
Growth Group Questions 
For use during Advent and Christmas, 2021 

Everyone should come with something 
written down. These questions do not 
need to be asked in group directly, but 
if someone is quiet, feel free to ask, 
“What did you put down for…” 

Pastor Jeff’s notes: 
I recommend the Common English 
Bible (CEB) translation. The words I 
single out in these questions are from 
it. 

Dirt roads got crooked and bumpy in 
ancient times, so “prepare the way” 
was a tradition of fixing them up. A 
“refiners fire” uses very high heat to 
force impurities out of the precious 
metal. 

God’s response: “THEREFORE…” 

This is part of a process called “Lectio 
Divina,” a way to “pray scripture.” If 
anyone finds this question especially 
moving, tell them to google it!

Growth Group Questions 
1. What’s your favorite Christmas tradition? More importantly, 

WHY do you do it? 

2. Read Malachi 3:1-3.  

a. What kinds of things do we do to prepare for a guest to visit? 


b. How might the prophet Malachi in the Old Testament suggest 
we prepare our hearts and lives for the coming of Jesus?


3. Read Isaiah 7:13-14.  

a. When you look at the world and its problems, do you ever think 
of it as “tiresome?” In what ways can YOU be tiresome? 


b. What is God’s response to tiresome-ness?


4. In the scripture we just read, “Immanuel” translates “God With 
Us.”  

a. What does it mean that God’s response to our “tiresome-ness” 
is to draw near? 


b. How does God help us, even when we’re “tiresome?”


5. We’re going to read this next scripture slowly. Pay attention for 
what word, phrase, or idea stands out to you. After we read it we 
will pause for a moment in silence, then you may share what stood 
out to you if you like. (No commentary, though, just share the word, 
phrase, or idea!) 


a. Read Luke 2:1-20.

Building a community of people 
Who are fully alive in Christ

Every person heard from in every group session, with God at the center 

End by sharing  
joys and concerns  

and praying.

Sunday Questions: 
1. Read Malachi 3:1-3. How might the prophet Malachi suggest we 

prepare our hearts and lives for the coming of Jesus? 

2. Read Isaiah 7:13-14. What is God’s response to a “tiresome” world?


