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Going Out
by the Rev Melanie Marsh Baum,
Associate Pastor

The Gospel of Mark exhorts us to “Go out into all the world” to live the
gospel in word and deed (Mark 16:15). What better place to start than our

Mission Partners
for the Lenten
“Going Out”
education series
include:

own neighborhood? During the Season of Lent this year, our adult
education will focus on “Going Out," with a series of forums that takes us

February 11 & 18: North Church

out into our community to spend time getting to know the people whose

February 25 & Saturday, March 3:

lives are connected with ours through mission.

Garden Valley Neighborhood House

Every two weeks during Lent, we will engage with a different Covenant
mission partner. The first week, a member of the partner organization will
come to us at the church, to offer information about the organization and
the work that we do together. The second week, all are invited to travel to

March 11 & 18: Transplant House
March 25: Family Promise
Whether you have worked with our
mission partners for years, or you

the mission partner sites to meet the staff, residents, or community

have never had the opportunity to

members who participate in the work of the organization.

visit or take part in the work of these

This education series seeks to help us live out two of the guiding
principles the session has identified for moving into the future. These
principles are: Playing Away Games – Finding and making opportunities to

amazing community organizations, we
hope that you will join us for this
enriching and engaging series.

personally engage our neighbors and community outside the walls of the
church; and Being With Rather Than Doing For – Engaging with our
neighbors as community partners in service and faith formation, rather
than seeing them primarily as people in need of our help.
The guiding principles emerged from work done by elders, staff and
the Self-Study Review Task Force in the summer and fall of 2017 as they
spent time reviewing the 2012 Self-Study and thinking strategically
about our future.
We hope you will join us as we learn more about those with whom we
are partners in ministry!

Lenten Devotionals are available in
the church office; the cost is $9 each,
which can be paid to Este during her
regular office hours, or by putting a
check in the offering plate with the
memo "Lenten Devotional".

Lent Sermon Series: The
Beatitudes: The World
Turned Upside-Down
by the Rev Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor
As the introduction to Jesus’s first sermon (known as the sermon on the mount), the
Beatitudes are a kind of roadmap for the journey of Christian discipleship. Preacher Tom
Long has said that the Sermon on the Mount is the constitution of the church and the
Beatitudes are the preamble to that constitution. But most of us struggle to understand
what Jesus meant by these sayings, much less to live them out in our daily lives. During the
season of Lent, as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, we encounter the Beatitudes and
ask how they can inform our lives today. Join us as in worship we wrestle with scripture
and engage in participatory activities to personally engage these texts.
February 18: “The Beatitudes: The World Turned Upside-Down”
February 25: The poor in spirit and those who mourn, “Utter Helplessness”
March 4: The meek and those who hunger & thirst for righteousness. “Impatient Trust”
Sunday, March 11: The merciful and pure in heart, “Seeing Who God Is”
Sunday, March 18: The peacemakers and the persecuted, “The Children of God”
Lenten Meditation Group
Be still and know that I am God. ~Psalm 46:10
Want to learn more about the benefits of meditation? Looking for support as you maintain a
meditation practice? Join a weekly Lenten small group led by Rev. Amy Starr Redwine on
Saturdays at 4 pm in the Herrick Room, from Saturday, February 17 through Saturday,
March 31. We will reflect, offer support, and meditate together. All are welcome. Contact
Amy for more information.

A New Year of
Covenant Eights
You may remember the Covenant Eights dinner groups that met together for several years in the 1990’s
and early 2000’s with great success. As part of the Ministry of Service’s work of community-building, and
with the help of Deacons Lynda Starr and Cheri Keys, this popular fellowship program was brought back in
2017. Covenant Eights has been a welcome addition to our life together at Church of the Covenant over
the last year. We are excited by the response we have seen to these groups, and are looking forward to
another year of food and fellowship in 2018.
We are happy to announce that this year that we are adding an all-ages group, where everyone – from
the youngest children to the wisest elders – is welcome, and intergenerational activities will be included at
each gathering.
Look for more information on our Covenant Eights gatherings coming soon. If you’d like to sign up for
a dinner group, follow the link here to the online sign-up sheet. In-person sign up will begin in late
February. For more information, contact Lynda Starr or Melanie Marsh Baum.

A Bigger Table
by Kevin J. Lowry,
Chaplin for Students and Director of
Covenant Student Ministries
One of Covenant Student Ministries' signature programs has been our monthly student brunch. Over
the past ten years hundreds of students from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland Institute of Art,
Cleveland Institute of Music and Cleveland State University have been part of our table. We have
consumed thousands of pounds of food and made countless different connections and memories.
Following in the footsteps of our Christian ancestors this monthly meal has become, for many, church
in its purest form: a celebration of God’s goodness and unwavering love for each one of us, a restoration
of all that separates us in our relationships from one another and from God; and an intentional living out,
in our daily life, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. For many of our students, this is a time to reconnect with a
community outside of the college bubble and to interrupt the intensity of the daily routine for something
that gives life and builds resiliency.
This year you may have noticed a slight shift in our language around our monthly meal. We have
moved from calling it the Student Brunch to calling it our Community Meal; an inclusive shift to welcome
more people to an ever-growing, bigger table. It has also happened that this semester our meals are
scheduled for the first Sunday of the month and coincide with our monthly celebration of communion in
worship -- a happy accident through which our community meal has become an extension of communion
and an extension of worship.
As Covenant Student Ministries looks forward to the next ten years of our community meals, we hope
you will join us, be part of our monthly table where we express Christ’s compassion, and where all are
welcome to come and be fed, to nourish their minds, bodies, and spirits. Consider this your invitation -whether you are a student or not! -- to join us each and every month as we come together as one
community, one body, and in relationship with one another and with God around a bigger table.
Our next Community Meal is Sunday, March 4th in the Living room following the 10:00 am worship
service. The meal is free but we respectfully request that you RSVP so that we know how many to expect.
If you plan on coming please contact Kevin Lowry at klowry@CovenantWeb.org. We are also looking for
Covenant members who can help by providing a main dish, side, salad or dessert for our meal.
Contact Kevin for further information.

Supporting Covenant
Youth Is as Easy as ABC
by Mindy Stewart, Director of Family Ministries
Attend a Youth Mission Fundraiser

“Travel the World on Earth Day” with us after church Sunday, April 22nd at
an International Potluck and Live Auction! You’ll have the opportunity to
taste eclectic foods and bid on a “Mystery Welcome Box” from our friends
and family in the U.S. and around the world. Contact Mindy Stewart to
explore more details of this eye-opening event.
A loving thank you to all who participated in the "40 Days of Giving"
fundraiser. May your engagement with the Lenten activity bless you as you
have blessed our youth.

Believe in the Covenant’s Future Generation
Don’t miss Youth Sunday on May 13th! You’ll have the opportunity to learn
from our youngest disciples through interactive worship what they’ve
been discovering about God and God’s people during their Sunday
School lessons of the Old Testament.
Celebrate the faith journeys of our five senior high confirmands at
Confirmation Sunday on May 20th!

Care about the Mission

The youth in grades 4th-12th will be able to participate in three different Mission
Opportunities this summer. Joining Fairmount and Forest Hills Presbyterian
Church:
6th-8th graders will be serving alongside “Memphis Youth Mission” in
Memphis, TN
9th-12th graders will be engaging in worship and fellowship at “Montreat
Youth Conference: Lift Every Voice” in Montreat, NC
4th-12th graders will be reaching out locally during a “Mystery Mission” in
Cleveland.
Connect with a youth to learn which opportunity they hope to participate in and what
support they may need. For more information about how you can become more involved
in any of these happenings, please contact Mindy Stewart at mstewart@covenantweb.org

Organ Concert
Sunday, February, 25, 4:00pm
Craig Cramer, University of Notre Dame

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Covenant Young
Professionals
Gathering (YPG)
If you are post-college
and seeking a community
at Covenant, Join us for
YPG! Our next gathering
will be Sunday March 4th
for our Second Annual
YPG Oscar Party. Look
for more details coming
soon. For more
information, contact
Melanie Marsh Baum or
Mindy Stewart.
Are you looking for a
church home?
Join us for our next New
Members Information
Class on Sunday March
4th at 11:30am in the
Herrick Room.

Updates from the
Ministry of Finance
(David Finkenthal, elder and moderator; Keith Kallay, church
treasurer; Elizabeth Hagen, Mike Heines, and Suchi Nelson, elders;
Ron Neill, at-large)

Thanks to your generosity and the hard work of the
Stewardship Team, we are thrilled to report that we exceeded
our aspirational goal of $335,000 in pledges for 2018. Pledges
as of January 31, 2018, totaled $336,317. We are deeply
grateful for your gifts, which enable us to effectively implement
our vision through our ministries. See the top graph for more
information about our campaign. Thank you for your generosity!
We pray that your giving brings you great joy.
Quarterly statements will be sent by email to help you keep
track of your giving. If you have questions about your
commitment to give or would like to set up online giving,
contact Este Pozza, Manager of Finance and Operations, at
epozza@covenantweb.org or by calling the church office.
Because of the great results of the stewardship campaign,
the session will be able to bring the 2018 budget into balance.
Pledge receipts for 2017 were $306,658 against pledges of
$313,301.
To learn more about the 2018 budget, the results of the fiscal
year 2017, and the management of our endowment funds join
members of the Ministry of Finance for an information session
after worship on Sunday, March 4 in Beckwith Hall.

Financial Peace University (FPU) is a practical, entertaining, and even fun class on money management which
offers something to folks at every stage of life, from student to retiree. Everyone can benefit! With this class, you
CAN take control of your money and create a plan for your future.
This 90 minutes class that meets once a week for nine weeks. Couples are encouraged to attend together so that
you and your partner can understand your individual views of money and learn to manage your finances towards
shared goals. FPU helps to integrate faith with an area of life that can cause both great joy and intense stress. Our
next 9-week series will begin soon. In 2017, the church offered two FPU classes, both facilitated by members Will
and Susan Klein. Here are some of the results:
Number of families attending

9

Amount of debt paid off

$55,232

Amount of money saved

$53,130

Number of credit card accounts closed:

14

Number of families able to substantially
increase giving to the church:

2

Contact the church office or talk with Susan or Will Klein to learn more about this opportunity and how it has
brought financial peace and increased generosity to their family.

At the Church of the Covenant, our vision is
to be a welcoming spiritual home, live God's inclusive love,
express Christ's compassion, and do justice in the world.
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