
NEXT DEACONS MEETING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2017 AT 6:00 PM 

OFFICE AREA 
 

CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
DEACONS MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 7, 2017 
 

Present:  Norma Shuskey, Matthew Garrett, Liz Shriver, Cheri Keys, Marjie Heines, Cathy Luck, 
Ann Stark and Beth Holbein.  Staff:  Melanie Marsh Baum 
 
Absent:  Renee Boykin, Stephanie Finkenthal, Stephanie Johnson, Pat Keltner, Susan Klein, Ed 
Laylin, Dick Miller, Reaver Nelson, Donna Prease and Mildred Russin. 
 
The meeting opened at 6:04 with prayer by Norma Shuskey.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The minutes of the meeting from February 7th were accepted with one correction.  The spelling 
of Donna’s last name was changed from Preases to Prease.   
 
Norma reviewed the budget.  Deacons have spent $31.37 as of March 1st from the Deacons 
account against our total amount of $1500.  This account funds the Sunday morning receptions.   
 
One more person is needed for Carmela Marrapodi’s memorial reception on March 11th at 2:00 
p.m.  Marjie Heines volunteered to help set up at 1:30 and serve.  She and Cathy Luck will bring 
cookies.  The money for memorial receptions is taken from the Hospitality account.   
 
Melanie announced the Ministry of Service has agreed to provide a breakfast on Easter morning 
in conjunction with the Covenant chefs.  It will be served between the 7:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
services.  The Deacons will be responsible for an expanded coffee hour reception and may be 
needed to help in setting up the Easter egg hunt or other activities that day.   
 
Cheri thought a substitute would be needed to arrange flowers on Easter Sunday because both 
she and Reaver are on the reception team.  However, this is not the case as we have lilies and 
mums that day rather than a traditional arrangement. 
 
Norma reported that the new small refrigerator in the upstairs kitchen is scheduled to arrive in 
mid March.  The final price was $302.  An increase occurred between the time it was approved 
and when it was ordered.  The suggestion was made to pull out the old refrigerator and clean 
up the space before the new one arrives.   



Melanie announced that finals week at CWRU is May 4th-11th.  There was discussion of what to 
put into the care packages we are preparing for the students. Kevin will be asked to provide 
Melanie with a detailed list of items the students would like to receive.  We will bring the items 
to our April meeting and fill the bags together.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Marjie Heines was the Session representative in February.  She announced that Kevin’s 
proposal to create a space for college students on the lower level was approved.  Nancy Lynch, 
Parish Associate, explored ways to interact with the Covenant.  She ran the first meeting of the 
New Officers Training.  The subject was dealing with conflict.   
 
Volunteers for the April and May Session meetings are Cathy Luck and Ann Stark respectively.  
 
Melanie distributed thank you cards from Nancy Matz and the Cleveland School of the Arts.  
CSA also sent a gift in appreciation for our involvement at Christmas.  Melanie also announced 
the possibility of a fund raiser for our youth.   
 
Ann Stark relayed the plans for the Covenant Classics event which is scheduled for April 22nd.  
This will be a tour lasting 35-40 minutes of the Sears Think(Box) on the Case campus followed 
by a buffet lunch at Michelson and Morley, the restaurant located in the Tinkham Veale 
University Center. Two tours are scheduled at 9:30 and 10:00.  Members will be picked up in 
our parking lot and transported to the sites.  Ann anticipates an attendance of 40 people.  
Discussion ensued as to what price to charge for the event and who should be invited.  It was 
decided to charge $25, which will not cover the cost.  Initially it was thought we might ask the 
Cache for assistance but it was decided to take the overage from the Deacons account with 
thoughts that this fund may need to be increased in future years.  In the past, this has been an 
event for the senior members of the church only.  However, the Sears Think(Box) has such 
broad appeal it was decided to open it to those 18 and older this year.  Ann will work with 
Melanie on communications 
 surrounding the event.  Deacons will be needed to assist that day on the bus and at the 
restaurant.   
 
Marjie Heines closed the meeting with prayer at 6:50 p.m.  
 
The next meeting of the Deacons is scheduled for April 4th at 6:00 p.m. in the office area.  
Please bring your treats for the college students so we can complete the care packages.  Sign up 
sheets for April 22nd will be available at this meeting.   
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
         Cheri Keys 
 
 
 



 
 


