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Centered in the Circle  ~  Open to the World 

                               Reflections 
 

The Church of the Covenant is wonderfully diverse – in every way – which means that there are 

always going to be issues that threaten the health of our community. In this tumultuous time for 
us as a nation, the church must be a place where people from across the political spectrum are 

welcome. As a church, we must proclaim and practice our core values of compassion, forgiveness, 
and love within this diverse community. But there is nothing easy about practicing these values. 

For all of us, it will require time, humility, discomfort, and lots of deep breathing! 
 

At the annual Session retreat in January, the elders and I had a conversation about the respiratory 
system of church life. Just as our human bodies require us to inhale and exhale to function  

properly (and live!), so the body of Christ – the church – needs to also breathe in and out.        
The church’s breath is not oxygen and carbon dioxide, but the Holy Spirit, God’s presence who 
lives and moves and works among us. 

 

As a congregation, it is vital that we attend to the Holy Spirit as it moves among us. How do we do that? We inhale by    

attending to our individual and collective spiritual development. Our most important inhalation is worship, where all people 
are welcomed to encounter God (and to set aside time and space and attention for God to encounter us) through prayer, 

music, silence, and the proclamation of God’s Holy Word. In worship over the next few months, we will focus on the Psalms 
– the prayers of our ancestors which still resonate deeply with us today – and the Lord’s Prayer, how Jesus taught his own 

disciples to pray. Prayer is a vital element of inhaling, and we hope these series will help you to find new ways to relate to 
God through your practices of prayer.  
 

Worship is a vital part of spiritual development, but worship alone is not enough to sustain us. The church offers many      
ongoing opportunities to inhale: weekly Bible study, Theology on Tap, adult forums, monthly women’s Bible study, monthly 

Enneagram discussion group, and quarterly Seasons of the Soul classes.  
 

This winter, you can also inhale by exploring the Christian practice of meditation. Meditation has become mainstream, used 
in healthcare, exercise classes, workplaces, and other settings. But Christian meditation has a rich tradition spanning nearly 

two thousand years. On Saturdays during Lent, we will explore the history and the practice of meditation. All who attend will 
walk away with concrete tools to practice this ancient spiritual discipline.  

 

These programs represent the in breath of the church respiratory system, by which the Holy Spirit nourishes us and guides 
our life together. Inhaling is important, but an organism must inhale and exhale to live. As a church, the Holy Spirit not only 

lives and moves within us, it calls us to be the church beyond our walls as well. The out breath is represented by our faithful 
service to others.  
 

How do we do that? We provide Sunday School classes for our children each week. The Cache Resale Shop is open twice a 
week providing high quality clothing and home goods at bargain prices. We host the Saturday Tutoring program, Daniel E. 

Morgan Tutoring, and Classrooms to Corporations, programs working with students from all over Cleveland to support them 
in school and beyond. We keep a well-stocked food pantry for those who need emergency assistance (replenished by dona-

tions of food and money taken every fourth Sunday in worship). We regularly send volunteers to Habitat for Humanity builds 
and North Church. We open our doors, our hearts, and in some cases our homes, to many of the college and graduate    

students in our neighborhood. These programs are all supported by volunteers who find joy in their service.  
 

Sometimes there are activities at the church that are both inhaling and exhaling. One example is the interfaith prayer    
service for our leaders and our nation, which will take place on President’s Day, Monday, February 20, at 7:00 pm. We will 

open our sanctuary to people of any faith as we come together in prayer and worship.  
 

This year, as we seek to be a place of true welcome, healing, and hope in a broken world, your leaders and staff will be closely 

attending to the respiratory function of the church. Are we inhaling (deepening our spiritual development) deeply enough? 
Are we exhaling (serving others) as fully as we possibly can? We invite you to join us in thinking of your journey of         

discipleship in this way, and make sure your involvement with Covenant involves both inhaling and exhaling. 
 

See you in church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 



                  The Covenant Tribute Fund 
 

Recently the Trustees received a particular letter from a member of many years ago. Mr. Arthur 

Martin, who once lived in Cleveland Heights and attended Church of the Covenant with his fami-
ly, wished to give a financial gift to the church in memory of his late mother and sister. I had the 

opportunity of visiting with Mr. Martin on a recent trip to Chicago. His family loved the music of 
the Covenant, and Mr. Martin wishes the funds his gift generates to be used towards some of the 
expenses of the music program. I greatly enjoyed the time he and I spent together and especially 

liked hearing stories of the church when Arthur and his sister attended as children. 
 

About a year ago the Trustees established a Tribute Fund. This fund enables those of us who wish to thank or honor     

someone—perhaps for an anniversary or special occasion—to do so by making a contribution to Church of the Covenant in 
their name. Although gifts like Arthur Martins’ are much appreciated, gifts of any amount are happily received, the honorees 
are thanked and noted in the weekly e-news and the Annual Report. 
 

As faithful members of our church, we are challenged to consider the legacy of the church beyond our lifetime. All of us en-
joy the beauty and graciousness that benefit us as members that really comes from generations of generous people that pro-

vided for the church in their wills. Planned giving to ensure the future of Church of the Covenant is essential. Conversations 
about this could be started with our pastor, Amy Starr Redwine. 
 

A beautiful church with an inspiring mission and the legacy of kind and generous souls contributing to its continuance for 

many years ahead provides a unique opportunity for each of us, with God’s blessing, to link our present into the future.    
 

  Martha Goble, President, Church of the Covenant Board of Trustees 

          Financial Peace University 
                 Tuesdays, March 7 – May 2 

                          7:00–8:30 pm 

                  Sign up in the Church office 
 

Will and Susan Klein will be coordinating Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University (FPU) 

class; a practical, entertaining and even fun class on money management. FPU has some-
thing for everyone, from young singles, to   families struggling to make ends meet, to 

people post-retirement. Everyone can benefit from this class.  
 

FPU  is a 90 minutes class that meets once a week for nine weeks.   
         Classes will begin March 7 and go for nine weeks. 
 

FPU  is a great class for couples. It will help you and your partner understand your  
         individual views of money and how to come together as a team to manage your  

         finances towards shared goals and as a result make your relationship stronger.  
 

FPU  is a unique and useful tool for anyone interested in taking control of their  

          finances and truly achieving financial peace. 
 

Talk with Susan or Will Klein to learn more about this opportunity and how it has brought 

financial peace to their family.  Learn more at www.daveramsey.com/fpu/. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Update – Give from the Heart! 
 

Thank you for your generous pledges toward our 2017 stewardship campaign. Your Stewardship 

Team – all new to this process but valiant in our efforts -- has been working hard since August       
assessing past giving patterns and deciding what we felt our congregation could support in 2017. We 

are pleased to report that you have helped us reach 90% of our goal, which means we are in a strong 
position to live out our mission through meaningful worship, education, and service.  
 

We remain $30,000 short of our goal. With over two hundred giving units in the congregation, we have determined that 
if every family makes a $200 pledge or increases their current pledge by $200, we will better position the church  

to responsibly manage our resources as we offer meaningful and rewarding programs to build faith and share the 

gospel. The members of the Stewardship Team have already kicked off this effort to Give from the Heart! by each increasing 
our pledges by $200 – please join us! There will be a special opportunity during worship on February 12 to pledge your   
support. If you can make a pledge or increase your pledge, you can do so at any time – online, by mail, or by calling Este  

Pozza, Manager of Finance and Operations.  
 

Thank you for all the ways you give to God’s church! 

  Martha Goble, Mike Heines, Will Klein, and Jim Smekal, Stewardship Team 

 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/


 

News from Family Ministries 
 
 

New Year = New PACT! 
 

This year the activities for Parents And Children Together (PACT) will look a little different as the families become more 
engaged in the planning and hosting of the events. Traditionally PACT has been held at the Church of the Covenant on the 

4th Fridays of the month, but with family schedules becoming increasingly busier, and the University Circle neighborhood  
offering multiple family-friendly entertainment options, the PACT program is branching out. In keeping with the original   

vision, the activities will be low-cost to the families and provide a time for parents to socialize and the children to develop 
friendships. As individual families help staff coordinate the monthly gatherings, each outing will have its own unique touch of 

creativity and adventure. While activities will be geared for children in Pre-Kindergarten through 6th grade, All families are 
welcome to attend PACT! Contact Mindy Stewart (MStewart@CovenantWeb.org) to find out more information or get on 

the mailing list for upcoming events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates and Join us if you can! 
 

July 19–23: “Montreat Middle School Youth Conference” in Marysville, TN (Junior High Youth) 
 

July 30–August 5: “Broad Street Ministry” in Philadelphia, PA (Senior High Youth) 
 

Plans are in process for the 2017 Summer Youth Mission Experiences. The Junior High Youth (5th-7th graders) will be        

traveling to Maryville College in Maryville, TN to attend the “Montreat Middle School Youth Conference” while the Senior 
High Youth will serve alongside “Broad Street Ministry” in Philadelphia, PA. For more information on how to engage with the 

youth on these experiences, please contact Mindy Stewart at MStewart@CovenantWeb.org. 
 
 

Save More Dates and Support our Mission! 
 

Your attendance and a Free Will Offering will be much appreciated for the following Youth Mission fundraisers: 
 

 

Wednesday, March 1 

Ash Wednesday Pancake Dinner!  
Please join us for a pancake dinner served by  

the youth at 6:00 pm followed by the service  
at 7:00 pm.  
 

Sunday, May 21 
Stay tuned for more information about a lunch 

and auction hosted by our youth. 
 

Sunday, July 9 
Annual Youth Car Wash  

Let the youth (with adult supervision) wash  
your car in the church parking lot while you’re  

in worship. Car Wash begins at 9:00 am. 

mailto:MStewart@CovenantWeb.org
mailto:MStewart@CovenantWeb.org


 

In December Covenant Student Ministries received three grants that total $4,500. The first two 

grants from Ukirk / The Presbyterian Mission Agency and Presbytery of the Western Reserve 

provide funding for a student intern for 2017 calendar year. The intern will be working closely 

with Kevin Lowry our Chaplain and Director of Student Ministries to continue to reach out to 

the students at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland Institute of Art and Cleveland Institute of  

Music. The third grant provided by Ukirk / The Presbyterian Mission Agency is for a special Taizé Wor-

ship Service for the Student Community. This worship service is currently being planned for Holy Week 

and we look forward to sharing more details with the Covenant Community as the planning unfolds.  

Covenant Student Ministries Receives Three Grants 
Renews it Commitment to being a Welcoming Community 

In December the Covenant Student Ministry Steering Committee renewed its commitment to creating a welcoming    

community for students in University Circle by approving a new statement of welcome and inclusion. We look forward to 
the ways that this will open our doors to the campus community and welcome people in! 

Covenant Student Ministries creates a campus community 

that intentionally welcomes all. We do this without requiring  
adherence to any religious belief or creed. We foster a climate 

of purposeful inclusion, an environment where all can feel safe, 
valued, cared for, and given an opportunity to form meaningful 

connections with each other. We cherish the diversity of humanity, a diversity which includes differences in sex, age, race, 
ethnicity, and national origin, range of abilities, sexual orientation, gender identity, financial means, education, and political 

perspective. These beliefs and practices apply to all of the activities of our ministry and inform all of our decisions. 

Interfaith Service of Prayer 
President’s Day 

Monday, February 20, 7:00 pm 
 

 

On President’s Day Covenant will host an 
interfaith prayer service for our leaders and 

our nation. We will open our sanctuary to 
people of any faith as we come together in 

prayer and worship.  

Christian Meditation 
Saturdays during Lent 
(time to be determined) 

 

Meditation has become mainstream, used in healthcare, 
exercise classes, workplaces, and other settings. But 

Christian meditation has a rich tradition spanning nearly 
two thousand years. On Saturdays during Lent, we will 

explore the history and the practice of meditation. All 
who attend will walk away with concrete tools to practice 

this ancient spiritual discipline.  

     Wednesday Prayer and Song, 
         Covenant Sanctuary, 7:00 pm 

 

The apostle Paul states, “The goal of our instruction is 
love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 

sincere faith.” (1 Timothy 1:5) One path toward a pure heart is simply 

to enjoy the presence of God and saturate in thanksgiving. On 
Wednesday nights we are providing a relaxed opportunity to engage 

with contemporary worship music by listening, meditating, and singing. 
Open to everyone, the focus is on celebrating the Author of our faith. 

Please join us for a 60 to 90 minute mid-week stress break and enjoy 
God's presence.  
 

And this note from Brian Stewart who coordinates this time of prayer: 
 

Wednesdays are experiments in progress. The gatherings are very small 
(2-12 people), each a little different from one another, but all remarkably 

consistent in producing within the participants a fresh awareness of the 
Father’s love and a sense of His closeness. That’s why we are encouraged 

to continue and to just enjoy the time of worship.  

Opportunities for Prayer and Reflection 

 

Explore Your Enneagram 
Sunday Evenings Each Month, 6:30 pm 
 

The Enneagram is an ancient personality type sys-

tem that has the capacity to help you understand 
yourself and other people better, and further 

your spiritual self-discovery. Contact Amy Starr     
Redwine for more details.  

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
First Wednesdays through May, Library, 10:00 am 

 
 

Tuesday Bible Study 
Tuesdays, Library, 11:00 am 

 
 

Seasons of the Soul 
Wednesday, April 26 & July 26, Herrick Room, 6:00 pm 

 

 

Healing Circle 
First Sundays, Sonia Golden Room, 12:30 pm 

 

 



               Black History Forum Series 
 

“Unpacking Black Lives Matter” with Dr. Zachery R. Williams 

             Sundays in February: 11:30 am, Beckwith Hall 
 

Sundays in February we will have an opportunity to consider 
together race in this time and place with Dr. Zachery Williams, 

Associate Professor of African American History, the University 
of Akron.  
 

February   5:  Separating Fact from Fiction  
February 12:  Black Lives Matter – An Historical Perspective 

February 19:  Space, Place, Race in Context 
February 26:  The Challenge for the 21st Century  

Technology Education for Neighborhood Students 
 

The Sonia Golden Room is transformed into a classroom where nearby high 

school students are taught advanced computer skills leading to Microsoft    Cer-
tification and a ticket to a good job without a college degree. Beginning last 

spring, 2016, Classrooms to Corporations, a nonprofit organization that helps 
largely minority students enter the workforce with marketable IT skills, has con-

ducted grant-funded two-hour Wednesday and Thursday after school classes.  
 

The program uses equipment donated by area corporations like Moen, Timken, 
Verizon and Parker-Hannifin. Computers are refurbished by the students, used 

for teaching and then distributed to schools and other nonprofits who could not 
otherwise afford such equipment. Church of the Covenant is one of five loca-

tions throughout Cleveland where the program is being offered. 

Pictured above is Classrooms to Corporations program certified participant Will Solnosky (left), student of Villa Angela-    
St. Joseph High School instructor Gary Minadeo, who delivered a refurbished laptop, docking station and monitor to the 
Church of the Covenant’s Administrative Services Manager Willie Howard (right) as his son Reander, a Citizens Academy 
student, (seated) and Classrooms to Corporations founder Joe Tarasco (center) observe.  

       God’s Grace Amidst the Disgrace of Racism 
 

This January our church, in partnership with Fairmount Presbyterian 

Church, began an intentional conversation about the sin of racism as it 
relates to our lives as individuals, in community, and as the Church. The 

idea for these conversations was born out of a growing sense that we 
can no longer authentically proclaim the Gospel of Christ without    
addressing the ways the particular sin of racism pervades our culture. 

On January 29, over 50 community members from both congregations 
met for their first of three gatherings.   
 

But even if you are not part of these evenings, we invite you join the 
conversation. We’ve created a reading list to help our communities 

enter into this dialogue. We hope you will take time to read some of 
these books over the next several months, and engage with others – 

ask questions, and share your reflections.  
 

The first book we will look at in our group discussion is Waking Up White by Debbie Irving. It is a revealing and often-times 

uncomfortable glimpse into the life of one white woman who, after “a blissfully sheltered, upper-middle-class suburban   
childhood” seeks to come to terms with her place in the structure of white supremacy. PC(USA) co-moderators, Reverends 

Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston have suggested this book as a denomination-wide “One book, One church” selection for 
2017 and have written a study guide to help congregations engage with the book, and enter into a discussion around the  

issues it raises. To learn more about the national discussion being generated by this book and the wider topic of race, follow 
this link: www.pcusa.org/news/2017/1/23/one-church-one-book-aims-jumpstart-discussions-abo/. 
 

As we begin this journey together, know that your pastoral staff is committed to holding a safe space for your experience 

and exploration of this timely and challenging discussion.   ~ Melanie Marsh Baum 

BOOK LIST 
 

Non Fiction 
 

Waking Up White by Debbie Irving 
 

Between The World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
(audiobook)  

 

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
 

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 
 

Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
 

The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James Cone 
 

Fiction 
 

Small Great Things by Jodie Picoult 

 

 

Continue the conversation  
over lunch at local restaurants. 

 

Sign up in the Church office - or just 
come - following Sunday’s Forum. 

See Nancy Acree for more information. 
 

February 5 
Fredrick’s Wine and Dine 

22005 Emery Road 
 

February 12 
Lancers 21 

1435 East 21st Street 
 

February 19 
Zanzibar Soul Fusion 

13225 Shaker Boulevard 

 

Topics include: 

 

www.pcusa.org/news/2017/1/23/one-church-one-book-aims-jumpstart-discussions-abo/


William Anderson 
Mary Anne Bromelmeier 
Barb Clint 
Martha Goble 
Ron James 
Catherine Jarjisian 

FRESH Initiative Committee 

                        The FRESH Initiative  
How can the Church of the Covenant better engage its various constituencies? Some of us have 
been wrestling with this question.  
 

Ann Philbrick of the Presbyterian Mission Agency has written extensively on the lifecycle of 

churches. She identifies engaging the people in the church’s community as the most critical step to 
remaining vital.   

 

We have also been quietly wrestling with the future of our worn-out kitchen and multi-purpose rooms. While this portion of 

our facility has continued to function, truth be told it does not present a proper welcome.   
    

Recent educational, social and community activities sponsored by Church of the Covenant have been incredibly well-
attended. This level of attendance demonstrated clear evidence of people’s desire for engagement beyond the sanctuary.   
 

The vision of the FRESH Initiative is to create a modern, functional and welcoming hospitality facility.   
 

After several years of study, discussion with current users of the facility and consultation with experts, the FRESH Initiative 
Committee concluded that this is a critical project. Our recommendation to Session to undertake a major capital campaign 

was approved.  
 

We are in the process of scheduling several events to share our vision, plans and excitement about this project. Improving 
the physical facility is the first step to set the stage for new programs, opportunities, and friends. There will be a whole host 

of ways that you will be able to participate in and support the initiative. 
 

 

          Until then think FRESH!  
  

  Food & Fellowship 

  Recreation  

  Education 

  Service 

  Hospitality 

Keith Kallay 
Virginia Kallay 
Al Kuntz 
Chris Langmack 
Marilyn Langmack 
Amy Starr Redwine (ex officio) 

News from the Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle 
 

When Spring comes—and it will!—Friday noon Carillon Concerts will resume 
filling the neighborhood with music on April 21. We thank Mildred Russin for 

partially sponsoring these events in memory of her son-in-law, Leslie Woolf. 
 

Watch for news of a “carillon crawl” being planned this year to visit other  
instruments in Greater Cleveland. 
 

Amazon.com shoppers, please consider visiting smile.amazon.com and  

naming Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle, Inc.,  

as the charity to receive .5% of each eligible purchase’s value from the  

Amazon Smile Foundation. 
 

Congratulate carillonneur George Leggiero on teaching 80-some residents  
of Laurel Lake and Copeland Oaks about carillons through University  

Circle Inc.’s distance learning program. 
 

Our restoration goal is ambitious. Prayers for success, as well as hints of  
potential funders you know, are welcomed! 
 

 

 

Please contact FMC president Denise Horstman (cell phone 216.533.6263) or carillonneur  
George Leggiero with any questions or if you would like George to address a group.  
 

The FMC board deeply appreciates the financial support continuing to come from Covenant  
members for our great instrument. Thank you!     

 

  

11205 Euclid Avenue ~ Cleveland, Ohio 44106 ~ 216.421.0482 

CovenantWeb.org  ~ Covenant@CovenantWeb.org 

Sunday Worship 10 AM~Child care beginning 9:30 AM~Church School 10:15 AM~Adult Education 11:30 AM 

Free parking in the Covenant lot  ~ Wheelchair accessible 

www.ucbells.org  
 

info@ucbells.org 

http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.covenantweb.org
mailto:Covenant@CovenantWeb.org
http://www.ucbells.org
mailto:info@ucbells.org

