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The Reverend Dr. Robert Job Campbell accepted the call to be pastor of the Church of 

the Covenant in May 2005. Previously, he had served as head of staff at the First 

Presbyterian Church 1793 in Washington, Pennsylvania, for twenty-four years. Prior to 

that he served the First Presbyterian Church of Youngstown, Ohio, and was one of the 

founders of the East End Cooperative Ministry in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The church 

as the conscience of the nation and the world has always been at the heart of Bert’s 

ministry. The inclusion of all of God’s children regardless of color of skin or sexual 

orientation has been Bert’s lifelong commitment, and the search for common ground 

among faiths, his dream.  
 

Born in Arizona to a military family and raised in Wheeling, West Virginia, Bert worked 

in the steel mills while attending West Liberty State College, where he met his future 

bride, Carol, one of the most gracious hostesses and hardest-working Covenant Cache 

Thrift Shop volunteers our church has known. Carol and Bert’s sons, Kirk and Ryan, 

now married, are adding the joys of young grandchildren to their lives. 
 

Bert graduated from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and received his Doctorate of 

Ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. He worked with Elisabeth 

Kübler-Ross in the field of death and dying and gained extensive experience in medical 

ethics. For those in this congregation who have coped with grave illness or loss of a 

loved one, Bert has offered remarkably attentive, individualized, and compassionate 

support. Understandably, this is one of the less visible aspects of Bert’s ministry.  
 

From the very beginning of his ministry, Bert embraced the phrase “church with a 

conscience,” coined in our pulpit in a landmark church anniversary sermon in 1944 by 

the renowned clergyman and educator, the Reverend Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin. Thanks 

to the relationships Bert has cultivated, Covenant now has strong friendships and active 

partnerships with our neighbors at University Circle Inc., Case Western Reserve 

University, and University Hospitals, symbolized by the south rose window that shines 

at night for all outdoors to see. 
 

Bert saw himself in many ways as an “interim pastor” and often used those words to 

describe his tenure at the Covenant. Perhaps it had something to do with the fact that he 

came to Covenant as a seasoned, mature individual, which indeed was pointed out to 

him in the congregational meeting to vote on his nomination. Nonetheless, his time was 

remarkable for his efforts to lay the groundwork for the next chapter in Covenant’s 

future. Among his many accomplishments, Bert: 



 Raised our awareness of our denomination’s failings in the area of LGBT 

equality, and nurtured our leadership within the Presbytery of the Western 

Reserve and on a national level to right these wrongs.  
 

 Advocated for the church’s financial needs, personally raising funds among 

members and nonmembers near and far for our annual operations as well as for 

special projects and mission requests, while repeatedly declining salary increases. 
 

 Helped to ensure that today’s renowned theologians and preachers, like the 

Reverend Dr. Walter Brueggemann, the Reverend David G. Buttrick, and Dr. 

Amy-Jill Levine, would follow the footsteps of the great Dr. Coffin into our 

pulpit.  
 

 Welcomed Eileen Vizcaino, then a second-career seminarian intern, into our 

midst. Rev. Eileen thought her days of dealing with students had ended with her 

retirement as a Spanish teacher, but made her office the incubator for a Student 

Community at Covenant that has become a vital ingredient of our social justice 

work and our worship and music life. 
 

 Recognized the barriers to our original columbarium in the basement for the 

mourners left behind, and initiated efforts to turn a dusty, unused side chapel 

into a beautiful resting place for these saints who have gone before us. 
 

 Saw the need for a young, energetic person on staff to help build community 

among members with young children and grandchildren, and found Mindy 

Stewart to fill this role.  
 

 Conceived and helped form and lead an independent 501c3 nonprofit, Covenant 

University and Community Ministries, to grow programs important to Covenant 

members, attracting friends and funds from outside our numbers as well as 

within. 
 

 Spotted a hole in the floor in the front of the sanctuary and oversaw much of the 

work to bring our renovated worship space and its newest musical instrument to 

fruition for our landmark building’s Centennial year.  
 

 Noted what a difference a full-time organist/music director could make in our 

worship and music life, paving the way for us to have Jonathan and Kaori Hongo 

Moyer and their children in the Covenant family. 
 

Bert is fond of saying that angels can fly because they take themselves so lightly. To the 

vision of a “church with a conscience” Bert Campbell was called by the members of the 

Church of the Covenant, and it is to this end we will continue to strive after Bert and 

Carol take flight for the greener pastures of time with their children and grandchildren, 

their gardens, their giant puppy Jacob, and, most importantly, each other. 
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