
Resolution of Appreciation for the Life and Ministry of  

Jonyrma R. Singleton 

 

Union Presbyterian Seminary 

 

WHEREAS, the effective work of pastors, educators, and scholars is vital for the well-being of 

the church; and 

 

WHEREAS, those preparing for ministry depend upon the care, supervision, and formation of 

seminary staff and faculty; and 

 

WHEREAS, seminary staff and faculty are enriched in their work and widened in their field of 

vision by the guidance and direction of faithful trustees who volunteer their time, experience, 

talent, gifts, passion, and love to the work of the seminary board; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton for the nine years from 2006 through 2015 served on the 

Board of Trustees of Union Presbyterian Seminary; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton served the Board of Trustees of Union Presbyterian 

Seminary as its Secretary of the Board and as a member of the Board’s Executive Committee; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton enhanced the work of the Board as a result of her extensive 

and faithful experience in service to the church in her role as campus minister at Barber-Scotia 

College, interim pastor at the St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, Ohio, and as associate 

pastor at the Church of the Covenant in Cleveland, Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton blazed a trail as the first woman and the first African 

American installed pastor at the Covenant Church; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton also served with distinction on the Boards of the Montreat 

Conference Center, the Eliza Bryant Retirement Community, and the Cleveland/South Africa 

Connection; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton, through this extensive service on boards committed to the 

mission and ministry of the larger church, helped broaden the vision of the Union Presbyterian 

Seminary Board; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jonyrma R. Singleton, an alumna of Union Presbyterian Seminary who graduated 

with the Master of Divinity Degree in 1988, received the respect and admiration of the Black 

Alumni Association of Union Presbyterian Seminary through receipt of its highest “Trailblazer” 

award; therefore, be it  

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Union Presbyterian Seminary expresses its profound 

gratitude for the life and ministry of Jonyrma R. Singleton and shares with her family, as a result 

of deep trust in the resurrection faith that sustains us in Christ Jesus, the confidence that she rests 



with our Lord in peace and in the hope that she will one day be reunited with her loved ones and 

friends. 

 

FURTHERMORE, the Board directs that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of the 

Board of Trustees and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the family of Jonyrma R. Singleton 

and the office of the Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

 

DONE in grateful resolution by the Board on this 2
nd

 day of July in the year of our Lord, 2016. 

 

      
William Rikard      Brian K. Blount 

Chair of the Board      President 


