
Lesson Plan for Discipleship Essentials    
Chapter 10:  Grace 

 
● If online, have a one hour meeting 
● Do not feel as if you have to cover everything.   
● Each person’s personal work will cover the entire lesson 

--you are hitting the highlights and building upon what’s already been done.   
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 
● Numbered questions (1., 2., 5. etc)  refer to the numbers in the Discipleship Essentials 

book. 
● Key:  Remember that the most important role of the leader is to listen to others answer, 

rather than being the “answer person.”    
--Become comfortable with silences, because it takes people a moment to think and 
answer. 
--Count to 10 before you restate the question 
--Various prompts:  “Did that make sense?”  “Should I read the question again?”  
--It helps to listen by writing or typing in people’s answers as they give them.  

 
Chapter 10  Grace 
 
Core Truth 

 Read the Core Truth and answer 
Q:  What is God’s reaction to our distrust and disobedience? 
A:  The Bible is the love story of God’s revelation of himself in pursuit of wayward humanity.  
Thjis pursuit reaches its climax in the cross with the gift of God’s son, Jesus Christ.    
 
1.   What are the key words or phrases of the core truth, and state their meaning in 
your own words. 
 
2. Restate the core truth in your own words 
 
 
3.   What questions or issues does the core truth raise for you? 
 

 
DEPENDING ON YOUR TIME, YOU CAN DO BOTH THE MEMORY VERSE AND THE 
READING STUDY GUIDE, BUT WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU CHOOSE ONE, THEN 
SPEND TIME IN PRAYER.   IT’S IMPORTANT TO SHARE, BUT NOT TO FEEL YOU HAVE 
TO COVER EVERYTHING, SINCE THEY WILL ALREADY HAVE COVERED ALL THE 
SECTIONS IN THEIR PERSONAL PREPARATION.  
 

 
Memory Verse   Have those who would be willing, recite the memory verse 
Romans 5:8    
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.    
 

1.    In Romans 5:6-11, what amazes Paul about God’s action at the cross?   



Read Romans 5:6-11   6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly.7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how 
much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
 
5.   Romans 5:8  teaches us that God took into account everything there was to 
know about us and still decided to lay down his life for us.  How is this liberating? 
 
6.   How has this verse spoken to you this week? 
 
 

Reading Study Guide 
The reading concerns the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-24).  Have one person 
read this story 

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe 
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to 
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; 
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 
began to celebrate. 

 
 
 

From the Reading, answer this question: 
“Critics of the Christian faith...have questioned the necessity of the incarnation and the cross for 
forgiveness.  They say that if God is God, he simply forgives.  Why is it necessary for God to 
become human and die on the cross?  They point to this parable as evidence.  There is no 
incarnation or cross here, and yet Christians say that the story is the gospel.  Where are the 
incarnation and cross in this story?”   

 
7.  (Look at #7 in the Reading Study Guide Section) 
How does God’s story of loving pursuit become our story?  Talk with your 
partners(s) or group about your experience of God’s love in these areas: 
--What was the nature of your life before Christ? 



--How did you come to Christ? 
--How is life is different for you in Christ? 
 

 
Prayer 
First Prayer:  Have a few people pray and give thanks for God’s grace in our lives 
 
After you say Amen to the First Prayer, share your prayer requests with each other.  Have each 
person pray for another person.  If you are in a room just pray for the person on your right.  If you 
are on Zoom, ask each person to pray for another.   
 
 
Final thought 
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 
Encourage everyone! 


