
April/May 2020 Participant Guide   Stories that Stick 

 

 

Stories that Stick 

 

What are your most powerful memories?  

 

People tend to remember important or momentous events, thinking about them again and again over 

the course of their lives.  Why is that?  Because stories stick.  

 

In this message series, Stories that Stick, we will be looking at the life of Jesus, the stories told 

about him, and the stories that he told.  

 

Here are the 2 purposes for this message series: 

1. To grow closer to Jesus by re-learning the familiar stories of Him.  

2. To become other-centered by re-learning the familiar stories of Jesus. 

 

The next 7 Sundays follow the course of the gospel of Luke and will cover these familiar stories 

1. 4/19 Luke 2:41-49 The boy Jesus in the temple  

2. 4/26 Luke 5:27-32 Jesus calls Levi and eats with sinners  “ 

3. 5/3 Luke 8:1-15 Parable of the Sower 

4. 5/10 Luke 10:25-37 The  Good Samaritan 

5. 5/17 Luke 15:11-31 The Prodigal Son 

6. 5/24 Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus  

7. 5/31 Luke 21:1-4 The Widow’s Offering  

 

There will also be 5 devotionals a week.   You can follow along in the YouVersion of the Bible or 

print this guide.   Each day there will be a phrase to remember, highlighted in yellow.  They often 

summarize the key learning of that passage.  As you go through these devotionals let the stories of 

Jesus grow in your mind and heart.   Take time to read slowly through the Gospel of Luke.  Let these 

stories transform you.  Let your personal story be  influenced more and more by these stories of Jesus, 

the Stories that Stick.  

 

Kate Hankey’s hymn, “Tell Me the Old, Old Story,” says this: 

 

Tell me the old, old story  

Of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and His glory,  

Of Jesus and His love. 

 

Join us in the journey as we tell the old, familiar stories and seek to draw close to Jesus. 

 

  

  



Week 1     Sunday, April 19   Stories that Stick:  Being about the Father’s Business 

Remember:  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 

 
Luke 2:41-52   The Boy Jesus at the Temple 

41 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.42 

When he was twelve 

years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 
After the festival was over, while his 

parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of 

it. 44 
Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him 

among their relatives and friends. 45 
When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 

for him. 46 
After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening 

to them and asking them questions.47 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and 

his answers.48 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why 

have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

49 
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 

50
But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

51 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all 

these things in her heart. 52 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

 

Sermon Notes: 

  

 

  

  



Monday, April 20, 2020 

 

Remember: 

● Man shall not live on bread alone. 

● Worship the Lord your God and serve him only. 

● Do not put the Lord your God to the test. 

 

Read Luke 4:1-13    Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 
where for 

forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he 

was hungry. 
3 

The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
4 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” [see Deuteronomy 8:3] 
5 

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 
6
And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I 

can give it to anyone I want to. 7 
If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 

8 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” [See Deut 6:13] 

9 
The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the 

Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here.10 
For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you carefully; 

11 
they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

12 
Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” [see Deut 6:12] 

13 
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

 

Devotional Thought 

Jesus goes to the wilderness, to be tempted by the devil.  He is led there by the Holy Spirit, meaning 

this was God’s plan.  The big question is, why did Jesus do this?  Following his baptism by John the 

Baptist, he shows himself to be the Messiah who fully identifies with humanity.  He allows himself to 

hunger, thirst, and to come under testing from the devil, to show his reliance on God.  His fasting, the 

initial act of identification, was amplified by these temptations.   He will live by every word that 

proceeds from God, not on bread alone.  He will serve only God.  He will not test the undeniable truth 

that God loves him.  In these days, as we are safe at home, we are in a kind of wilderness, a place we 

have never been before.  God is our source of strength and loves us. 

 

Prayer:   God, I depend on you  for everything.  Strengthen me in the midst of this time.  

  

 

  



Tuesday, April 21, 2020 

 Remember:   “...no prophet is accepted in his hometown…” 

Read Luke 4:14-29   Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

14 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole 

countryside. 15 
He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

16 
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 

to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

18 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” [Isaiah 61:1-2]

 

20 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fastened on him. 21 
He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 

your hearing.” 

22 
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 

Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you 

will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 

24 
“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 

I assure you that there 

were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and 

there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 
Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a 

widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 
And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time 

of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” [II Kings 5] 

28 
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 

They got up, drove him out of 

the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off 

the cliff. 30 
But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

  

Devotional Thought 

Jesus gives a reading and a rebuttal.  The reading is from the prophet Isaiah, and the rebuttal is to the 

seemingly simple question “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  The question is meant to diminish Jesus’ 

standing.  He is only a human; how can he say this reading from Isaiah, pointing to the Messiah, 

actually pointed to him?  His listeners could not see Him for who He was, and so they were like their 

ancestors who did not receive the prophetic word.  That word went to Naaman the Syrian, the 

outsider, the foreigner.  Their reason for not listening to Jesus meant that they could not hear a 

prophet speaking to them.  Are you listening for what Jesus has to say to you today? 

 

Prayer:   Open my ears that I might hear what you have to say to me today, Lord Jesus.  

  



Wednesday, April 22, 2020 

Remember:   “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”  

Luke 5:1-9    Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and 

listening to the word of God. 2 
He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who 

were washing their nets. 3 
He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to 

put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for 

a catch.” 

5 
Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you 

say so, I will let down the nets.” 

6 
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 

So 

they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both 

boats so full that they began to sink. 

8 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 

man!” 9 
For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 

and so 

were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”11 
So they pulled 

their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

  

Devotional Thought 

Have you ever tried to tell someone how to do their job?  John Dickson in his book on humility, called 

Humilitas, tells the story of Sir Edmund Hillary,  who climbed Mount Everest in 1953 with his friend 

and guide, Tenzin Norgay.  He frequently came back to the region, and at one point a group of tourist 

climbers spotted him and asked to have a picture with him, handing him an ice pick so he would look 

the part.  Just as they were posing together, another climber passed the group and gave Hillary advice 

on how to hold the pick.  “Excuse me,” he said, “that’s not how you hold an ice pick.  Let me show 

you.”  As a measure of his humility, Hillary thanked the man while everyone stood around in stunned 

silence.  Now, Jesus, to these fishermen, was like the passing climber. He was a carpenter. What did 

he know about fishing? Peter’s response to Jesus’ suggestion was not as gentle as Hillary’s was to the 

passing climber. He let Jesus have it.  “We’ve worked all night, but because you say so….”  Little did 

they know that Jesus, the Master, is actually the master of everything, but most importantly from 

Luke’s gospel, the master of the destiny of people.  He uses this interaction as a teaching moment.  He 

says to them by his action, You have caught all these fish, but if you follow me, you will now be 

fishing for people.  They “left everything and followed him.”  What are you holding onto, even now, 

that prevents you from following Jesus’ call? 

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I want to follow you so that I value what is most valuable to you. 

 

  



Thursday, April 23, 2020 

  

Remember:  “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”  

 
Read Luke 5:12-16    Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy 

12 
While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. When he saw 

Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me 

clean.” 

13 
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” And 

immediately the leprosy left him. 

14 
Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 

sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 

15 
Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be 

healed of their sicknesses. 16 
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 

  

 

Devotional Thought 

Have you ever wondered if you are important to God?  For some, this may seem like a strange 

question.  “Of course God loves me!” you say.  “Jesus loves me, this I know.”  For others, this is the 

question.  A leper in Jesus’ day (and not too far removed from our day, either) was untouchable.  The 

command for them was to cover themselves and yell “Unclean! Unclean!” (Leviticus 13:45)  as they 

approached others.  Not only would they not experience touch, they would not experience any 

intimacy.  They made our social distancing seem like a walk in the park.  So, when the leper in this 

story said “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me be clean,” he is asking not only the question of 

healing, but also the question of love.  When Jesus “reached out his hand and touched the man,” and 

said “I am willing,” he spoke to the leper’s deepest needs.  Jesus is speaking to us today about our 

deepest needs.  And he is willing.  He reaches out his hand to touch and heal us.  

 

Prayer:  Lord, heal me today of what ails me.  I know you are willing.  

  



Friday, April 24, 2020 

Remember:  “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 

Luke 5:17-26  Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man 
17 

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had 

come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was 

with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 
Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take 

him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 
When they could not find a way to do this because of the 

crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the 

crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

20 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 

21 
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who 

speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

22 
Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 

23 
Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 

But I want you to 

know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I 

tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 
Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what 

he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 
Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. 

They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Sometimes our deepest need is hidden by lesser needs, by what is on the surface.  This would be like 

bandaging a cut when what is needed is surgery.  Jesus always sees the deepest needs we have.  In this 

story, men carry a paralytic up onto a roof and then down through the ceiling, so that his wounds 

might be healed.  Instead of healing his paralysis, Jesus addresses the deepest need of the forgiveness 

of sins.  When he forgives the sins, those around him question his ability to do this, and so Jesus uses 

their faulty logic against them.  What’s easier, he asks, to heal his paralysis, or to forgive sins?  They 

think, well it’s easier to say someone’s sins are forgiven, and a lot harder to heal the paralysis.  So, 

Jesus says, I’ll heal the paralysis and then you will know I can address the deepest need.  When he 

does just that, all around him are amazed.  What is the deepest need that you have today?  Ask Jesus 

to heal and/or forgive you. 

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I need your healing power.  Heal me, and forgive me.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Week 2   Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Remember:  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 
I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Luke 5:27-31  Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners 
27 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. 

“Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 
and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 

29 
Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 

were eating with them. 30 
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 

complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 

31 
Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 

I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

  

 Sermon Notes: 

  



Monday, April 27, 2020 

Remember:  “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Luke 6:17-23  Blessings 

17 
He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a 

great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre 

and Sidon, 18 
who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure 

spirits were cured, 19 
and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and 

healing them all. 

20 
Looking at his disciples, he said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

22 
Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you 

    and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 

23 
“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven.  

For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 

 

Devotional Thought 

If you compare this passage with Matthew 5 you would find a couple of differences.  This appears to 

be on a level place, and Matthew 5 is on a mountain.  There are eight Blessings (also called 

Beatitudes) in Matthew, and four here in Luke.  When the gospels report him teaching and preaching 

about the Kingdom of God, it is clear that he gave a version of this sermon (called the Sermon on the 

Mount in Matthew) more than once.  Preachers bring out different things from one sermon to the 

next.  One thing that Jesus brings out, that Luke wants to report, is his ongoing concern for the poor, 

those in physical need. Matthew 5:3 says Blessed are the poor in spirit, and Luke says Blessed are the 

poor.  Which is it, the poor in spirit or the fiscally poor?  The answer is yes, it’s both, though Luke 

wants an emphasis on those in need.  So we see those in the midst of human suffering, those who are 

hungry, those who are weeping, and those who are persecuted, as blessed people, because in those 

times, they find their needs met by the God of the Kingdom.  Those who are poor will find a blessing 

from God, because God has special concern for those who are in need.  

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, there are people in need today.  Please help them, and please help 

me!  



Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Remember:  

● Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you… 

● Do to others as you would have them do to you.  

Luke 6:27-36  Love for Enemies 

27 
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 

bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 
If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them 

the other also.If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 
Give to everyone 

who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 
Do to others as you 

would have them do to you. 
32 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 

And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 

34
And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 
But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to 

them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children 

of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 
Be merciful, just as your Father 

is merciful. 

  

Devotional Thought 

These two sayings of Jesus are perhaps two of his most famous: 

 

● Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.  

● Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 

We discover in our lives, that when we embrace hatred it corrodes our relationship with others, and 

ultimately our relationship with God.  As we do to others what we would want done to us, that is love 

and forgive them, we find ourselves living as children of God, children of the Most High.  We reflect 

the nature of God who is merciful.  Hate is a black and white thing.  Mercy is found in the gray areas 

(as Justin Saxton, our youth pastor likes to say),  the places that most of us travel.  Embrace Mercy 

and love today!  

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, what an incredibly challenging word this is today.  Fill me with your 

Spirit, that I might live according to our kingdom family values.   



Wednesday, April 29, 2020 

Remember:  Do not judge, and you will not be judged. 

Read Luke 6:37-42  Judging Others 

37 
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you.” 

39 
He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 

The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 

41 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 

your own eye? 42 
How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 

when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 

eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 

  

Devotional Thought 

Hypocrisy comes in several forms.  There’s the hypocrite who knows that what they say doesn’t accord 

with what they do.  There’s the hypocrite who refuses to say what’s right because they don’t want to do 

what’s right.  Finally, there’s the hypocrite who points out the faults of others while being blind to 

their own.  It’s this last hypocrisy that Jesus points out here, and by extension is critiquing all forms of 

hypocrisy.  That’s why teaching others not to judge can be tricky, since hypocrisy is an easy spiritual 

malady to fall into without realizing it.  Jesus wants us to live lives of integrity, and this begins with a 

non-judgmental attitude toward others.  Test this out today.  

Prayer:  Jesus, I want to be a person of integrity.  Teach me this by teaching me not to be 

judgmental toward others.  

  



Thursday April 30, 2020 

Remember:  “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 

Luke 7:1-10   The Faith of the Centurion 

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 

There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 
The 

centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his 

servant. 4 
When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you 

do this,5 
because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 

So Jesus went with them. 

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble 

yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.7 
That is why I did not even consider 

myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 
For I myself am a 

man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ 

and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

9 
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I 

tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 
Then the men who had been sent returned 

to the house and found the servant well. 

  

Devotional Thought 

We like guarantees and sure things.   In verse 6 notice that Jesus “was not far from the house,” that is 

from the Centurion’s house where there was an ill servant.  What would it have cost the Centurion to 

have Jesus go a few more steps to the house?  Probably not much, but to the Centurion it would have 

meant giving up on a fundamental value of his life, one that he had not named yet:  faith.  He had faith 

in the structure of authority.  If you are in authority you tell those under you to do something, and 

they do it.  If Jesus had authority to heal, then he would have authority to do it from any distance. 

This faith, which Jesus proclaimed as greater than any faith, “even in Israel,” found its source in an 

unlikely person, one outside of the chosen people of God, outside of Israel.  Jesus sees this faith, and 

honors it.  Jesus sees our faith when we trust him in all circumstances.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I trust you today to take care of all my needs.  

  



Friday, May 1, 2020 

 

Remember:  But whoever has been forgiven little loves little. 

 
Luke 7:36-50  Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman 
36 

When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house 

and reclined at the table. 37 
A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating 

at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 
As she stood behind him 

at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed 

them and poured perfume on them. 

39 
When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 

would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

40 
Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

41 
“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the 

other fifty. 42 
Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now 

which of them will love him more?” 

43 
Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

44 
Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your 

house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 

with her hair. 45 
You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 

kissing my feet. 46 
You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has 

been forgiven little loves little.” 

48 
Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

49 
The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 

50 
Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 

Devotional Thought 

How uncomfortable it must have been for the Pharisee  to have a disreputable woman barge into his 

house and anoint Jesus’ feet with perfume.  Unbecoming! Strange!  Outlandish!  The Pharisee mutters 

under his breath at this, and  Jesus answers with a story about the nature of debt, the gist of it being, 

if  you forgive someone a large debt, they will be  more grateful than someone forgiven a small debt. 

Then Jesus asks the Pharisee who will be more grateful.  “I suppose the one with a greater debt.” 

Exactly, says Jesus, just like this woman is more grateful than you!  Whoever has been forgiven little 

loves little.  Another meaning is that all have sinned greatly, but the Pharisee does not see his 

callousness, his disregard for others, his self-righteousness.  In fact, he holds these to be virtues.  If 

only he could see his own need for forgiveness he might receive forgiveness from Jesus.  Instead, he 

stands off to the side, unforgiven.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, thank you for the forgiveness you have given me, through you shed 

blood on the cross.  

  



Week 3  Sunday, May 3, 2020 

Remember:  The seed is the word of God. 

Luke 8:4-15  The Parable of the Sower 

4 
While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told 

this parable: 5 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 

path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 
Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, 

the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with 

it and choked the plants. 8 
Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred 

times more than was sown.” 

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

9 
His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 

He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the 

kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 

“‘though seeing, they may not see; 

    though hearing, they may not understand.”
 

11 
“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 

Those along the path are the ones 

who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 

believe and be saved. 13 
Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when 

they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.14 

The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are 

choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 
But the seed on good soil 

stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 

produce a crop.” 

  

Sermon Notes: 

  

  



Monday, May 4, 2020 

Remember:   “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”  

Luke 8:19-21  Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 

19 
Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of 

the crowd. 20 
Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 

21 
He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” 

 

Devotional Thought 

It was a long day of ministry.  People were teeming all around Jesus, and thinking to help him, a 

bystander told Jesus that his family was outside, and they were waiting to see him.  Then Jesus turned 

and said these words “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into 

practice.”  If you want to be related to Jesus, then listen to God’s word and do it.  That seems easy 

enough.  But in that moment, those crowding around him realized that their relationship with Jesus 

wasn’t based on earthly connections of family, they were based on obedience to God.  How is God 

calling you to obey today?  

 

Prayer:  Help me today, Lord Jesus, to live in obedience to your call.   

 

  

  



Tuesday, May 5, 2020 

Remember:   “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 

 
Read Luke 8:22-25  Jesus Calms the Storm 

22 
One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a 

boat and set out. 23 
As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was 

being swamped, and they were in great danger. 

24 
The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” 

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm.  

25 
“Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. 

In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the 

water, and they obey him.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Fear and amazement often go hand in hand.  Storms often elicit this reaction.  The disciples were in a 

vulnerable position during this storm, in a boat in the middle of the lake.  When fear rises up, it can 

grab us by the throat.  In moments of fear Jesus called his disciples to have faith, faith in Him who is 

Lord of all.  They weren’t going to drown.  They had Jesus in the boat.  

 

Prayer:  Jesus, here I am in the boat with You.  Please still the wind and waves around 

me.  

 

  

  



Wednesday, May 6, 2020 

Remember:   “Daughter, your faith has healed you.” 

 

Luke 8:40-56 Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman 

40 
Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41 

Then a man 

named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house 

42 
because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43 
And a woman was there who had been 

subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 44 
She came up behind him and 

touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

45 
“Who touched me?” Jesus asked. 

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.” 

46 
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.” 

47 
Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the 

presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 

48 
Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” 

49 
While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. 

“Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher anymore.” 

50 
Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 

51 
When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and 

James, and the child’s father and mother. 52 
Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for 

her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” 

53 
They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54 

But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, 

get up!” 55 
Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something 

to eat. 56 
Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. 

 

Devotional Thought 

Decisive moments come in an instant, yet the decisive moment is often years in the making.  For 

twelve years Jairus, the synagogue leader had loved and cared for his daughter; for twelve years the 

woman seeking healing had suffered pain and shame.  The woman, because of her faith, is healed in 

an instant, but healing her meant that Jesus was delayed in coming to the young girl.  By the time he 

arrived, the young daughter had died.  But Jesus is Lord of the decisive moment, and the delay to heal 

is no delay at all, only part of his timing.  We often say that God’s timing is perfect.  The moments 

after Jairus heard his daughter was dead were filled with great grief.  In those moments, Jesus 

comforts him. “Don’t be afraid,” he says, and then raises her from the dead.  Many of us, without 

realizing it, are heading for a decisive moment with Jesus.  Learn now to embrace him in faith, so that 

when the moment comes, you will be ready.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I hold my hands open, right now, for the moment when you will act.   

 

 

  



Thursday, May 7, 2020 

Remember:  “You give them something to eat.” 

Luke 9:10-17  Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

10 
When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with 

him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11 
but the crowds learned about it 

and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those 

who needed healing. 

12 
Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they can go to the 

surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place 

here.” 

13 
He replied, “You give them something to eat.” 

They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this 

crowd.” 14 
(About five thousand men were there.) 

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.”15 
The disciples did so, 

and everyone sat down. 16 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 

thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 
They all ate 

and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 

  

Devotional Thought 

Jesus’ days were filled with constant ministry as crowds surged around him seeking compassion.  His 

response was not only to meet the needs, but to help his followers to meet their needs.  These 

disciples want the crowds to engage in some DIY (Do It Yourself) activity.  “Send the crowd away so 

they can go...find food and lodging.”  Jesus retorts, “You give them something to eat.”  They collect a 

meager amount for the 5000 men that were there (not counting women and children):  five loaves of 

bread and two fish.  Jesus divides the meal, blesses it, and causes it to multiply so that twelve 

basketfuls are left over.  When we realize that Jesus is there with us, we can offer what we have, 

knowing that Jesus will divinely multiply what we have to offer.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, here is what I have to offer.  Multiply what I have for your divine 

use.  

 

  

  



Friday, May 8, 2020 

Remember:  “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  

Luke 9:28-36  The Transfiguration 

28 
About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 

mountain to pray. 29 
As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as 

bright as a flash of lightning. 30 
Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking 

with Jesus. 31 
They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 

32 
Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory 

and the two men standing with him. 33 
As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is 

good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

(He did not know what he was saying.) 

34 
While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered 

the cloud. 35 
A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 

36 
When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves 

and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen. 

  

Devotional Thought 

Peter:  I still can’t believe he took us up there with him. 

John:  I know, seems like he liked to do that a lot... 

James:  And that light!  I couldn’t see anything for a moment. 

Peter:  Do you think Moses and Elijah were blinded like we were? 

John:  Don’t think so.  I think they were there to witness, just like us 

James:  And what was with you offering to build three shelters? 

Peter:  I don’t know...I didn’t know what else to say... 

John:  Well, we’ve all done things like that. 

James:  Besides, hearing God’s voice puts all our choices in perspective. 

Peter:  (says wistfully)  “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him…” 

John:  The silence really got to me, the way everything changed back… 

James:  I’m still trying to grasp it... 

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, you appear to us even when we don’t ask for it.  You are the Lord of 

revealing glory! 

  

 

  

  



Week 4  Sunday, May 10, 2020 

Remember:  “Go and do likewise.”   

Luke 10:25-37  The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 

26 
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d]” 

28 
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 
A priest 

happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 

32 
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.33 

But a 

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 
He 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 
The next day he took out two denarii[e] and 

gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 

extra expense you may have.’ 

36 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37 
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

  

 Sermon Notes:  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25391d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25399e


Monday, May 11, 2020 

Remember:  “Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

Luke 10:38-42  At the Home of Martha and Mary 

38 
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha 

opened her home to him. 39 
She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he 

said. 40 
But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and 

asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

41 
“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 

but few 

things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away 

from her.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Distraction is a moment-killer.  It takes us away from importance, and plops us down in the land of 

the trivial.  Important words are spoken and we are on our phone, texting our co-workers.  As we’ve 

slowed down to a crawl, here in the time of the Coronavirus, what has Jesus been saying to you?  Are 

you sitting at his feet, like Mary, choosing “what is better”?  Or are you like Martha, distracted even 

now by details that are beside the point?  Choose the better option today.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, today I choose you.  

 

  

  



Tuesday, May 12, 2020 

Remember:  “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 

toward God.” 

 
Luke 12:13-21  The Parable of the Rich Fool 
13 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
14 

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”15 
Then he said to them, 

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 

possessions.” 

16 
And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 

He 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

18 
“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 

store my surplus grain. 19 
And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take 

life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will 

get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 
“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Definition of a Fool:  One who invests everything in selfish concerns, but nothing in  God’s concerns. 

This person puts the self first, because their primary concern is self-seeking.  

 

Definition of a Sage:  One who invests everything in God’s concerns, but not in their selfish concerns.  

This person puts God’s kingdom first,  while at the same time taking on God-given responsibilities.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I want to be rich toward you.  I seek your kingdom first.  

 

  

  



Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

 Remember:  You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not 

expect him. 

 

Luke 12:35-40  Watchfulness 

35 
“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 

like servants waiting for their master 

to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the 

door for him. 37 
It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. 

Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and 

wait on them. 38 
It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in 

the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 
But understand this: If the owner of the house had 

known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 
You also 

must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

After telling this story, Peter asks Jesus, “are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”  Jesus 

answers by amplifying the story, saying that the servant  will be put in charge of all possessions.  But if 

the servant  does not take his duties seriously, and instead squanders his opportunity, and mistreats 

others, then the master will “come on a day when he does not expect him,” and judge him accordingly. 

Jesus summarizes and says that the servant who does not prepare will be judged, even those who do 

not know the full truth, for “from everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 

from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  The answer to Peter’s 

question, “are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?” is Yes.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, every day is a day to live in watchfulness and to live fully for You. 

Empower me, so to do.  

 

 

  

  



Thursday, May 14, 2020 

Remember:  “the kingdom of God... is like a mustard seed…” 

Luke 13:18-21  The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast 

Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19 
It is like a mustard 

seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds perched in 

its branches.” 

20 
Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21 

It is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Luke 12:1 reports this: “In the meantime, when so many thousands of the multitude had gathered 

together that they trod upon one another, he began to say to his disciples first, ‘Beware of the leaven 

of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’” In this parable which follows that report, he teaches about a 

new kingdom, not one based on hypocrisy, but one that will call people to serve a God they can trust, a 

God worthy of their calling.  Chapters 12-13 are filled with words of challenge, judgment and 

assurances.  These two short parables, the mustard seed and the yeast, assure us that the kingdom of 

God starts small, and grows from there.  What is the small thing that God is starting in these days that 

He will work out in His good timing? 

 

Prayer:  Our God, God of the mustard seed, we trust you, that You are at work, always 

building your kingdom.  

 

 

 

 

  

  



Friday, May 15, 2020 

 
Remember:  “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 

 
Luke 14:7-13   Jesus at a Pharisee’s House 
7 

When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 
8
“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more 

distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 
If so, the host who invited both of you will come and 

say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important 

place. 10 
But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to 

you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other 

guests. 11 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” 

 

  

Devotional Thought 

Pharisees were lay religious leaders in Israel, and they were interested in Jesus.  One Sabbath day a 

Pharisee invited Jesus into his house, and there Jesus began quizzing them, and teaching them about 

God. Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? he asks.  Silence.  So, he then healed a man suffering from 

abnormal swelling of his body, and taught them that the God of the Sabbath always desires 

compassion.  Jesus noticed that people sought their own honor, and told them instead to reflect 

God’s character by taking the lowest seat:  For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will be exalted. God desires humility from his followers.  Then 

he asked the Pharisee about his invitation practices, saying he should  invite the poor, the crippled, 

the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at 

the resurrection of the righteous.  God wants us to exhibit mercy for those in need.  

When we invite Jesus to dinner, we are inviting the God of the Kingdom in our midst, the God who 

wants us to live as fully-realized participants in the Kingdom.  

 

Prayer:  Today, God of the Kingdom, as I sit down to eat, fill me with your Spirit, so that 

I might live as a willing participant in the Kingdom.  

 

  

  



Week 5 Sunday, May 17, 2020 

  

Remember:  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found 

Luke 15:11-31 The Parable of the Prodigal Son 

11 
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 

The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 

squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 
After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in 

that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 
So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 

country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 
He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the 

pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, 

and here I am starving to death! 18 
I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you.19 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me 

like one of your hired servants.’ 20 
So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 

ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son.’ 

22 
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. 23 
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26 
So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 

‘Your brother has 

come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 

sound.’ 

28 
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 

29 
But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed 

your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 
But 

when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 

fattened calf for him!’ 

31 
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 

But we had to 

celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’” 

  

Sermon Notes:   



Monday. May 18, 2020 

 

Remember:  No one can serve two masters….You cannot serve both God and money. 
 

Luke 16:1-13   The Parable of the Shrewd Manager 

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 

possessions. 2 
So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of 

your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 

3 
“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong 

enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 
I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people 

will welcome me into their houses.’ 

5 
“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 

6 
“‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’ 

7 
“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 

8 
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of 

this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 
I tell you, 

use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 

eternal dwellings. 

10 
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest 

with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 
So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 

worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 
And if you have not been trustworthy with 

someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 

13 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

What a strange story this is!  Jesus highlighted the criminal act of a steward to make a point.  The 

criminal act is to steal from his employer in order to ensure a place for him after he is fired.  Jesus 

summarized this:  “the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are 

the people of the light.  I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is 

gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”  Use your money for the sake of the kingdom, he is 

saying.  And to cement this, he says in verse 13 that “No one can serve two masters.”  That is, “You 

cannot serve both God and money.”  In the next  interchange, Pharisees, “who loved money,”  openly 

ridiculed what Jesus had  been saying, and Jesus revealed the Kingdom reality that God sees and 

knows all, and that what we think is of value, is of no value to God.  What do you value, that you 

should not value?  

 

Prayer:  Change my heart, O God, to value what is of most importance to You.  

 

  



Tuesday, May 19, 2020 

  

Remember:  If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead. 

 
Luke 16:19-31  The Rich Man and Lazarus 

19 
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 

At 

his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 
and longing to eat what fell from the 

rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22 
“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man 

also died and was buried. 23 
In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far 

away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 
So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send 

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 

25 
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 

Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 
And besides all 

this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here 

to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

27 
“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 

for I have five brothers. Let him 

warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

29 
“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

30 
“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

31 
“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead.’” 

  

Devotional Thought 

“Jesus told this parable” is not the introduction to this story. Walt Liefeld, in The Expositor’s Bible 

Commentary, says about this passage:  “...to interpret this story literally introduces a difficult 

anachronism, that the man is already being tormented by fire, though the event of Rev 20:14 (“Then 

Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire”)  has not 

yet taken place.  The story can be understood as a parable that realistically portrays the fate of those 

who have rejected the Lord….it is no mere story chosen for its usefulness as an illustration but a 

rather sober portrayal of yet unseen realities.”   The implication for Jesus is the call to listen to God’s 

word, from Moses and the Prophets on.   The testimony of God’s word is the sure standard of faith. 

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I trust the word of God for my life of faith.  

 

  

  



Wednesday, May 20, 2020 

Remember:  “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 
Has no one returned to give 

praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 
Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you 

well.”  

Luke 17:11-19  Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy 

11 
Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 

As he 

was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 
and called out 

in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 
When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were 

cleansed. 

15 
One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 

He threw 

himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 

17 
Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 

Has no one returned to give 

praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 
Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you 

well.” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Jesus heals out of compassion, but with the intent that God would be praised.  In this story ten lepers 

are healed, but only one returns to thank Jesus, and a Samaritan at that!  Again, Jesus wants us to see 

that faith is the response to God’s work, and that faith is unrestricted--all can express belief in God. 

Today, as you have experienced the healing power of God may you rise and go knowing that your 

faith has made you well.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I praise you for the forgiveness I have received from your work on 

the cross, and the healing that has flowed to me because of your love.   

 

  

  

  



Thursday May 21, 2020 

Remember:  “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 

night?”  

Luke 18:1-8   The Parable of the Persistent Widow 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 

2
He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 

3
And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against 

my adversary.’ 

4 
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what 

people think, 5 
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she 

won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 

6 
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 

And will not God bring about justice for 

his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 
I tell you, he will 

see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 

earth?” 

  

Devotional Thought 

Like the parable of the unjust steward (Luke 16:1-10), this parable uses a corrupt official to show the 

nature of God.  If even this callous judge will give this widow justice, won’t the God who loves us bring 

about justice for all?  The knowledge of the God of justice and love empowers us, and calls us to 

persistence in prayer.  

 

Prayer:  God, today I again bring these requests to you... 

 

  

 

  

  

  

  



Friday, May 22 2020 

  

Remember:  For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 

will be exalted.” 

 
Luke 18:9-14  The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9 
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus 

told this parable: 10 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. 11 
The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 
I fast twice a week and give a 

tenth of all I get.’ 

13 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 

and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Devotional Thought 

This phrase from this parable resounds throughout the New Testament: 

 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled,  

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Why is that?  What is it about humility that’s so important? Humility, the willingness to see the value 

of others above one’s self, is that quality of character that leads Jesus to empty himself, take the form 

of a servant and to die on the cross on our behalf (See Philippians 2:5-11).  In this parable, the tax 

collector knows his standing before God is as a sinner--nothing he brings to the table can win him a 

place at the table--he knows he can only depend on mercy.  The Pharisee can only compare himself to 

others, and he thinks he comes out on top.  But his accomplishments mean nothing.  We may think 

that our accomplishments will exalt us, but it is our willingness to be like Jesus, in His humility, that 

binds us to God and to one another.  

Prayer:  May you be exalted in my life today, Lord Jesus! 

 

  

  



Week 6 Sunday, May 24, 2020 

Remember:   “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

Luke 19:1-10  Zacchaeus the Tax Collector 

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 
He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short 

he could not see over the crowd.4 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since 

Jesus was coming that way. 

5 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I 

must stay at your house today.” 6 
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 
All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the 

amount.” 

9 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. 10 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

 Sermon Notes:  

  

  



Monday, May 25, 2020 

Remember:   I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away 

Luke 19:11-27  The Parable of the Ten Minas 

11 
While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem 

and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 
He said: “A man of 

noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 
So he called 

ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 

14 
“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be 

our king.’ 

15 
“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had 

given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 

16 
“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 

17 
“‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very 

small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 

18 
“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 

19 
“His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 

20 
“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of 

cloth. 21 
I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and 

reap what you did not sow.’ 

22 
“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, 

that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 
Why then 

didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 

24 
“Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten 

minas.’ 

25 
“‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 

26 
“He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 
But those enemies of mine who did not want me to 

be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’” 

  

Devotional Thought 

There are ten servants in this parable, each given 10 minas (a minas was about 3 months wages for a 

laborer, so 10 minas was 30 months wages).  Once again Jesus uses an un-admirable person in a 

parable, this time a king who was hated by his subjects. We see this in the words of the third servant 

who says “I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and 

reap what you did not sow.”  The king’s summary  is that those given responsibility will be given more 

responsibility for what they have been given, and those who did not bear responsibility will have the 

remains of what they have taken away.  Note that Jesus told this parable “because he was near 

Jerusalem.”  The people of God were given a great responsibility to bear and did not bear it well. 

Likewise the church of God is called to bear great responsibility.  

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, empower us through your Spirit to be Your people!  



Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

Remember:   “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have 

made it ‘a den of robbers.” 

Luke 19:45-48    Jesus restores the Temple 
45 

When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. 46 
“It is 

written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of 

robbers.’” 
47 

Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 

leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48 
Yet they could not find any way to do it, because 

all the people hung on his words. 

  

Devotional Thought 

The temple courts, the only place where Gentiles could worship, was overcome with commerce.  Jesus 

drives out those “who were selling,” to return the temple to its original purpose, to draw all nations to 

God, and to be a house of prayer.  We are called to be God’s people, drawing people to God as a 

praying church.  

Prayer:  Let the nations know of your glory, God of our salvation! 

 

  

  



Wednesday, May 27, 2020 

  

Remember:   The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’ 

Read Luke 20:9-19   The Parable of the Tenants 

9 
He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and 

went away for a long time. 10 
At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him 

some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 
He 

sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away 

empty-handed.12 
He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 

13 
“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps 

they will respect him.’ 

14 
“But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill 

him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 
So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 
He will come and kill those tenants and give 

the vineyard to others.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” 

17 
Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is written: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone’? 

18 
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 

19 
The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because 

they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 

  
Devotional Thought 

Jesus declares himself the Messiah, the one to whom all must give account.  He tells this parable to 

judge those who have rejected Him as the rightful heir.  The people around him realize he is talking 

about them, that they will lose the vineyard, the ancient symbol of Israel, and they say “God forbid!” 

Jesus then cites Psalm 118: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone.’” 

Jesus is the cornerstone and to Him we come and offer our all.  

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, our cornerstone, we trust You, and build all our hopes upon You.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



Thursday, May 28, 2020  

Remember:   Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. 

Luke 20:20-26   Paying Taxes to Caesar 

20 
Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be sincere. They hoped to catch 

Jesus in something he said, so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the 

governor. 21 
So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, 

and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22 
Is it right 

for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 

23 
He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24 

“Show me a denarius. Whose image and 

inscription are on it?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

25 
He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

26 
They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, 

they became silent. 

 

Devotional Thought 

IRS agents may find this a great story.  “Look,” they say, “even Jesus said to pay taxes.”  But Jesus is 

dealing with the insincerity and duplicity of those questioning him, who want to label him as a 

collaborator.  So, he throws it back at them, and says to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 

what is God’s. The first purpose is to fend off duplicity, but the greater meaning is that we are to give 

to the government what is their due (Romans 13:1-7) since it is instituted by God, and we are to do 

this within the greater setting of the Kingdom of God, to which all kingdoms will ultimately fall.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, help me today to see myself and our church in the greater context of 

the Kingdom of God.  

 

  

  

  

  



Friday, May 29, 2020 

 

Remember:   He is not the God of the dead, but of the living 

Luke 20:27-40  The Resurrection and Marriage 

27 
Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 

28
“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no 

children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 
Now there were 

seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 
The second 31

and then the third 

married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32 
Finally, the woman died too. 

33 
Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?” 

34 
Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 

But those who are 

considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither 

marry nor be given in marriage, 36 
and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are 

God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 
But in the account of the burning bush, 

even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 
He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 

39 
Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, teacher!” 40 

And no one dared to ask him any 

more questions. 

  

Devotional Thought 

Though no one would again challenge him with questions, it does not mean that Jesus will not be 

opposed, as we will see in the next few chapters of Luke.  Jesus rebuts the story that the Sadducees are 

telling by attacking an underlying supposition, that somehow God can be managed, that God is not a 

living God, but a God of our making.  No, God is the God of the living, not the dead.  May we live in 

this truth today, offering up everything to Him, since He is the living God who knows all.  

Prayer:  Lord God, to you I offer every part of myself today!  

 

  

  



Week 7 Sunday, May 31, 2020 

Remember:   All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all 

she had to live on. 

Luke 21:1-4  The Widow’s Offering 

21 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 
He also saw a poor 

widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in 

more than all the others. 4 
All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her 

poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

  



  



Stories that Stick:  Remember 

Luke 2:49 Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house? 

Luke 4:4 Man shall not live on bread alone. 

Luke 4:8 Worship the Lord your God and serve him only. 

Luke 4:12 Do not put the Lord your God to the test. 

Luke 4:24 ...no prophet is accepted in his hometown… 

Luke 5:10 Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.  

Luke 5:13 I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!  

Luke 5:20 Friend, your sins are forgiven. 

Luke 5:31-32 It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance.” 

Luke 6:20 Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Luke 6:27 Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you… 

Luke 6:31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.  
Luke 6:37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. 
Luke 7:9 “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 

Luke 7:47 But whoever has been forgiven little loves little. 

Luke 8:11 The seed is the word of God. 

Luke 8:21 My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice. 

Luke 8:25 Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him. 

Luke 8:48 Daughter, your faith has healed you 

Luke 9:13 You give them something to eat. 

Luke 9:35 This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.  

Luke 10:37 Go and do likewise.   

Luke 10:42 Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her. 

Luke 12:21 This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God. 

Luke 12:40  You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

Luke 13:18ff the kingdom of God... is like a mustard seed… 

Luke 14:11  For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

Luke 15:23ff Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found 

Luke 16:13 No one can serve two masters….You cannot serve both God and money. 
Luke 16:31 If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the 

dead. 

Luke 17:17ff Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 
Has no one returned to give praise to God except 

this foreigner?” 19 
Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”  

Luke 18:7 “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?”  

Luke 18:14 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

Luke 19:26 I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away 

Luke 19:46  “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of 

robbers.” 

Luke 20:17 The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone 

Luke 20:25 Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. 

Luke 20:38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living 

Luke 21:4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on. 

  

 


