
Church of the Covenant 
Minutes of the Session 

May 24, 2017, 7:00pm 

Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the Session of the Church of the Covenant was called to order by 

Rev. Amy Starr Redwine and opened with prayer by Elder, Jim Tomaszewski at 7:03 

p.m. on Wednesday, May 24, 2017 in the office area.  

Present 

Jennifer Conner; David Finkenthal; Catherine Jarjisian; Chris Langmack; Suchi Nelson; 

Jim Smekal; Jim Tomaszewski; Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum; Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

Excused 

Barbara Clint; Elizabeth Hagen; Mike Heines; Virginia Kallay; Carol Roe; LaShawna 

Mitchell; Lou Stark;  

Guests 

Cheri Keys, Deacon representative; Tom Keys, Trustee representative; Jonathan Moyer, 

staff  

Quorum 

The Moderator attested that a quorum was present. 

Approval of Agenda  

The agenda was approved as distributed. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

Catherine Jarjisian moved that the Manual of Operations and Personnel Manual be 

removed from the consent agenda. 

 The motion was adopted and the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 

Visioning and Strategic thinking - Setting norms and intentions for our work 

together 

 Jeff Bezos Day 1 small group discussion. 

Business 

 Receipt of and decision about anonymous gift 

o Amy reported that a family in the church has initiated an anonymous gift 

to be used for an urgent maintenance project of up to approximately 

$100,000. The family has requested a list of three potential projects from 

which they can choose. The Trustees have already compiled a list of four 

projects and request that session choose the three to be presented to the 

donors. There was consensus to conform to the donors’ wishes and 

present them with three categories from which they could choose. It was 

agreed by majority consent that the first three projects, prioritized by the 

Trustees, be presented, with the request that the kitchen renovation be 

given highest priority. 

 Building Use Requests 

o Jenny Conner moved that we approve the request from Preterm and 

extend an invitation to Dr. Willie Parker to hold a book signing event and 

talk on either August 23 or 24, 2017 and additionally, that we set up a 

conversation with the congregation prior to the event.  



 Action: The motion was adopted after discussion. More 

 information about security, media and other things that might 

 cost the church money is still needed and it is understood that 

 this decision can be changed. 

o MOTION from Amy Starr Redwine that we approve the request from 

Gale Bromelmeier regarding the  Fair Congressional Districts for Ohio 

campaign to circulate signature booklets for the campaign and that we 

allow the church to be a staging location for the campaign. 

 Action: The motion was adopted after discussion. 

 MOTION: that the Long Term Financial Strategy Review Task Force make 

recommendations regarding long term financial strategy (5 years) based on a 

review of the Long Term Financial Strategy Report from 2010. 

o The MOTION was amended to read: that the Long Term Financial 

Strategy Review Task Force make recommendations regarding long term 

financial strategy (5 years) based on a review of the Long Term Financial 

Strategy Report from 2010 and provide Session with a one-page 

summary containing specific action items.  

 Action: The motion was adopted as amended. 

 Request for approval for outside summer worship services July 2, August 6, and 

September 3, with details to be determined by the Ministry of Faith Formation 

and presented on June 28. 

   Action: The motion was approved after discussion. 

 Request for an elder for Conversation with Elders this Sunday to talk about 

making the best use of the time and talents of our volunteers. Jim Tomaszewski 

and Jenny Connor volunteered. 

 The conversation topic for the June 25
th
 service was decided as Pastoral Care and 

 Worship experiences. Jim Smekal volunteered to host. 

Information Sharing 

 Clerk’s report: No report. 

 Reports were received from Tom Keys, Trustee; Cheri Keys, Deacon and 

Jonathan Moyer, staff. (Enclosure #1) 

Pastor’s Report: Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

 Reported that the results from the visioning exercise conducted at the annual 

meeting are being compiled.  

 Reported that the church website is being revised at no cost to the church. 

 Provided binders for each elder containing relevant Session material. 

 Presented information regarding the planned retreat with Rev. McFadden. 

 Request for an elder to do the devotion at the June 28, 2017 meeting. No one volunteered 

at this time. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:53 p.m. 

The next meeting of Session is scheduled for Wednesday, June 28, 2017 at 7 p.m. in the 

church office. 

Will Klein, Clerk of Session 


