
Dust you are, and to dust you shall return. Repent and believe the Gospel. 

The central words of Ash Wednesday are sobering. They invite us to look at the realities of life that we'd prefer to avoid: 

We are sinners. And we are going to die. And this has been our fate since our father Adam ate from the forbidden tree.  

It's not just the words, either. There are the ashes, too. Palm ash is just gritty enough that it exfoliates a bit more than we 
might like as it's smeared into a cross on our foreheads. And the cross is rarely plumb or square. I believe the term in 
geometry is "askew," but my grandfather who loved carpentry preferred a different technical term: cattywampus. 

(For the grammarians among us, I looked it up, and I do know that the preferred spelling is "catawampus." But I dont 
think cattywampus is the sort of word that Merriam-Webster gets to tell me how to spell.) 

A gritty, cattywampus cross provides us with a sign that we might miss if we've been walking on the broad, easy, 
comfortable way that it's a dead end. The road might seem straight, but sin and death have left our lives askew. But it's not 
a sign of despair. It invites us to take a detour. Repent, and believe the Good News of Jesus. He is mighty enough to save 
us.  

I won't presume to know how God is calling you to observe this Lenten season, but I can exhort you to take it seriously. 
And I do encourage you to take at least a two pronged approach. 

First, deny yourself something good that you enjoy. This could look like a thousand things. Give up your favorite half 
hour or hour of TV each day and spend it in prayer. Decline your indulgence of sweets, chocolate, red-meat, caffeine, or 
alcohol. Choose a day and time period to fast. Step away from your addiction to social media or the constant connectivity 
of your smartphone. 

It can be tempting to make self-denial into a diet or exercise plan, but our aim should be primarily spiritual, not physical. 

Second, pay extra attention to your discipline. Have you fallen out of the habit of worshipping with your brothers and 
sisters on Sundays? Have you been invested in your own growth as a disciple? What impact might it make if you called 
someone on our prayer list every day to pray with them, instead of just for them? Jump back into Sunday School, or one of 
our classes reading through the Bible together. Set aside extra time for prayer. Make a plan to serve a neighbor a week in a 
tangible way. 

If you do these two things, I am confident that by the time Holy Week rolls around, your spirit will be more prepared to 
join the disciples in the Upper Room for their last meal with Jesus, and to walk with him along the Via Dolorosa, and to 
behold him crucified, and to celebrate his resurrection into new life.  

We are sinners. And we are going to die. And this has been our fate since our father Adam ate from the forbidden tree. 

That is undeniably the beginning of our story. We can't skip it. But we can't stop there, either. 

Sin and death don't get the last word. Let's join together and draw near to Jesus and see how he can straighten out our 
crookedness, turn sinners into saints, and deliver us from the power of death into new life. 

	 Denominational UpdateDenominational Update
Many of you continue to have questions about the United Methodist Church, the decisions of other nearby churches to disaffiliate from 
the conference, and where Moore Memorial stands in all of this. 
On March 12, immediately following worship, we'll have a meeting in the sanctuary to have a conversation specifically about these 
matters. At the request of the Executive Committee, Br. Chad will share, in broad strokes, what is going on and what Moore Memorial's 
options are. Then, the Executive Committee will provide time and space for you to ask questions, voice concerns, and offer feedback to 
our church leaders if there are any specific actions you would like for them to take. 
Before the meeting, there are a few things that you should know about the process: 
1. We do not have to rush our discernment or a decision. There are a couple of deadlines we're paying attention to:

i. September 1, 2023 — deadline for the Church Council to inform the MS Annual Conference of intentions to take a 
congregational vote to disaffiliate according to the temporary provision (¶2553) for disaffiliation in the Book of Discipline. If the 
congregation voted to disaffiliate, the MS Annual Conference would have the opportunity to approve it at a special session on 
December 8, 2023.  

ii. 2025 —In order to grant congregations more time to discern, the trustees of the MS Annual Conference have established a 
policy that extends the basic provisions of ¶2553 (including the costs) for congregations to depart through 2025. 

2. Whether or not Moore Memorial decides to take a vote to disaffiliate is at the discretion of  the Church Council. Br. Chad's role in 
the process is to provide information and guidance when asked, but not to make any final decisions on behalf of the church. If the 
Church Council decides to request a vote, every professing member of the church present at the called Church Conference will be 
permitted to vote. Approval by more than 2/3 of those present and voting would be required for a motion to disaffiliate to prevail.  
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While we are not currently in a crisis, there are some concerning trends in MMUMC's 
financial picture.  In the last couple of years, death, declining health, and folks moving away 
has led to lower monthly revenue, a reality that was most easily visible in the latter half of 2022. 
Even as giving has trended down, we're experiencing rising costs driven mostly by utilities, insurance, and staffing, especially in our 
need to hire someone to help lead our student ministries.  
The Finance Committee is working with all of our ministry areas to lower costs wherever possible without diminishing our missional 
work. But we need your help, too. Your faithful giving makes Moore Memorial's ministry's possible. We hope that you'll prayerfully 
consider if 2023 might be a year that you can be more generous in your financial support of our work. Furthermore, if you'd like to 
invest in the long-term well-being of the church, you might consider including the church in your estate planning. 

Finance

Personnel & Leadership
The Personnel and Leadership Committee is a combination of the committees 
formerly known as "Staff-Parish Relations" and "Nominations and Lay 
Leadership." We're trying to utilize both volunteers and staf to ensure that the 
church is equipped over the long haul for the ministry God is calling us to. 
Right now, we're looking to hire a nursery worker for Sunday mornings and 
one or two people to help lead our student ministries to kids and youth. Your 
referral might be the thing that helps us find the person that God is calling to 
help us in one of these roles.  

Foundations Class
Praise God that people are feeling 
called to join Moore Memorial and 
be baptized! Will you pray for this 

class as they continue to study together 
through Lent?

	 Ash Wednesday & BeyondAsh Wednesday & Beyond
Tuesday, February 21 • 6:00pm- Shrove Tuesday
Join us for pancakes at the FLC Building on Tuesday, February 21 at 6pm. 
We will burning ashes from the palm leaves from last year as well.

Wednesday, February 22 • 12:00pm & 6:00pm — Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday services will take place at 12:00pm & 6:00pm in the 
Sanctuary.

Sunday, March 19 & Sunday, March 26 • — Easter Lily Order
Easter Lily order forms will be in the bulletin.
Monday, April 3 • 1:00pm —Last Day to Order Easter Lily 
Please have your Easter Lily order in to the office by 1:00pm.
Thursday, April 6 • 7:00pm —Maundy Thursday Service
Join us as we walk with Jesus towards the cross.  
Sunday, April 9 • 11:00am — Easter Celebration
We	hope	to	see	you	for	Easter	Sunday	at	Moore	Memorial.	Please	bring	your	
family	and	friends	to	our	worship	service	as	well.

Please hold the following in prayer: 
Bobby Abernathy

Glenn Bourne
Jim Caffey
Lois Curtis

Sandra Evans
John Hansford

Family of Stan Gilbert
David Ingram

Joy Little
Barbara Nance

Jerry Rosamond
Nina Gail Rosamond

AdministrationAdministration

PrayerPrayer

Budget	 (through	Jan	2023)

Giving	 (through	Jan	2023)

Expenses		 (through	Jan	2023)

$26,233
$21,226
$21,151

Moore Memorial United Methodist Church
PO Box 467
Winona, MS 38967

God’s children, sharing the love of Christ 
through study, worship, and service. 


