
1 | P a g e  
 

WBC #16  
Winning the Battle with Culture #16 Living in Victory till the Return of Jesus Christ. 
 
First Wesleyan Church, Bartlesville, OK. 
Compiled and written by Rev. Joe W. Colaw, Pastor 
February 21, 2021 
 
We, in America, and many places around the world are facing increased stress from a secular 
society that is becoming increasingly more antagonistic with Christian faith. We are living 
among many who want to shame believers into silence and abandonment of Biblical Truth. 
Christians are becoming fearful of standing for Truth. This is not new. When Jesus was dealing 
with theological truth with his followers, some thought it to be too difficult and stopped 
following Jesus. The Disciple John, and author of the Gospel of John recorded:  
 
John 6:66–67 (NIV84) From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 
him. 67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.  
 
In America, for more than 200 years, we have lived in a culture that has embraced the Christian 
faith and Biblical worldview. Now, on almost a daily basis, we are seeing Christian faith and 
Biblical worldview under attack and some Christ followers are yielding to the social pressure and 
denying the faith. For many and maybe most, it is not a bold in your face call to reject Jesus. But, 
rather, it is a subtle call into question the Biblical values and Truth that are contrary to the 
growing social anti-Christian ideologies. Increasingly… 
 
Bible believing Christians are called hateful if they hold to Biblical worldview.  
Bible believing Christians are called fear-mongers if they hold to Biblical worldview.  
Bible believing Christians are called bigots if they hold to Biblical worldview. 
Bible believing Christians are narrow minded if they hold to Biblical worldview.  
 
The Biblical worldview was once the common cultural worldview in American and is now being 
viewed as an oppositional philosophy to culture. And, too often, Christians are finding 
themselves like the early disciples; holding to the Truth is hard. Consequently, some are walking 
away. It is subtle and doubly dangerous. When confronted with Truth, the struggling Christian 
quietly, silently deny God’s Truth so they can be accepted by society. In their denial they will 
not graciously declare their allegiance to Jesus Christ, the Savior and the Word of God first and 
foremost. So, their silence for acceptance moves them down the road of disbelief. The second 
part of the danger is that they continue to go through the routines of people of faith and quietly 
tell themselves that they are OK. As a result, the church gradually grows weak, defeated, and 
ineffective.  
 
As a local church pastor, I don’t want people on my watch yielding to the pressures of secular 
society, I want them to be strong, committed, Bible believing Christian boys, girls, men and 
women. I want us to know Biblical truth and courageously stand for Biblical truth. I want the 
Christ followers to be full of grace and mercy yet hold tightly to the Truth of the Holy Bible. 
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We are moving closer and closer to the day of Rapture, the years of tribulation and the Return of 
Christ. Obviously, every day, we are closer to the rapture and we are finding more conflict with 
our ungodly culture. Are you ready to hold to your faith and live for Jesus Christ lovingly, 
graciously and boldly? Or are you more concerned about being culturally and socially accepted? 
Too many, who claim to be a part of the family of God, are more concerned about cultural 
acceptance than being spiritually affirmed by the Savior? Jesus said; “Whoever acknowledges 
me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns 
me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” Matthew 10:32–33 (NIV84)  
 
We need to be determined because their will be increased negative pressure on the Christian 
believer. We need to hold strong to Biblical Truth! When we realize that at least twenty places in 
the Old Testament record prophecies about Jesus Christ and twenty places in the New Testament 
record the fulfillment of the Old Testament Prophecy. In addition, the credibility of the prophetic 
statements in Daniel are stunning. These prophetic realities and many more ought to cause every 
believer to take notice and apply Truth. If the Bible recorded prophecy and history later records 
that it happened, we need to take notice to pay attention in regard to things that are yet to happen. 
 
There is a terrible time coming to the entire world, the Bible prophecies it and the worldwide 
conditions seem to be evolving in a manner to suggest that they are impending. Are you ready? 
 
An often-asked question: Is Jesus Christ going to return to earth for His followers?  If yes, when 
is Jesus Christ Coming back?  This is an evocative question that seems to catch the attention of 
committed believers and even the secular world that is somewhat curious about these Christian 
concepts. 
 
However, it has been drawn to my attention that many believers are unfamiliar with the terms 
and ideas that are discussed in relationship to the return of Christ.  Let’s take a look at some 
definitions.   
 
Rapture - the belief that Christ is going to come back to take all believers both living and dead 
to be with Him.  Every theory of end time believes in the rapture, the question that is argued 
relates to the timing of the rapture.  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NIV84) — 13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about 
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that 
Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who 
are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, 
we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with 
these words. 
 
The English word “rapture” is not in the English Bible. It comes from the Latin translation of “caught” 
in verse 17; Latin: “rapio” translates into the English word “rapture”. The Greek word for caught is 
“harpozo” to seize, snatch away, carry off.  



3 | P a g e  
 

Tribulation – Is a reference to “the great tribulation” noted in Revelation 7:14 (NIV).  It is seen 
by some (amillennialism) to refer historically to persecution faced by Christians of the latter part 
of the first century, but also symbolic of tribulation that occurs periodically throughout history. 
Others (premillennialism) take such a reference to the great tribulation to refer to an end time 
period. Dispensational premillennialism connects such a seven-year tribulation with the 
seventieth week of a prophetic framework taken from Daniel 9:24-27. A distinction is usually 
made between the two halves of the seven years. The last half, often called the Great Tribulation, 
is measured variously as three and a half years (Daniel 9:27), forty-two months (Rev. 11:2; Rev. 
13:5), 1,260 days (Rev. 11:3; Rev. 12:6), or “a time, and times, and half a time” (Rev. 12:14). 
Distinctive to this view is the teaching the church will be raptured at the beginning of the 
tribulation period.  
 
Revelation 7:14 (NIV84) — 14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These are they who 
have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.  
 
Pre-tribulationists – hold that Christ will return twice.  The first return is to rapture the true 
believers out of this world and Christ will only be seen by the raptured believers.  Those who 
adhere to this philosophy believe that no further prophetic events must occur before He comes 
for the rapture.  This return could happen at any time and it will happen prior to the beginning of 
the worldwide seven-year tribulation.  At the conclusion of the seven-year tribulation, Christ will 
come again and establish a one-thousand-year reign on earth. (Rev. 20) 
 
Mid-tribulationists – hold to the belief that Christ will come mid-way through the seven-year 
tribulation.  Believers worldwide will face persecution for three and one-half years and then 
Christ will rapture them out before the “great tribulation” period during the last three- and one-
half years of the tribulation. 
 
Post-tribulationists – believe that scripture mentions only one return of Christ and that it will be 
at the end of the seven-year tribulation and just prior to Christ’s return and the establishment of 
His earthly reign. 
 
The Millennium – relates to the one-thousand-year reign of Christ as described in Revelation 
chapter 20. 
 
Premillennialism – The prefix “pre” means “before”. This theory claims that Christ will reign 
on earth during a future period of approximately 1000 years while Satan is detained in the abyss.  
Christ will set up this earthly reign following the seven-year period of worldwide tribulation.  
Premillennialists believe that the millennium will be preceded by Christ’s return to earth. 
Furthermore they hold one of three positions about the rapture: pretribulation rapture, 
midtribulation rapture or posttribulation rapture. 
 
Amillennialism – The prefix “a” means “no” or “None”. No literal 1,000-year reign of Christ. 
This view foresees the return of Christ at the peak of conflict between the forces of good and 
evil.  While the Church is developing through the extension of the Gospel, unredeemed men will 
sink into deeper cesspools of violence, pride and evil.  Some amillennialists hold to a short, 
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future period of intense persecution called the Great Tribulation.  Others feel that the tribulation 
described in Scripture occurred at the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.70, and any Biblical 
references to a future tribulation are a symbolic way of describing the conflict between the 
Gospel and evil forces throughout the church age. 
 
Postmillennialism – Since the prefix “post” means “after”, this theory suggests Christ’s coming 
will occur after the Millennium. It teaches that the Kingdom of God is now spreading throughout 
the world as the Church proclaims the Gospel to every creature.  Most of the world’s population 
will eventually accept Christianity, and Christ will return after a long period of righteousness and 
peace on earth known as the millennium.  Advocates of this theory are quick to point out that sin 
will not be eliminated until Christ returns at the end.  Nevertheless, most people from every 
nation will be professing Christians by the time Jesus reappears in person. 
 
 
So How Should we approach this Issue? 
 
Many wonderful Christians and excellent Christian theologians disagree about the interpretation 
of the many Biblical passages and consequently define the timing differently.  Additionally, 
these same people have varied opinions as to who the current day players are as we investigate 
the Bible to see and read the picturesque descriptions of the various end-time participants. 
 
 
 
 
The diagram on the following page attempts to illustrate one of the more commonly accepted 
views of the events relating to time and eternity.  
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A Pre-Tribulation / Premillennialism Timeline to Eternity 
 

        Jesus 
       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Church Age           Tribulation     Millennium Reign 
 Old              (Rev.  2-3)         (Rev. 6-19)    of Christ on earth 

Testament (Rev. 20:1-6) 
 
 
 7 years 1000 years 
                       Tribulation 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

New Heavens 
and  

New Earth. 
Rev.21-22 

R
ap

tu
re

 
Eternity 

Past 

Je
su

s 
R

et
ur

ns
 to

 e
ar

th
 

w
it

h 
T

he
 C

hu
rc

h  
 

Present World 
Destroyed 

2 Peter 3:10 
Satan’s Doom 
Rev. 20:7-10 

C
ru

ci
fi

xi
on

 a
nd

  
Je

su
s 

as
ce

nd
s 

to
 h

ea
ve

n 

Last Judgment 
Rev. 20:11 
Great White 
Throne 
Judgement 

      Jesus 
    Raptures 
     Church 

R
ap

tu
re

 o
f 

th
e 

C
hu

rc
h 

 
 
Hell and Eternal 
Damnation 



6 | P a g e  
 

Several key thoughts to help us approach this issue . . .  
 
1. JESUS IS RETURNING AND YOU WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF YOURSELF 

BEFORE GOD.  
 
1 Thessalonians. 4:16-17 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. [17] After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  
 
Romans 14:10-12 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your 
brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. [11] It is written: " 'As surely as I 
live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.' " 
[12] So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  
 
 
2. BE READY, KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE WITH JESUS CHRIST. 
 
1 John 5:11-13 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
[12] He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. [13] I 
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that 
you have eternal life.  
 
You must know that you have eternal life with Jesus Christ.  It is as easy as A-B-C 
 
A - Acknowledge your sins - the Bible informs us that if we tell God our sins - He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins. (I John 1:9) 
B - Believe in Jesus Christ - John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
C – Confess Jesus is Lord - Romans 10:9 . . . if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
 
 
3. GOD HAS GIFTED YOU AND BLESSED YOU, KEEP ETERNITY IN MIND AS 

YOU SERVE AS THE STEWARD OVER ALL THAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU. 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 and Luke 19:11-27 (Parables of the faithful stewards) 
 
Everything you have, God expects to be dedicated to His purposes so that your life will be used 
to build His Kingdom.  Your talents, your education, your position in life, your vocation, your 
finances, your home, your family, etc... and if you serve faithfully with what you have, God will 
reward you accordingly. 
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4. DON’T BE IGNORANT.  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, 
or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  
 
Study the Bible and the writings of Biblical scholars about Christ’s return. Be ready and live 
ready! 
 
  
5. REJECT ALL UNGODLINESS, WAIT EAGERLY AND STAY FAITHFUL AS 

YOU WAIT FOR CHRIST’S RETURN. 
 
Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. [12] It teaches 
us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age, [13] while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, [14] who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:7-9 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. [8] He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God, who has called you into fellowship with 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
 
1 John 2:28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be 
confident and unashamed before him at his coming.  
 
 
6. GET BUSY DOING THE WORK WE KNOW GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO.  
 
Jesus was asked about the most important commandment… “Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law 
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”” (Matthew 22:37–40, NIV84)  
 
 
Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, he gave His disciples their last word of instruction . . . 
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
[19] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20 
 
We need to be serious about doing the work we are certain that Jesus commanded us to do.  We 
need to do it now and with all our might and keep doing it until He comes.   
 
Love God, Love others and Help Others know and love God! Matthew 22:37-40; 28:19-20 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
Some things about the future are clear and should be preached and taught to everyone.  But to 
attempt to present an unquestionably clear systematic statement of the exact sequence and timing 
of the events of the last days is precarious.  The best Hebrew scholars at the beginning of the first 
century A.D. thought they knew what their Messiah would be like and what He would do, but 
when He came, they did not recognize Him, and rejected the man who claimed to be the Messiah 
and crucified Him.  We look back on them and ask, “why couldn’t they see and understand that 
Jesus was the Messiah?”  But doubtless, when this present age will have passed and we stand 
beyond time and recall the things that will have taken place and the Scriptures that foretold of 
Christ’s return, we might ask ourselves, “why were we so blind?” 
 
While it is proper for us to try to understand the future, it is healthy to engage in respectful 
discussion of the theories regarding the rapture and return of Christ. However, it is a mistake for 
Biblical believers to permit differences of opinion on this issue to divide the body of Christ.  
When the apostles, after the resurrection of Jesus, asked Him regarding a Jewish kingdom, which 
they assumed that God would establish, He did not tell them whether God would do so or not.  
He simply told them that the future was in God’s hands.  Their responsibility was to give to the 
world the “good news” of the gospel. (Adapted from A Contemporary Wesleyan Theology, Vol. 
Two, pgs, 1126-1127) 
 
(Acts 1:6-8 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" [7] He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth." ) 
 
Live ready for Christ to rapture you today!  In addition, live so full of faith in God that you can 
face the worst persecution the world has known so that you will be strong and able to endure and 
gain the best reward of all, heaven.  And work diligently to build God’s Kingdom because God 
will reward our faithfulness.  It is worth it! 
 
 
 
 
 


