
Major consequence of HB 233: Bearers of concealed weapons who have a valid permit will be guilty 
of only of a misdemeanor if they bring weapons into “gun-free” zones (see legal council o Ohio Chiefs 
of Police). 

List of reasons to oppose HB 233:
• The belief in the power of concealed gun as source of individual power and guarantor of safety 

and peace is contrary to our faith in God,  Jesus, and the community of saints as bringers of 
peace, justice, and safety.

• The belief in the right of concealed gun carriers as superior to anybody else’s right to determine 
gun-free safe zones is contrary to American principles of justice. HB 233 effectively eliminates 
the rights of businesses, people, communities or congregations to determine safe “gun-free” 
zones in their private  properties or in public buildings, such as schools.

• The shift in attitude towards guns from tools for hunting or sports to weapons that can be carried 
into “gun-free” zones without penalty means that guns can now effectively and legally be used 
for intimidation and domination of people.

• Sanctuaries as weapons-free zones have been respected for thousands of years, except by 
barbarians, fascists, communists, or dictators.

• The story of the self-appointed “good” guys with guns who save us from “bad” guys was 
invented to increase the wealth of gun manufacturers and has no basis in reality when the many 
gun massacres are  all considered. Gun death statistics in the USA exceeds by a large factors 
those of similar countries, such as Canada and Australia. Steven Paddock was one of those 
“good” until the time he started shooting.

• HB 233, when law, will increase the opportunity for disgruntled employees (students, parents) to 
scope out “gun-free” zones without fear of punishment when discovered. This shifts  attitudes 
towards resolving conflicts by guns.

• The ability to move into “gun-free” zones with guns will foster an attitude of conflict resolution 
by guns as normal in the next generation who grows up with this law and situation.

• HB 233 is anti-business as evidenced by the opposition of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce. 
Also, civilized countries, like Canada, New Zealand, and Great Britain, are starting to issue 
travel warnings to the US, in part because of the increased gun violence, which will hurt the 
hospitality business..

• HB 233 is anti-order as evidenced by the opposition of the chiefs of Police.

• HB 233 applies not only to bearers of permits for concealed guns issued by Ohio, but also all 
those from other states with which Ohio has reciprocity agreements.


