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The Potential 

The Alexander McGaffin Memorial Carillon in University Circle is the only cast-bell carillon within the 

City of Cleveland and one of four in Greater Cleveland. The 47 bronze bells, weighing 15,000 pounds, 

are played from a room within a 140-foot tower on Euclid Avenue and can be heard throughout 

University Circle by students, staff, and visitors ranging from the Case Western Reserve University 

(CWRU) campus through Wade Oval, The Fine Arts Garden Lagoon, and the University Hospitals 

Healing Garden. It has been played on Sundays and other worship occasions since its 1968 installation by 

Covenant’s part-time professional carillonneur. 

 The carillon could be a daily presence marking the hours, presenting music for academic events 

(alma mater, fight song, etc.), patriotic music for national events, and daily and seasonal concerts by both 

professional carillonneurs and a Student Guild. The audience can include hundreds of people whose days 

would be enhanced by the beautiful sound, and the community can feel unity and solidarity through the 

sharing of this soundscape. 

 

The Vision 

 The bells mark every hour, half hour, and quarter hour, with a newly composed “University 

Circle Quarters” to replace the Westminster Quarters. 

 Bell music streamed into the Church of the Covenant sanctuary allows the instrument to become 

an important part of worship services, including music for prayers and descants to hymns. The 

bells also participate in indoor concerts with other instruments. 

 The community enjoys summer concerts on the Church of the Covenant lawn and CWRU north 

campus. 

 

The Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle seeks to: 

 P reserve and Revitalize the Only Cast-Bell Carillon within the 

City of Cleveland 

 E nrich Quality of Life in the University Circle Community by 

Transforming the Soundscape with Music and Providing Free 
Concert Events 

 A dvance Education and Collaboration through the Creation 

of Student Carillon Guilds  

 L ight a Torch of Creativity by Commissioning New Music and 

Community Events  
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 Bell music in University Circle continues into the future through the establishment of an endowed 

chair for the position of University Circle Carillonneur. 

 Hundreds in the community hear the restored clock chimes in the tower. 

 The bells peal in celebration of academic and patriotic events as well as religious and civic 

holidays and seasons, marking the most joyous and saddest of events, local to global. 

 Members of the Student Guild present informal concerts twice daily. 

 Outside visiting professionals from around the world, particularly American and European artists, 

present formal concerts throughout the year. 

 Education opportunities about the carillon tradition continue to expand beyond the present tower 

tours. 

 People on the ground level enjoy performances up close through a video feed from the playing 

cabin. 

 Shut-ins, church and university alumni, supporters, and other interested individuals from around 

the world enjoy the new offerings through audio and video streamed via the Internet. 

 Regular maintenance ensures the bells will be enjoyed in the Circle for perpetuity. 

 

2014 MOU and 2017 Revisions 

To accomplish this vision, extensive renovation of the existing instrument is necessary to enhance and 

preserve the integrity of the instrument. The work will be done by the Royal Eijsbouts Bell Foundry in 

Asten, The Netherlands, the company that cast the bells and made the initial installation in 1968. 

 This project, plus other new activities and events, can greatly enhance the presence of the Church 

of the Covenant in the University Circle area. The carillon has meaning and importance for the 

surrounding community including CWRU, University Hospitals, and University Circle Inc. These outside 

groups plus various foundations interested in enhancing community life can share in the realization of this 

vision. They will all benefit from it.  

 Recognizing the increasing urgency of renovation of the now-49-year-old instrument, Trustees 

and Session jointly chartered a McGaffin Carillon Task Group in 2014. This task group concluded that a 

new and separate 501c3 nonprofit should be formed to maximize participation by and fundraising 

(approximately $1 million) from the entire community. This was incubated as a program of Covenant 

University and Community Ministries (CUCM), the independent 501c3 nonprofit connected to Covenant, 

with the members of the McGaffin Carillon Task Group as its Steering Committee. Free midday concerts 

and Tower Tours were inaugurated immediately to begin raising awareness of the instrument.  

Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle (FMC) received its nonprofit corporation 

status from the IRS on March 13, 2015. Its governing body includes representatives from the Church of 

the Covenant (Covenant) and the outside community and is responsible for raising funds and 

administering the details to bring the vision outlined above to reality. 

The FMC board of directors respectfully requests that updates and other revisions to the MOU 

executed in 2014 be endorsed by Covenant’s Trustees and Session. 
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