
NEXT DEACONS MEETING 
TUESDAY MAY 2, 2017 at 6:00PM 

POT LUCK --- Activities Room 
 

CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
DEACONS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 4, 2017 
 
Present: Renee Boykin, Matthew Garrett, Marjie Heines, Susan Klein, Cathy Luck, Dick Miller, Reaver 
Nelson, Liz Shriver, Norma Shuskey, Ann Stark; Staff: Melanie Baum 
 
Absent: Stephanie Finkenthal, Beth Holbein, Stephanie Johnson, Pat Keltner, Cheri Keyes, Ed Laylin, 
Donna Prease, Mildred Russin 
 
At 6:00pm the meeting was opened with a prayer by Melanie Baum. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The minutes from the March 7, 2017 meeting were moved to be approved with the following change: 
remove the extra hard return in the second to last sentence in the paragraph discussing the Covenant 
Classics. Minutes approved with noted change. 
 
Budget report: 

Income for 2017: 

 Deacons - $1,500 

 Gift from Trustees - $579.79 
(This is a one-time gift; it is the remaining money from a fund that Chuck Langmack used 
to provide the monthly member breakfasts.) 

Expenses for 2017 as of 3/27: 

 $302 – new refrigerator for Deacons in upstairs kitchen (mainly to be used for food and 
beverages for Sunday after service receptions. 

 $302 – reimbursements for receptions 
Total remaining: $1660.79 

 
Sunday Receptions 

 Many table cloths have been discovered in the cupboard that do not cover the large table in the 
reception room. There are 5 table cloths (3 overhanging the ends and 2 just fitting) have been 
moved to the 2nd and 3rd drawers in the cupboard; runners are in the bottom drawer. 

 The large table in the reception room measures 120” long and this should be noted for any 
future table cloth purchases. 

 It was decided that the table cloths that do not fit should be donated to the Cache. 

 Willie Parker needs to be notified when we are running low on the individual creamers as he 
keeps extras in his office. 
 

Flowers 

 All appears to be going well. Marjie Heines requested to swap flower duty with someone as she 
will be unable to help with flowers Sunday 4/9. Cathy Luck volunteered to swap. Marjie will be 
handling flowers on 4/4/23.  



Upstairs Refrigerator Update  

 New refrigerator has been installed. Thanks to Ed and Willie. Willie Howard ordered the 
refrigerator and Willie Parker installed it. Punch supplies will be kept in this small refrigerator. 

 
Session Report 

 Cathy Luck reported that much of the Session meeting was spent on Devotional and Visioning 
time. She noted that this is a nice addition rather than focusing the entire meeting on business. 

 A member of the church requested to display his artwork in the church. After discussion it was 
decided that a small group would explore this and potentially other displays by other members. 

 Session will transition to receiving budget reports on a quarterly rather than a monthly basis. 

 Session is trying a new method of reporting from Ministries, Boards, Committees and Task 
Forces. Their minutes are now emailed in advance to Session and are discussed if questions arise 
rather than having the representative provide a verbal report. 

 
Covenant Classics 

 Promotion for the 4/22 trip to the Sears Think(Box) and lunch at Michelson and Morley 
continues. There will be an extra email blast to the congregation and Amy will mention it in 
service. Thanks to Ann Stark for putting time and effort into this. 

 
Easter Egg Hunt for Sunday school – helping with hiding eggs, etc. on the front lawn 

 Reaver Nelson stated she contacted Mindy about helping to recruit parents and teachers to help 
with hiding the eggs, but has yet to hear anything back. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Staff Report: Melanie Baum 

 Deacons received a thank you card for sympathy extended to Creche worker Christina on the 
death of her father. 

 A Cleveland author of The Golden Boom contacted Melanie to inquire as to whether members 
might be interested in having a book discussion/ signing. After discussion it was decided to 
evaluate this further as a possible Fall event for Covenant Classics.  

 A group of Case student volunteers had emailed Melanie to inquire as to whether Deacons/ the 
membership would be interested in helping to provide donations for Camp Kesem (an overnight 
camp for kids whose parents have cancer). After discussion, it was decided that the Deacons 
would be interested in helping, but as the group had requested the donations by the end of 
April, we were a little unsure that with Easter activities we would be able to do justice to their 
needs. Deacons asked that Melanie email the group to determine whether their due date was 
flexible. If not, we would not participate in 2017, but would for 2018. If they are flexible, 
Matthew and Ann would help publicize the effort and facilitate getting “eggs” or “gift tags” with 
donations requested to Covenant members. 
 

Easter Reception 

 Will likely be in the Narthex depending on the weather so it will be close to the Easter Egg hunt 
on the front lawn. 

 It was decided that there will be no coffee; rather there will be two punch bowls and water 
(Melanie will get a work order to Willie.) along with snacks. 

 Reaver, Beth and Norma will be hosting. 



OTHER BUSINESS 
At the May 2017 Deacons Meeting there will be pot luck dinner, welcoming of new Deacons to the 
board and saying thank you to Deacons who are rotating off the board. Please bring a dish to share. 
Norma distributed a sign-up sheet; check with her if you were not at the meeting to see what type of 
dish is needed. 
 
Session Representatives needed for May 22 (meetings start at 7:00 pm).  
 
Deacon on Nominating Committee - Please let Norma know if you are interested in serving as a Deacon 
representative on this Committee. She needs a decision by May meeting. 

 
 
JOYS and CONCERNS 
Liz reported that her grandson is doing well. 
 
 
THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 6:45pm with prayer by Ann Stark. 
 
 
Care Packages for college students were assembled and put in Melanie’s office. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cathy Luck 


