
 

 

Chapter 21:  Ministry Gifts 
 

● If online, have a one hour meeting 
● Do not feel as if you have to cover everything.   
● Each person’s personal work will cover the entire lesson 

--you are hitting the highlights and building upon what’s already been done.   
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 
● Numbered questions (1., 2., 5. etc)  refer to the numbers in the Discipleship Essentials book. 
● Key:  Remember that the most important role of the leader is to listen to others answer, rather 

than being the “answer person.”    
--Become comfortable with silences, because it takes people a moment to think and answer. 
--Count to 10 before you restate the question 
--Various prompts:  “Did that make sense?”  “Should I read the question again?”  

 
 
Chapter 21:  Ministry Gifts 
 
Core Truth 

 Read the Core Truth and answer 
Q:  How can we know what our part is in the body of Christ? 
A:  The Holy Spirit graciously gives ministry abilities, “spiritual gifts,” so that every Christian can make 
a valued contribution to the health of the whole body.  The church actually operates as the body of 
Christ when each person seeks to know and function in accord with their role assigned by God. 
 
1.   What are the key words or phrases of the core truth, and state their meaning in your 
own words. 
 
2. Restate the core truth in your own words 
 
 
3.   What questions or issues does the core truth raise for you? 
 

 
DEPENDING ON YOUR TIME, YOU CAN DO BOTH THE MEMORY VERSE, THE INDUCTIVE 
BIBLE  STUDY GUIDE, BUT WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU CHOOSE ONLY ONE, THEN SPEND 
TIME IN PRAYER.   IT’S IMPORTANT TO SHARE, BUT NOT TO FEEL YOU HAVE TO COVER 
EVERYTHING, SINCE THEY WILL ALREADY HAVE COVERED ALL THE SECTIONS IN THEIR 
PERSONAL PREPARATION.  
 
 

 
Memory Verse   Have those who would be willing to, recite the memory verse 
I Corinthians 12:7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 



 

 

Read this:  First Corinthians 12 is the classic New Testament passage on the subject of spiritual gifts and the 
church as the body of Christ.   Paul begins this chapter by introducing his topic in the same patter that he has 
throughout the book:  “Now about spiritual gifts” (v. 1) 
 
 

3.  What is the extent of the distribution of spiritual gifts in the body? 
 
5.    What is the purpose of the spiritual gifts? 
 
6.  How has this verse spoken to you this week? 
 
 
 
 

Inductive Bible Study Guide 
(Note:  the word “Inductive” means to make specific observations toward general conclusions.) 
Read this:  Four New Testament passages discuss spiritual gifts for ministry.  Some teachers look to the seven 
gifts identified in Romans 12:6-8 as the “motivational: gifts.  One of these seven motivations is seen as 
dominant for every believer.  The gifts listed in I Corinthians 12 are then “manifestations” of these 
motivations, while the four gifts associated with equipping are “offices.”  I [the author Greg Ogden] view the 
gifts that Paul listas as illustrative of the variety of ways that the Holy Spirit works through us.  The four 
categories for the gift are for descriptive purposes only, as a way to see the variety. 
 

1.   Read I Corinthians 12:1-11, 27-31; Romans 12:3-8; Ephesians 4:11-12; I Peter 4:10-11 
(either out loud or silently) 

 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 
know that when you were pagans,somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute 
idols.3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be 
cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it 
is the same God at work. 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given 
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another 
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.28 And God has placed in the 
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of 
helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles?30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
 
Romans 12:3-8 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 



 

 

distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function,5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. 
If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your  faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if 
it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,the pastors and teachers, 12 to 
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
1 Peter 4:10-11 
10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of 
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may 
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
1.  (continued)   Write down your own definitions of these terms 
Gifts (I Corinthians 12:4) 
 
Service  (I Corinthians 12:5) 
 
Working  (I Corinthians 12:6) 
 
Function  (Romans 12:4( 
 

 
 
3.   Identify the gifts that are listed in the passages and place them in one of the 
categories. Under each gift write your own choice for a synonym 
 
 

Support 
(Ephesians 4:11) 

Speaking 
(use the tongue) 

Sign Service 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   



 

 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 
 
6.  What questions do these passages raise for you? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer 
First Prayer:  Have a few people pray and as for God to move in your spirit toward His concern for justice.   
 
After you say Amen to the First Prayer, share your prayer requests with each other.  Have each person pray 
for another person.  If you are in a room just pray for the person on your right.  If you are on Zoom, ask each 
person to pray for another.   
 
 
Final thought 
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 
● Encourage everyone! 

 
 


