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 The Rev. Laury W. Larson was installed as an associate pastor of the Church of the Covenant in August 

1978. He had previously served brief pastorates in the deeply Lutheran Albert Lea, Minnesota, and, as a 

seminarian, in an inner-ring suburb of Glasgow, Scotland.  His tenure of 37 years is the longest of any 

pastorate in our congregation’s history going back to 1844. Our members have shared the arc of his career as 

we have few other ministers. Laury is known for his ability to think strategically, plan ahead, follow up on the 

details, and assure that the theological basis is consistently addressed. And his prayers will be missed by all. 

 

 Laury was raised in the small community of Galena in northwestern Illinois. Both of his parents served 

multiple terms on the Session of the church where Laury was baptized, confirmed, and later ordained to the 

Ministry of Word and Sacrament four decades ago on June 1, 1974. Whatever Laury knows about community 

service he attributes to observing his parents’ civic involvements while he was growing up.  

 

 Laury did his undergraduate work at Illinois State University and his seminary training at the 

University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. Subsequent to coming to Cleveland, and to fill some gaps in his 

earlier theological training, Laury completed a graduate degree in human services at John Carroll University 

and a certificate program in nonprofit management at Case Western Reserve University. He also participated 

in an advanced study program in cross-cultural ministry at Columbia Theological Seminary. In 1994, Laury 

did sabbatical study with the Rev. Dr. Charles Amjad-Ali at the Christian Study Center in Rawalpindi, 

Pakistan. 

 

He delivered his first sermon at Covenant, “Ad-libbing with God,” on Feb. 18, 1979, quoting Aesop and 

Paul McCartney, and asking worshippers to consider the following: “Isn’t that what the joy of living is all 

about—ad-libbing it with God? Being free to respond to whatever comes our way, good and bad, because we 

know that God stands with us and for us. A terrible hazard for us is forever trying to play it safe. Whether it be 

trying to repeat past glories, past national glories, past congregational achievements, good deeds and 

satisfying relationship of our own personal past—glorious things in their day, but past glories. Or whether it 

be fearing to take a stand when confronted with alternative choices and challenges in life.” 

 

 Initially at Covenant, Laury provided staff support for the work of the congregation’s Christian 

Education Committee, which at the time had oversight of educational programming for children, youth, and 

adults, as well as staffing the Board of Deacons and the Membership Committee. He participated regularly in 

worship leadership, and re-introduced a weekly “Time for Children” in Sunday services of worship, telling 

brief and for the most part not specifically “religious” stories by popular children’s authors. His first, per 

records in the archives, was Judith Viorst’s Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day. He also 

introduced weekly Bible study groups that met variously not only at the church, but also at Judson Manor, 

Judson Park, and two locations downtown. Over time, Laury’s work within the congregation became more 

focused on educational programming for adults and supporting the congregation’s programs of community 

outreach and public policy advocacy, while continuing to share in worship leadership and pastoral care. 

 

 Teaching adults is a priority for Laury. In his approach to biblical interpretation and teaching, he seeks 

to counter exclusionary ideologies, and he is committed to a progressive reimagining of traditional Christian 

beliefs and practices. Laury is also committed to ecumenical and multifaith engagement, moving beyond mere 

tolerance of the religiously other to genuine appreciation and cooperation. 

 



 At Covenant Laury has served with three pastor/heads of staff—the Reverends Albert L. Jeandheur, 

James F. Dowd, and Dr. Robert J. Campbell; two assistant or associate pastors—the Reverends James C. 

Pannell and Jonyrma Singleton; two interim pastors – the Reverends Richard A. Dempsey and Edgar Jones; 

interim associate pastor the Rev. Karen R. Stunkel; and several parish associates and other partners in ministry 

on our staff.  

 Among his accomplishments in our church and community: 

 Initiated, and co-mentored with the Rev. Rosalind Powell, Education for Ministry (EfM), a four-year 

theological education by extension program of the (Episcopal) University of the South. Between the 

initial class of EfM students in 1994 and the graduation of the last EfM class in December, 2012, a total 

of 73 people, mostly Covenant members, have completed EfM. 

 Served two terms on the Board of Trustees of Interreligious Partners In Action of Greater Cleveland          

(InterAct Cleveland) and several years as Chair or Co-Chair of InterAct’s Interreligious Affairs 

Committee. Laury was active in the work of InterAct’s two predecessor organizations, East Side 

Interfaith Ministries (ESIM) and the Euclid-University Cluster of Religious Institutions. 

 Established the Covenant Lecture Fund—a permanent endowment managed by the Presbyterian 

Foundation. Since 2007, the Covenant Lecture Fund has hosted free public lectures by the Rev. Dr. 

Emilie M. Townes, then at Yale Divinity School; Dr. Douglas M. Johnston, International Center for 

Religion and Diplomacy; the Rev. Dr. Walter Brueggemann, emeritus, Columbia Theological Seminary; 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, Vanderbilt Divinity School; Dr. William P. Brown, Columbia Theological 

Seminary; and the Rev. Dr. Katie Geneva Cannon, Union Presbyterian Seminary. 

 Developed relationships with faculty and administrators from area universities and colleges, as well 

community and ecumenical organizations and religious congregations, who teach adults at Covenant. 

 Served on the Board of Trustees of the Cleveland Ecumenical Institute for Religious Studies since its 

inception in 1992. 

 Served two terms on the Board of Trustees of the Interchurch Council of Greater Cleveland before its 

dissolution in the early 1990s. 

 Coordinated the formation of the Interfaith Center at Church of the Covenant, working with 

representatives of its occupants, the Muslim Student Association, Newman Catholic Campus Ministry, 

and United Protestant Campus Ministries. 

 Provided staff support over the years to numerous congregation-based task forces addressing issues of 

social concern, including hunger, homelessness, Central America, peacemaking, nuclear disarmament, 

ordination of LGBT people and, more recently, reducing gun violence. He also provided support for 

individuals and groups within the congregation who had alternative views on some of the stances 

taken on societal issues, discovering that differences can be addressed in Christian charity in the 

Covenant congregation. 

 Served as a founding trustee of New Life Community (now Family Promise of Greater Cleveland) and 

co-chaired early on the Church Relations Committee of the Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity. 

 Assisted in the formation of a tutoring program at John Hay High School and its successor, the 

Saturday Tutoring Program, at Church of the Covenant. 

 Supported development of relationships between the congregation and international mission partners 

in South Africa and Pakistan, and, more recently through the Covenant Women’s Association, in 

Albania. 
 

 Though Laury will find a new church home, like a good Presbyterian retiree should, he plans no moves 

from his Shaker Heights home of many years as he heads into retirement. After sharing all his picnic and other 

retirement festivity photos with his mom back in Galena, he has, as always, a long list of reading to 

accomplish.   
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