
Chapter 19: Witness 
 

● If online, have a one hour meeting 
● Do not feel as if you have to cover everything.   
● Each person’s personal work will cover the entire lesson 

--you are hitting the highlights and building upon what’s already been done.   
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 
● Numbered questions (1., 2., 5. etc)  refer to the numbers in the Discipleship Essentials 

book. 
● Key:  Remember that the most important role of the leader is to listen to others answer, 

rather than being the “answer person.”    
--Become comfortable with silences, because it takes people a moment to think and 
answer. 
--Count to 10 before you restate the question 
--Various prompts:  “Did that make sense?”  “Should I read the question again?”  
--It helps to listen by writing or typing in people’s answers as they give them.  

 
 
Core Truth 

 Read the Core Truth and answer 
Q:  How does the world come to know the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 
A:  Jesus Christ has entrusted to his followers the message of the gospel, which contains the 
power of God unto salvation.  The authority to share the good news comes through the Holy 
Spirit, who makes us witnesses.  A witness is one who declares on the basis of personal 
experience what he or she knows to be true about Christ.  
 
1.   What are the key words or phrases of the core truth, and state their meaning in 
your own words. 
 
2. Restate the core truth in your own words 
 
 
3.   What questions or issues does the core truth raise for you? 
 

 
DEPENDING ON YOUR TIME, YOU CAN DO BOTH THE MEMORY VERSE AND THE 
READING GUIDE, BUT WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU CHOOSE ONLY ONE, THEN 
SPEND TIME IN PRAYER.   IT’S IMPORTANT TO SHARE, BUT NOT TO FEEL YOU HAVE 
TO COVER EVERYTHING, SINCE THEY WILL ALREADY HAVE COVERED ALL THE 
SECTIONS IN THEIR PERSONAL PREPARATION.  
 
 

 
Memory Verse   Have those who would be willing to, recite the memory verse 
Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,and to the ends of the earth. 
 



 
 

3.  What do you suppose is the nature of the power we receive when the Holy Spirit 
comes on us? 
 
5.   Put in your own words what it means to be a witness.   
 
7.   How has this verse spoken to you this week? 
 
 

 
 

Reading Study Guide 
 
1.   Are you anxious when it comes to being a witness for Christ?  If yes, describe 
the nature of that anxiety.  If no, why do you think that is not your experience? 
 
2.   Here are the 6 anxiety-reducing principles for witness: 
--Reduce Self-Consciousness and Increase  God-Consciousness 
--Our witness is only one of many influences 
--Listen by asking probing questions 
--Ask people to investigate Jesus 
--Share out of Joy 
--Their best selves await them 

 
Put in your own words each of the six anxiety-reducing principles. 

 
 

3.  Which of the anxiety-reducing principles spoke most pointedly to your needs 
and why? 
 
4.  Pray for a burden of love for people in your sphere of influence.  Who are the 
people the Lord would have you touch? 
 
 
 

 
Prayer 
First Prayer:  Have a few people pray and as for God to equip and empower you as a gospel witness.    
 
After you say Amen to the First Prayer, share your prayer requests with each other.  Have each 
person pray for another person.  If you are in a room just pray for the person on your right.  If you 
are on Zoom, ask each person to pray for another.   
 
 
Final thought 
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 

Encourage everyone! 


