
 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2017, 10:00 AM 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Indeed, how can I understand the plight of my neighbor unless I sit at their feet,  

walk their streets, hear their pain, participate in their deepest joys?  

How can I unless God gives me the grace and patience and humility  

to heed the witness of those the world tramples?” 
~ Eric Barreto 

 

 

Ministers 

All the members of the church 
 

The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor, ASRedwine@CovenantWeb.org 
The Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum, Associate Pastor, MBaum@CovenantWeb.org 

Mr. Kevin J. Lowry, Chaplain to Students, KLowry@CovenantWeb.org 
Ms. Mindy Stewart, Director of Family Ministries, MStewart@CovenantWeb.org 

Dr. Jonathan W. Moyer, Organist & Director of Music, JMoyer@CovenantWeb.org 
Dr. Matthew Garrett, Associate Director of Music, MGarrett@CovenantWeb.org 

Dr. Kaori Hongo, Director of Music for Children and Youth, KHongo@CovenantWeb.org 
Mr. George Leggiero, Carillonneur, GLeggiero@CovenantWeb.org 

The Rev. Nancy Lynch, Parish Associate  
 

Go to CovenantWeb.org, “Who We Are” to see a complete list of staff and contact information.  

COVENANT 

CHURCH of the The 



 

Welcome! 
 

We are thrilled that you have chosen to join us for worship at the Church of the Covenant.  

For over one hundred years, we have sought to be a welcoming spiritual home, live God’s 

inclusive love, express Christ’s compassion, and do justice in the world. As a diverse 

community, we find unity in our shared identity as Jesus' disciples and in our desire to put 

God’s love into action within and beyond these walls. Whether you are a student, here with a 

patient in the hospital, visiting from out of town, looking for a church home, or a decades- 

long member, may you experience God’s transformative presence as we worship together! 
 

 
 

First time here? 
 

Please sign the red pad in the pews and share your email address so that a pastor can follow 
up with you. We pray that in this time of worship, through scripture, music, prayer, silence, 
and ritual, you encounter God in a way that inspires, energizes, or simply comforts you.  
 

College, grad student, or alum?  
 

We invite college students, alumni and friends to join the Covenant community for a time of 

fellowship at the reception following the service.  

 
Have children with you? 

 

We invite all children to participate in a Time for Young Disciples and Sunday School. While 

all children are more than welcome to remain in the service, we have a nursery for infants 

through pre-kindergarten age children. Ask an usher for directions or for an activity packet. 

 
Want to learn more? 

 

Join us after worship for a time of fellowship. To learn about scheduled events, read or listen 

to sermons, and find out more about our family of faith, visit our website, CovenantWeb.org. 
 
 

   
 

 

TODAY 
 

 

MUSIC REHEARSAL, Sanctuary, 8:30 
CRÈCHE NURSERY, Education Wing, 9:30 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, Education Wing, 10:15 

WORSHIP, Sanctuary, 10:00 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP, Reception Room, 11:00 

SCIENCE OF SPIRITUALITY, Sonia Golden Room, 12:30 
 

 
 

HAVE GRADUATES IN YOUR FAMILY? We'd love to share the news about our youth who are 

graduating from high school, college or have other milestones in their lives.  Please email 

Covenant@CovenantWeb.org.  If you have a picture, we can also include it.  Thank you!  

Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

*All who are able are invited to stand. 
 

THE MCGAFFIN CARILLON     VAN PARKER, CARILLONNEUR 
 

PRELUDE  Prélude from Symphony No. 2  CHARLES-MARIE WIDOR 

    Abraham Ross, organ 
 

WELCOME   THE REV. AMY STARR REDWINE 
 

* CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY `  
 

INTROIT   Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above MIT FREUDEN ZART 
    The Covenant Choir 

The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 

An ever present help and stay, our peace, and joy, and blessing; 

As with a mother's tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band: 

To God all praise and glory! 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  KEVIN J. LOWRY 
 

One: All things bright and beautiful, 

All: God created for our enjoyment. 

All things wrenching and hard, 

God holds with tender care. 

You and I, neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies, 

God loves without condition. 

So let us worship God. 
 

* HYMN 436                                                    We Are Your People WHITFIELD 
 

* CALL TO CONFESSION  WILL KLEIN 
 

* CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 

Gracious God, forgive us for our hesitation to help when we see someone in need. 

Forgive us our hesitation to get involved when you call us to do your work. Forgive 

us our hesitation to be generous with our words, actions, and money. Forgive us for 

being too controlled, or too comfortable, or too fearful to care for each other as Jesus 

showed us. Take our best efforts, Lord, and transform them by your grace, goodness 

and love. Forgive us as we silently confess our sins.  
 

* PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN (in silence) 
 

* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

One: Hear the Good News! 
God shows his divine love for us in that while we were yet sinners,  

Christ died for us.  

Friends, believe the Good News. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 



 

* GLORIA PATRI  HYMN 579  

Glory be to the Father** and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

**or Maker 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST LESSON 1 JOHN 4:7–12 
 

ANTHEM                                                                The Call Z. RANDALL STROOPE 

   The Covenant Choir 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Such a Way, as gives us breath: 

Such a Truth, as ends all strife: Such a Life, as killeth death. 
 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: Such a Light, as shows a feast: 

Such a Feast, as mends in length: Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a Joy, as none can move: 

Such a Love, as none can part: Such a Heart, as joys in love. 

         ~ George Herbert, 1633 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

STATEMENT ON BAPTISM   THE REV. AMY STARR REDWINE 
 

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT   JIM SMEKAL 
 

One: Our Lord Jesus Christ commissioned us to teach those who are baptized.  

Are you, speaking for the whole church, willing to make a commitment to 

Cora? 
 

All: We promise to do our part to tell Cora the good news of the gospel, to help  

her to know all that Christ commands, to surround her with our love, and 

by our fellowship to strengthen her ties with the household of God. 
 

QUESTIONS OF CHILDREN    MELANIE MARSH BAUM 
 

* PROFESSION OF FAITH   THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven; he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE WATER 
 

BAPTISM 
 

HYMN 498 (verses 1 & 4)            Child of Blessing, Child of Promise KINGDOM   

  During the hymn children and youth depart for their Sunday School classes. 



 

SECOND LESSON  ACTS 8:26–39 
 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                      What Is to Prevent Me from...? AMY STARR REDWINE 
 

* HYMN 319 (verses 1 & 4)                                Spirit JAMES K. MANLEY 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY MELANIE MARSH BAUM 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION 
   Includes the tolling of the bell for those impacted by gun violence 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL AMEN 

 

 

 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY   Lauda Festiva THOMAS R. PEARCE 
Beckwith Handbell Choir 

 

* FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

All creatures, your Creator bless, and worship God in humbleness.  

O sing ye! Alleluia!  

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

* HYMN (see insert)                              I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry WATERLIFE 
 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

ORGAN POSTLUDE                                       Praeludium in d JOHANN PETER KELLNER 

    Jonathan Moyer, organ 
 

For some worshipers, the postlude serves as music to accompany their going out into the world; others 

prefer to remain seated to listen. Please be mindful of these different needs as you depart. Thank you! 

 

CARILLON POSTLUDE Improvisation on His Eye is on the Sparrow Van Parker, Carillonneur  



 

OUR LAY WORSHIP LEADER is Will Klein, who has been a member of the Church of the 

Covenant since 1980. He has served in many leadership roles as Deacon, Elder and currently 

as Clerk of Session. Will’s professional career has ranged from healthcare to computer 

networking. He currently works for Black Box Network Services as a team manager and 

network architect. Will lives in Shaker Heights with his wife Susan, and has three children, 

Elliott, Savanna, and Matthew. Will shares that he came to the Covenant having previously 

attended the ordination of Dottie Yoder, and that the sense and spirit of family keeps him 

here. If you would like to become a lay worship leader, please contact Gale Bromelmeier at 440-944-

7480 or at galebrom@aol.com. 
 

USHERS TODAY are John Bromelmeier, Bob Ault, Tracy Blake, Keith Kallay, and Greg Madison. 

Greeting are Beth Holbein and Helen Kunsman. You can be the face of the Covenant. You are 

invited to serve as a Sunday greeter or usher, welcoming our visitors, students, and members of the 

Covenant community to Sunday worship. Call Mildred Russin at 216.421.0482 to learn how you can 

participate. 
 

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL TODAY are presented to the glory of God and in memory of Mary C. 

Davidson, whose birthday was May 19, by the Davidson family. If you would like to have flowers 

in honor or in memory of a loved one or special time, please call Mildred Russin in the church office, 

216.421.0482. 
 

MUSIC NOTES: This Sunday we welcome the Beckwith Handbell choir to our service playing 

the offertory Lauda Festiva ("Festive Praise") by Thomas Pearce.  The Covenant choir sings a 

new setting of George Herbert's poem "The Call" by American composer Z. Randall Stroope 

(b. 1953). Herbert (1593-1633) was a Welsh-born poet and Anglican Priest. Two hymns in our 

service celebrate the gift of parenthood: the 3rd stanza of "Sing Praise to God Who Reigns 

Above" (sung for the introit) and the new hymn text by John C Ylvisaker, "I Was There to 

Hear Your Borning Cry" (sung for the closing hymn). Our service concludes with a praeludium 

by Johann Peter Kellner (1705-1772), devoted friend of J.S. Bach and disseminator of his 

works.  
 

SINCE A GUNMAN opened fire at Sandy Hook Elementary School on December 14, 2012, killing 

26 people, 20 of them children; 764 people in Cuyahoga County have been killed by guns. 

Since last month, 11 more individuals have died by gun violence in Cuyahoga County. The 

names of those at least 18 years of age are: Glenn Reginald Perkins, Todd A. Werley, Jerry L. 

Rudolph, Robert Godwin Sr., Jimmie J. Jones, Ricardo Antony DeBrossard, Michael C. Kuznik, 

Trina K. Tomola, Elante Johnson Sr., Michael A. Sutton, and Terell R. Thompson; five died by 

suicide. Believing God calls us to be peacemakers, each month we pray for people affected by 

gun violence, marked by the tolling of the tower bell. The Church of the Covenant partners 

with God Before Guns, a multi-faith coalition created after Sandy Hook, to reduce gun 

violence. Go to GodBeforeGuns.org to see how to become engaged. 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS are church members trained to support individuals who are facing 

challenges and would like a caring Christian presence during this time. If you would like 

someone to pray or talk with, a Stephen Minister is in Christ Chapel following worship.  

mailto:galebrom@aol.com


 

ANNUAL MEETING | SUNDAY, MAY 21 | IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

Because of our Youth Sunday schedule, Session moved Covenant’s Annual Meeting to 

Sunday, May 21, immediately following our service of worship. 
 

TUESDAY NOON ORGAN EXPERIENCE FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN | MAY 16 | 12:00 NOON  
Pre-school children (ages 3-6) and their parents/guardians are invited to this hands-on 

demonstration of the pipe organs in Covenant's majestic sanctuary. Children will get to try 

out the organ, and hear stories with interactive organ music. Tuesday Noon Organ Recitals, 

scheduled through June 27. Bring a lunch! Bring a friend!  
 

FRIDAY LUNCHTIME CARILLON CONCERTS | FRIDAYS THROUGH JUNE 16 | 12:15 PM  
Friday Lunchtime Carillon Concerts performed by Covenant and University Circle 

Carillonneur George Leggiero and guests on the 15,000 lb McGaffin Carillon of 47 bronze 

bells. Tower tours following the concerts. Bring a lawn chair; picnic on the lawn or CWRU 

campus. Free parking in the Covenant parking lot. Go to ucbells.org for program information.  
 

THE SATURDAY TUTORING PROGRAM STEERING COMMITTEE IS SEEKING PARTICIPANTS.  

The Saturday Tutoring Program was founded and is under the loving and dedicated 

management of Linda Wilson, who will be retiring from her position after the 2018 spring 

semester. Talk with John Marsh or call the Church Office to participate.  
 

EVER WONDER WHAT ALL THESE SYMBOLS ARE?  

These are your invitation to keep up with what is happening at the 

Covenant! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube. You can 

also connect through our website at CovenantWeb.org. Also check out our 

screen in the Tower entrance to the Reception Room for the latest. You may 

read (or listen to) previous sermons and read evotionals and e-newsletters at 

CovenantWeb.org/read.  
 

 
 

IN THE COVENANT FAMILY 
 

WE KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS Akeya Clark (Marie Jones’ niece), Rich Day (friend of Bill Braun and 

Cathy Luck), Gretchen Drushel (studying in Seoul, South Korea), Stephanie Johnson, Karen 

and Les Knowlton, Patrick Monaghan (Tom and Cheri Keys’ family member), Timothy Moyer 

(Jonathan Moyer’s brother), Victoria Ondich (Patty Fowler’s mother), and Erika and Norbert 

Roehl (friends of Arnie and Susan Dahm). We pray for Covenant members and friends who 

are struggling with illness, convalescing, or are homebound; the patients, family, and staff in 

our surrounding hospitals; and those who have placed prayer requests in our Carpenter's Box.  
 

The Deacons want to thank everyone who was able to support Camp Kesem, a free week-

long summer camps for kids whose parents have or have had cancer.   
 

Congratulations to all who participated in Youth Sunday, and many thanks to everyone who 

helped make this a very special time of worship. 
 

Willie Parker is on vacation through Saturday, May 20. 
 

Please send prayer requests to Melanie Marsh Baum. Names are generally moved from the bulletin 

after four weeks unless there is a continuing need. Please let the church know if you or a loved one are 

in the hospital; HIPAA privacy regulations prevent hospitals from sharing this information.  



 

 

Scheduled the week of May 15 
 

  MONDAY 15th Stewardship Committee, 6:00 

  TUESDAY 16th  Staff Meeting, 9:30; Cache, 10:00; Tuesday Bible Study, 11:00;  

   Tuesday Noon Organ Recital, 12:00; Financial Strategy Task Force, 5:00; 

   Classrooms to Corporations, 6:00; Trustees, 6:30  

  WEDNESDAY 17th Twelve Steps to Freedom (AA), 5:30; Ministry of Service, 6:00 

  THURSDAY 18th Cache, 10:00; Theology on Tap @ The Jolly Scholar, 5:30; Classrooms to  

   Corporations, 6:00;  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30  

  FRIDAY 19th  Leadership Cleveland, 7:30; Friday Lunchtime Carillon Concert, 12:15  

  SATURDAY 20th No scheduled activities 
 

All meetings except Personnel are open. Please call Willie Howard at 216.421.0482, ext. 229, or email 
WHoward@CovenantWeb.org to schedule or cancel a meeting. Go to CovenantWeb.org for our on-line 
calendar. 

See inside cover of the bulletin for today’s schedule 
 

 
 

Next Sunday, May 21 
(Annual Meeting) 

 

MUSIC REHEARSAL, Sanctuary, 8:30 
CRÈCHE NURSERY, Education Wing, 9:30 

WORSHIP, Sanctuary, 10:00 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, Education Wing, 10:15 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP, Reception Room, 11:00 

SCIENCE OF SPIRITUALITY, Sonia Golden Room, 12:30 
 

 
 

 

 


