
[10 min]OBJECT LESSON
Power of the Scepter

Supplies
2 white plastic disposable plates
5 cotton swabs
clear liquid dish soap
cup of water
pepper
paper towels
large bowl

Easy Prep
Dip 1 of the cotton swabs in the dish soap so one end is well-coated. (Don’t let the other cotton swabs touch the
cotton swab with the soap.) Place all 5 cotton swabs on a plastic plate, but make sure to keep track of which one
has soap on it.

Watch Pepper React to Soap
            Gather children around you at a table.
            Say: Today we heard how the people of Jerusalem welcomed Jesus as their king. Let’s think
more about what that means as we do something fun.
            Pour the cup of water onto the empty plate. Sprinkle a large amount of pepper onto the surface of the
water. (Keep paper towels close by for spills.)
            Say: When I say that Jesus is the King, that means Jesus is really powerful. I have an idea. Let’s
see if we have anyone powerful here today. I’ll test several of you to see who has power to get this
pepper to move without touching it with your hands.
            Show the cotton swabs on the plate, and hold up a dry one. Say: Often a king has a special stick to
hold. It’s called a scepter. A king holds a scepter to show he’s in charge and he has the power to tell
people what to do. Jesus doesn’t need a scepter—he doesn’t need anything to make him powerful. But
we’re not powerful like Jesus is, so we’ll need to use these tiny scepters to move the pepper.
            Choose one child to go first. Give that child a plain cotton swab off the plate. Have the child gently
touch the surface of the water with the cotton swab, without stirring the water. Encourage the rest of the group
to notice that nothing happens. Then have three other children also do the same thing with the plain cotton
swabs, each time noticing no major changes.
            Say: I don’t see anyone yet who has the power to control the pepper. I guess we should try one
last time. Choose one more child to dip the soap-covered cotton swab into the water. Kids will notice that the
pepper quickly moves away from where the cotton swab touches the water.
            Say: Wow, our friend [name of child] had power with that scepter.
            Pour the pepper-filled water off the plate into a bowl to dispose of later.
 
Talk About It
            Ask: • What did you think when the special scepter made the pepper move?
            Say: Only one scepter could move the pepper. It was the only powerful one. Like that, Jesus is
the only real powerful King. He’s not like other kings, so he doesn’t need anything to help him be
powerful. Jesus is the King of the whole world, and he’s the most powerful person ever. He’s powerful
enough to give you everything you need. And he’s powerful enough to take care of you always.
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