
During the 2011 sanctuary renovation, a medical student and regular partici-

pant at the Covenant named Myles Nickolich documented the project through 

photography. Myles’ pictures show the incredible work undertaken over ten 

weeks to transform the sanctuary. When the renovation was finished, Myles 

wrote on his blog that “while the face of this church has changed, the soul is 

still the same.” (see the pictures here: https://nickolich.shutterfly.com/archives) 
 

What constitutes the soul of the Covenant? We are a community that has 

weathered great challenges in the 100+ years of our ministry, steadfastly      

following Jesus through the mergers of three separate faith communities;   

multiple building and renovation projects; taking a stand on issues of social 

justice; providing much-needed child care, tutoring, and food for our neigh-

bors; continually adapting to changes in the community around us. Built     

into the soul of this community is a deep capacity to trust God to work 

through us by the power of the Holy Spirit as we seek to follow Jesus by      

doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. 
 

This has been a year of transition as we have undergone a two-fold renovation of the staffing model and  

governance structure. Although there is no blog with photographs detailing the difficult and at times pains-

takingly detailed work, imagine these pictures: groups of faithful Covenant members sitting at meeting     

tables, asking questions, brainstorming ideas, participating in challenging conversations about the future of 

the church; a professional human resources consultant spending hours with church staff and researching  

best staffing practices at churches around the country; staff laboring over e-news and bulletin articles, power 

point presentations, financial spreadsheets, and sermons to communicate to the congregation the who, what, 

when, where, and why of the changes. Although this work has not been as tangible or as visible as the 2011 

sanctuary renovation, it is no less important to the health and future of our ministry together. I am deeply 

grateful for all of those who have participated in this challenging work and for the trust, respect, and prayer 

they received from the congregation as they faithfully labored. 
 

As we have spent time this Eastertide with stories from the Book of Acts, we 

have remembered that when the first followers of Jesus spread the word of his 

life, death, and resurrection, this good news was always accompanied by 

transformation and new life for those who received it. Of course, transfor-

mation and new life bring change, and change is never easy. It is a spiritual 

discipline – an opportunity to practice trust in God’s presence and provision. 
 

The Bible also reminds us that the journey of faith and all that accompanies it 

is never something we undertake alone. As a community, we draw alongside 

each other to worship, pray, sing, discern, and reach out to those in need. I 

have every confidence that as we continue to work together with trust and 

vulnerability, we will discover God’s Holy Spirit moving among us in surpris-

ing and wonderful ways, bringing new life to our community even as our soul 

remains rooted in our call to discipleship.  
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The congregation affirmed Melanie 
Marsh Baum as Covenant’s Associate 
Pastor in August and celebrated her  
ordination in in a joyous service in  
November 
 

Kevin J. Lowry began his work as the 
new Chaplain to Students and Director  
of Student-Community Ministries in 
April. He succeeds the Rev. Eileen F.  
Vizcaino, founder of this ministry, who 
retired after serving nine memorable 
years. 

Welcoming Melanie Marsh Baum, Associate Pastor 

Worshiping Through Word and Music 

And Kevin J. Lowry 
Chaplain to Students 

MLK and Youth Sunday,  
A Time for Young Disciples, 
the Marc Chagall weekend,  
Carillon and Organ  
Recitals - just a sampling of 
our worship experiences. 



Welcoming our Neighbors 

In December the Covenant community proclaimed “We Choose Welcome”  
to express support for those seeking a safe home. 

Coffee and Fellowship hosted by the Deacons 
with warm greeting and special treats.    

New exterior signs and 
pole banners  welcome 
members and guests alike. 

Theology on Tap began meeting  
Thursdays at the Happy Dog @ Euclid Tavern. 

 

Trunk or Treat - Halloween fun 
from the Covenant community. 
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Victorian Picnic Celebrating the Victorian Society  Preservation Award 

The Church of the Covenant was recognized in 
2015 by the Victorian Society in America with a 
Preservation Award covering exterior and interior 
restoration efforts from the Second  Century Campaign  
of 2000–2002 through this year. 

Engaged in Mission 

The Summer Youth Mission  
Experience and participation  
in Greater Cleveland Habitat  
for Humanity’s Apostle’s  
Build were among  Covenant’s  
outreach partnerships. 

April 15, 2016 



Class of 2017 

Erin Baker Tomko 
Mary Anne Bromelmeier 
David Finkenthal 
Mike Heines 
Denise Horstman 
Catherine Jarjisian 
Carol Roe 
Harriet Wadsworth 

Covenant Staff 
(April 15, 2016) 

Pastoral Staff 

The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor 

The Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Eileen F. Vizcaíno, Chaplain to Students 

The Rev. Nancy Lynch, Parish Associate 

The Rev. James F. Dowd, Pastor Emeritus 

Class of 2018 

Barbara Clint 

Elizabeth Hagen 

Jim Miller 

The Church of the Covenant Leadership 

Session 
Rev. Amy Starr Redwine, Moderator 

Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum 

Will Klein, Clerk 

Class of 2016 

Jennifer Conner 

Virginia Kallay 

LaShawna Adams Mitchell 

Ron Neill 

Jim Smekal 

Cynthia Szafraniec 

Shirley Thompson 

Jules Tryk 

Ann Williams 

Class of 2018 

Stephanie Finkenthal 

Cheri Keys 

Susan Klein 

Cathy Luck 

Reaver Nelson 

Norma Shuskey 

Class of 2016 

Matthew Garrett 

Marjorie Heines 

Elizabeth Holbein 

Pat Owen-Keltner 

Elizabeth Shriver 

Mildred Russin 

Class of 2017 

Renee Boykin 

Stephanie Johnson 

Ed Laylin 

Lorna Mierke 

Donna Prease 

Alex Veenstra 

Trustees  

Class of 2018 

Patricia Fowler 

Ron James 

James Mate 

Officers of the Society 

President: Keith Kallay 

Secretary: Kathleen Farkas 

Treasurer: Cynthia Szafraniec 

Class of 2016 

Robert Baker 

Theodis Fipps 

Peter Shriver 

Board of Deacons 

Marjorie Heines, Moderator 

Music 
Dr. Jonathan W. Moyer, Organist & Director of Music 

Dr. Matthew Garrett, Associate Director of Music 

Dr. Kaori Hongo, Director of Music for Children and Youth 

Mr. George Leggiero, Carillonneur  

Dr. Jennifer Conner, Music Librarian 

Student and Family Ministries 
Ms. Mindy Stewart, Director of Family Ministries 

Ms. Dara Elliott, Crèche Teacher 

Administration and Operations 

Mr. Willie Howard, Administrative Services Manager 

Mrs. Mildred Russin, Volunteer Coordinator 

Ms. Lyn Cooper Tomaszewski, Communications Manager 

Mr. Willie Parker and Mr. Shannon James, Custodians 

Covenant University and Community Ministries ~ CUCM 
 

CUCM is a non-profit organization founded in 2010 by the Church of the Covenant to provide a home for programs 
that reach out and engage both the university and Greater Cleveland community. Four programs are currently  
under the CUCM umbrella. In 2015 The Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle, Inc. secured a 501c3 
status and the Grafton Community Service Program moved to Covenant mission. CovenantUCM.weebly.com.  
 

Ms. Linda Wilson, Saturday Tutoring Program Ms. Anne Pillot, Community Meals 

The Rev. Eileen F. Vizcaíno, Student Ministries Mr. David Eggert, God Before Guns 

Class of 2017 

Kathleen Farkas 

Catherine C. Miller 
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    Membership January 1, 2015         406 

    

    Increase total   11 

       By letter of transfer      3 

       By affirmation of faith   8 

       By reaffirmation of faith   0 

 

    Decrease total    5 

       By letter of transfer    0 

       By death     5 

2015 net withdrawals        $510,000 

2015 deposits                      $  82,000 

April 15, 2016 

367,942.77 

430,469.0 

281,539.4 

10,214.9 

39,322.6 
7,824.08 

Revenues

Offerings 32.4%

Consolidated Endowment  37.8%

Trust Endowments  24.8%

Cache  .9%

Parking  3.5%

Other  .7%

665,442 
197,188 

111,939 

49,882 
9,996 

4,956 

18,420 

12,356 

2015 Expenses

Personnel  62.2%

Building  18.4

Mission  10.5%

Office & Communication
4.7%

Music  .9%
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6,986,803 
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2014–2015 Financial Summary 

DIFFERENCE 


