
The Church of the Covenant 

2017 Narrative Budget 

For over one hundred years, we have sought to be a welcoming spiritual home,  
live God’s inclusive love, express Christ’s compassion, and do justice in the world.  

As a diverse community, we find unity in our shared identity as Jesus' disciples  
and in our desire to put God’s love into action within and beyond these walls.  

Whenever we celebrate the sacrament of baptism, we recall that in baptism God claims us and         
reminds us that we belong to God and that God loves us unconditionally. Just as sacraments are visible 
symbols of God's invisible grace, so stewardship, our choice to give a portion of our financial resources 
to the church, is a tangible way of living our baptismal identity. Although stewardship is an ongoing 
spiritual practice, like all disciplines, this practice benefits from planning and intentionality. We are 
providing a narrative budget for 2017 so that as you discern the details of your  financial commitment 
to the Church of the Covenant, you can better understand not only how your giving impacts the 
church, but how your generosity can generate new possibilities for our future together.  

“O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;  

God's steadfast love endures forever.” 
 

 

There is excitement and energy throughout our community. Melanie 
Marsh Baum is working closely with Deacons and the Ministry of Service 
to serve our members and support our mission partners. Kevin Lowry has 
kicked off several new programs for college and graduate students. 
Mindy Stewart and Kaori Hongo are implementing an engaging new     
education and music program for children and youth. Jonathan Moyer 
and Matthew Garrett are hosting a series of Open Choir rehearsals to  
encourage new voices to join them in making a joyful noise in worship, 
even as they expand the diversity of the music we offer. And behind the 
scenes, our support staff keeps things running smoothly while serving our 
members and community members who use our building.  
 

Thank you for all the ways you give! 

 

 

Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor 

What is a narrative budget? A narrative budget distributes the costs associated with running the 
church,  including personnel and building and grounds, among the three primary areas of our ministry.  
If you are interested in seeing a detailed budget, please contact the church office. 



2017 Budget:  $506,125 

Worship is at the heart of the Church of the Covenant.   

Each Sunday we consider God’s message for our lives. 

Worship and Music 

Highlights: Worship 

 Worship weekly in our century-old gothic sanctuary. 
 

 Covenant community members serve as vital participants in our Sunday worship. 
 

 Lay Worship Leaders offering prayers and scripture. 
 Elders and deacons preparing and serving communion. 
 Ushers and greeters welcoming worshipers. 
 Stephen Ministers providing a listening ear following worship.  

 

Music is central to our worship of God and a gift we share with the community.  

Highlights: Music 

 Volunteer and professional singers offer an array of music  
      Sunday mornings. 
 
 

 The Beckwith Handbell Choir attracts a diversity of participants. 
 

 Open Choir rehearsals and handbell demonstrations invite new voices.  
 

 Tuesday Noon Organ Recitals offer a mid-day respite and welcome 
       new people into Covenant. 
 

 Received $6,400 from the Cleveland Foundation to support Recitals. 
 

 Friday Lunchtime and Sunday morning Carillon Concerts are enjoyed  
      by neighbors of all ages and “Road Scholars” from around the country.  
 

 Students participate through choir and organ internships and a  
      partnership with the Cleveland School of the Arts. 
 

 Collaborative and community musical events, such as the Holiday  
      CircleFest Carol Sing, the Marc Chagall weekend, collaborative concerts,  
      and other concerts and musical events, find Covenant a welcoming venue. 

 Engage students of all ages in worship. 
 

 Youth Sunday and the Christmas Pageant. 
 Serve as Lay Worship Leaders. 
 Sing monthly in the Children’s Choir. 
 Collect Food Pantry offerings. 
 Participate in a Time for Young Disciples. 
 Remain in worship once a month in their own space. 

 

 Services commemorated liturgical days and respond to events in 
our nation and world. 

 

 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; Easter sunrise service; family 
Christmas Eve service.  

 Prayers for Peace remembering lives lost in Orlando. 
 Daily services during the Republican and Democratic  

                   national conventions. 
 An interactive prayer wall on the front lawn.  



Education and Faith Formation  

2017 Budget:  $266,215 

Covenant community provides  
an array of opportunities  

to develop and build our faith.  

Highlights: Adult Opportunities 
 

 Forums to complement worship themes and highlight Outreach Ministries, 
including the fall series on “Faith and the Neighborhood.”  

 

 Study and spiritual growth through the Women’s Bible Study and  
      the Tuesday Noon Bible Study. 
 

 Theology on Tap, Seasons of the Soul, and an Enneagram  
      Discussion Group.  
 

 Commemorate Black History Month. 
 

 Hosted Mr. Morris Dees, Covenant Lecture Fund speaker. 
 

 Initiated plans for A Conversation about Race in partnership  
      with Fairmount Presbyterian Church. 

Highlights: Children, Youth, and Families  
 

 Weekly Sunday School and Children’s Choir.  

 

 Sunday school lessons are integrated with the sermon series. 
 
 

 PACT (Parents And Children Together) provides family fun, and  
      continues a partnership with Family Promise of Greater Cleveland. 
 

 Our young people engaged in mission experiences in Cleveland and  
       Pittsburgh and attended the Presbyterian Youth Triennium, raising  
       Funds through a Sock Hop and car wash. 
 

 Dwellers (4th–7th) and Sowers (8th–12th) gather each month. 
 

 Trunk or Treat welcomes the neighborhood for a night of 
fun. 

Highlights: Covenant Student Ministries 
 

 A welcoming community for college students. 
 

 Gather after Sunday service for fellowship and connection. 
 

 Provides opportunities for community service. 
 

 Connect, a weekly meetup with a shared meal, discussion,  
      exploration, meditation, and prayer. 
 

 Monthly Student Brunches prepared by the Covenant Chefs. 



October, 2016 

Service and Advocacy 

2017 Budget:  $359,770 

Highlights: Deacons 

 Host Coffee and Fellowship and memorial service receptions. 
 

 Create bouquets to cheer those in the Covenant community and at the  
      Seidman Cancer Center. 
 

 Covenant Callers reach out to those who are homebound. 
 

 Stephen Ministers support individuals who would benefit from a listening ear. 
 

 Covenant Classics provide an opportunity for fellowship and entertainment  
      for senior adults, most recently with an outing to Oberlin. 
 

 Host the Giving Tree celebration; provide donated gifts and lunch to  
      Goodrich-Gannett Community Center participants. 

How to Give 
There are several ways you can make a financial commitment to the church for 2017. You can pledge 
online at covenantweb.org/donate, call the church office at 216.421.0482, or fill out a pledge card. 
Pledge cards will be available in worship on October 23 and will be mailed the following week to those 
who have not submitted a pledge. Thank you! 

Through the Ministry of Service and Deacons 

the Covenant community reaches out  

in service and outreach.  

Highlights: Outreach, Social Justice, Advocacy 
 

 Covenant volunteers are rehabilitating houses through the Greater  
      Cleveland Habitat for Humanity Apostles Build program. 
 

 Outreach to North Presbyterian Church with Covenant volunteers  
      serving a meal and worshipping with the North Church congregation. 
 

 Monthly food collection helps to support the Covenant Food Pantry that  
      provides food to neighbors in need at the end of the month. 
 

 Covenant and community volunteers tutor students in the Saturday  
      Tutoring Program and at Daniel E. Morgan Elementary School.  
 

 The Giving Tree provides Christmas gifts for children at Daniel E. Morgan’s  
      Operation Snowflake and Goodrich-Gannett Neighborhood Center. 
 

 Provide meals for Family Promise of Greater Cleveland and Abington  
      Arms residents.  
 

 Sponsor a letter writing campaign to support Bread for the World initiatives. 
 

 Partner with God Before Guns and other congregations and organizations  
      to reduce gun violence.  
 

 Provided funding to three new international Presbyterian Mission Partners,  
       in addition to supporting the Dougbe River Presbyterian School in Liberia. 
 

 Support Covenant University and Community Ministries (CUCM). 
 

 Serve our community twice a week through the Cache Resale Shop.  


