
 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2017, 10:00 AM 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To meditate on the psalms is to choose to will to be ourselves before God,  

to sing full throated songs of praise when that is appropriate and  

to give honest articulation to our despair when we are sad. 

~Soren Kierkegaard 
 

 

Ministers 

All the members of the church 
 

The Rev. Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor, ASRedwine@CovenantWeb.org 
The Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum, Associate Pastor, MBaum@CovenantWeb.org 

Mr. Kevin J. Lowry, Chaplain to Students, KLowry@CovenantWeb.org 
Ms. Mindy Stewart, Director of Family Ministries, MStewart@CovenantWeb.org 

Dr. Jonathan W. Moyer, Organist & Director of Music, JMoyer@CovenantWeb.org 
Dr. Matthew Garrett, Associate Director of Music, MGarrett@CovenantWeb.org 

Dr. Kaori Hongo, Director of Music for Children and Youth, KHongo@CovenantWeb.org 
Mr. George Leggiero, Carillonneur, GLeggiero@CovenantWeb.org 

The Rev. Nancy Lynch, Parish Associate  
 

Go to CovenantWeb.org, “Who We Are” to see a complete list of staff and contact information.  

COVENANT 

CHURCH of the The 



 

Welcome! 
 

We are thrilled that you have chosen to join us for worship at the Church of the Covenant.  

For over one hundred years, we have sought to be a welcoming spiritual home, live God’s 

inclusive love, express Christ’s compassion, and do justice in the world. As a diverse 

community, we find unity in our shared identity as Jesus' disciples and in our desire to put 

God’s love into action within and beyond these walls. Whether you are a student, here with a 

patient in the hospital, visiting from out of town, looking for a church home, or a decades- 

long member, may you experience God’s transformative presence as we worship together! 
 

 

 

First time here? 
 

Please sign the red pad in the pews and share your email address so that a pastor can follow 
up with you. We pray that in this time of worship, through scripture, music, prayer, silence, 
and ritual, you encounter God in a way that inspires, energizes, or simply comforts you.  
 

College, grad student, or alum?  
 

Join others after worship in the front entrance of the sanctuary for a time to meet fellow 
students and church members and get connected. 
 

Have children with you? 
 

We invite all children to participate in a Time for Young Disciples and Sunday School. While 

all children are more than welcome to remain in the service, we have a nursery for infants 

through pre-kindergarten age children. Ask an usher for directions or for an activity packet.  
 
 

 
 

TODAY 
 

CRÈCHE NURSERY, Education Wing, 9:30 
WORSHIP, Sanctuary, 10:00 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, Sanctuary, 11:00  
STUDENT GATHERING, Main Sanctuary Entrance, 11:00 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP, Reception Room, 11:15 
SEEKING GOD’S GRACE AMIDST THE DISGRACE OF RACISM, Beckwith Hall, 6:30 

 

 
 

ORIENTATION, DISORIENTATION, RE-ORIENTATION 

A SERIES ON THE BOOK OF PSALMS  
 

Psalms has long been one of the most-beloved and often-read books of the Bible. Through the 

psalms, we discover faithful ways of offering all kinds of emotions to God: gratitude, worry, 

anger, despair, wonder. To read the psalms is to learn how to offer everything to God in 

prayer and to recognize that while God has created everything that is, God also cares about 

the smallest details of our lives. In the coming weeks, through music, preaching, prayer and 

song we will consider how these ancient words can guide us on our journeys of faith.  

 

  

Amy Starr Redwine, Pastor 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

*All who are able are invited to stand. 
 
 

THE MCGAFFIN CARILLON     GEORGE LEGGIERO 
 

PRELUDE  Toccata quinta GEORG MUFFAT 

    Abraham Ross, organ 
 

WELCOME   THE REV. AMY STARR REDWINE 
 

* CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY `  
 

INTROIT   O Lord, How Excellent RICHARD SMALLWOOD 

    Arr. Stephen Key 

Oh Lord, how excellent is Thy name! 

There is none like You, Jesus, excellent is Thy name! 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  KEVIN J. LOWRY 
 

One: O God, you are the gathering one who calls us into community  

 with each other  
All: to love and work, to support and heal. 

You are the gathering one who calls us into community with all people;  

to bring justice and hope, freedom and truth. 

You are the gathering one who calls us into community  

with the whole creation;  

to live in harmony, to cherish and renew.  

Let us worship the God who makes us one. 
 

* HYMN 461  God Is Here ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 

* CALL TO CONFESSION  DENISE HORSTMAN 
 

* CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 

Gracious and merciful God: 

You bless us with all we need, but we focus on our wants.  

You invite our hope, but we despair.  

You treasure a mighty stream of justice and righteousness,  

but we reduce them to a trickle of tears in our parched world. 

You created us with eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to discern, and  

hearts to love you.  

Tune them to your will as we silently confess our sins to you. 
 

* PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN (in silence)  



 

 

* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

One: Hear the Good News! 

In great mercy, God has given us new birth into a living hope  

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade. (1 Peter 1: 3b–4a) 

Friends, believe the Good News. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

* GLORIA PATRI  HYMN 579 

Glory be to the Father** and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

**or Maker 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

FIRST LESSON  PSALM 33 
 

ANTHEM                                  How Excellent Thy Name H. HANSON 

     The Covenant Choir 

O Lord our Lord, how excellent Thy name in all the earth!  

Who hast set thy glory above the heavens. Alleluia! 

What is man, that Thou art mindful of him?  

And the Son of man, that Thou visitest him? 

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,  

And hast crowned him with glory and honor. 

Thou madest him to have dominion over the work of Thy hands: 

Thou hast put all things under his feet. Alleluia! 
 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES MINDY STEWART 
 

PARTING RESPONSE  

All are invited to sing as the children and youth depart for Sunday School.  

 

 
 

 
 

SECOND LESSON  I CORINTHIANS 10:1–18 
 

 One: This is the word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                            Steadfast AMY STARR REDWINE 

 

* HYMN 339                                                 Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

  



 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY THE REV. MELANIE MARSH BAUM 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL AMEN  SPIRITUAL 

   All are invited to sing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY  Exultate justi L. VIADANA 

    The Covenant Choir 
Exsultate, justi, in Domino; rectos decet collaudatio. 

Confitemini Domino in cithara; in psalterio decem chordarum psallite illi. 

Cantate ei canticum novum; bene psallite ei in vociferatione. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just: praise befits the upright. 

Give praise to the Lord on the harp; sing to him with the psaltery,  

the instrument of ten strings. 

Sing to him a new canticle, sing well unto him with a loud noise. 

         ~ Psalm 33:1–3 
 

* DOXOLOGY    OLD HUNDREDTH 

     HYMN 591 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.* Amen. 
 

*or Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

* HYMN 462                            Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies RATISBON 

 

* BENEDICTION 
 

ORGAN POSTLUDE Toccata in F BuxWV 157 DIETRICH BUXTEHUDE 

       Abraham Ross  



 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

A Congregational Meeting has been set by Session for the purpose of electing new officers and 
approving changes to pastoral terms of call. Visitors are welcome to stay or leave at this time. 

 

CARILLON POSTLUDE Sonatine Typique NEIL THORNOCK 
     George Leggiero 
 

 
 

OUR LAY WORSHIP LEADER is Denise (Deni) Horstman, who joined Covenant in 1980. Deni 

serves as president of the Friends of the McGaffin Carillon in University Circle, Inc., seeking 

to fully restore and expand the activities of this wonderful instrument; and also serves on the 

boards of Great Lakes Theater and Covenant University and Community Ministries. Like 

most of her fellow longtime Covenant members, Deni’s resume of church committee and task 

force service is long, including Session and Diaconate. She volunteers in the Covenant 

archives and serves on the Ministry of Faith Formation and the Organ committee and chairs 

the Parking Task Group. Deni is married to Rod Keen, and is stepmother to Stephen, Paul, 

and Paul’s wife, Kathleen, and grandmother to Caroline and Alison.  If you would like to become 

a lay worship leader, please contact Gale Bromelmeier at 440-944-7480 or at galebrom@aol.com. 
 

MUSIC NOTES: Our series of psalm settings continues this week with "Psalms of Orientation," 

those which express our faithfulness in God and our trust in his ordering of the world, which 

gives us life. The text of Psalm 33 first appears in the introit "O Lord, How Excellent," a text 

that expresses the respect and awe with which we call upon God's name. The same text 

returns in the anthem by Howard Hanson, who directed the Eastman School of Music for 

forty years and established it as one America's leading conservatories. This reverent setting 

features many repeated hushed "alleluias,” depicting a quiet, inner joyfulness to be in God's 

care. The offertory contrasts this sentiments with a spirited motet by Viadana, a Manutan 

composer who marks the end of the Renaissance and the beginning of the Baroque. Although 

in a different character, the text resounds with Hanson's text: "Rejoice in the Lord, ye just... 

sing to Him a new song!" Jubilant organ toccatas of Georg Muffat and Dietrich Buxtehude 

serve as prelude and postlude, reflecting the spirited exultation of Psalm 33. 
 

USHERS TODAY are Clint Fowler, Greg Madison, Suchi Nelson, John Bromelmeier, and Patty 

Fowler. Greeting are Shirley Thompson and Ann Williams. 
 

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL TODAY are presented to the glory of God and by Mary Anne 

Bromelmeier’s family in memory of Jim and Julia Fiorenzo, whose birthdays are January 22 

and 25, and by Marilyn Demeter, in memory of her husband, Thomas, whose birthday is 

January 28.  If you would like to have flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one or special time, 

please call Mildred Russin in the church office, 216.421.0482. 
 

THE CANDLE is in honor of Hawthorn Joseph Lowry and the Lowry family and reminds us to 

pray for the Lowry’s in this exciting time until they are able to bring Hawthorn to worship to 

meet his church family. 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS are church members trained to support individuals who are facing 

challenges and would like a caring Christian presence during this time. If you would like 

someone to pray or talk with, a Stephen Minister is in Christ Chapel following worship.  

mailto:galebrom@aol.com


 

 

AFTERNOON TEA ADDED TO COVENANT EIGHTS 

Deadline to sign up extended to February 5 

Covenant Eights has just opened a group for those who would like to dine out 

in the afternoon. You may also still sign up for a Covenant Eights Dining 

Group. Join with 7 other Covenant members and friends in either a home or a 

restaurant to share a favorite pastime-eating! Sign up in the church office or 

on-line at CovenantWeb.org. Talk with Melanie Marsh Baum, Cheri Keys or Lynda Starr for 

more information. You will be contacted when groups are formed. 
 

COMMEMORATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH FORUM SERIES: SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY, 11:30 AM 

    “UNPACKING BLACK LIVES MATTER” WITH DR. ZACHARY R. WILLIAMS  

   Continue the conversation over lunch at local restaurants 

Out in the open wisdom calls aloud, she raises her voice in the public square. ~Proverbs 1:20 

Dr. Zachery Williams, Associate Professor of African American History at The University of 

Akron and author, will be presenting the February forum series. Topics include “Separating 

Fact from Fiction,” “Black Lives Matter – An Historical Perspective,” “Space, Place, Race in 

Context,” and “The Challenge for the 21st Century Church – Hope, Truth, and Justice.” Learn 

more about Dr. Williams at uakron.edu/history/faculty-staff. 
 

 
 

Scheduled the week of January 30 
 

  MONDAY 30th No scheduled activities 

  TUESDAY 31st  Cache, 10:00; Tuesday Bible Study, 11:00; Friends of the McGaffin  

   Carillon, 5:00 

  WEDNESDAY 1st Women’s Bible Study, 10:00; Twelve Steps to Freedom (AA), 5:30;  

   Wednesday Prayer and Song, 7:00; Classrooms to Corporations, 7:00  

  THURSDAY 2nd Lower Level Task Group, 7:45; Cache, 10:00; Theology on Tap @  

   The Jolly Scholar; Covenant Connects, 5:30; Handbell Rehearsal, 6:30;  

   Classrooms to Corporations, 7:00; Choir Rehearsal, 7:30  

  FRIDAY 3rd  No scheduled activities 

  SATURDAY 4th Saturday Tutoring, 10:00; PACT Bowling @ the Corner Alley, 11:30 
 
 

  Please call Willie Howard at 216.421.0482, ext. 229, or email WHoward@CovenantWeb.org to  
  schedule or cancel a meeting. Go to CovenantWeb.org for our on-line calendar. 
 

 

See inside cover of the bulletin for today’s schedule 
 
 

Next Sunday, February 5 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS, Herrick Room, 9:00 
CRÈCHE NURSERY, Education Wing, 9:30 

WORSHIP, (Communion, Children in Worship), 10:00 
STUDENT GATHERING, Sanctuary Main Entrance, 11:00 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP, Reception Room, 11:00 
YOUTH CHOIR, Yost Chapel, 11:15 

ADULT FORUM, Beckwith Hall, 11:30 
THE HEALING CIRCLE, Sonia Golden Room, 12:30  



 

IN THE COVENANT FAMILY 
 

WE KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS David Browne, Akeya Clark (Marie Jones’ niece), Rich Day (friend of 

Bill Braun and Cathy Luck), Jean Field (Peggy Kacerek’s cousin), Mia James, Stephanie 

Johnson, Marilyn Krotseng, Cyndi Kuntz, Kathleen McCarthy (Hillel), Timothy Moyer 

(Jonathan Moyer’s brother), Meghan Pittenger (Kathryn Mierke’s friend), Dwight Roe (Carol 

Roe’s brother), , Carolyn Teare-Richardson, Jean Marie Szafraniec (Ron Szafraniec’s mother), 

and Nicole Wilson (Reaver Nelson’s sister). We pray for Covenant members and friends who 

are struggling with illness, convalescing, or are homebound; the patients, family, and staff in 

our surrounding hospitals; and those who have placed prayer requests in our Carpenter's Box.  
 

Please send any prayer requests to Melanie Marsh Baum. Names are generally moved from the bulletin 

after four weeks unless there is a continuing need. Please let the church know if you or a loved one are 

in the hospital; HIPAA privacy regulations prevent hospitals from sharing this information with the 

church. 
 

OUR PRAYERS are with Oleg Targoni and his family on the death of his father, Sergey Targoni, 

on December 27 in Albany, NY. 
 

PARTNERING WITH NORTH CHURCH: Today Bob and Karen Ault, Kathy Farkas, Gale 

Bromelmeier, Tom and Cheri Keys, and Ginny and Keith Kallay are assisting in preparing and 

serving the community meal that follows the worship service at North Church, a Covenant 

mission partner that shares space with Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries at 4515 Superior 

Avenue. Covenant will also be at North Church on Sunday, April 2 and 9.  
 

Kevin Lowry is on paternity leave through March 10, with modified hours in the office. 

Jonathan Moyer is in Vero Beach, FL from January 25 through January 30 giving a concert at 

the First Congregational Church.  
 

 

Covenant Student Ministries, centered in University Circle, is a 

welcoming community for college students that seeks to live out God’s 

inclusive love on campus and in our world through faith, fellowship, 

and service. For more information about Covenant Student Ministries 

contact Kevin Lowry, Chaplain to Students 216-421-0482 x 237 or 

KLowry@CovenantWeb.org. CONNECT WITH US on Facebook or 

our Weekly Newsletter – Sign up at the Student Table in the Main Entrance of the Sanctuary!  
 

Come and CONNECT as a community every Thursday at 5:30 pm in the Living Room 

(lower level). Free dinner and great conversation about the big questions of life and how, as 

people of faith, we can respond to God's call to love on another. ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
 

Our next Student Brunch will be on Sunday, February 5 at 11:15 am in the Activities Room! 

Come for this time of fellowship with great food prepared by our own Covenant Chiefs! This 

is a FREE meal and open to all CWRU, CIA and CIM students! Invite your friends and join us 

for brunch!! ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

  


