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June 8, 2020 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 

It’s been 11 weeks since we were all able to worship together due to the Corona virus 

pandemic, and we’ve missed you each and every week that we couldn’t be together!  Our staff 

has been working for several weeks on a plan for the safe reopening of Fellowship Church, and 

we’re ready to welcome everyone back into our building so that we can worship together again.  

Our Leadership Team has set the date of June 21st for our reopening, which gives our staff 

and volunteers a little more time to wrap up preparations in the building and make the shift from 

pre-recorded services to livestreamed services (more on that below).  We’re doing everything 

we can to make sure your family has a safe worship experience on Sunday mornings, and 

here’s a summary of our summer worship plans: 

• We’ll be holding two services throughout the summer at 9:00 and 11:00.  In previous 

years, we’ve held one summer service at 10:00, but staying with two services throughout 

the summer will give us plenty of space for social distancing.  You’re welcome to wear a 

face mask if you choose, but face masks are not required. 

• We will have multiple venues in the building open for you to enjoy the service.  You can 

worship with us in the Worship Center, but please keep some separation between 

families so that everyone feels safe.  We will also have both Fellowship Hall and the 

Chapel Room open with televisions livestreaming the service.  Those two rooms will be 

set up with round tables for families, and there will be open space as well for children & 

adults to move around.  If Fellowship Hall and the Chapel Room are both filled, we have 

plans for additional spaces as well. 

• We won’t be offering Children’s Ministries or nurseries during the summer.  However, 

Nancy Hamlin will have children’s materials available each week for your family. 

• We will have several hand sanitizing stations available throughout the church for your 

use, and we have a team of people who will clean the church between services. 

• We will not be taking an offering during the service since there’s no safe way for us to 

pass baskets and keep everyone safe.  Instead, we’ll have boxes on tables throughout 

the building, and you can place your offering in one of the boxes before or after the 

service. 

• We won’t offer a formal Greeting time during the service. 

• We will be celebrating Communion on June 28, and we’ll have individually packaged 

bread and juice for you that morning. 

• Beginning June 7, we’ll be livestreaming our worship services rather than using a pre-

recorded service.  This means that we’ll be broadcasting our services online while we’re 

worshiping together in person, and the format of our services will look a little different to 

make allowances for the video.  The cameras will be focused on the platform, meaning 

that the congregation will not be shown in the videos. 
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As we all take measures to remain safe during this viral pandemic, we realize that each family 

has to make their own decision about when to return to worship.  Please know that if you’d 

prefer to continue worshiping at home, our videos will continue to be available for you on 

Sunday mornings and we’ll be here for you when you’re ready to return.  If you have any special 

concerns for your family, please contact our church office and we’ll do everything possible to 

accommodate your needs. 

We’d also like to express our gratitude to all of you for your faithful financial support during 

these past few months.  At the beginning of this pandemic, when it became clear that we 

wouldn’t be worshiping together in person for a while, we trimmed our expenses and prepared 

for a significant reduction in income.  Due to your faithfulness and generosity, all of our 

expenses have been met over the past few months, and our income has remained strong.  In 

fact, with so many people watching our services online, we’ve received financial gifts from many 

who are not normally part of our Fellowship family.  We’re grateful for your financial support and 

for your many notes of concern and encouragement these past few months! 

Finally, friends, we’d like to share the following verse with you from Philippians 2:4: “Each of you 

should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  As our church 

family comes back together, we all have our own ideas about responding to this virus, including 

social distancing, wearing masks, shaking hands, and more.  Please remember to 

accommodate each other’s needs and concerns with the grace and love of Jesus Christ.  These 

are anxious times for many people, and we want our reopening to be a blessing for everyone in 

our church family.  Thank you for caring deeply for one another as we return to worship! 

Looking forward to seeing all of you in person! 

 

On behalf of the Leadership Team, 

Pastor Mike 

 

 

 


