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Jesus, Pizza, and Dodgeball

Teenagers are maybe the most impressionable group of
people when it comes to things that they will remember or
follow for the rest of their life. Right now, teenagers are
starting to form who they will become when they are adults.
They are forming their work ethic, problem-solving skills,
spiritual direction, and so much more. The decisions and
influences they have today will form who they are for the
rest of their lives. Of course, there can always be exceptions
and they can learn a new skill or mindset later on in life, but
more times than not this is who they are becoming.

Some of those skills are already hard set and hard to move,
while others are just little glimpses that will grow later. But
too often we are satisfied with our lives, or at least don't
want to change what we are currently doing. When we
become complacent, our kids suffer. They suffer because
they are no longer growing and being taught by their
parents. So they turn to other things like social media, music,
podcasts, other teenagers, sports, or any number of things.
And now these new things have become the voice of
influence in their life.

And its not always that parents dont want to be an
influence or aren't trying to be an influence. Sometimes our
teenagers push back against us and we don't try as hard to
stand our ground. Sure, well stand our ground when it
comes to who they should or shouldn't date, what their
future plans are, or even how hard they are working in
school. But other things like their attitude, prayer life, church
involvement, or spiritual direction, we tend to shrink back
and think “it’s not worth the fight.”

These things that we are so easily giving up on, the world is
happily taking our place of influence. In fact, just a few years
ago in a Disney executive zoom meeting that was leaked, one
of the executives said regarding programming towards
children and teens, “In my little pocket of Proud Family
Disney TVA, the showrunners were super welcoming. [The
leadership] over there has been so welcoming to my not-at-
all-secret gay agenda. | was basically adding queerness. If
you see anything queer in the show.. no one would stop me,
and no one was trying to stop me.” This is just one example
and there are dozens if not hundreds more from most major
streaming and video services.

Whoever wants the next generation the most will get them.
We can’t sit idly by why the world swoops in to influence and
impact the life and thought process of our children. We must
stand in the gap as their parents, guardians, grandparents,
and whatever role of influence you have. It’s time we stand
firm on spiritual things and not just think it’s too hard. It’s
time we live out in front of our children what we say we
believe. It’s time to speak up against what the Bible says is
wrong in every circumstance. When you see something that
goes against the truth of God’s Word on your screen, hear it
on the radio, or even hear it in a conversation in passing, you
must speak up to your children and let them know right from
wrong. If you don’t, the world will.

Andrew

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN...

I've heard many people expressing their “Thanksgiving” for the
rain we've received in these past days! We desperately needed
it. We understand what it is to be without water. Oh, not in the
terrible sense of dying of thirst, but we've been going through
a time of drought for several years here in the Wichita area.
The heat and the lack of water kills our lawns, we watch crops
die in the fields and we moan in unison while many in our world
are confused by our first world problems. They are amazed
that you can go to multiple sinks in your home and turn a knob,
move a lever and get fresh, clean, drinkable water! Why, right
now, you can get up from your seat, walk out those back doors,
turn east — take a few steps and stand before a water fountain
that will give you a clean, refrigerated drink.

Life in Jerusalem was nothing like that when Jesus went to the
Festival of Booths as recorded in John 7. Each day, the priests
went to the pool of Siloam to draw water and bring it back into
the Temple. Jesus looked and saw people trying to find what
would satisfy. Some tried what the world offers — success,
comfort, position, and power. Others sought to find peace in
the religion offered at the Temple — into that setting Jesus
came — He was prepared to speak and make an amazing offer
that could settle.. ..

..Chaos and confusion in the crowd! Theyd been hearing the
claims of Jesus for months and were confused about who He
was. Some called Him messiah while others said He was just
some carpenter’s kid from up north. Common people wanted
to know more while the religious leaders wanted to silence Him.
It all created chaos as the different groups wanted different
things, but everyone wanted to know, “Who is He?” It’s always
chaotic ...

.\When the mission of Jesus is misunderstood. Jesus always
had a way of stirring things up! His words make sense when
you know His story and are looking back from our time but for
those hearing Him speak in the Temple — what He said was
confusing! He spoke in spiritual terms, but they tried to
understand by thinking in the physical realm. When He spoke of
going away, He was talking about His death and ascension;
they could only think in terms of Hims taking a trip and going to
another nation. He understood their confusion and so as He
stood in the Temple, He proclaimed ...

..A great invitation that crosses all lines! “If anyone is thirsty,
let him come to Me and drink” (7:37). Anyone includes every
race, class, or distinction — anyone is everyone who will come.
Anyone who thirsts will be someone who knows their need;
they are empty and need to be filled. Jesus told them, “From
his innermost being will flow rivers of living water” (7:38).
He was speaking about the promise yet to come — the arrival
of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is inviting you to experience more than just religion or
morality. He's offering you the Living Water. Are you thirsty?
Searching for something that satisfies? “If anyone is thirsty,
let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of
living water®” (7:37-38). Drink what Jesus offers, and you'll
never thirst again! Come to Jesus and you will . .. Be Blessed!

Under His wing,
Pastor Tim
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