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Life brings unexpected interruptions and detours
into each of our lives. Jesus told us to expect
them: “I have told you these things, so that in

me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world”
( John 16:33).
      e Bonnema Story and the companion article,
God’s Sovereignty, describe life detours. Neither Gary
and Corrine’s nor Job’s final destination changed, but
each of their journeys certainly took a different route
than planned.
      My Daughter’s Testimony describes a life 
interruption of much shorter duration that began
with a distressing diagnosis but ended with a 
miraculous healing.
      God allows adversities to come into our lives. 
How we respond to them is an indication of how well
we have prepared ourselves to win the battle that oen
rages between hope and despair.  
      If we haven’t prepared and armed ourselves to 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer” (Romans 12:12), our personal faith can be
shaken to its very core depending on the severity of
the storm cloud that may have just struck us. 

      

      As Christians, we are called to love and show 
compassion to one another. In so doing, we must 
constantly fight against our human nature that wants
to put unpleasant situations or circumstances “out 
of sight and out of mind.” Oen, it is because we do
not know what to say or what to do.
      A common thread in both of these stories is that
the Holy Spirit led other believers to see Gary and
Corrine’s, and again Janelle’s, distress and directed

          
         

         
         

          
         
       

        
       

        
       

         
           

  

#1
We are praying that these stories will 
encourage you to prepare yourself to confront
each unexpected interruption or detour that you 
may face with hope and faith and not despair.

#2
We are praying that the Holy Spirit will use these 
stories to help open your eyes to see those in
need around you and Þll your heart with love 
and compassion to help care for their needs.  

          
         
       

        
       

        
       

         
           

  

       
      

       
        

          
         

         
         

#3
We are praying that each of you will listen for 
and follow the Holy Spirit’s call to do good works.
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do”  (Ephesians 2:10).

        
       

         
           

  

       
      

       
        

          
         

         
         

          
         
       

        
       

#4
We are praying that you will experience God’s 
incredible presence and power in your soul, as
you pray, not just read, the prayer on the back
cover of this issue.  It is our hope that you will
pray it often.

       
      

       
        

them how to come along side in love and 
compassion. 
      e companion articles, Corrine’s Crew and 
Tuesday Evenings with Corrine describe how the
Holy Spirit led others to come along side both Gary
and Corrine to encourage them and help lighten 
their load. “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

      e GPS Life Journey and My Reading Buddy
articles both offer insight into how to discover—and
fulfill—God’s next purpose for your life.

May God richly bless you!
e Connections Team



Our Beginning —
our story begins in a little country church east of clara city, 
Minnesota. in 1962, corrine and i were married and vowed: “to 
have and to hold, for richer or poorer, for better or worse, in sickness 
and in health until death do us part.” We believe that was a binding 
contract with no escape clause. e first thirty years of our lives 
together were great, not always perfect, but still great years. our 
two children married born-again, believing spouses and gave us 
three wonderful granddaughters who love the lord. 

Our Trials —
in 1993, our lives were abruptly changed. in June, corrine fell and broke 
her right hip that required surgery to put in a plate and screws. later that 
year, she was diagnosed with parkinson’s disease. en, on December 31, 
she had a major automobile accident. She sustained a broken jaw, teeth 
knocked out, a broken collar bone, cracked ribs, cracked vertebra in her 
back and neck, and a crushed heel. 

in 2002, corrine had a pacemaker put in—her heart was not beating properly. 

in 2004, she fell and broke her right hip again, this time aer surgery her right leg was an inch and a half shorter than her
le leg and she needed a li put on her shoe. 

in 2009, she was having pain in her right hip and back, it was determined she needed a total hip replacement which made
her leg a little longer. So, good news: no more lis on her shoe; but, bad news: we had to buy all new shoes!

in 2010, the battery in her pacemaker needed to be replaced, plus one of the wires that go into her heart needed to be
replaced as well. A few days aer this surgery, we went for a routine checkup and doctors discovered that a hole had been
made in the wall of her heart when the surgeon replaced the wire and that it was bleeding into the sac around her heart.
She was rushed to the er to have the blood removed and then into surgery to repair the hole and wire. 

in 2012, she had a total hip replacement of the le hip; in the next eleven months that hip came out of joint four times

by Gary Bonnema
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which was very painful. So in January 2013, they did
surgery again and put in a retainer to prevent any more 
dislocations. 

in April 2013, corrine fell at home and broke her leg.
Surgery was done to repair the break. Four days aer 
that surgery they found a blood clot had formed and 
it was necessary to amputate her leg above the knee. 

in July 2013, a staph infection set in. Surgery was done 
to clean out the infection. Following this procedure, 
we had to go to the hospital two times a day, seven 
days a week, for six weeks to have antibiotic treatment 
for the infection. 

in April 2014, the retainer ring in her le hip failed. 
it was removed and a heavier hip replacement was put in. 
in June the screws in that hip replacement came loose, so
with hip surgery number seven they removed everything,
now she has no joint at all in that hip. 

each trauma or surgery, it seems, has a negative effect on
the parkinson’s disease—making her life even a little more
difficult.

Purpose of Suffering—
At one point in this journey pastor paul mentioned Job.
i began to read the book and it helped me to deal with the
issues we are going through. 

here is Job’s story: Job woke up one morning as the richest
man in the area. he had 7000 sheep, and 500 yokes of
oxen, 3000 camels, and 500 donkeys. (he must have been
quite a farmer. i think he may also have had a couple freight
hauling businesses: two-Men-and-A-camel and u-haul-
rent-A-Donkey.) his pride and joy were his ten children—
he prayed for them every day in case what they were doing
was not pleasing to God. By the time Job went to bed that
night, his sheep were toast, the camels, oxen and donkeys
had been stolen, his servants killed, and his ten children
were dead!  unbelievably, the devil was not finished with
him as he then got boils all over his body.

can you imagine what that must have been like? he had
just lost all his possessions pluS his beloved children.
yet as he sat there in misery—covered from head to foot
with ashes, blood, and ooze—the Bible tells us, still he
remained “blameless and  upright” ( Job 1:1). i began to
think Job’s problems were worse than ours. 

So how did Job handle it?
Most importantly, he did not blame God. “in all this, Job
did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing” ( Job 1:22).

i asked myself, “Where do these troubles come from?  Do
they come from God, Satan, our own stupidity, or because
we live in a broken world?” e answer may be, “All of the
above.” i do not know, but this i do know: e God we
serve is a sovereign God. 

God’s sovereignty means that everything is ultimately
under God’s rule and that nothing happens without either
his direction or his permission. (See the first two chapters
of Job.) 

i think i spend too much time trying to determine where
the problems come from and why they are happening.
instead, i should ask, “What is the purpose, what can God
accomplish through this?” (at is really hard to do when
you are standing belly deep in the swamp and there are
alligators looking you in the face. ey have that evil grin,
and you do not know which one is coming aer you next.)

at means we can trust God that he has a purpose for
whatever he permits—for his glory and our good—even
if we cannot see it. “consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds” ( James 1:2). 

“We are assured and know that [God being a partner in
their labor] all things work together [and are fitting in
a plan] for good to and for those who love God and
are called according to [his] design and purpose”
(romans 8:28 AMp).

in this verse, we are reassured that whatever difficulty he
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has allowed in our
lives has been 
filtered through
his fingers of
wisdom and
love.

Still, we ask
the questions,
“Why is all this
happening?”
and “i don’t
know if i can
handle any
more.” at
must have
been what
Job’s wife was
thinking
when she
told him in
Job 2:9 to,
“curse
God and
die!” 

he answered her in Job 2:10, “you are talking like a silly
woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” 

e question is whether we will trust God even when we
cannot see what he is accomplishing and life makes no
sense. Sometimes the question, “Why?” is not going to be
answered because we cannot comprehend it. 

e night before corrine was to have her leg  amputated, i
sat in a chair in her room pleading with God to heal her
leg. i cried like a baby, begging God and asking, “Why?” i
just could not understand what was happening. 

e next morning a friend called and prayed with me
asking God to send an angel to comfort me. later, i
realized God had already answered that prayer. A nurse had
come to take blood before surgery. She was wearing earrings
that said, “Jesus.” i said to her, “i like your  earrings; i’m
going to need a lot of him today.” A few hours later she
gave me two pages of Bible verses on faith. e first verse
on the sheet was: “trust in the lorD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding” (proverbs 3:5).

Pity Party —
Job has a pity party when he said in Job 3 (my paraphrase): 

        I wish I would never have been born.
         I have no peace, no quietness; I have no rest,
         but only turmoil.
         What’s going on here it’s just not fair.

Sometimes when i am washing clothes, making a meal,
cleaning the house, or watching corrine deal with
everything going on in her life, i feel the same way; it is
just not fair. i have my share of pity parties! But one thing i
have noticed, nobody comes to my parties, but if i invite
God, it is no longer a pity party. 

yet, there are still times when i think about our life and
how it has changed, and i get a little down, sometimes
more than a little. it is then that God comes along and
takes the pity out of the party—but it has not always
been like that. 

Prayer —
A few years back, corrine asked me if i was still praying for
her. i said, “What for? it didn’t work anyway.” at night
we had a men’s Bible study and pastor asked if anybody
had something to talk about. i said, “yes, why doesn’t
prayer work? i have asked God to heal corrine over and
over, so many people are praying for us, we have gone
forward in church and have been anointed with oil and
nothing happens. i got a lot of answers that night but none
that helped very much at the time. 

When i got home, i sensed God was asking, “okay, you
asked MAN, now why don’t you ask Me?” So i started in
Genesis and ended in revelation, looking for his answer in
the verses on healing. i read that God healed then, and
i believe he still heals today. e passage that made the
difference for me that day was Daniel 3:17–18 (my
paraphrase): “e God we serve is able to heal corrine
from this disease, but even if he does not, we will still trust
and serve him.” 

in her book,  A Place Of Healing,  Joni eareckson said,
“here is what i believe; God reserves the right to heal or
not . . . as he sees fit.”  i think that is true even if we do not
understand. 

“i have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. in this world you will have trouble. But take heart! i
have overcome the world” ( John 16:33).

God will deliver you om eternal suffering and he will
deliver you through your present suffering—but not 
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always from it. in our times of suffering, God does not
always give us answers but he always gives himself.  John
17:23 tells us that God loves us as much as he loves his
own Son Jesus—and because of that love, he has plans
for us. 

“‘For i know the plans i have for you,’  declares the
lorD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you.
plans to give you hope and a future’” ( Jeremiah 29:11).

Faith—
God may discipline us, but he does not punish us for
our sins. Jesus did that on the cross. to say we are being
punished for our sin is to say Jesus and the cross are mean-
ingless. i know that faith is important and that Jesus healed
people and commented on their great faith, but he also
healed some that had no faith. he healed a blind man that
did not even know who Jesus was. Mary and Martha did
not believe lazarus would come back to life. e crippled
man at the temple did not know peter was about to heal
him. it was Jesus’ faith and peter’s faith that resulted in
healing, not the faith of ones that were healed.

in the Bible, God has revealed enough about himself  to
give us a solid reason for faith, but not so much revelation
that faith is rendered unnecessary. “e secret things
belong to the lorD our God, but the things revealed
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may
follow all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).

e questions i had to ask myself, “Do i trust that God is
for me, even when he doesn’t give me what i ask for?  Do
i trust that he has reasons beyond my reasons? Do i trust
his plan is better than my plan?” 

i have learned a lot in the past years from the Bible and
also from books i have read—two in particular: Joni
eareckson’s A Place Of Healing and  If God Is Good:
Why Do We Hurt by randy Alcorn. e following quote
come from e Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am
I Here For? by rick Warrren (Grand rapids, Michigan:
Zondervan, 2003.)

God’s Word provides the truth we need to grow,
God’s people provide the support we need to
grow, and circumstances provide the 
environment to practice Christlikeness. 

When i was in the hospital with corrine for the surgery to
repair her broken leg, 2 corinthians 5:1 came to me. in this
verse, paul compares our bodies to tents. tents are not real

strong—the canvas rips, the tent pegs pull lose, the poles
bend, ropes break, and tents leak. if our bodies are like
tents, we should not be surprised when we rip, bend, or
break. We should not be surprised when trouble comes.
1 peter 4:12 says, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the
painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange
were happening to you.” Notice peter said, “when” not “if.”
When we were told her leg had to be amputated, it was a
“painful trial.” e Bible tells us God will not give us more
than we can handle, but at that point i was not so sure. 

“All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow
to the glory of God” (2 corinthians 4:15).

Grace —
Grace—God’s empowerment in man for service with
different gis for different service. paul said in ephesians 3
(my paraphrase), “By God’s grace i am what i am.” e
Bible tells us that God knew us by name before the earth
was formed and that is when he made plans for our lives
and put the DNA in us that make us who we are. 

i have learned from God’s Word that we must not waste
our problem by not allowing God to use it. i remember
when Don Baker was dealing with cancer he never let an
opportunity go by without sharing God’s love. Being a
good car salesman, he would make the opportunities. he
did not waste his problem. i know others that are doing the
same thing—sharing personal hurts to help others deal
with their pain.

“praise be to the God and Father of our lord Jesus christ,
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have
received from God” (2 corinthians 1:3–4). 

in her book, Joni eareckson says, “My affliction has
stretched my hope, made me know christ better, helped
me long for truth, lead me to repentance of sin, goaded me
to give thanks in the times of sorrow, increased my faith,
and strengthened my character. Being in a wheelchair has
meant knowing him better, feeling his pleasure every day.”
in her 40-plus years in a wheelchair, many lives have been
impacted though her ministry. She says “inking of that, i
am filled with awe, and say, ‘ank you God for this wheel-
chair.’”  in psalm 119:71, David said, “it was good for me to
be afflicted so that i might learn your decrees.”

“For if i never had a problem i wouldn’t know that God
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“out of his mouth 
is a sharp sword with which
to strike down nations” (that 
includes the spiritual forces) meaning 
that by His Word, he will defeat his enemies. 
God is ready to do battle. i can just see him! A .44 
magnum in each hand, an uzi with a 30-round clip
hanging from his neck and a belt of ammunition around
his waist. 

is is the commander i must follow into my battles. 
2 corinthians 6:7–10 says, “As servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; 
in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprison-
ments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and
hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; 
in the holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of 
righteousness in the right hand and in the le; through
glory and dishonor, bad report and good  report; genuine,
yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown;
dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrow-
ful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.” 

The Word—
God is a God of love, peace, reconciliation, and joy. he
is also a God of justice. When Satan in the wilderness
confronted Jesus, he used the most powerful weapon in
the world: he quoted Scripture. When the devil comes to
steal our peace, kill our joy, and destroy our faith, we can go
to the Bible and speak Scripture verses (bullets) to shoot
down the schemes of the enemy. (e Word of God is the
Sword that comes out of our mouth.) i have verses circled
in my Bible that i call “my bullets” so i can shoot down

could solve them. i wouldn’t 
know what faith in God
could do. rough it
all i’ve learned to 
trust in Jesus, i’ve 
learned to trust in 
God. rough it all, 
i’ve learned to depend 
upon his Word.” Words are 
from, rough It All, by Andraé crouch.

i am learning some of God’s decrees (got a long 
way to go yet) i am not so sure i can really thank 
God for the wheelchair corrine has to sit in.  
But, we are content with it at this point. corrine 
showed us what that means in the hospital. She had
just come out of surgery and the kids and i were standing
by her bed looking at the place her leg used to be. She says, 
“okay you guys i’m the one going through all this and God
is giving me the grace to handle it, so just buck up.” 

“hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not in despair; persecuted but not abandoned; struck
down, but not destroyed” (2 corinthians 4:8–9).

yes, we are, but GoD iS So GooD!!! We must keep our
eyes on heaven while going through hell here on earth.
Jesus did not come to earth to give us a perfect life! he
came to make us his own.

The Battle—
We are at war. 

For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of the heavenly realms.

ephesians 6:12 

We do not have to fight these battles alone, i think too
oen we try to do it alone, only to become discouraged
and defeated. it does not have to be that way. We have a
General that will lead us in battle. revelation 19:11
describes him as a rider on a white horse, and he is called
“Faithful and true.” revelation 19:12 says, “his eyes are
like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.” he is
the champion of champions. revelation 17:14 calls him,
“lord of lords and King of kings.” revelation states that,
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negative thoughts and the down times.  (When you feel
like you are belly deep in that swamp and the next alligator
is aer you, get into God’s Word and he will li you up
and set your feet on higher ground.)

Aer Job and his friends had finished their debate, God 
answered Job, he revealed his power and perfection to Job
and his friends. if you want to know what God is like, read
the last five chapters of the book of Job. 

“our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all”   
(2 corinthians 4:17). 

Jesus said in John 14:3, “i go and prepare a place for you.”
While he is preparing that place for us, he is preparing us
for that place. We have a party coming!!

Aer hip surgery number six and seven, i was not sure how
i felt. Was i mad, numb, confused, and/or discouraged?
“Why do we have to go through this again?” i asked God.
“it is not fair.”  

en, i told myself, “you better get in the Bible.” So i read
in 2 corinthians 1:8–11: “We were under great pressure,
far beyond our ability to endure, [that was for sure], so that
we despaired of life itself. indeed, we felt we had received
the sentence of death. [Maybe not quite, but at that point
life did suck.] But this happened that we might not rely on
ourselves but on God, who raises from the dead. he has
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us
again. on him we have set our hope that he will continue
to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. en many will
give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us
in the answer to the prayers of many.” 

i read this over and over. i believed it and i trusted God
would do what he said. 

So, when i got back to the motel, i spoke out loud to the
devil. i said, “Satan you are not going to get us down, we
have the Word of God as our weapons and you don’t have

any weapons, so you might just as well give up and let us
alone! Do you hear me?”

Not Alone —
Still questions come up: “if God is so good why do i some-
times feel so bad? if his message is so clear why do i get so
confused? if the Father is in control why do good people
have such gut-wrenching problems? is this a blessing or a
curse? Where is God when my world is stormy, the days
when the enemy is too big, the task to hard, the future to
bleak, and the answers too few?” it is then that i find
myself going back to God’s Word and to books by
christian authors. is helps me, but there are still days
when that black cloud of despair hangs overhead and those
questions keep coming back. Sometimes i wonder if God
and all his promises are for real. it is hard to explain the
frustration and discouragement that can come over me at
times. 

When these feelings overcome us, we need to remember we
are not alone. Moses, Joshua, elijah, Job, David, Jeremiah,
and the Disciples all had the same feelings at times. ey
did not give up, the love of God kept them going—and 
will keep us going. 

“For i am the lorD, your God who takes hold of your
right hand and says to you, Do not fear; i will help you”
(isaiah 41:13).

Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:28–30: “come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and i will give you rest. take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for i am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

When we are in one of our battles,
there are two truths we need to keep in mind. 

1. God is for you, with you, and crazy about you.
2. If you let Him, He will use this battle to make

you more beautiful than you ever dreamed you
could be. 

Praise God, the best is yet to come.
If the holy Spirit has used the Bonnema Story to impact your heart, you may send a note to them at 713 24th St Se,

Willmar, MN 56201. to offer to help, please contact connie M. Burns at (320) 905-1705.

Gary Bonnema grew up on a farm near prinsburg where he attended and graduated from cMcS. he joined the army in 1958 and spent most of his military
career in Germany. he and corrine began attending Willmar AG in 1979. Gary has served in various leadership positions including youth, Sunday School,
and church board. he has been involved in prison ministry for over 15 years. his hobbies include reading, woodworking, and fishing. 
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One Sunday morning  Gary and
corrine had come to church as usual 
but had to leave again because of  
corrine’s illness. For the first time i 
saw that Gary was very broken. e 
24-hour care for corrine had 
become very demanding and he 
seemed overwhelmed.

Dave and i had become good friends 
with Gary and corrine over the years. ey had mentored us and we admired their faith and looked to them for wisdom. it was hard to
watch as their world crumbled. 

at morning, i felt the holy Spirit urging me to express my concern to their daughter Jill and my good friend Kammy. We met and
decided to intervene on Gary’s behalf. 

When we visited with Gary, we expressed our concerns for his well-being and discussed the care he needed to provide. at aernoon we
decided to find a group of ladies who could sit with corrine every Friday aernoon to give Gary three hours each week to run errands—or
go fishing. e relief we saw on his face was a gi! it was also an affirmation that this was necessary.

We started calling. Some ladies were excited and said they could help twice a month. We originally had over thirty volunteers who came
two at a time, every-other-month (this eventually turned into once a month as some had to drop out). What a blessing! Some even brought
meals or treats! our eyes were opened as we saw what Gary was going through. My part in this was to call and schedule the crew.  (i also
subbed when we needed a last-minute fill-in.) i am grateful for my experience as a Mary Kay consultant; it taught me how to make phone
calls. you never know how God will use your past to develop  your future!
                                                                        
When Gary asked me to write about this ministry and how it had touched me, my first thought was, “i never really thought it was a
ministry, i was just helping with a need. hmmm, i guess that is what a ministry really is.” 

                                                                   “in everything i did, i showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering
                                                                   the words the lord Jesus himself said:  ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35 Niv).

                                                                   Gary has thanked me many times for doing the calling and scheduling—as do the ladies and it always
                                                                   strikes me as odd. When i call, i feel i am the one who is blessed as i visit with these ladies and 
                                                                   sometimes get to pray with them. Another blessing, for all of us, is simply being a part of a crew that
                                                                   has helped during a time of great need. Most of us f eel, however, that the biggest blessing of all has
                                                                   been getting to spend time with corrine. 

                                                                   in my mind, i feel i owe corrine! i have always admired her spirit and her love for the lord. She helped
                                                                   me through some real struggles i have had. She always listened, then advised. her advice almost always
                                                                   boiled down to two questions: “Are you in the Word? (She could tell that my countenance was not
                                                                   good) and  “What would Jesus do?” ese two questions have really helped me many times. 

                                                                   it is usually easier to give than to receive. May we learn from Gary to have the grace to accept help so 
                                                                   that we will bless others by letting them serve us. 

                                                                               Connie M. Burns and her husband Dave, live in Spicer and have three children. ey began attending 
                                                                           Willmar AG in November 2003. connie has been active in a variety of church ministries including leading 
                                                                           Bible studies, the women’s ministry team, vacation Bible School and christmas set designs, and as a choir 
                                                                           member. connie is a realtor with pro 1 realty professionals. She loves to read when she has time.

by connie M. Burns

Front Row:  Jan Baker, Pauline Duininck, Lolly Reiter, Gail Ammermann, and Rene Wachtler. Back Row:
Kammy Nelson, Kathy Krueger, Nancy Murphy, Georgiann Steinkamp, Bev Harvey, and Connie M.
Burns. ose who have helped but not pictured:  Dee Ahrenholz, Jo Ammermann, Marge Bonnema, Ricky
Hoyt, Pam Kleinhuizen, Kathy Palke, Kris Poe, Ann Zimmer, Rita Carlson, Darlene Estwick, Wendi
Vreeman, Kristine Wentzel, and Jan VanEps.
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Five or six years ago i was praying for a mentor, and God placed corrine Bonnema’s 
name on my heart. 

ever since i was a teenager, i have admired Gary and corrine. ey were not my 
youth leaders, but i had certainly heard a lot about them from kids at the prinsburg 
School where i attended. Back then, they were the cool youth leaders that knew how 
to connect with kids and have fun.

But i was intimidated to ask her.  

Aer all, she was friends with everyone, everybody loved her, and she certainly did not 
need another person in her life—or so i thought. i worked up the courage to ask if she 
would be willing to be a mentor to me and i found out that she was honored i had asked!

Who would have thunk it?

She told me Gary went to jail ministry every tuesday night, and she asked if it would work to come over then. at
is how tuesday evenings with corrine began.

What started out as a mentor relationship, continues. i have learned that we truly are all human, but that God makes
the  difference. e grace that corrine has had and her willingness to accept help (isn’t that hard for all of us?) has
taught me that it is okay to need people at times. e love that Gary and corrine show to each other and for the
lord through this battle is a manifestation of the years they spent building their relationship with each other and
with the lord. i am challenged to grow my roots down deep because nobody ever knows what may be around the
next corner in life.

e past few weeks corrine and i have been watching videos together of gospel groups singing hymns. i have read to
corrine from her Bible, and pointed out verses she had underlined or commented on.  her body is not what it once
was, but her love for her Savior and the thirst for his Word are still evident as we bask in his presence 
together. corrine may no longer be able to have a conversation about the lord with me, but as i 
read her well-worn Bible and see her expression of love for Jesus while i read, i can easily say she 
is still my mentor. i am still growing and learning from her. i am thankful that God has 
placed me here in this relationship. 

“So we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted  to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well” (1 essalonians 2:8).

Aer every tuesday evening with corrine, i leave challenged: What am i doing to 
build my faith foundation so i am prepared for whatever battles come my
way, and when they come, will i be a reflection of Jesus? 

Kammy Nelson is married to Keith Nelson. eir three 
sons attended ccS where Kammy was involved as a 
volunteer parent and board member. Kammy 
founded the community military support 
group: homeFront connection. Born 
and raised in Willmar, she and Keith 
recently moved to Spicer where they 
enjoy working on home improvement 
projects together. ey began 
attending Willmar AG in 2006.

by Kammy Nelson
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“The first thirty years of our lives together were great, 
not always perfect, but still great years. Our children
married born-again, believing spouses and gave us three
wonderful granddaughters who love the Lord.”

— Gary Bonnema

Satan’s observations are accurate. en he challenges
God to smite Job! “Stretch out your hand and touch
all that he has, and he will curse you to your face”
( Job 1:11 NKJv). Wow! at is pretty vindictive.
Now, at this point of the account, we do not know
whether or not Job will curse God to his face. We
hope he does not—we may even think he won’t,
especially given the list of Job’s righteous ways in the
first chapter. We are not sure. Neither is Satan, he
does not know the future.
“In 1993, our lives were abruptly changed.” 

— Gary Bonnema

Note the demand, “Stretch out your hand” ( Job 1:11
Niv). Satan is in effect saying, “Negatively touch every-
thing Job has.” What is God’s response? “e lord said
to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he has is in your power 
[transfer of authority]; only do not lay a hand on his 
person’” ( Job 1:12 NKJv).  

in “round one,” God does not give Satan authority to
touch Job himself. Job is, “hands off.” 

So with God’s permission, Satan literally wreaks havoc
on Job’s entire household.
“Corrine fell and broke her right hip…she was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s disease…she had a major automobile
accident…a broken jaw, teeth knocked out, a broken collar
bone, cracked ribs, cracked vertebra in her back and
neck, and a crushed heel...a pacemaker put in...fell and

“This I do know: The God we serve is a sovereign God.
God’s sovereignty means that everything is ultimately
under God’s rule and that nothing happens without either
His direction or His permission.” 

(See the first two chapters of Job.)     —  Gary Bonnema

he above declaration is most certainly true and it is
very graphically portrayed in the opening chapters of
Job. is is one of the few times in Scripture where we
are allowed “behind the scenes.” Was Job even aware of
it? Scripture does not say. if God himself had not
revealed the content of the first two chapters, we would
not “see” it either. Just how is God’s sovereignty played
out in the life of Job? in the two instances where Satan
is allowed or given permission by God to carry out his
accusations, we can see a transfer of authority from God
to the evil one. 

close examination of the text  reveals what God DoeS
and what he DoeS Not do. 

Just aer God presents the               
incredible list of Job’s 

righteous ways, Satan retorts,
“Does Job fear God for nothing?        

have you not made a hedge
around him, around his house- 

hold, and around all that he has          
on every side? you have blessed

the work of  his hands, and
his  possessions have 

increased in the
land” 

( Job 1:9–10 NKJv). 

by Kelvin Kraemer
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in summary, we see that it is not God’s hand that touches
Job—it is Satan’s. here is the mystery: when God says,
“Behold, he is in thine hand; but save [spare] his life.”
We can answer the questions, “Who?” and “What?” and
even to some degree, “how?” but the question, “Why?”
remains hidden. 

God is still sovereign—even though we live in a broken
world. “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work”
(2 essalonians 2:7 KJv).  And God is still good—
even when we do not know the answers to our question,
“Why?” 

We are assured that we have a great high priest ( Jesus)
who was “touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin”
(hebrews 4:15 KJv).

“en cometh Jesus with them unto a place called
Gethsemane…en saith he unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death…he went a little
further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying…if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me” (Matthew 26: 36, 38,
39). he said, “Abba, Father” (Mark 14:36). “ere
appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening
him”  (luke 22:4 KJv).

“let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need” (hebrews 4:16 KJv). 

FOOTNOTE: “Jesus is there with us carrying most of the
burden for us, but when my part of whatever burden I
have gets too heavy for me, He sends His people to lift up
and encourage me. Every Friday, ladies come and spend
the afternoon visiting with Corrine. This allows me time to
run some errands. Our daughter comes each Wednesday
and spends the day with her mom, and I get to go fishing.
On Tuesday evenings, Kammy Nelson comes and spends
time with Corinne. This enables me to continue to partici-
pate in co-leading a Bible study with Jim Butterfield at
the Kandiyohi County Jail. We thank God for the help we
get from our church family and friends. I do not know
what I would do without them.” — Gary Bonnema

God be praised! Amen.
Kelvin Kraemer is an adopted son of God. he researches, writes, and teaches
on Scripture, theology and church history. he and his wife Susan grew up in
the chicago area, but moved to Minnesota 20 years ago to raise their seven
children in a farm setting. residing near Grove city, they have attended
Willmar AG for the past two years. Kelvin is involved in the God’s ER
ministry, a continuation of the 99 project.

broke her right hip again…she needed a total hip re-
placement…the battery in her pacemaker needed to be
replaced, plus one of the wires that go into her heart
needed to be replaced…a hole had been made in the wall
of her heart… it was bleeding into the sac around her
heart…she had a total hip replacement of the left hip.” 

— Gary Bonnema— Gary Bonnema

“Again there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the lord . . . e lord said to
Satan… ‘have you considered My servant Job, that there
is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright
man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he
holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me
against him, to destroy him without cause.’ So Satan
answered the lord and said, ‘Skin for skin! yes, all that a
man has he will give for his life. But stretch out your
hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will
surely curse you to your face!’ And the lord said to
Satan, ‘Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.’  So
Satan went out from the presence of the lord, and
struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to
the crown of his head” ( Job 2:1–7 NKJv).

“Corrine fell at home and broke her leg. Surgery was
done to repair the break. Four days after that surgery 
they found a blood clot had formed in the leg and it was
necessary to amputate. …The night before Corrine was
to have her leg amputated, I sat in a chair in her room
pleading with God to heal her leg. I cried like a baby,
begging God and asking, “Why?” I just could not
understand what was happening! 
The next morning a friend called and prayed with me
asking God to send an angel to comfort me. And he did;
a nurse who was wearing “Jesus” earrings gave me two
pages of Bible verses on faith.”  

— Gary Bonnema

Aer God expounds his list of Job’s righteous ways for
the second time, he says to Satan, “Still he holds fast to
his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to
destroy him without cause” ( Job 2:3c NKJv). God’s
words are not passive. ey are strong—maybe even
caustic. We must remember God is just. “you
MoveD Me AGAiNSt hiM—Without
cAuSe!” his justice is aroused towards Satan, but
God’s mercy remains with Job. Why? “righteousness
and justice are the foundation of your throne; Mercy
and truth go before your face” (psalm 89:14 NKJv).
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            hat is our number-one challenge as Christians? Keeping the main
            thing, the main thing. The “main thing” is Jesus Christ and 
            honoring Him in all we do. The Bible says in Colossians 1:18, that
            He alone (Christ) in all things and in every respect is to occupy the
chief place (stand first) and be pre-eminent in our lives. There must be
nothing in our lives that offends Christ or is contrary to the Bible or its
principles.

The Bible is not “on trial.” It is not subject to personal interpretation.
The Bible is the revelation of God to man, the infallible Word of God: the
authoritative rule of faith and conduct—the point of reference for all
our situations and the only reliable guide for Christian living. The Bible
contains all we need to know to live a holy life, pleasing and acceptable
to God.

Analyze your speech and you will find out where your heart is. The Bible
says in Matthew 12:34 that out of the fullness, the abundance, the
overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. What do you talk about? What
is uppermost in your mind? Jesus said in Matthew 12:30 that He who is
not with Me, not firmly on My side, is against Me, and he who does not,
on purpose gather with Me and for Me, scatters abroad.

There is no middle ground. Either you are for 
Christ or you are, on purpose or by default,
against Him. Be wholeheartedly for Christ.
Allow Him to have first place in your life, 
in your family, at your work, while you 
play, and while you rest. Make the Bible 
the center-point of your life and Jesus 
Christ the center-piece!

Lois Kasperson moved to Willmar with her husband Dean in 
1991.  She worked as a graphic designer until last March when she
started her own business copywriting and proofreading. eir three 
children attended ccS where lois served as a board member. her
passion is studying the Bible and teaching biblical truths. She has taught 
Sixth Grade Bible Doctrine for the past 12 years, sings in the choir, teaches 
GpS, and is copy editor of connections. 

W
by lois Kasperson
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pastor Keith’s recent sermon series,
Limitless, was on supernatural spiritual 
gis (1 corinthians 12). in his series, 
he encouraged us to hope in God’s 
miraculous provision. here is a 
testimony of God’s healing 
power from one of our own:

        My 
  Daughter’s
   Testimony 

My daughter, Janelle, became seriously ill in 2012.
her eyes had turned an orange color which indicated
hepatitis and liver problems. She also had severe back
pain; x-rays would later show that her back was
broken.

two days aer christmas she visited her small town
doctor. he took one look at her and said, “i’m sorry, i
can’t help you, but i will call Sioux Falls hospital and
get you admitted immediately.” her husband took
her directly to the hospital, which was 40 miles away.

Aer two days in the hospital, her kidneys began to
fail. Because they did not have the means to treat
kidney failure, the doctor advised that she be taken
directly to Mayo clinic. She was admitted to the
Mayo clinic that same day and aer seeing numerous
doctors, Janelle was placed on a liver transplant list.

however, before a transplant could be done, her
weakened immune system required strengthening.
ey sent her home with vitamins as well as thyroid
and fluid medications to build up her immune
system.

A week later her friend, Michelle, invited her to a
Bible study at the luverne Assembly of God church.
She hesitated, but then agreed to go in spite of her
back pain and feeling weak. She was anointed with
oil and prayed for and she claimed her healing.
“erefore, confess your sins to one another, and
pray for one another so that you may be healed. e
effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish
much” ( James 5:16).

ree months later she returned to Mayo clinic for

by pat Strong

her check-up. e doctors were amazed by her
appearance. ey commented that she did not look
like the same woman they had sent home three
months earlier.  

e liver specialists said, “We cannot explain what
has happened, but you no longer need a liver trans-
plant.” All of the doctors commented that they did
not know what had happened but all the tests were
positive (normal). on her previous visit they had told
Janelle her hemoglobin was as low as they had ever
seen and her bilirubin was almost to the point of
death. She also had water on her heart and lungs. 

She told the doctors that she knew what happened:
many friends had prayed for her and their prayers
were answered.

Now, three years later, Janelle has not been sick for a
single day and is working full-time in addition to
being a busy mother and housewife. Whenever
anyone questions her about her liver, she says, “God
has given me a new liver!” Janelle is living proof that
God still works miracles today. She looks and feels
wonderful and gives God all of the glory for her
healing. “i will not die; instead, i will live to tell what
the lord has done” (psalms 118:17).

Pat Strong began attending Willmar AG as a child. Aer graduating
from high school, she attended North central Bible college (now North
central university) majoring in music. She serves as a pianist for pastor
paul’s Senior Ministry group. pat retired in December 2015 aer working
forty years for presbyterian Family Foundation. pat lives in Willmar and
has four children, 12 grandchildren, and 11 great grandchildren.
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his past october Byron and i were in northern
california for his son’s wedding. e weather
was beautiful and it was exciting to view a part

of the country i had never experienced before. i missed a
call on my cell phone. A friend in Willmar le a voice-
mail asking me to consider the possibility of tutoring an
eight-year-old Somali boy who was having difficulty with
reading. My first inclination  was to dismiss it because
i already was busy teaching quilting skills to a number of
girls. i decided to return the call and decline when i
returned home. however, i had not yet prayed about
it—and we all know that prayer changes things.

it is so easy for me to think i am in control of my own
destiny, want to do things on my terms and on my
timetable, and most of all to stay in my own comfort
zone. in reality, it is so much more exciting and
adventurous to let go of that mind set and let God set
the agenda. e most memorable and fun experiences
happen when i do it that way. God had a plan and he
wanted me to be on board.

i returned home, called my friend, learned the name of
the boy’s Mom and her telephone number. She is a single
mom with five children and working two jobs. For the
past year, she had been diligently seeking, but unable to
find, someone willing to work with her eight-year-old
son who was having difficulty with reading. i was
reminded of the woman in the Bible who repeatedly

T petitioned the judge until he relented because of her
persistence (luke 18:1-8).

i had been a single mom and vividly remember the
struggles of raising a son on my own. is woman is in
a foreign country, without any extended family, and
toughing it out in a culture that is totally different from
the one she experienced prior to living here.  torn by war
and deprivation few of us have ever experienced, she is
bravely working to see that her children get good
educations and become productive citizens in this
country. i am impressed by her determination and the
strict discipline she models for her children.

At this same time, Byron and i were taking the GpS
course pastor Bruce was conducting here at church.
i was surprised to view the test results of my skills
assessments. We were being encouraged to step out in
faith beyond our comfort zones and embrace the good
works which God had created and ordained for us do.
God was not wasting any time telling me this was my
first assignment. 

in this GpS class, we were looking at all of our past
experiences, skill sets, spiritual gis, and life lessons, aka
“the school of hard knocks.”  putting all of this down on
paper and trying to make good use of it seemed daunting,
but here in the midst of that process i was being
confronted with a real-life opportunity to utilize all of
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the above.  

As i looked back to my childhood it became obvious that
God had prepared me to be involved with other cultures.
i had lived in an ethnically rich neighborhood where
there were many different nationalities represented: 

— ere were folks who immigrated to the united
States aer WW ii looking to put the war
behind them, like the German couple with one
son who had lost the rest of their family to the
concentrations camps. Maeda had a number
tattooed on her forehead. 

— e Swedish neighbor who made special treats
for us on holidays and had a heavy accent. 

— e Greek shoemaker who taught us what Greek
homemade candy tasted like. 

— ere was a Syrian church across the street.
i babysat for Moses and Agnes. 

        — i learned how the italian families made their
        special pasta sauce and heard lots of stories
        from the oldest members of the family as 
        they struggled to learn how to speak english.
        We taught their children how to speak english,
        we played together, and we introduced them to
        the public library where we participated in 
        summer reading programs together. 

i grew up among many colorful and fascinating people.
We worked hard and played together. 

Willmar has been my home for about six years now. 
i moved here from Sioux city, iowa aer retiring from
working 35 years in the public utility industry.  i spent
the first three years in Willmar recovering my health aer
multiple surgeries. i vividly remember one cold winter
morning when pastor Keith called to encourage me. he
said to view it as a time to reflect, pray, and wait patiently
on the lord for a new chapter in my life. he was right. 

My reading buddy and i meet every tuesday night at the
public library. he reads to me and i work with him on
phonics and spelling. he is a bright and attentive child,
eager to improve his reading skills. i read everything i can
to learn about how i can help him with this challenge. i
try different approaches and he seems to be improving
slowly. My latest idea is to bring my bird field guidebook
and a suet feeder with a cake of suet. i will encourage him
to set this up outside a window where it will be close
enough to observe. i plan to show him the various
woodpeckers and other birds present during this season
that will come to eat the bounty he will put up for them.
My hope is to draw him more and more into reading

about the local birds and their habitat. We will be in a
setting where there are available resources for him to
explore this. i will be able to share the wonders of God’s
creation and unique  characteristics of each species and
God’s great care of these creatures without offending
anyone in the process.

i pray for him daily, as well as for his Mom and siblings. 
i am asking God for specific instruction about what to do
week-by-week. it is a process, and i am confident that i
will be able to do the next right thing and then the next
right thing.  “commit to the lord whatever you do, and
he will establish your plans” (proverbs 16:3).

it is a blessing to live here with opportunities to
nurture relationships with an otherwise unreached
and unengaged people group. We don’t need to go any
further than our own neighborhood. God brought these
folks to our community so that they can hear the gospel.
relationship happens one person at a time. it is all too
easy to see this as them-versus-us, and walk away from, or
otherwise ignore, the opportunities to reach out. 

My life is much richer because of this relationship. i am
thankful to actively engage during this season of my life
and look forward to many more exciting adventures. i
trust my story will encourage you to embrace who you
are “For we are God's handiwork, created in christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us
to do” (ephesians 2:10). 

Terri Watkins grew up in Sioux 
city, iowa. She worked for Mid
American energy company 
before retiring in 2010. 
terri and her husband 
Byron, live in Willmar. 
She is an avid quilter
and teaches quilting to 
young women. on her 
annual trip to romania 
she (and a friend) teach 
basic sewing skills to 
orphaned, abandoned, 
and at-risk children, 
as well as to women in 
shelters. terri’s work was 
recognized and honored 
by president GW Bush 
in 2004.
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Would you like to discover and 
fulfill God’s next purpose for your life?          

Do you believe God uniquely created you to fulfill                                                                         
a special purpose here on earth? Do you know what

that purpose is? Are you engaged in fulfilling that purpose? 

ephesians 2:10 states: “We are the workmanship of Jesus christ, created in christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

God has a special purpose for each of us for which we have been uniquely equipped. ere is a
job that only you can do! you were created to carry out good works that God prepared for you.

GpS life Journey will help you see how God has uniquely designed you, how to engage in your
special role, and to find significance in life by fulfilling your God-given purpose.

Watch for GpS Journey small groups to begin at Willmar Assembly of God and come on the
journey of a lifetime! 
       •    understand how God has uniquely created and gied you for a specific mission.
       •    Discover and engage in your God-given life purpose.
       •    Develop an intentional strategy to fulfill your mission and serve others. 
       •    live a life of significance having an impac in the Kingdom of  God.
       •    leave a legacy of making a difference in the world.

For more information please contact:
       pastor Bruce Schoeman
       320-894-2209
email: pastorbruce@willmarag.com
Website: www.encoreministries.org
(click on GpS life Journey)

       optional books to read for more
       information on this subject:
       Journey and Purpose.
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Dear Friends,
We hope you have enjoyed the first issue of Connections—
Willmar Assembly of God’s very own magazine!  
Connections is intended to be one more way to CONNECT 
us with each other through stories about what God is doing 
in the lives of Willmar AG believers. In each issue of 
Connections, we will share inspiring stories about how 
Willmar AG believers are living out their walk with God
through faith and service. 

Every believer has at least one powerful and important 
story to tell about his or her walk with God. I’m talking 
about your story; a story that tells about God’s 
faithfulness to you during a difficult time in your life. 
Sharing your story is an important part of living out your
faith. God can use your story to help others let go and let 
God help them work through their own struggle. Your 
story may be the one that strengthens one believer and leads another to Christ. Sharing our stories about
God’s faithfulness helps to connect us with each other and with God.

If you (or someone else in our church family) have a life-changing story to tell, please let us know. If
you are not a writer, no problem. We have a staff that is ready to help you tell your story. Simply call
(612) 723-3537 or submit a brief summary of your story to connections@willmarag.org along with your
contact information, and we will contact you.

If you would like to become a part of the Connections ministry team and have skills to offer as an
interviewer, writer, editor, proofreader, graphic designer, photographer, prayer warrior, or Bible
teacher/scholar, email us at connections@willmarag.org and include a brief resume of your experience
and area of interest.

If an article in this issue of Connections has ministered to you or blessed you in a special way, we will
be pleased to pass along your expressions to the respective author. Send us an email at
connections@willmarag.org or write to us at Connections, 3881 Abbott Drive, Willmar, MN 56201.

It is our prayer that Connections will become an important tool to help you connect with and strengthen
the Willmar Assembly of God church family of God-seekers and believers. 

In His Service,
Dale Lindquist

and the Connections Ministry staff

Dale Lindquist’s roots at Willmar AG go back to 1944 when his parents dedicated him to the lord. Aer graduating from college, he and his wife, Bonnie
returned to Willmar. he has served in leadership positions at Willmar AG, yFc, and ccS. in 2005 they le Willmar to build a global food ingredient
business, then moved back last year. Dale currently serves as a GpS facilitator and as Senior editor of connections.

Note: Articles published in connections are written for the purpose of edifying the church, while remaining true to the Word of God. Nevertheless, because
the stories are written by individuals having differing doctrinal backgrounds, the content may not necessarily reflect the teaching of the Assembles of God.
readers are therefore encouraged to “search the Scriptures” (Acts 17:11) and “test the spirits” (i John 4:1) to see if these things be so.



          

   

Our Father in Heaven,
May your Holy Name be praised in our hearts, in our fellowship, and throughout
the entire world. We come before you to praise you, to thank you, and to worship
you. (Matthew 6:9-13)

Thank you for our brothers and sisters, for the work they are doing for the
Kingdom, and for the  fellowship we share. May their hearts and minds be turned
to you today. May they be encouraged to fight the good fight. (1 Timothy 6:12) 

Forgive us, for when we sin against you and against each other. Forgive us Lord,
for being unforgiving, inconsiderate, and unthoughtful. Deliver us from
ourselves, from the temptations of the world around us, and from the designs
of the enemy of our souls.

Lead us to your quiet pastures, beside the still waters of your divine presence.
(Psalm 23) Be with us and restore our souls, when we walk through difficulties,
trials, or hardships. Take away our fear and replace it with your joy and your
peace that passes all understanding. Guard our hearts and our minds as we live
and move and have our being in your Son, Jesus Christ. (Philippians 4:7)

Guide us by the Power of your Holy Spirit. Lead us in paths of righteousness
for your Name’s sake. Teach us, and show us Your ways, so we may know You
and walk closer with You. May we come to love You more and more with each
passing day. (Exodus 33:13) Increase our love for one another and for the lost.

Oh Lord, be our Strength, be our Salvation, be our Righteousness—be LOVE
in us today. 

We ask all this in the Name of Your Son and Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

AMEN


