
Growth Group Questions 
For use with Sunday, May 23 

HOPE: Hope in the Face of Illness and Death

Sunday Questions: 
1. Pastor Jeff presents a way of reading Revelation that is new to many 

who have only been exposed to literal interpretations. How did it 
strike you? Refreshing? Challenging? Hopeful? Why? 

2. Read Revelation 21:1-5. How should it change your life to know the 
end of the story?

Everyone should come with 
something written down! These 
questions do not need to be asked in 
group directly, but if someone is quiet, 
feel free to ask, “What did you put 
down for…” 

Pastor Jeff’s notes: 

Jeff’s example was Guernica by Pablo 
Picasso; the painting’s Wikipedia page 
tells its story. Cubism and Surrealism 
might also be worth a web search for 
more examples. 

Be careful to avoid literal 
interpretation! One especially risky 
spot is v. 9. The modern idea 
commonly invoked by “Satan” is not 
scriptural— this verse, too, is 
fantastical and symbolic of evil in 
general. If the conversation gets too 
challenging, please send it my way so 
I can join in! 

Lots of "extra credit” available with the 
marriage metaphor: Matthew 25:1-13, 
Mark 2:18-19, Matthew 22:1-14 
(careful with this one), maybe even 
John 2:1-11. (There are others, too!) 

Growth Group Questions 
1. Are you pro-spoiler or anti-spoiler? (Do you get mad when 

someone tells you the end of a story or recorded ballgame or do 
you enjoy it more that way? 

2. What value do we get from art that evokes emotion rather than 
“makes sense,” such as Pastor Jeff talked about in the 
sermon? 

3. Read Revelation 12:1-17, carefully, through the lens of this type 
of art— symbolic and emotional, not literal. 

a. What is your emotional reaction to this story?


b. How does it change your view of Christmas?


4. Read Revelation 21:1-5 

a. We tend to think of heaven and earth as separate. How does 
the metaphor of marriage in v. 1-2 change that?


b. Whether symbolic or literal, what emotion does this passage 
evoke in you as to the eventual end of the story of God and 
humanity?


5. How does it change your life to know the end of the story? (Or, 
how should it change the way you live and the choices you make?)

Building a community of people 
Who are fully alive in Christ

Every person heard from in every group session, with God at the center 

End by sharing  
joys and concerns  

and praying.


