April 2020

The C-19 Challenge
When the McClerkin family arrived
home at the end of 2019, it was with a
great sense of excitement. They were
able to spend time with family during Christmas. For about two months,
they poured themselves into visiting
churches and attending the missions
meals in the Appalachian Conference.
They shared their passion for the work
in South Sudan at the churches that
have been supporting their ministry.
As missionaries of the IPHC, they
are required to raise the funds through
monthly donations from churches and
individuals. Missionaries come home
from the field for what is called furlough. It’s a time for refreshing of the
body and soul, but it’s also critical to
the ongoing ministry as they reconnect
with their supporting churches and try
to engage new supporters.
And then it happened! Covid-19
brought us all to a screeching halt. No
more church services in the traditional
way. No more missions meals for the
McClerkins and other missionaries
to attend. No more visits to churches
every Sunday morning, Sunday night,
and Wednesday evenings to share
about their ministry in South Sudan. It
came at a critical point in their mission to raise the funds to cover their
monthly expenses as missionaries.
However, as we all know, God is not
limited by this virus. He is still on the
throne. He is our Jehovah-Jireh, our provider! We will trust Him with our needs,
including provisions for not only the
missionaries who must raise their support during this tough time, but for the

Gregory, Ethan, Latoya, and Colton

millions who are facing decreased earnings or the loss of income altogether.
If you have been a regular monthly
supporter of the McClerkin family,
thank you. Our prayer is that God will
continue to meet your needs allowing
you to continue your same level of support to them. If you are not a regular
supporter, but have thought about
starting (and are currently in a position to do so), this would be a great
time to step out in faith.
You can give through your local
IPHC church or you can give directly
to the McClerkin’s account on the
World Missions website. To do that, go
to: https://give.iphc.org/missionary/
gregory-and-latoya-mcclerkin. You
can choose to give your local church
credit for the donation, which is helpful information to the missionary.
Thank you for covering Greg, Latoya,
and the boys in your prayers as they
face the unique challenges of fund raising during a pandemic. Their original
plan was to return to the field this
summer, but that may have to change.

While You Shelter in Place
You Can Support Hope4Sudan
Sure, you can go to the grocery
store to buy your coffee during
this pandemic, but why not shop
with ease from your home? And to
make things better, your purchase
benefits Hope4Sudan.
Sona Coffee gives back 30% of
the cost when you purchase from
them. The choices include two
sizes in either Columbia or French
Roast and whole beans, ground,
or K-cups. The two flavors were
chosen after taste-testing several
options at the IPHC offices.
To start shopping, go to the link
(https://sonacoffee.net/ptpcoffee)
and click on the picture of your size
option. From there you can make
other choices as well. These make
great gifts for special occasions and
you are helping two great ministries
(Hope4Sudan & People to People).

Girls Awareness Club (GAC)

These 103 pillowcase dresses and 150
personal pads are ready for Hope4Sudan
to use with the Girls Awareness Club.
Thanks to two sisters, Rita Taylor and
Connie Saylor, from Mountain View
Baptist Church in Tennessee, who gave
their talents and resources to this project.

Last year, Hope4Sudan began a ministry at its primary school called Girls
Awareness Club to combat some tough issues. The cultural mind set that sees
women and girls as child-bearers and homemakers drives a system of inequity
that includes education. One report had a staggering fact, in a list of 10, that
says South Sudanese women and girls are more likely to die during childbirth than to complete primary education (https://borgenproject.org/top10-facts-about-girls-education-in-south-sudan/). Young village girls walk
into many traps unaware and often end up facing the consequences that last
a lifetime. The severity of the problem hit home when three girls withdrew
from classes last year because they were expecting.
We immediately took action to start the Girls Awareness Club (GAC). The
monthly meeting uses professional women to give spiritual, physical, and
emotional counsel to girls. Hope4Sudan also provides the members (25-30
girls) with soap, hand towels, and feminine items. This ministry needs about
$75/month to operate. We need sponsors to help so that it doesn’t take away
from other budgeted crucial ministries. If God is nudging you to be involved,
here’s the direct link to give: https://app.clovergive.com/app/Giving/clodohope4sudan. Choose Girls Awareness Club from the drop down list, type in
the amount of your donation, choose whether or not you want to make it a
recurring gift, and then hit GIVE to choose your payment method. Pray with
us that the Lord will use GAC to bring cultural change in a much-needed area
and, most of all, that He will use it to win the souls under our care.

Compass Ministry
The Compass Ministry is geared toward students from South Sudan who
are studying in Eldoret, Kenya. That ministry continued in January with the
Weekend Hangout for the students. However, just before the March 22 event
at East Africa Bible School, the school closed in light of the Kenyan Presidential directives. Classes ended on Wednesday afternoon, March 18 and
students were sent home on Thursday morning. The campus remains open
for staff who need to work and for the sponsored South Sudanese students as
they await the reopening of secondary schools they are attending. Pray that
their needs will be meet and that God will use this time to minister to them in
some very unique ways while they are isolated.

The Political & Pandemic Climate
For the first time in decades, the political climate in South Sudan was on
an upswing with the swearing in of Reik Machar (former rebel leader) as first
vice-president on February 22. In his latest newsletter, Gregory had some
very hopeful things to say about the changes. “We praise God for this major
development in the nation. Not only does it translate to greater stability and
security on the national and regional scale, but it also means greater freedom
for ministries like ours to travel and spread the Best News–eternal hope found
in Christ alone.” However, as with most of the world, the pandemic is creating
new issues. The H4S school and church were closed in late March by the government, but the clinic continues to operate. The people in Kapoeta are living
in fear. He reports that if the closure continues past April, it may become
necessary to release teachers and compound staff.

Help Us Pray...
Compass in Eldoret ministers to the students studying there from South Sudan.
The March meeting had to be cancelled.

• Ongoing support of H4S ministry during this global economic downturn.
In fact, giving had dropped before the pandemic, so we need more donors.
• Support for missionaries Gregory and Latoya McClerkin is critical to work
of South Sudan. (Use the link in “The C-19 Challenge” to support them.)

