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Still

For me this is an exciting time of year. It is very hot, but when I can find a rare cooler day,
I attempt to do some scouting for the upcoming deer season. I already have out corn to
feed the deer and cameras to record their patterns. All the work in the summer leads to
a fall of then mainly being still at least for me. I know some people slip quietly through

the woods while others in other states where it is legal ride horses and hunt behind dogs
for deer. I take a more common route of simply locating a place to hunt, build or put up
a stand and then I get still. In the early fall temps are sometimes in the 80’s so being still

is not quite so hard if the mosquitos stay away. In the winter things can be different.
I remember one hunt just after Christmas when the temperature dropped drastically

during the afternoon. This was before weather apps and even before the weather
channel. I had no idea that it was going to get cold when I left around 2 PM for my

evening hunt it was around 70 degrees. I was in pants with a thin long sleeve shirt and I
did carry a light jacket. As the afternoon progressed the temperature began to drop,

clouds rolled in and a light rain turned to sleet. I was in a covered stand, so it wasn’t too
bad at first, and I was seeing deer so my concentration wasn’t on the cold but the deer I
saw. About an hour before dark, I began to shiver and almost immediately my back and
thigh muscles began to spasm and cramp up. I knew if I didn’t get moving, I could be in
trouble because no one knew what stand I went to on our lease and we had dozens of

them. I stood and fought through the cramps and began to move slowly and then more
quickly as I made my way back to the vehicle where I cranked on the heat as I shivered

uncontrollably.
I was fine and I learned a lesson about being prepared as an older teen. The one thing I

realized that day and I have noticed on other hunts. When I get still is when I can get very
cold. If I am moving the temperatures don’t matter so much but when I get still the cold

that makes it hard to get moving again.
The reason I shared all of this as an analogy is that when we get still for too long in our

service for the Lord then we can become first cold and then as that coldness continues,
we can become numb and sedentary in our devotion. Yes, there are seasons in life

where we need to be still and hear from God, but we must also be about our Father’s call
in our lives.

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. – Romans 12:11
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord. – 1 Corinthians 15:58

Remember the adage of the hymn, “We’ll Work Til Jesus Comes” that we are to
work until he gathers us home. Also, the old saying, “It is better to wear out than rust out”

Serving Him, John

From the Pastor’s Pen

As we continue our study of John’s gospel, we move from the feeding
of the 5,000 to Jesus taking a late-night stroll across the Sea of

Galilee. Jesus had gone up onto the mountain to teach His disciples,
then the crowd came needing to be fed. Jesus and the twelve took
care of it. Because of the miracle Jesus had performed, the crowd

was prepared to do things that would completely disrupt the plans of
the Father, so Jesus took action. We need to first observe . . .

…How the world misunderstands Jesus (6:15). After He fed them, Jesus
knew “they were intending to come and take Him by force to make
Him king.” It was a nice idea but it was not in line with God’s plans;

they weren’t looking for a Savior but rather for a political deliverer who
would deliver them from Rome. That was not why Jesus had come!

The struggle for many is that Jesus will never conform to our ideas so
Jesus “withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone” after

sending His disciples ahead across the sea. The world
misunderstands Jesus and so do many believers – especially when

we find ourselves facing difficulties! Let’s consider . . .

…How believers see Jesus in the storms (6:16-21). It’s helpful to
consider the accounts given by Matthew and Mark alongside John’s
words. While Jesus prayed, the disciples struggled against a storm!
Let’s learn a few lessons from their experience. 1st, the disciples were
in the storm because Jesus sent them; sometimes He puts us in the

storms to teach us. 2nd, Mark 6:47-48 reveal that Jesus was watching
them struggle in the storm. His eye is always on us, even when we

struggle. 3rd, they kept rowing all night – until Jesus showed up. Don’t’
quit because you’re in a stormy situation. 4th, trust Jesus to show up
during the storm! Since God’s people struggle to understand how He

does what He does, it should help us come to grips with . . .

…How the world struggles to understand Jesus (6:22-25). People are
searching for Jesus, just like the crowd did the following morning.
Those who don’t know Him or walk with Him are puzzled at how He
works and appears. John tells us that “when they found Him on the

other side of the sea, they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did you get here”
(25). This crowd did not understand His movements, nor did they
understand what Jesus was about. They didn’t understand what

Jesus was doing. Many today hear about or see evidence His moving
but are still confused.

Perhaps you are one of the confused today. Maybe you’re going
through some storms in life and feel like you can’t make it. I want to
encourage you. Examine your storm. Are you there because Jesus
sent you into the storm or did you go on your own? I hope it’s not a
storm of your own making, but either way remember that Jesus is

watching over you; He sees you in the storm. Keep going, keep
pushing, don’t give up, don’t quit! Keep rowing, keep looking about.
Jesus has a way of showing up in the middle of our storms. Maybe

that’s why He led you here this morning. Perhaps, He’s ready to get in
the boat with you. Will you invite Him in? Invite Him into your life and

you will . . . Be Blessed!

Under His wing,
Pastor Tim
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