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Centered in the Circle  ~  Open to the World 

The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

 

                                             Reflections 
 

This summer, I’ve been reading the book Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t Belong To by the    

pastor and writer Lillian Daniel. With wisdom, insight, and a biting sense of humor, Daniel articulates 
the frustration among many progressive Christians that the churches we belong to and the religion 

we espouse are different from how they are often portrayed in the public arena. Daniel names how 
the church, at its best, provides an experience of true community that is inclusive,  diverse, respectful, 

and loving. Churches can serve as a container for this kind of community precisely because our    
identity is grounded in the belief that all people are God’s beloved children called to share God’s love 

with the world.  
 

Over the next few months, we will strengthen our community by providing space for people to come together to confront 
issues of life and faith. On Wednesday, August 23, we will host a lecture and book signing on behalf of Preterm, a local    

women’s healthcare provider. Dr. Willie Parker, a Christian physician and abortion provider in the South, will speak about his   
recently published book Life's Work: A Moral Argument for Choice. We are grateful to support this opportunity for people to 

hear Dr. Parker’s unique perspective on this issue.   
 

On Sunday, October 1, Covenant will host the Gun Violence Symposium on behalf of our mission partner (and Covenant  

University and Community Ministries member) God Before Guns. That morning in worship, the Rev. Dr. James Atwood will 
preach and lead our adult forum. Dr. Atwood is a retired Presbyterian minister and author of two books, America and Its Guns: 
A Theological Expose and the recently published Gundamentalism and Where It Is Taking America. The Gun Violence Symposium 

will take place that afternoon from 2:00 – 6:00 pm. 
 

Finally, our Life Beyond… sermon and education series (read more below) will culminate on Sunday, October 29, when we will 

partner with the Cleveland Clinic, Hospice of the Western Reserve, and University Hospitals to present this year’s Covenant 
Lecturer, Ellen Goodman. Goodman is a Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist whose twice-weekly syndicated column ran in news-

papers throughout the country from 1976 until 2010. She is the founder of the Conversation Project, a non-profit that aims 
to change the way people talk about, and prepare for, death. Her most recent book, Paper Trail, is a collection of her columns. 
 

Our wonderful Covenant library has copies of the books mentioned above (and many others). I invite you to add them to 
your reading lists and let me know when you’d like to get together to talk about what you’ve read. May this be one of the 

many ways we continue to build an informed, open-minded, and open-hearted community of faith here at the Covenant. 

          Fall Worship/Education Theme: Life Beyond… 
 

Death. It is as much a part of life as birth, love, illness, and work – which is to say that it       

happens to each one of us. Yet we live in a culture that, both from an emotional and medical 
perspective, often acts as though death can be avoided. What can our faith in One who died 

and was raised teach us about how God equips us to understand and face death – both our own death and the death of those 
we love? How can we draw alongside those who are nearing the end of life in a way that brings meaning and comfort to the 

dying process? How can we better support those who are grieving the death of loved ones or who are suffering despair to 
the point of considering suicide?  
 

This fall in worship and education, we will explore the idea of Life Beyond…life beyond death, but also life beyond the things 
that lead to death, both literal and spiritual, including despair, addiction, and grief. We will read, listen and watch content that 

offers new insight into how we might approach dying and consider some of the many decisions we can make to bring dignity 
and peace to our own deaths. We will also hear from members of the Covenant community about their Life Beyond Sunday   

as they share with us the work they do during the week. The series will culminate on October 29 with a lecture by Ellen 
Goodman, syndicated columnist and the founder of the Conversation Project, which guides people in having meaningful    

conversations that lead to decisions about end of life care. 
 

Would you like to speak during an adult forum about the work you do (or have done) professionally,  
and about how your faith informs your work and vice versa? Contact Amy Starr Redwine. 

 

 



Kick off Sunday September 10 
 

 Guest preacher Dr. Ken McFayden 
 

      Dr. McFayden is the Academic Dean of Union Presbyterian Seminary and  

      Professor of Ministry and Leadership Development. His book, Strategic  
      Leadership for a Change, describes the importance of processing the grief that 

      comes with change even as we move strategically toward an unknown future. 
 

 Blessing of Backpacks (for teachers, faculty, and students of all ages!) 
 

 Brief presentation in the Sanctuary following worship by Christopher Trotta,  

      levelHeads, Inc. about FRESH lower level project  
 

 Lunch after worship with cake to celebrate Mildred Russin’s retirement 

Stewardship ~ Life Beyond Scarcity 
An Invitation. . .  

 

This fall, the Stewardship Team invites all members and friends of Covenant to attend one of the events listed below.  
Come and hear about the financial health of the church and how the spiritual  

discipline of generosity provides us with life beyond scarcity. 

Thursday   September 14  6:00 pm  Drinks and Snacks at Crescent Digital 

      Hosted by Mike  and Marjie Heines 
 

Sunday      September 17  4:00–6:00 pm  Open House for current and former Trustees  
      at the home of Amy & Derek Starr Redwine 
 

Saturday    September 30 10:00 am–12:00 pm Brunch at the home of Martha Goble 
 

Sunday       October 8      12:30 pm  Lunch at the home of Jim and Nancy Smekal 

2018 Stewardship Timeline 
September 14–October 8  Attend a stewardship event (see above) 

Monday, October 9           Stewardship letters and pledge cards mailed 

Sundays, October 1–22     Members will speak in worship about the  

      spiritual discipline of generosity 

Sunday, October 22    Pledge cards offered in worship 

Sunday, October 29    Initial reporting of stewardship campaign results 

 

Coming Soon! 
 

We are currently transitioning 
to a new database called Realm which 

will afford members greater ease in  
communication, scheduling, and tracking 

financial contributions. Stay tuned for 
more information later in the fall. 

Financial Peace University 
Tuesdays, September 5 – October 31, 7:00–8:30 pm 

Sign up online at http://www.fpu.com/1047229 

The cost for the materials is $93 plus shipping.  

Order online at the above link. 
 

 

Will and Susan Klein will be coordinating Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 

(FPU) class; a practical, entertaining and even fun class on money management. FPU has 
something for everyone and everyone can benefit from this class. With this class you 

CAN take control of your money, get out of debt, and create a plan for your future. 
 

FPU  is a 90 minutes class that meets once a week for nine weeks.   
         Classes will begin September 5 and go for nine weeks. 
 

FPU  is a great class for couples. It will help you and your partner understand your  
         individual views of money and how to come together as a team to manage your  

         finances towards shared goals and as a result make your relationship stronger.  
 

FPU  is biblically based and a great way to learn God’s way of handling money. 
 

 

Talk with Susan or Will Klein to learn more about this opportunity and how it has 

brought financial peace to their family. Learn more at www.daveramsey.com/fpu/. 

  

Covenant Cache  

Resale Shop 
 

Open  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Lower Level 
 

Always treasures  to be found! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Donations and Volunteers Welcome! 

http://www.fpu.com/1047229
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/


 

Family Ministries 

2017–18 Confirmation Class 
A new confirmation class begins September 
2017. We will meet throughout the 2017-18 

school year with confirmation taking place on 
Pentecost, May 20, 2018.  

 

Prospective confirmands 

   Veronica Bromelmeier  
   Victoria Hagan 

   Seth Lim  
   Camron Mitchell 
   Justin Mitchell 

Join us as we travel 
on Route 66, learning 
and exploring the 66 
books of the Bible, 
during Sunday School 
this year. 

Sunday School begins September 10 

We wish them many blessings as they begin this year of learning and discernment!  

 

 

 

Labor of Love  
Conversation ~ Prayer ~ Processing  

 
 

Monday, September 4  
 

6:30–8:00 pm 

7:00 pm Communal Prayer 
 

Child Care Available 
 

As the church in the world we are called  to confront rac-

ism, hatred, fear, and division. To do this work well we 
need to care for one another, be with one another, pray 

for and with each other, and for our enemies. Join us on 
Labor Day evening as we do the work of God’s people. 

  

You are invited! 
 

 

 
 

Friday, September 29, 7:30 pm 

Hanna Theatre 
 

Sign up in the church office. 
 
 

You are invited to enjoy a special evening in the intimate setting  
of the Hanna Theatre. The production is based on the Victor Hugo novel  

and songs from the Disney film. 
 

6:30  Salon Discussion with the director  

7:30  Curtain 
Meet with Martha Bromelmeier, Costume Designer following the play 

 

Learn more about the play.  

 

We are excited to 
welcome  

Martha Bromelmeier  

home to Cleveland!  
 

 

This is Martha’s first 
time designing for 

Great Lakes Theater 
since  college when she was a summer 

intern. She has numerous theater credits 
in a diversity of genres and has styled 

many leading ladies including Patti LuPone, 
Glenn Close, Audra McDonald, and Anna 

Kendrick. She is a Cleveland Heights High 
graduate, has a BFA from Ohio Universi-

ties Honors Tutorial College and an MFA 
from Carnegie Mellon University.  

 

DisGRACE – Part II  

Opportunities for Study & Reflection 
 

A faithful response to the  
embedded and structural racism  

in church and culture.  

The New Jim Crow Book Study  

September 24–October 29  
 

Sunday nights at  
Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

Locked in a Box: Immigration Detention 

documentary movie 

Friday, October 20 
 

Sponsored by Church of the Covenant 
and Fairmount Presbyterian Church 

 

Friday, October 27 
5:30–7:30 pm 

Covenant Parking Lot 

Decorate your car 
Donate chili and candy  

Come for a family-friendly good time! 

http://www.greatlakestheater.org/tickets/shows/the-hunchback-of-notre-dame


11205 Euclid Avenue ~ Cleveland, Ohio 44106 ~ 216.421.0482 

CovenantWeb.org  ~ Covenant@CovenantWeb.org 

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM~Child care beginning 9:30 AM~Church School 10:15 AM~Adult Education 11:30 

AM 

 

Tuesday Noon Organ Recitals 

September 5 – October 31 
 

Free! Bring a Lunch!  Bring a Friend! 
 

 

Friday Carillon Concerts  

& Tower Tours 
 

September 15 – November 17 
12:15 – 12:45 pm 

 

Sponsored by  

Friends of the McGaffin Carillon 
 

The FRESH Initiative 

Revitalizing the Church’s Lower Level 
Learn more immediately following worship September 10 

 

The long-awaited and much-needed renovation of our kitchen, dining room, and activities room (Cache) is finally moving 

forward! We are now working with architect and planner Christopher Trotta of levelHeads, Inc.  He understands our needs 
and has developed a workable plan with a reasonable budget. We have already received a number of generous gifts and 

pledges, as well as an anonymous leadership gift of $100,000. These give us the jump start we need in order to begin. All of 
us in the Covenant community will have the opportunity to contribute to this vital venture. On Sunday, September 10 in the 

sanctuary following worship, Mr. Trotta will give a brief overview of the project. We hope everyone will stay to see and 
hear an introduction to the exciting plan!  
 

Meanwhile, think FRESH! 
 

Martha Goble, Keith Kallay, Tom Keys, Chris Langmack, Marilyn Langmack 
 

Lower Level Task Force 

  Food & Fellowship 

  Recreation  

  Education 

  Service 

  Hospitality 

News from the Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle 
 

Plans are under way for the McGaffin Carillon 50th anniversary celebration on June 9, 2018. Individual donations from FMC 
donors and Friends have made it possible to fund the first phase of the renovation: the Cragin Peal, which hasn’t sounded for 

many years. If you would like to be part of the celebration planning, contact Denise Horstman at 216. 533.6263 or          
denise.horstman@sbcglobal.net. 
 

FMC has received two grants from the Leonard Krieger Fund of the Cleveland           
Foundation. These funds have made it possible to build a solid administrative foundation 

for the FMC, to build the McGaffin Carillon identity in the community, and to expand and 
promote the concerts and activities at the carillon. 
 

The McGaffin Carillon was highlighted recently in Carrie Wise’s Ideastream productions. 

The television reports ran on WVIZ’s “Applause.” The radio version ran on WCLV and 
WCPN. If you missed them they are available online: http://www.ideastream.org/news/

tour-the-carillon-in-university-circle.  
 

George Leggiero has been awarded an Ohio Arts Council Traditional Artist Apprenticeship Grant. With this grant George 

will mentor recent CIM graduate, Garrett Law, in carillon performance and culture at the McGaffin Tower. Garrett will   
perform and make a presentation at the anniversary celebration next June. He is also studying organ with Todd Wilson. The 
OAC proposal evaluation committee called it a “unique and exciting project” and liked “how the community engagement is 

automatic.”   www.ucbells.org    info@ucbells.org 

Two Opportunities to Tutor! 
 

Saturday Tutoring Program 
Tutor Orientation Saturday, Sept. 9, 10–12 pm  

 

Tutoring (1st–12th grade) 

Saturdays, September 16–November 18 

10:00 am–12:00 pm 
Email SaturdayTutoring@gmail.com 

216.421.0482 ext. 281 ~ SaturdayTutoring.org 
 

Daniel E. Morgan Elementary School 
Tutoring 2nd graders, beginning August 31 

Thursdays on-site, 2–3:30 pm 
Contact Jim Tomaszewski, 

216.224.2098 ~ zewsk52@gmail.com  
 

 

 

http://www.covenantweb.org
mailto:Covenant@CovenantWeb.org
mailto:denise.horstman@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ideastream.org/news/tour-the-carillon-in-university-circle
http://www.ideastream.org/news/tour-the-carillon-in-university-circle
http://www.ucbells.org
mailto:info@ucbells.org
mailto:saturdaytutoring@gmail.com
http://www.saturdaytutoring.org/
mailto:zewsk52@gmail.com


 

Theology on Tap 
Thursdays, 5:30 pm, The Jolly Scholar 

Selected Thursdays at 5:00 pm at The Bottle-
House 

Talk with Melanie Marsh Baum for information. 
 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 
Tuesdays, Library, 11:00 am 

Talk with Amy Starr Redwine for information. 
 

 

Wednesday Prayer and Song, 
Covenant Sanctuary, 7:00 pm 

Talk with Brian or Bonnie Stewart for information. 
 

Healing Circle 
First Sundays, Sonia Golden Room, 12:30 pm 

Talk with Ed Laylin for information. 
 

Meditation Group 
Third Saturdays, Beckwith Hall, 4:00 pm 

Talk with Amy Starr Redwine for information. 

This year, as we journey into the fall season, I invite the women of the church to join me for a day of creative and contem-

plative spiritual practice at our Fall Women’s Retreat, led by local minister and spiritual director, Sharon Seyfarth Garner. In 
her book, Praying with Mandalas, Reverend Garner understands prayer as, “being with God on purpose.” We often have a 

vague notion or belief in a God that is always with us. Yet we so rarely take time to intentionally bask in the presence of 
God, and open ourselves up to the movement of Holy Spirit in our busy daily lives. I hope for each of those present at our 

Women’s Retreat this year will be able to bask in the presence of God, and find themselves re-awakened to God with us 
everywhere we look. As we take a day to surround ourselves with the beauty of creation, to contemplate, create, pray, or 

simply ‘be’, together we will find renewal for the season ahead.   Melanie Marsh Baum 

Opportunities for Prayer and Reflection 

“A grandmother and her energetic young granddaughter were walking in the woods one 

crisp fall day. The leaves were mid-transformation, shades of deep green, orange, red, and 
yellow. The girl skipped ahead along the path while her grandmother walked peacefully behind. Every now and then the young 

girl would stop ling enough to ask a question or two. “Grammy, why do leaves change color?”  “Grammy, where do squirrels 
sleep at night?”  “Grammy, how come I can’t fly like the birds?” The grandmother lovingly and patiently answered the questions 

as best she could before her granddaughter would continue to run ahead of her on the trail. Finally, the little girl slowed her 
pace until she and her grandmother were walking side by side. She reached up and slid her small hand into her grandmother’s 

gentle fingers. “Grammy,” she said breathlessly, “have you ever seen God?” The grandmother smiled down at her granddaugh-
ter. She stopped walking and allowed a moment for sacred silence as she pondered her answer. Finally, she responded: “Have I 

ever seen God? Truth is, my dear, it’s getting so that I hardly see anything else.”   
          From the introduction to Praying With Mandalas by Reverend Sharon Seyfarth Garner 

 

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
First Wednesdays through May 

Begins September 6, 10:00 am, Library 
 

This year we will study the Presbyterian/Horizons 

Bible Study, Cloud of Witnesses: the Community of 
Christ in Hebrews. Please pick up a copy in the 

church office from Willie Howard and read     
Lesson One for our September meeting. All women are welcome to 

join us as we work together to discern God’s word for us in this time 
and place. Talk with Marilyn Demeter, convener, or Karen Burt or 

Deni Horstman for more information. 

 

Explore Your Enneagram 
Formation of a new group 

 

Join Bill Braun and Amy Starr Redwine in this introduction to the 

Enneagram, an ancient tool for spiritual development. Learn more 
about the person God  created you to be. Gain a deeper under-
standing of yourself and those with whom you live and work. This 

group will meet monthly at a date and time chosen by those who 
sign up. Contact Amy Starr Redwine for more information. 

Praying With Mandalas Fall Women’s Retreat  
Saturday September 23, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

River’s Edge Retreat Center  

Registration cost is $50, including meals. 

Reformation Yoga 
Sunday evenings, 5:00 pm, September 17 – October 22 

 

Join the Reverend Nancy Lynch for a six-week series of classes combining yoga and interfaith scripture, 
meditation, and prayer, seeking to unite spirit, mind, and body with God. As students throughout     

Cleveland settle into their new classes we are reminded of the joy of learning. We invite you to a new 
learning adventure of our own. Reformation Yoga is a spiritual practice that invites us to look within our-

selves and be more intentional about turning our attention towards God. No experience is required, and 
all are welcome. Nancy is a Covenant Parish Associate, certified yoga instructor (RYT200), and spiritual 

director affiliated with Spiritual Directors, International.   

 

 



This Fall Covenant Eats, Reads, Listens, Watches 
 

Here are some suggestions to get you started. 
 

Read 
 

Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t Belong To by Lillian Daniel 
 

Gundamentalism and Where It Is Taking America by James Atwood 
 

Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi  

(for a condensed version, read Kalanithi’s article in the New York Times,  

“How Long Have I Got Left?” and then read Lucy Kalanithi’s article published 

after his death, “My Marriage Didn’t End When I Became a Widow”) 
 

Listen 
Krista Tippet’s OnBeing interview with Sheryl Sandberg and Adam Grant, 

“Resilience after Unimaginable Loss” 
 

This American Life Episode “Death and Taxes” 
 

Watch 
TED Talk: Elizabeth Lesser, “Say Your Truths and Seek Them in Others”  

 

Frontline Episode on Being Mortal with Dr. Atul Gawande,  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/being-mortal/  

This fall we invite the Covenant community 

to engage in conversation over a meal 
(eats) around suggested content, including 

books and articles (read), podcast episodes 
(listen), and videos (watch).  
 

These meals and discussions can take place 

during lunch after worship, within existing 
(or new) Covenant Eights 

group, or with staff. Stay tuned 
for specific opportunities, but 
feel free to initiate your own.  

Three Upcoming Events At Covenant 

 

Nancy Starner and Cynthia Szafraniec 
 

Sunday, August 20, 11:30 am 

Covenant Forum 

 
In conjunction with Dr. Parker's lecture, the Session requested 

that we hold an adult forum on this topic. Please join Nancy 
Starner, Director of Development and Communications for 

Preterm, and Cindy Szafraniec, Preterm's Chief Financial Officer 
and a long-time Covenant member, for a forum on Sunday,  

August 20 at 11:30 am. Nancy and Cindy will share information 
about Preterm's work and Cindy will talk about how her faith 

informs and has been informed by her work with Preterm.  

 Dr. Willie Parker  
 

Wednesday, August 23, 7:00 pm 

 

 The Reverend Dr. James Atwood   

                Sunday, October 1 
                      

10:00 am ~ Preaching in Worship 

11:30 am ~ Presenting a Covenant Forum 
  2:00 pm ~ Symposium Keynote Speaker 
 

 

Gun Violence Prevention Symposium, 2:00–6:00 pm 
Gun Violence: Our War at Home  

Ways to Prevent, Intervene, and Heal 
 

Keynote by Dr. Atwood and Panel Discussions 
 From Concerned Citizen to Activist 

 We’re All in This Together 

 Paths to Healing 
 

Dr. Atwood, a retired Presbyterian minister and author of  

America and Its Guns: A Theological Expose and Gundamentalism 
and Where It Is Taking America. 

 

 

Presented by God Before Guns  
 

Go to GodBeforeGuns.org/Events for details. 

Tickets: http://bit.ly/WillieParker 

General Admission: $10 
Student Admission: $5 

Ticket & ID are required for entry. 

On Wednesday, August 23, Covenant will host an event 

on behalf of Preterm, a local women’s healthcare provid-
er. Dr. Willie Parker, a Christian physician and abortion 

provider in the South, will speak about his recently   
published book Life's Work: A Moral Argument for Choice. 

 Ellen Goodman 
Sunday afternoon, October 29 

Covenant Lecture 
 

Partnering with  

The Cleveland Clinic, Hospice of the Western Reserve 
and University Hospitals 

 

This year’s Covenant Lecturer is Ellen Goodman., founder 

of The Conversation Project, a non-profit that aims to 
change the way people talk about, and prepare for, death.  

She will share her experience and encouragement in this 
lecture, which is the culmination of 

our Fall Worship/Education Series 
Life Beyond ... . 
 

Ms. Goodman is a Pulitzer Prize-
winning columnist whose twice-

weekly syndicated column ran in 
newspapers throughout the country 

from 1976 until 2010. Her most 
recent book, Paper Trail, is a collection of her columns. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/25/opinion/sunday/how-long-have-i-got-left.html?_r=0
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/06/my-marriage-didnt-end-when-i-became-a-widow/
https://onbeing.org/programs/sheryl-sandberg-and-adam-grant-resilience-after-unimaginable-loss/
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/523/death-and-taxes
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_lesser_say_your_truths_and_seek_them_in_others
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/being-mortal/
http://godbeforeguns.org/events.html
http://bit.ly/WillieParker
http://theconversationproject.org/

