
Ministry of Faith Formation 
Minutes  
February 22, 2017 
 
Present: Kitty Jarjisian, Jenny Connor, Deni Horstman, Jim Smekal, Erin Tomko, David 
Finkenthal, Lashawna Mitchell, Ann Williams: Staff: Amy Starr Redwine, Melanie Marsh Baum, 
Mindy Stewart, Jonathan Moyer, and Matthew Garrett (guest). 
 

Minutes were approved from the January meeting.  
 

Staff Reports: Amy reported that the Enneagram Group was doing very well. New member are 
welcome at any of the meetings. On Monday, February 20 an interfaith service for peace and 
unity in the country was held in the sanctuary. Fifty-plus people attended and felt it was a 
needed service at this time for what is going on in the country. A meditation class will be held 
during Lent. So far, ten have signed up, including three from the university. Amy also is 
currently working with Amy Green of the Cleveland Clinic for a fall lecture series on Life and 
Death. They would bring in speakers to help people with the important conversations regarding 
their final days and death. There could be a panel of doctors, chaplains, hospice nurses, etc., to 
talk about the necessary things that should be done. 
 

 Melanie reported on the Forums for Lent. They will be centered on the sermon topic of 
the Lord’s Prayer. March 5 will include various prayer aids. The children also will be studying the 
same topics with various activities to help in their understanding. 
 

 Jonathan reported that on March 5 the Penn State Men’s Glee Club will sing during the 
service. They will join the university students at the Student Brunch. On Sunday, April 23 there 
will be an organ recital in the afternoon. Also, Apollo’s Fire is to sing with the choir at some 
time in the spring. He has received very positive comments regarding the Psalm Festival. It was 
good to have the children with a larger role in the service. 
 

 Matthew reported that on April 21 the combined Case Choirs and Orchestra will hold 
their Spring concert in our sanctuary. 
 

 Mindy reported that the Dwellers, 4th- 7th graders are doing well. She is working with the 
senior highs on their part in the Youth Sunday Service. PACT is meeting on a different day with a 
different family planning the activity for each month. They had a very successful bowling party 
at the Corner Alley on a Saturday afternoon. A different activity is being planned for March. 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 1 at 7:00 PM: The ministry was asked to look at the sanctuary with the 
first two rows of pews removed and to decide if the sanctuary could be kept that way during 
Lent to allow for the various prayer stations to remain set up for use during worship. A motion 
was made and passed to recommend this to Session. 
 



The annual meeting needs to be moved to May 21 since Youth Sunday is on the first Sunday in 
May. The motion will be taken to Session. We are to think about a theme and a devotional for 
that meeting and the part we want to play in it. 
 

A discussion was held on an after-Lent sermon series. It was suggested that Ecology, the 
environment, and protecting God’s world could possibly be considered. 
 

Meeting was adjourned. 
Next meeting Wednesday, March 22 at 6:00 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted; 
Ann Williams  
 


