
Chapter 18:  Justice 
 

● If online, have a one hour meeting 
● Do not feel as if you have to cover everything.   
● Each person’s personal work will cover the entire lesson 

--you are hitting the highlights and building upon what’s already been done.   
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 
● Numbered questions (1., 2., 5. etc)  refer to the numbers in the Discipleship Essentials 

book. 
● Key:  Remember that the most important role of the leader is to listen to others answer, 

rather than being the “answer person.”    
--Become comfortable with silences, because it takes people a moment to think and 
answer. 
--Count to 10 before you restate the question 
--Various prompts:  “Did that make sense?”  “Should I read the question again?”  
--It helps to listen by writing or typing in people’s answers as they give them.  

 
 
Chapter 18 Justice 
 
Core Truth 

 Read the Core Truth and answer 
Q:  How is sacrificial love expressed among those  broken by the world? 
A:  When love intersects broken lives, Christ’s disciples are called to stand for justice.  Biblical 
justice means lifting the bonds of oppression, identifying with the cause of the poor and meeting 
the needs of the downtrodden.   
 
1.   What are the key words or phrases of the core truth, and state their meaning in 
your own words. 
 
2. Restate the core truth in your own words 
 
 
3.   What questions or issues does the core truth raise for you? 
 

 
DEPENDING ON YOUR TIME, YOU CAN DO BOTH THE MEMORY VERSE, THE 
INDUCTIVE BIBLE  STUDY GUIDE, BUT WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU CHOOSE ONLY 
ONE, THEN SPEND TIME IN PRAYER.   IT’S IMPORTANT TO SHARE, BUT NOT TO FEEL 
YOU HAVE TO COVER EVERYTHING, SINCE THEY WILL ALREADY HAVE COVERED 
ALL THE SECTIONS IN THEIR PERSONAL PREPARATION.  
 
 

 
Memory Verse   Have those who would be willing to, recite the memory verse 
Isaiah 58:6-7   
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 



to loose the chains of injustice 
    and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
    and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
when you see the naked, to clothe them, 
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
 
 
 

3.  What is the evidence of a true fast?   
 
4.   What common threads do you observe in the acts of a true fast?  (What are we 
required to do?) 
 
5.   What do these verses tell us about the heart of God? 
 
 
 
 

Inductive Bible Study Guide 
(Note:  the word “Inductive” means to make specific observations toward general conclusions.) 
Read this:  There is a healthy tension in Scripture between deeds done for salvation and deeds done as 
evidence of salvation.  It is clear that we cannot earn a righteous standing before a holy and perfect 
God, yet it is also clear that if we do not show evidence of a changed heart through our deeds of 
compassion, the reality of our salvation can be questioned.  IN the following passage Jesus is not 
saying that we must earn our salvation but rather that we will be judged on the basis of the evidence 
for it. 
 

1.    Read Matthew 25:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  34 “Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’  37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly 
I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who 
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.42 For I was 
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did 
not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 44 “They also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’  45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell 



you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’  46 
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 

 
 
3.  Think and pray over the people with whom Jesus identifies:  the hungry, the 
thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, the prisoners.  Where do you see each in  
our community? 
 
6.   Does the message of this passage disturb you?  Explain. 
 
7.   What questions do you have about this passage? 

 
 
Prayer 
First Prayer:  Have a few people pray and as for God to move in your spirit toward His concern for 
justice.   
 
After you say Amen to the First Prayer, share your prayer requests with each other.  Have each 
person pray for another person.  If you are in a room just pray for the person on your right.  If you 
are on Zoom, ask each person to pray for another.   
 
 
Final thought 
● Remind them that preparation before the small group is key 

Encourage everyone! 


