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Centered in the Circle  ~  Open to the World 

                  Reflections . . .  life beyond scarcity 
 

On Sunday, October 22, during worship, we will make our financial commitments to the church 

for 2018 (cards will come to you in the mail or can be received from ushers that day). This act of 
making an intentional commitment to share your gifts with the church matters, and not just for 

the church. It makes a spiritual difference in each of our lives, which is why, from the beginning of 
creation, God has invited God’s people to practice giving as a discipline. Sharing our resources is 

an important way to proclaim that God is the author of our lives. 
 

God gives to us so that we can experience the joy and satisfaction of giving. But in our culture, 

messages of scarcity are relentless, and – although it may seem counter-intuitive – the more resources we have, the more 
likely we are to believe these messages that tell us there is only so much to go around, that if someone wins, someone else 

has to lose.  
 

Walter Brueggemann writes, “An ideology of scarcity says…there’s not enough, so hold onto what you have. In fact, don’t 

just hold onto it, hoard it. Put aside more than you need, so that if you do need it, it will be there, even if others must do 
without.” 1  

 

The Church of the Covenant has long been a community that understands the importance and challenge of shifting from an 

ideology of scarcity to a theology of abundance. For decades, we have found ways to open our doors and building, our hearts 
and our wallets to share our resources with others, regardless of whether they share our faith or intend to become a part of 

our community. 
 

Given all the uncertainties in our lives and in our world, it is understandable that many of us feel an underlying sense of     

anxiety and despair, of helplessness and hopelessness. But we are God’s people. Like our biblical and historical ancestors, God 
calls us to risk, to step out into the unknown, to willingly and joyfully embrace a theology of abundance and reject an ideology 

of scarcity. 
 

This calling is a reminder that we are neither helpless or hopeless; we are the recipients of God’s abundant love and grace. 
No matter what we have, it is enough to share, and it is the very act of sharing itself that reveals to us the presence and grace 
of God who gives us more than we can handle, more than we deserve, more than we know what to do with, and then calls us 

to find ways to give it away. 
 

I hope to see you in church on October 22 as together we proclaim that there is indeed life beyond scarcity. 

 
 

P.S. Not going to be in church on Sunday, October 22?  
You may make your commitment online: www.CovenantWeb.org/donate. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

Let us match your generosity!  
 

With confidence in the future of the church, a number of families have come 
together to offer a matching gift of up to $10,000 for first-time pledges and 

pledge increases. If you have pledged in the past, consider increasing your    
commitment by 5-10% to take advantage of the match, and if you have not 

pledged before, discover the power and joy of setting an intention to give to 
God a portion of what God has given you, while knowing that your generosity 

will be doubled. 

1 
Walter Brueggemann, “Enough is Enough,” The Other Side, November-December 2001, Vol. 37, No. 5. 

http://covenantweb.org/donate


Amy, 
 

Upon arriving home from Rhode Island I was greeted with your kind note of 
September 24 regarding the church's action initiating Pastor Emeriti status. 
 

I thank you, the session and the congregation for this special recognition. 
 

We did many things together in a very short time and Covenant has the grace   
to be one of the great progressive voices and churches of the future. For that     
opportunity to lead her I will be forever grateful. 

 

As the hymn I wrote for our centennial says: "Come Covenant 
stand and be counted..." and she will in time… 
 

Please share this with the session and  
congregation as appropriate. 
 

bert 

 

We welcome Jinle Glover to the Covenant Choir 

as the first recipient of a new intern scholarship 
established in memory of the Reverend Jonyrma 

R. Singleton by David and Pat Owen Keltner. All 
donations to this scholarship will be used to   
support a Covenant choir intern from the   

Cleveland School of the Arts. 

Jinle Glover with her mother Nina. 

New Scholarship in Memory of  
the Reverend Jonyrma R. Singleton 

Dear Amy, 
 

Thank you for your kind note informing me that the Covenant 
congregation has afforded me the status of Associate Pastor 
Emeritus. I am honored to be so designated even as I fondly 
remember the 37 years I shared in ministry with the members 
of Church of the Covenant. 
 

Best regards, 
 

Laury  

The Reverend Dr. Robert J. Campbell and the Reverend Laury W. Larson, Pastors Emeritus 
 
 

On September 24 the Covenant congregation voted to confer the status of Pastor Emeritus and Associate Pastor Emeritus on 

the Reverend Dr. Robert J. Campbell and the Reverend Laury W. Larson, Pastors Emeritus respectively.  

What is a "Pastor Emeritus" ? 
 

"Pastor Emeritus" is a title granted by a 

church to show honor to their retiring 

pastor. "Emeritus" is Latin for someone 
who has fulfilled his or her required 

commitment, originally referring to 
veteran soldiers. It is taken from "ex-

merere" meaning "to have earned a 
release from service." "Emeritus" was 

first used for college professors in 
1794, and can be granted to teachers, 

clergy (including Pope Benedict), and 
business and political leaders.  

The Rev. Jonyrma R. Singleton 
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Covenant has a tradition 

of conferring this status on 
living pastors who retire 

from the church. 

Jacob 



What is the Reformation? 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Protestant Reformation was a 
theological revolt in Europe against 

the Roman Catholic Church. Martin 
Luther in Germany, Ulrich Zwingli in 

Switzerland, and John Calvin in France 
protested various practices of the 

Catholic Church and promoted a  
return to biblical doctrine. The pre-

cipitating event of the Protestant 
Reformation is considered to be   
Luther’s posting of his Ninety-five 

Theses on the door of the Witten-
berg Church on October 31, 1517.  

 

Three Weekends Celebrating  

500 Years of the Reformation 

 

Sunday, November 5 
 

“Martin Luther: A Journey to the Heart of the Reformation” 
3:30 pm ~ Beckwith Hall 

 

View this one-hour film, followed by a brief question and answer period  

facilitated by Dan Garland and Amy Starr Redwine.  

We will conclude in time to attend the 5:00 pm vespers service. 
 

Reformation Vespers 
5:00 pm ~ Sanctuary 

 

Music and liturgy featuring J.S. Bach's Cantata  

"Ein feste Burg ist Unser Gott" 

performed by musicians from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music. 
~ 

Sunday, November 12 
 

Reformation Hymn Festival 
10:00 am ~ Worship in Sanctuary 

 

The morning service will feature readings and hymns  

that trace the unfolding of the Protestant Reformation over 500 years. 
 

Marked by Martin (Luther) 
11:30 pm ~ Beckwith Hall 

 

Pastor and Covenant participant Susanne Carter will share a highly subjective 

recollection of life in the family of a Lutheran pastor in post WWII Bavaria. 
~ 

Sunday, November 19 
 

Music of the Reformation 
11:30 pm ~ Beckwith Hall 

 

Music Director and Organist Jonathan Moyer  

will speak about the music of the Reformation. 
 

4:00 pm ~ Sanctuary 

Reformation Concert 
 

Members of the CWRU Early Music program  

present a concert of Reformation themed compositions. 

We will be celebrating 500 years of the Protestant Reformation the first three 

weeks of November. On these three Sundays, join us at 10:00 am when Amy 
Starr Redwine will preach on the Reformation tenets of "Scripture Alone, 

Faith Alone, Grace Alone." Then  participate in a number of musical and    
educational  opportunities. 

Fall Concert ~ A Choral Tapestry  
Case Concert Choir, University Chorale, Case Men’s Glee Club  

November 10, 8:00 pm 

Church of the Covenant Sanctuary 
 

Directors: Michael Peters, Interim Director of Choirs, CWRU and   
Jason Falkofsky, graduate choral student 

 

Three groups of over 90 singers total will weave a choral tapestry with a wide 

variety of repertoire emphasizing American and female composers, themes of 

creation, and living in and building community. The concert will conclude with 

several pieces featuring all singers, including Copland’s “The Promise of Living.”  

This definitive  

biography reveals 
the complicated 

inner life of the 
founding father of 

the Protestant 
Reformation, 

whose intellectual 
assault on Catholicism ushered in a 

century of upheaval that transformed 
Christianity and changed the course 

of world history.  Click here to read 
more. 

 

Recommended reading 

https://www.gotquestions.org/95-theses.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/95-theses.html
https://www.amazon.com/Martin-Luther-Renegade-Lyndal-Roper/dp/0812996194/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1508169430&sr=8-1&keywords=martin+luther+renegade+and+prophet+by+lyndal+roper#reader_0812996194
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11205 Euclid Avenue ~ Cleveland, Ohio 44106 ~ 216.421.0482 

CovenantWeb.org  ~ Covenant@CovenantWeb.org 

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM~Child care beginning 9:30 AM~Church School 10:15 AM~Adult Education 11:30 AM 

Free parking in the Covenant lot  ~ Wheelchair accessible 

 

 

 

Ellen Goodman 

"The Most Important Conversation America Isn't Having" 

Sunday, October 29, 2:00 pm 
 

Pulitzer Prize winning syndicated columnist Ellen Goodman founded The Conversation 

Project as a public health movement to change the way people talk about and plan for 

their end-of-life care. Hear her passionate call to engagement and find the resources to 

help your families and communities engage in this important discussion. This 2017 Cove-

nant Lecture is the culmination of our Fall Worship/Education Series Life Beyond ...  
 

Sponsored by the Church of the Covenant and  
Cleveland Clinic Spiritual Care and Palliative Medicine, 

University Hospitals Palliative Medicine and  
Hospice of the Western Reserve. 

 

Free / Open to the Public. Free parking in the Covenant lot and Ford Road Garage. 
 

Register at: www.EllenGoodmanatCovenant.eventbrite.com 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Community Dinner 

Sunday, November 19 

11:30 am in the Dining Room 
 

The Ministry of Service is calling for volunteers and donations.  
 

Here's how you can help! 
 

   Prepare food:              Bring a side dish, salad, or dessert.  
 

   Financial Donations    Donate to buy turkeys by November 12. 

   for Turkeys:         Mark your check “dinner” or go online at  

                                        CovenantWeb.org/donate. 
 

   Volunteer:                   Help the Covenant Chefs with set-up, serve, or clean-up. 
 

   Come!                          Be a part of this annual Thanksgiving tradition! 
 

Please sign up in the church office by Wednesday, November 15. 

Trunk-or-Treat . . .It's Not just for Kids!  

Friday, October 27 

6:00–8:00 pm, Covenant Parking Lot 
 

Volunteer, Donate, Dress Up, or Decorate.  
Whatever you do, don't miss out on this  

Free, Family-Friendly, Community-Driven event!  
 

There will be Live Music, Hot Chili, Hayrides, and S'mores. 

All available for the young and young at heart.  
 

Don't be Tricked into missing out on this special Treat! 
 

Contact Mindy Stewart for more information.  

MStewart@CovenantWeb.org. 
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