
Ecclesiastical By-laws 
 

Article I 

Name 

The name of this church shall be The Church of the Covenant of Cleveland, Ohio, a particular 

congregation of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve, Synod of the Covenant, Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). 

  

Article II 

Membership and Society 

The members of the church and Society shall be members in good standing as defined by the 

usages and rules of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  All members shall be entitled to vote at 

congregational meetings, at which they are present.   

  

Article III 

Meetings 

There shall be an annual meeting of the congregation the first Sunday in May, following public 

worship, for the election of church officers and for the transaction of any business properly 

coming before such a meeting.  The date of the annual meeting may be temporarily changed by 

the Session when necessary, provided that the required public notice is given. Special meetings 

of the congregation may be called by the Session or a higher governing body of The 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  The purpose of each special meeting shall be clearly stated in the 

call, and no other matters save those specified in the call may be considered.  Public notice of all 

meetings, including the annual meeting, shall be announced at a regular service of worship on 

two successive Sundays. Such notice may also be given in writing and electronically. A quorum 

for the transaction of business at a meeting of the congregation shall consist of a Moderator, 

Clerk, and one-tenth of the members in good standing.  If any meeting is adjourned to another 

time and place, no notice as to such adjourned meeting need be given other than by 

announcement at the meeting at which such adjournment is taken. Meetings shall be conducted 

in accordance with the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order. All questions requiring a 

vote shall be decided by a majority vote of the qualified voters present, except proposed 

amendments to these by-laws and motions for reconsideration of issues: these questions require 

a two-thirds majority vote of those present for approval.  No person shall be permitted to vote 

by proxy. 

  

Article IV 

The Session 

The Session is the governing body of the church and shall consist of not less than twelve (12) 

and no more than eighteen (18) Elders divided into three equal classes, one class of who shall be 

elected each year for a three year term. No Elder shall serve on the Session for more than six (6) 

consecutive years, and shall be ineligible to be elected to a new term until one year has elapsed.  

No person shall be elected to serve on the Session for less than three years, except to fill an 



unexpired term created by death or resignation.  The Pastor, Co-pastors, and Associate Pastors 

are ex-officio members of the Session with vote.  The Clerk of the Session shall be elected by the 

Session from the ordained Elders of the church for a term of two years.  The clerk of the Session 

may or may not be currently serving on Session and may have been ordained somewhere else. 

The Pastor shall be Moderator of the Session, except under such circumstances as proved for in 

the Constitution of The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). A quorum for the transaction of business 

at a meeting of the Session shall consist of the Pastor or other presiding officer and on-third of 

the Elders, except for the reception and dismissing of members, when the quorum shall be the 

Moderator and two members of the Session. The Session shall draft, adopt and maintain an 

operations manual for its own government and that of its committees. 
 

Article V 

The Board of Deacons 

There shall be a Board of Deacons composed of not less than twelve (12) and no more than 

twenty-one (21)members divided into three equal classes, one class of whom shall be elected 

each year for a three year term.  No Deacon shall serve on the Board of Deacons for more than 

six (6) consecutive years, and shall be ineligible to be elected to a new term until one year has 

elapsed. No person shall be elected to serve on the Diaconate for less than three years, except to 

fill an unexpired term created by death or resignation.  The Board of Deacons shall elect officers 

from its membership for a term of one (1) year.  A quorum for the transaction of business at a 

meeting of the Board of Deacons shall be the Chairperson or other presiding officer and one-

third of the Deacons.  The Board of Deacons shall draft, adopt and maintain a plan of operation 

consistent with the rights, duties and responsibilities provided in the Constitution of The 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and those delegated to it by the Session. 

 

Article VI 

The Board of Trustees 

There shall be a Board of Trustees, under the authority of Session, whose number and duties are 

described in the Code of Civil Regulations of The Church of the Covenant. 

 

Article VII 

Vacancies 

Vacancies on the Session or the Board of Deacons shall be filled at a special meeting of the 

congregation or at the annual meeting, as the Session may determine. Vacancies on the Board of 

Trustees shall be filled as prescribed by the Code of Civil Regulations of The Church of the 

Covenant.  Nominations shall be made by the Nominating Committee. 

  

Article VIII 

Nominating Committee 

A. There shall be a representative Nominating Committee appointed and elected annually 

in the following manner: Two (2) members designated by and from the Session, one of whom 

shall be named by the Session as Chairperson; one (1) member designated by and from the 



Board of Deacons; one (1) member designated by and from the Board of Trustees; and five (5) 

members elected by the congregation at the annual meeting, none of whom may be in active 

service on the Session or the Board of Deacons or the Board of Trustees.  No person shall serve 

more than two (2) consecutive years and shall be ineligible to serve again until one year has 

elapsed.  The Pastor shall be an ex officio member of this committee, but without vote. 

 

B. It shall be the duty of the committee to receive suggestions as to persons to be nominated 

for the various offices of the church and the congregational members of the Nominating 

Committee for the following year, to confer concerning nomination, and to present to the next 

annual meeting of the congregation the names of nominees for the Session, for the Board of 

Deacons and the congregational members of the Nominating Committee for the following year.  

At the annual meeting of the Society of the Nominating Committee shall present to the 

members of the Society the names of nominees for officers of the Society and for membership of 

the Board of Trustees.  Nominations may be made from the floor by any communicant member 

providing consent of the nominee has been obtained. 

 

C. All nominating procedures shall be subject to the principles of participation and 

representation as stated in the Book of Order. 
 

Article IX 

Amendments 

These by-laws may be amended, subject to the constitution of The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 

at any annual meeting or at any special meeting by a two-thirds vote of those present and 

eligible to vote, provided the text of the proposed changes has been filed with the Session at 

least three weeks before the date of the meeting.  In addition, the notice of the meeting and the 

test of the proposed changes shall be brought to the attention of the communicant membership 

on two successive Sundays and made available electronically. 
 

Article X 

Adoption 

Upon adoption, these Ecclesiastical By-laws shall supersede all previous Ecclesiastical By-laws 

of The Church of the Covenant.  Hereafter, these By-laws shall govern the congregation of The 

Church of the Covenant, Presbyterian (U.S.A.). 

 

Endorsed by Session: October 22, 2014 

Endorsed by the Board of Trustees: October 29, 2014 

Approved by the Congregation: February 15, 2015 

 

Supersedes all previous Ecclesiastical By-laws. 

  


