
      

  THE CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
 

   CHRISTMAS EVE 
        DECEMBER 24, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mykolo Leontovich  

Carol of the Bells 

 

Johann Kuhnau 

Concerto From Cantata “Uns ist ein Kind geboren” 

 

J. S. Bach 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 

 

In Dulci Jubilo 

 

Georges Bizet 

March of the Kings  

 

Il est né le divin enfant  

 

Come All ye Shepherds 

 

Willy Martens 

Variations on an old Christmas Lullaby  

 

Ding! Dong! Merrily on High 

 

  

THE MCGAFFIN CARILLON 
 

GEORGE LEGGIERO 
 

COVENANT AND UNIVERSITY CIRCLE 

CARILLONNEUR 
 

7:30 PM 



 

PRELUDE 
8:00 PM 

 

Jonathan Moyer, organ and piano; Abraham Ross, organ 

Seth Lim, guitar 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 

Ermuntre Dich  Hymn 26 
 

Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light, and usher in the morning. 

You shepherds, shudder not with fright, but hear the angel’s warning. 

This Child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall be; 

The power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making.  
 

THE NEWBERRY ORGAN 

A solis ortus cardine 

Jean Titelouze 

Verset I ~ Verset II 
 

A solis ortus cardine adusque terrae limitem 

From the edge of the sun to the earth 

Christum canamus Principem, natum Maria Virgine. 

Sing of Christ, the son of the virgin Mary. 

 

THE COVENANT CHOIR 

Ave Maria 

Gregorian Antiphon 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum; benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women, 

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus. Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 

pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

THE NEWBERRY ORGAN 
Recercar con obligo di cantar la quinta parte senza toccarla 

Messa della Madonna from Fiori musicali 

Girolamo Frescobaldi 
 

 

 

  



CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

W Zlobie Lezy  Hymn 37 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.  

Swift are winging, angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
 

Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new.  

Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the morrow: 

Christ the babe was born for you.  
 

THE GUITAR 

Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

THE PIANO 

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen, Op. 122 

Johannes Brahms, arr. Ferrucio Busoni 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

Regent Square  Hymn 22 
 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;  

ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:  

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,  

God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;  

seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

THE GUITAR 

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 

Mendelssohn 
 

THE CHANCEL ORGAN 

The Holy Night 

Dudley Buck 
 

“There were shepherds abiding in the field,  

keeping watch over their flocks by night.” 



 

WELCOME   The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE          John, Gale and Mary Anne Bromelmeier 

      Therese and Julia Haiss 
 

CAROL   Once in Royal David’s City IRBY 
 

  The Choir: 
 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall. 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

 * All are invited to stand. The Congregation and Choir: 
 

And, through all his wondrous childhood, he would honor and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay: 

Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

 

           For he is our childhood’s pattern; day by day, like us he grew; 

He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew; 

And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 
 

 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love, 

For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above. 

And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
    

 Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 

Where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  Kevin J. Lowry 
 

ANTHEM  Make We Joy Now in This Fest WILLIAM WALTON 
    The Covenant Choir 
 

Make we joy now in this fest In quo Christus natus est. Eya. (where Christ was born) 

A Patre Unigenitus is through a maiden come to us: (from his father) 

Sing we of Him and say welcome, veni, Redemptor gentium. (come, Redeemer) 

Agnoscat omne saeculum, a bright star made the three kings come, (acknowledging all time) 

Him for to seek with their presen’s, verbum supernum prodiens. (the word from above) 

A solis ortus cardine so mighty a Lord is none as he; (from the rising of the sun) 

And to our kind he hath him knit, Adam parens quod polluit. (Adam, parent who fell) 

Maria ventre concepit, the Holy Ghost was ay her with, (Mary conceived) 

Of her in Bethl’em born he is, consors Paterni luminis. (in equal light) 

O lux beata Trinitas, he lay between an ox and ass, (O light of the blessed Trinity) 

Beside his mother maiden free, Gloria tibi, Domine. (Glory to you) 



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE PROPHECY  ISAIAH 40:1–11 

 Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. Seth Lim 
 
 

PRAYER (in unison) 

Lord our God, on the first day of creation you made the light that scatters all darkness. 

Let Christ, the light of lights, hidden from all eternity, shine at last on your people 

and free us from the darkness of sin. Fill our lives with joy as we go out to welcome 

your Son at his coming. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.  
 

ANTHEM  See Amid the Winter’s Snow JOHN GOSS 
      ARR. DAVID WILLCOCKS 

      The Covenant Choir 

See amid the winter's snow, born for us on earth below, 

See the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

Lo, within a manger lies he who built the starry skies; 

He, who throned in height sublime sits amid the cherubim. Hail… 
 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say what your joyful news today; 

Wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep? Hail… 
 

"As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light;  

Angels singing peace on earth told us of the Savior’s birth". Hail… 
 

Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was thine, 

Thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this. Hail… 
 

Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, by thy face so meek and mild, 

Teach us to resemble thee, in thy sweet humility! Hail… 

 

THE ANNUNCIATION  LUKE 1:26–38 

 The angel Gabriel salutes Mary.  Virginia Kallay 
 

 

PRAYER (in unison) 
Holy God, who chose Mary to be the mother of the promised savior: fill us your 

servants with your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with 

her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



 

* CAROL  To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary ANNUNCIATION 

 
  Text: Gracia Grindal, 1982, alt.  Music: Rusty Edwards, 1982 

 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS   LUKE 2:1–7 

 Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  Nancy Matz 
 

PRAYER (in unison) 

Holy Jesus, to deliver us from the power of darkness you humbled yourself to be born 

among us and were laid in a manger. Let the light of your love always shine in our 

hearts, and bring us at last to the joyful vision of your beauty, for you are now alive 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM    Evergreen  DANIEL PINKHAM 

      The Covenant Choir 

How fine the sweetness from the bough, evergreen, ever living, 

Like the prayer offered now for a whole world’s forgiving. 

While the Christ Child is sleeping, worlds of woe in his keeping,  

Worlds of joy in his dream. Lord redeem us! 

That when thou art waking, the hearts we uplift 

Shall be thy Christmas gift and be well worth thy taking.   (continued)  



How bright the radiance of the tree, evergreen, everlasting, 

Like the feast day to be, after long years of fasting. 

Bright in hope Christmas morning to the Christ Child returning, 

Once again we believe. Lord, receive us! 

When we come before thee, the heart’s joy we bring Noel! 

Noel! shall sing and forever adore thee. 
 

THE SHEPHERDS  LUKE 2:8–16 

 The shepherds go to the manger.  Paul Williams 
 

PRAYER (in unison) 

Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 

touching earth; accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our 

eternal God. Amen. 
 

* CAROL  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks CHRISTMAS 
 

 
 

  Text: Nahum Tate, 1700; alt. 1987  Music: George Frederick Handel, 1728 

      Arr. Lowel Mason, 1821 

      Descant by Jonathan W. Moyer 

 



 

THE WISE MEN  MATTHEW 2:1–11 

 Wise men are led by the star to Jesus.  Harriet Wadsworth 
 

PRAYER (in unison) 

Creator of the heavens who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide 

and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM  Thou Must Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling HECTOR BERLIOZ 

      The Covenant Choir 
 

Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare, 

Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share, 

Loving father, loving mother, shelter thee with tender care! 
 

Blessed Jesus, we implore thee with humble love and holy fear, 

In the land that lies before thee, forget not us who linger here! 

May the shepherds’ lowly calling, ever to thy heart be dear! 
 

Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! 

Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child! 

God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild! 
 

THE INCARNATION OF THE WORD OF GOD   JOHN 1:1–14 

 John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. Amy Starr Redwine 
 

MEDITATION  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

The Christmas Joy offering is for the Presbyterian Church (USA)'s special offering  

supporting active and retired church workers in need and Presbyterian-related racial  

ethnic education through the General Assembly Mission Council. 
 

OFFERTORY A Stable Lamp Is Lighted DAVID HURD 
 

 The choir: 

A stable lamp is lighted whose glow shall wake the sky; 

The stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry. 

And every stone shall cry, and straw like gold shall shine; 

A barn shall harbor heaven, a stall become a shrine. 
 

 All are invited to sing: 

This child through David’s city shall ride in triumph by; 

The palm shall strew its branches, and every stone shall cry. 

And every stone shall cry, though heavy, dull, and dumb, 

And lie within the roadway to pave his kingdom come.   (continued) 

  



Yet he shall be forsaken, and yielded up to die; 

The sky shall groan and darken, and every stone shall cry. 

And every stone shall cry, for stony hearts of men; 

God’s blood upon the spearhead, God’s love refused again. 
 

But now, as at the ending, the low is lifted high; 

The stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry. 

And every stone shall cry, in praises for the Child 

By whose descent among us the worlds are reconciled. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER  The Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Please remain seated. During the introduction to “Silent Night,” candles are lit from the Christ candle. 

Throughout the candle lighting, the person holding an unlighted candle tilts it toward the lighted candle. 
 

CAROL   Silent Night STILLE NACHT 

Following the introduction, all are invited to sing. 
 

Silent night, holy night, 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and Child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, 

Christ the Savior is born. 
 

BENEDICTION Amy Starr Redwine 

All are invited to extinguish their candles, stand and sing. 
 

* CAROL  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

      HYMN 31 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With th'angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King" 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hail th'incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King"  



Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King" 
 

THE ORGAN  Prelude and Fugue in G major, BWV 541 JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
 

____________________________________ 
 

THE COVENANT CHOIR 

Jonathan Moyer, organist and director of music 

Matthew Garrett, associate director of music 

Abraham Ross, music department intern 

 

   Soprano 

Nanette Canfield* 

Midori Marsh*  

Shaoting Huang* 

Lynda Starr 

Kate Williams 

Kiko Weinroth* 
 

    Alto 

Mary Anne 

Bromelmeier 

Jinle Glover 

Catherine Jarjisian 

Carolyn Jones 

Cathy Miller 

Sue Prince 

Joseph Schlesinger* 

Erin Tomko 

    Tenor 

Thomas Denbow 

Rod Keen 

Aaron Lange 

John Marsh 
 

    Bass 

Jeff Green* 

Jonathan Moyer 

Michael Peters* 

Frank Repasi 

Abraham Ross 

 

* denotes soloist and section leader 

Italics denote high school choir intern 

 
MUSIC AT THE CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 

 

CHORAL CONCERT 
Saturday, January 6, 7:30 pm 

Westminster Choir, Joe Miller, conductor 
 

ORGAN CONCERT 
Sunday, February 25, 4:00 pm 

Craig Cramer, University of Notre Dame 
 

CHORAL CONCERT 
Saturday, April 7, 8:00 pm 

The Cornell and CWRU Men’s Glee Clubs 
 

COLLABORATION CONCERT 
Friday, April 20, 8:00 pm  

Presenting John Rutter’s Mass of the Children 

TUESDAY NOON ORGAN CONCERTS 
April 24 through June 26 

 

FRIDAY LUNCHTIME CARILLON CONCERTS 
April 13 through June 15 

 

 

ORGAN CONCERT 
Sunday, April 29, 4:00 pm 

Henk de Vries, Gröningen,  
The Netherlands 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALEXANDER MCGAFFIN MEMORIAL CARILLON - JUNE 8–10 
Concerts, presentations, and joyous ringing of the Cragin Peal of three bells, newly refurbished 

through donations to the Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle. 
  



 LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE TONIGHT are John, Gale and Mary Anne Bromelmeier and 
Therese and Julia Haiss. John (Case) and Gale (WRU-FPB) met at the Church, were married and 
joined the church in 1958. John ushers and Gale recruits Lay Worship Leaders. Both are Covenant 
Callers. Mary Anne is their oldest daughter, a choir member and huge advocate of the Saturday 
Tutoring Program. Therese and Julia are Mary Anne’s daughters. Therese graduated earlier this 
month from the University of Arkansas and Julia is a Junior at OSU. 
 

 USHERS THIS EVENING are Keith Kallay, John Bromelmeier, Maureen Gesing, John Starr, and 

Nick Tomko.  
 

 COLORING BOOKS: Ushers have McGaffin Carillon coloring books and crayon sets as gifts to all 
of the children of the Covenant and children visiting this Christmas Eve, thanks to the nonprofit 
Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle. Grandparents and other adults who would 
like a set for a child back home are welcome to have one, too (while supplies last). 
 

 THE FLOWERS AND GREENS IN THE SANCTUARY are presented to the glory of God and in loving 
memory or in honor of loved ones. We thank Catherine Miller and her amazing crew and our 
ever-present custodial staff. The Chrismons on the tree in All Saints Chapel were created by 
Covenant member Martha Cooper. Chrismons are ancient Christian symbols that can be 
identified with Christ and the church. Poinsettias may be taken after worship December 31. 
 

 MCGAFFIN CARILLON CONCERTS, 12:15 PM THROUGH DECEMBER 29 (except December 25) 
Hear the McGaffin Carillon in informal thirty minute programs of winter holiday-inspired 
music. Go to ucbells.org for more information.  
 

 JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 for a service of music and meditations for the 
Christmas Season and beyond. Melanie Marsh Baum will lead worship and Gale Bromelmeier is 
Lay Worship Leader. We will be collecting food and financial donations for the Food Pantry.  
 

 ON JANUARY 7, WE WILL CELEBRATE EPIPHANY, when the magi, having followed the star, find 
and worship the newborn king, Jesus. We will celebrate communion and have the opportunity to 
receive a star word, which can serve as a guide for us throughout the coming year. 
 

 A TRIBUTE TO THE LEGACY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 10:00 AM 
Covenant pastors Melanie Marsh Baum and Amy Starr Redwine will present a dialogue sermon 
titled "On the Basis of Love," putting themes of Martin Luther King Jr's life and writings in 
conversation with scriptures. The Cleveland School of the Arts’ R. Nathaniel Dett Concert Choir, 
Dr. William Woods, director, will be participating in the service along with the Covenant Choir.  
 

   
 

CONVINCED OF GOD’S GRACE, 
the Church of the Covenant seeks to: 

 Be a welcoming spiritual home, 

 Live God's inclusive love, 

 Express Christ's compassion, 

 Do justice in the world. 
 

 

The Church of the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church USA 

11205 Euclid Avenue  Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

216.421.0482  CovenantWeb.org  Covenant@CovenantWeb.org 

http://www.ucbells.org/

