
CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 

Ministry Of Faith Formation 

Minutes: October 10,2017 

 

Present: Jenny Conner, Deni Horstman, Kitty Jarjisian, Jim Smekal, Erin Tomko, 

Ann Williams Staff: Amy Starr Redwine, Jonathan Moyer, Mindy Stewart 

Excused: Nancy Acree, Melanie Marsh Baum, Lashawna Mitchell  
 

The meeting was called to order with prayer, and there was discussion of 

corrections to the minutes (below). The minutes were approved as corrected. 
 

The opening discussion related to the importance of stories in our lives and in faith 

formation. Members offered personally significant stories from their past and 

recent histories and were asked to think about possibilities for integrating story 

telling into Covenant activities. Ministry members also highlighted ways that story 

telling already is important in Covenant’s current small groups. 
 

Advent Conspiracy Logistics 

--Worship fully, spend less, give more, and love all are the themes to be woven 

into four weeks, with special emphasis on Wednesday evenings after dinner, in 

small groups. The lighting of the advent wreath might be a time for additional 

focus, as well as the announcements, and Time for Young Disciples. Generally, 

observance includes collective giving to an essential world need, e.g., fresh 

water. One concern was for the term “conspiracy” and its usual connotation. 

Perhaps another term might be found, or we could refrain from showing the 

video during worship. 

--Wednesdays, 6–7:30 

--Motion (Kitty/Ann): To recommend to session that the advent-conspiracy 

funding project go through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for support of 

churches in areas affected by recent national disasters. 

Prayer Stations 

Melanie has ideas that she can present at the next meeting; possible locations 

include the CWRU library during finals, UH’s food court and/or entrance, and 

Uptown/eateries. 

Flash Nativity 

Melanie is planning this as a multi-generational activity, perhaps with other 

churches; participants may use banners; possible locations include outside 

Severance, at Adelbert and Euclid, outside the chapel; timing is to be during the 

week after Thanksgiving, mid-to-late afternoon. 
 

 



Communion Dates 

Recommend (alternate passing and intinction, beginning with passing): 

 January 7 (Baptism of the Lord) 

 February 4 

 Wednesday, Feb. 14 (Ash Wednesday) 

 March 4 

 Thursday, March 29 (Maundy Thursday) 

 April 8 

 May 20 

 June 3 

 July 1 

 August 5 

 September 2 

 October 7 (World Communion) 

 November 4 
 December 2 (first Sunday of Advent) 
 

CircleFest/Carillon 

Plans are to set up outside, showing carillon videos and offering Belgian waffles as a 

fund-raiser. Volunteers are welcome at the waffle stand and for tower tours. 

George is planning a series of 10 carillon concerts during the two weeks before and 

after Christmas. 
 

Covenant Lecture Logistics 

Volunteers are needed who know the building; they will have “identifiers,” assignments 

and posts in the building. Session members will be asked as well to volunteer. MoFF 

volunteers include Jenny, Ann, and Kitty. 
 

Christmas Eve 

Worship format will be the usual, except that an attempt will be made to ensure that 

seating intervals for worshipers are not overly long. 

 

Youth Sunday 

The initial concept is God’s People on the Move, with puppets. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kitty Jarjisian 

 

 

 

 


