
January 2020 brought on the start of 
a new year and depending on who you 
listen to, perhaps the start of a new de-
cade. That appears to be up for debate. 
Regardless of whether it is or isn’t, it 
is certainly hard to believe that we are 
moving into the year 2020! If 20/20 
is perfect vision, then we are trusting 
God that the year 2020 will bring with 
it exactly what God has envisioned for 
Hope4Sudan and all it ministries.

The year began with a time of re-
newal for the McClerkin missionary 
family as they spent Christmas with 
the Tennessee family (which doesn’t 
get to happen a lot when you live thou-
sands of miles apart). Gregory, Latoya, 
and the boys have started a six-month 
furlough in the U.S. They hope to see 
as many family members, friends, and 
supporters as possible while they are 
Stateside.

If anyone is interested in hearing 
about Hope4Sudan’s ministry in South 

Sudan, Greg encouraces you to mes-
sage him via Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/gregory.mcclerkin). 
“We have many exciting testimonies to 
share, along with videos, pictures, etc. 
No church, family, or gathering is too 
small. If you invite us and the Lord al-
lows us, we’d sure love to visit,” he says!

Their schedule is filling up, so con-
nect with them today.

January 2020

The Compass Christmas 
Celebration in Eldoret

On December 13, 2019, a group 
of students and leaders gathered 
at the East Africa Bible College for 
the Compass Ministry Christmas 
dinner. They started the evening 
eating snacks around a crackling 
bonfire and singing Christmas 
carols. They later moved indoors 
to enjoy a big meal and exchange 
gifts. A special thanks goes to 
George Shiundu and the core 
members for a successful dinner. 
Everyone left with great excitement 
about where 2020 will take us!

The outdoor bonfire provided a great 
setting for snacks and singing Christmas 
carols. The Christmas tree inside pro-
vided a great backdrop for photos!

Christmas Hope Delivery in the Form of a Bull

Christmas is a time for sharing fun, food, and fellowship, regardless of 
where you live! However, when you live in South Sudan, meat on the table is a 
rare happening, especially for 600 people! But every year, thanks to the faithful 
giving of supporters in the U.S., a bull is 
purchased for the feast that the church 
people in Kapoeta have come to antici-
pate! This year was no disappointment 
thanks to Pastors Craig and Sonja Reed, 
Carolyn Kirk, and the Harbor of Hope 
congregation in Christiansburg, Virginia, 
in the Appalachian Conference.

The New Year Brings Renewal

Gregory, Laytoya, and the boys traded in 
the warm weather of Africa for snow in 
Virginia. Check it out on the next page.



Graduation Celebration
Education is an integral part of the Hope4Sudan ministry in Kapoeta, South 

Sudan. December is always an exciting time at the compound. It signals the 
end of the school year and graduation for the students finishing grade 8. 
Congratulations to the 2019 graduates. We wish them the best as they move 
on to the next phase of their education and lives. The graduation celebration 
is always a highlight whether you’re part of the graduating class, one of the 
younger school students, or part of the community of staff and supporters, it’s 
a time to celebrate. And soon, it starts all over again as Hope4Sudan opens its 
doors for the 2020 school year and sends students on to other locations for 
secondary grades or university.

Location Support
Hope4Sudan partners with People to People to assist with 

the education and feeding of the children who attend the 
Hope4Sudan Primary School on the IPHC compound. We 
reply on the generosity of faithful supporters for the day-to-
day operation of the school. The “Location Support” program 
of People to People allows locations such as South Sudan to receive support 
for a location rather than the traditional method of supporting an individual 
student. The transient nature of the Taposa tribal people and other factors 
make it difficult to assign specific children. However, the need is staggering in 
this culture where more than 90% of the population live on less than $1 per 
day and at least one out of ten children will die before reaching the age of five! 
Without the hope that comes from Jesus Christ, the odds are stacked against 
them. A monthly $25 location sponsorship helps cover the education costs 
and two meals a day for a student at the H4S Primary School. To give directly 
to this fund, go to https://give.iphc.org/project/ptp-kapoeta-hope4sudan-
location. You can choose to give a monthly donation or a one-time gift.

Beyond our H4S Primary School
Our first class of students who had been through all eight grade levels 

graduated in 2016. Each year, we help sponsor many of the graduates as they 
move on to secondary school and/or university. The 2020 school year starts 
soon and we still need more supporters to fund the 30+ students we spon-
sor. To give toward this student sponsorship fund, please go to https://app.
clovergive.com/app/Giving/clodo-hope4sudan and choose Student Sponsor-
ship Plan from the drop down list. Fill in the amount for your gift. If you wish 
to give monthly toward this fund, click in the box that says, “Make this gift 
recurring.” Then click on the GIVE button and it will step you through the 
payment options. Be assured that this is a secure giving platform.

Things to Pray About...
•  Continue to pray for the various Hope4Sudan ministries in the absence of 

the McClerkins. One of Greg’s Ugandan friends, Phillip, has been help-
ing in the church, as well as in construction projects, over the past few 
months. He, along with other young church leaders, will carry on with the 
Kapoeta church. The two village churches are also equipped with capable 
leaders. “With a full staff in the school and clinic,” Greg says, “our prayer is 
that there will be no issues during our absence. All building and develop-
ment of the compound will resume when we return in mid-2020.”

•   Pray about using the links above to join our People to People location 
supporters or to give toward the student sponsorship fund on the H4S site. 
Both are critical components of our Hope4Sudan ministry.

The graduates are excited as the commu-
nity gathers to honor them.

2019 H4S Primary School Graduates. 
Three of the 18 graduates are missing 

from this photo. Congratulations!

Ethan (left) is excited to see snow again! 
Colton is not quite sure about all this 

white stuff that has fallen from the sky!

The entire school participates in the 
graduation festivities. The younger stu-
dents (below) honor the graduates with 
a celebration dance.


