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-GOD’S OWN ARM- 
 
If the hand that created the universe were to become flesh and start interacting with average, run-of-the-mill 
people, what would it look like?  Imagine it.  The prophet Isaiah talked about it several thousand years ago.  
Near the end of the book that bears his name, Isaiah says this about the Lord, “Surely the arm of the Lord is 
not too short to save, nor His ear too dull to hear.” (Isaiah 59:1).  Surely not!  Right?  When all hope is gone 
and every shred of optimism is lost, certainly God can do something, can’t He?   
 
As Isaiah 59 continues, the prophet lays out the hopelessness of our situation: Our iniquities have separated 
us from God, our sins have hidden His face from us (v.2), our arguments are empty (v. 4), our feet are swift to 
shed innocent blood and our thoughts are evil thoughts (v.7). What is more, justice is far from us and all is 
darkness (v. 9).  God looked down and saw that there was no one qualified to intervene on behalf of the 
broken human race (v. 16). 
 
No one qualified.  The whole pool was drowning, including the lifeguards.  All was lost.  Literally, there was no 
one able to step in and help us.  So, what did God do?  Isaiah tells us that God was appalled by our condition, 
“so His own arm worked salvation for Him, and His own righteousness sustained Him” (Isaiah 59:16).   
 
Isaiah shifted into future tense as he continued writing: “He will come like a pent-up flood that the breath of 
the Lord drives along.  The Redeemer will come to Zion…to those who repent of their sins” (Isaiah 59:19-20).   
 

The Redeemer will come.  The Redeemer will come.  The Redeemer will come. 
 
It took approximately 600 years from the time of Isaiah before these words came true.  For six centuries the 
human race languished under the crushing weight of our own sin.  For nearly ¾ of a millennium we groped in 
darkness, eyes shrouded by our own rebellion with no one qualified to work salvation for us.  Yet, the words of 
Isaiah continued to resonate like sound waves bouncing off a cave wall: 
 

“The Redeemer will come.  The Redeemer will come.  The Redeemer will come.” 
 
Speaking directly to this ancient longing buried in the human soul, a Jewish man in the first century named 
Mark wrote to a group of Romans to tell them about Jesus.  The gravity of our broken situation did not permit 
Mark the luxury of telling a back story on Christ.  Skipping the heart-warming account of His birth in a stable 
and visits by shepherds, Mark cuts right to the core of what Jesus came to do: “The beginning of the Gospel 
about Jesus Christ” (Mark 1:1). 
 
“Gospel” is a loaded word.  We read it and think of a genre in the Bible.  We have four “gospels” in our New 
Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  That’s all the deeper we understand it.  Yet, when Mark’s first 
audience heard the word, they would have immediately reacted. Mark chose it carefully and used it 
intentionally to grab the attention of his audience. 

 
You see, in the first century, the word “gospel” was not used to refer to a book of the Bible.  It was used by 
Romans and it meant, “good news that will radically change the way you live.”  Romans typically said it when 
announcing the birth of an emperor.  We have record of it being used in reference to Octavian’s birth.  Heralds 
went throughout the Roman Empire announcing the “gospel” about his arrival.  As one whom they believed 
came from the gods, his presence meant a radical shift in the Roman world.  
 
When Mark said that he had a gospel about Jesus Christ, and that He was the Son of God, it meant that a new 
King had arrived and His presence would change things.  Think about it, “God exists” is not news.  Most people 



believe in the existence of God.  But, “God is on our side and He has come to help us.  God’s own arm is 
moving in our favor”?  This is radically good news!  This is “gospel”.   
 
As you can imagine, the appearance of God to earth would bring fundamental changes and you can also 
assume that the Roman bourgeoise would not appreciate such news.  Mark makes it clear that not everybody 
liked Jesus.  In fact, many people hated Him!  But many others were drawn to Him.  Mark 1:33 tells us that the 
“whole town gathered at the door” to the house where Jesus was staying.  There were times when Jesus had 
to intentionally hide Himself in desolate places just to take a break from the crushing crowds.  Out of these 
crowds, a third group emerged. There was a group of 12 men with whom He closely worked, but in addition to 
them, there were “others” (Mark 4:10) who also pressed in for more.  People still react to Jesus in the same 
three ways.  Some reject Jesus because they do not want Him telling them how to live. Other people want 
Jesus to help them, His infinite power is handy to have around.  Then there are the few, those whose hearts 
have been captured by this Man from Nazareth, who will follow Him to the very end. 
 
Mark takes 16 chapters to weave accounts from the life of Jesus challenging you to make your own decision 
about Him.  Which group are you:  Do you reject Him?  Do you see Jesus as your personal Problem-Solver? Or 
is Jesus your Person, the One Who has stolen your heart?  In light of your response, you then must face the 
final question: How does this change my life?  If Jesus is a fraud, ignore Him, go about your life as if He is 
nothing more than another Santa Claus.  If Jesus is your Problem-Solver, do you want more than just a Divine 
personal assistant?  Finally, if Jesus is the One who has stolen your heart, doesn’t this disrupt everything in 
your life?  
 
Many people appreciate Mark’s Gospel because he moves quickly.  He uses the word “immediately” 42 times, 
leaving the reader breathless with his fast-paced narrative.  Many scholars believe this gospel was written by 
Mark around 62AD after he interviewed the Apostle Peter in Rome. This helps to explain why Peter’s name is 
mentioned 22 times!  In the 2nd century, we have a document from Clement who served as bishop of 
Alexandria, who believed that Mark wrote at the request of Roman Christians who wanted a dependable 
account of Christ’s life.  This explains why Mark wastes no time proving Jesus’ Jewish heritage.  Romans would 
not care if Jesus descended from Abraham.  Therefore, Mark skips the birth narrative and begins with Jesus’ 
baptism into ministry.  He gets right to the point of why Jesus came to earth: to save and to serve. 
 
After 16 breathless chapters where Jesus is constantly on the move, facing challenges, feeding masses, 
evicting demons, and raising the dead, Mark ends with a cliff-hanger.  After telling us about the resurrection, 
Mark tells us about the women who witnessed it: “Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled 
from the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone because they were afraid” (Mark 16:8). 
 
You’ll notice that the next 11 verses of your Bible are italicized which means they cannot be found in the 
earliest manuscripts. There are several explanations for this, which we will not explore here, but many 
scholars make a good case for why Mark intentionally ended his gospel at verse 8 with trembling, bewildered 
and silent women. Mark is allowing us as the reader to write our own ending. How will you respond to this 
gospel? Mark has proven that Jesus is no ordinary king.  Jesus is God’s own arm, come to earth to establish His 
rule here and He has invited us to join Him.  Will we?   
 
Mark does not allow us to casually respond to Jesus.  He is not making great suggestions.  Jesus’ life is 
“GOSPEL”, it is good news that changes everything.  Will we let go of our silly earthly agenda in favor of 
embracing His eternal one? It’s up to you. 
 
 
 



-Our Plan of Action, how we will dig into Mark’s Gospel- 
 

It is easy to miss what Mark is saying because we get caught in the subheadings.  The editors of the Bible have 
broken Mark down into neat little sections, each with a subheading (theologians call these little sections 
“pericopes”). This can be helpful, because each pericope can preach a great sermon.  The down side to this 
approach is it can distract us from the flow of thought.   
 
Mark is writing with a specific purpose.  He has a message that he wants us to hear.  Within our time 
constraints we will do our best to capture his main idea.  He begins by dropping a bombshell: the arrival of 
Jesus is a ‘gospel’, then he takes the bulk of the book explaining why, and he finishes with a call to action.  This 
Fall, we have several special events planned as a church (it’s our 25th anniversary!), so unfortunately, we will 
not be able to follow our study straight through.  To help your calendar jive with our church calendar, here is 
how this Fall will shake out: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Jesus- 
 

9.11 Jesus, the King has come!  (Mark 1:1-15) 
 
9.18 Jesus, the ultimate Authority. (Mark 1:16-3:6) 
 
9.25 New River’s 25th Anniversary Celebration! 
 
10.2 Jesus, the lightning rod. (Mark 3:7-35) 
 
10.9 Jesus, the Teacher. (Mark 4:1-34) 
 
10.16 Jesus, the ultimate power. (Mark 4:35-5:43) 
 
10.23 Jesus, the movement. (Mark 6:1-56) 
 
10.30 Jesus, the Messiah. (Mark 7:1-8:30) 
 
11.6 Jesus, the suffering servant. (Mark 8:31-10:52) 
 
11.13 Jesus, the triumphant. (Mark 11:1-13:37) 
 
11.20 Jesus, the cross and the betrayal. (Mark 14:1-15:47) 
 
11.27 Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
12.4 Jesus, the Risen King. (Mark 16:1-8) 
 
12.11 Jesus, the movement continues.  (Mark 16:9-20) 
 
12.18 “Catch up” Sunday  
 
12.25 Christmas Sunday (did you know Christmas is on Sunday this year? Crazy!) 



Chapter One: Jesus, the King has come! 
 
READ Mark 1:1-15. 
 
Mark does not waste print space trying to grab our attention with a heart-warming story that sets up his 
message.  Like a splash of freezing water on your face in the morning, he declares what he intends to do: “the 
beginning of the gospel…” As we learned in the introduction, the word ‘gospel’ does not mean only “good 
news”.  It means “good news that will change your life”.  Think about it, good news is nice but it doesn’t 
always mean your life will be changed.  We hear good news about cheaper gas, or about nice weather coming, 
or that the Red Sox are doing well.  This is all “good news” but none of it is life changing.  Mark’s “gospel” is 
totally different. It will rock your little world.  It’ll turn you upside down and inside out. 
 
What is more, Mark sets out to redefine what a “gospel” is.  The Romans who first read these words would 
have thought about the birth of a new emperor and how this would make Rome more glorious.  The Hebrews 
who first read them would have remembered the words of the prophet Isaiah.  After years of trouble and 
oppression, God promised that a Messiah would come and deliver His people.  Speaking through Isaiah, God 
said, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news (“gospel”), who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” (Isaiah 52:7).   
Mark proclaims that the Messiah promised in Isaiah has finally come.    
 
Which definition of ‘gospel’ is correct?  Were the Romans right or were the Hebrews right?  The answer is that 
both of them were right and both of them were wrong.  They were right in assuming that Jesus would radically 
change things for the better and set captives free.  He certainly did that, but not in the way anyone would 
expect.  They were both wrong because no one could’ve guessed that Jesus would die to accomplish His 
mission.  This is what Mark explains through the entirety of his gospel.  In using this word ‘gospel’ Mark 
brilliantly engages his audience and then he dismantles their false notions of it in order to bring them to a 
powerful, life-changing conclusion.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the things that most people first notice about Mark is that he does not tell us about the birth of Jesus.  
There are no heart-warming accounts of Joseph, Mary, shepherds or angels.  Mark begins with John the 
Baptist.  Why?  There are probably two good reasons. 
 
First, Mark is writing to Roman Christians.  These were not Jewish people, they were Gentile.  In the Roman 
world there were people called “euangelons” who served as heralds.  They would go throughout the empire 
far and wide to spread the good news about important happenings in Rome such as the birth of a new 
emperor.  You might recognize the word “angel” is in the middle of “euangelon”.  The word “angel” means 
“messenger”.  These people were messengers for the empire.  If Mark is writing about the gospel of Jesus, it 
would make sense to his Roman friends that Jesus would have a “euangelon” go before Him to announce His 
coming.  So it is fitting for Mark to begin with John the Baptist. 
 
But there is another reason why Mark would begin with John the Baptist.  He is pointing to a new creation.  
The first chapter is Mark’s way of retelling the creation story from Genesis.  Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning 
God created…” and in Mark 1:1 we read, “The beginning of the gospel…”.  Jesus’ arrival marks the beginning of 

Think about your own experience with Christ.  In what ways has Jesus surprised you by being different 
than what you expected?  In what ways has Jesus met your expectations? Are you ready to allow Jesus to 
blow your mind as you encounter Him in the Gospel of Mark? 



a whole new creation on earth.  Then Mark alludes to the Garden, to the Fall of Adam and to the exodus story.  
Only this time, it is not with Adam and his sin at the center, but Jesus and His victory!   
 
The baptism ministry of John is a call back to the exodus account in Exodus 1-14.  If you recall, the people of 
Israel were oppressed by Egypt for 400 years and they cried out to God in their distress.  God heard their cries 
and He raised up Moses to deliver them.  Their final step in deliverance was crossing the Red Sea.  This was a 
“baptism” of sorts where the people went into the Sea as slaves but emerged on the other side as free people 
(1 Corinthians 10:1-4).  John’s baptism was intended to be a picture of repentance.  People who were baptized 
by John identified themselves with their ancestors being rescued from slavery.  They too, went into the water 
as a slave to sin and emerged a free person.  It sets up Mark’s first point that Jesus’ appearance means a big 
change for the world.   Mark hints at this with the words of John in verse 8: “I baptize you with water; but He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  Some translations add “fire and the Holy Spirit”.  John’s baptism was a 
little change compared to the much bigger change that would come with Jesus. 
 
What was that change? 
 
Mark continues by telling us about Jesus’ baptism in verses 9-13.  This is a call back to the creation account in 
Genesis 1-3.  In Genesis, we have water and we have the Spirit of God hovering over it.  We also have the 
voice of God speaking and declaring that what He has made is “good”. But God does not have long to enjoy 
His creation.  By the time we reach Genesis 3, Adam and Eve fall into temptation and bring ruin to all of God’s 
good creation.  With this as a back drop, Mark introduces us to the new creation being done through Jesus 
Christ.  Notice that in Mark we have water and we have the Spirit hovering like a dove.  We also have the voice 
of God joyfully speaking His pleasure over His Son.  And what happens next?  Jesus is taken into the wilderness 
where He is tempted.  Only this time, unlike the first Adam, Jesus emerges from temptation victorious.   
 
Mark tells us the “wild animals and angels attended Him”.  This is a merger of Heaven and Earth.  The splendor 
of Heaven, and the most frightening of earth come together to serve Christ. Before Adam sinned, Heaven and 
Earth were one, living in harmony.  When Adam sinned, that harmony was broken.  Earth became opposed to 
Heaven.  Mark is giving us a picture of what Christ has come to do.  In conquering temptation, Christ healed 
the schism between Heaven and Earth.  So in the same way that the first Adam enjoyed communion with 
animals in the Garden of Eden, Jesus the new Adam lives in harmony with wild animals in the wilderness.  
 
This is revolutionary!  Nothing like this has ever happened before.  The gods do not come to earth, they 
certainly do not become human and they certainly do not bring harmony between the two realms!  What kind 
of Christ is this?  Mark doesn’t tell us yet, but has he grabbed your attention?  Good!  That’s the idea.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark is not one for details.  Do you know how they say a picture is worth a thousand words?  Well, to Mark, a 
word is worth a thousand pictures!  Verse 14 is an example.  After grabbing our attention with the baptism of 
Jesus, Mark bluntly tells us John got put into prison and Jesus started preaching.  What happened?  He doesn’t 
tell us.  Why?  Because the details of Mark’s arrest are not important to Mark’s point.  He will fill in more 
details later, but we will have to wait until we get to chapter 6.  For now, Mark wants us to know that a hand-
off has occurred.  John, the herald, has done his job.  He set up the ministry of Jesus.  Now that Jesus is on the 
scene, John fades into the background. 
 

In the first 13 verses, Mark connects creation, the fall, the exodus and our hope for peace on earth. He 
leaves our minds swirling!  Has Mark caught your imagination yet?  Do you feel your heart beginning to 
swell with wonder at Who this Christ is?   



And all of this is backdropped by something Mark calls “the wilderness”.  John preached in the wilderness.  
People came to John in the wilderness.  Jesus came to John in the wilderness.  And Jesus was tempted in the 
wilderness.  It’s a great word.  When you think of wilderness, what comes to your mind?  A wild, untamed, 
scary place?  Good!  That’s the idea.  In the Old Testament, the wilderness is where Adam was banished after 
he sinned and was removed from Eden’s paradise.  It is where Israel spent 40 long years until she was ready to 
enter the Land of Promise.  The wilderness represents that place where God finds all of us.   Every single one 
of us has sinned and gone astray.  Every single one of us has followed our own ‘wisdom’ and found ourselves 
lost in the wilderness. Think of the wildest, gnarliest, most untamed section of frontier that you can imagine.  
This is the condition of our hearts in sin.  Romans 5 says that we used to be God’s enemies.  Ephesians 2 says 
that we were dead in our sins when Christ found us.  Yet, because of His great love, this King came to the 
wilderness in search of us.  He entered the wilderness of our sin in order to lead us into the peace of His 
Kingdom.  But unlike us, who got trapped in the wilderness, Jesus overcame it.  He emerged victorious.  As 
One who fought the wilderness and won, Jesus is qualified to rescue us out of it as well. 
 
This is why Jesus’ first words in verse 15 are “repent and believe the good news”!  The word repent is the 
Greek word “metanoia” which means literally “change your thinking”.  Jesus has come to do something so 
radical and so unprecedented that the only way to grasp it is to change the way you think.  Humanity literally 
did not have any mental boxes in which to place Jesus and His ministry.   
 
This is hard for us to imagine.  We have lived our whole lives with the completed revelation of God in Holy 
Scriptures.  We have the whole story of Christ’s life, death and resurrection.  We have the benefit of 2000 
years to process the life of Christ.  Some of the greatest minds in history have written volumes on His life and 
ministry.  So it is hard for us to grasp the shock of Mark’s words.  But make no mistake, the entrance of Jesus 
into the world created seismic shock waves that shook earth and hell right to their foundations. 
 
The challenge is still necessary: “Repent (change your thinking) and believe the good news!”  How much does 
our thinking need to change in order to receive Christ’s ministry?  Probably more than you realize.  It is still too 
early in Mark’s writing for us to even know how our thinking must change.  For now, we simply need to settle 
it in our minds…something must change if we are to fully embrace this King Jesus.  Are you ok with that?  Can 
you make room in your thinking for Jesus to blow your mind? 
 
As we begin this journey together what is your understanding of Jesus?  Use this space to write a few words 
that would describe your understanding of Who Jesus is and what He came to do.   It will be interesting to see 
what changes as a result of our time in Mark’s Gospel this Fall!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this space write what you believe Jesus is 
like… 

In this space write what you believe Jesus 
stands for and why He came… 



Chapter Two: Jesus, the Ultimate Authority 
 

READ Mark 1:16-3:6. 
 
After shocking us with the gospel that Jesus the King has come to radically alter the way we live, Mark sets out 
to prove why Jesus is worthy to make such a claim.  To do this, he focuses more on the actions of Jesus than 
on the words of Jesus.  In this section Jesus introduces Himself to us and He challenges our typical 
understanding of Him.  The central statement of this section is found in Mark 2:10 where Jesus says, “so that 
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”  This entire section is packed with 
evidence that Jesus does not just claim to have authority.  He literally has it!  The way that Jesus talks and 
behaves does not allow us to casually respond.  He is either God, or a lunatic.  For us to think of Him as 
anything in between is a gross mistake that will have eternal consequences. 
 
Immediately after challenging us to believe in Mark 1:15, Jesus challenges us to follow in Mark 1:17.  Jesus 
invites Simon and Andrew, then James and John to follow Him.  At first blush, this does not jump out at us but 
in the first century, rabbis did not ask their students to follow them.  If you were a respected rabbi, students 
sought you out and asked if they could follow you.  After an intensive selection process, it was a privilege to be 
accepted into a rabbi’s circle of students.  Yet, Mark tells us that the disciples did not choose Jesus.  Rather, 
Jesus chose His disciples.  And notice who He chose.  Jesus did not select from the cream of the crop.  He 
invited fishermen.  He invited men who would have never even thought to follow a rabbi, let alone be asked to 
follow!  And notice where Jesus found them…fishing.  He did not find them in the local synagogue or Hebrew 
school.  He found them working.  Jesus is beginning to turn conventional religion on its head.  He is disrupting 
the status quo.   
 
He declares that anyone can follow Him and if you do, He will send you out to “fish for people”.   Follow Jesus 
and it will change your life.  We are not allowed to stay the same if we follow Him. At the outset, His intention 
was never to create a comfortable circle of friends or to build up a large audience.  He did not look for the best 
and brightest, nor did He look inside religious circles.  His goal from the beginning was to raise up ambassadors 
and send them out.  Who has the kind of presence and authority to approach random people and invite them 
to follow Him?  Who has the audacity to think He can change our lives?  Who has the right to send out 
representatives to do His bidding? The King!  
 
Jesus is upsetting the family structure as well.  In verse 20, James and John left their father Zebedee with the 
boats to answer Jesus’ call.  All of this is still technically in Mark’s introduction, he will explain more later, but 
right away we are seeing an image form.  Mark is giving us the impression that Jesus is stirring things up.  Jesus 
is overcoming the wilderness, He is inviting people to follow, He is giving people a mission and He is disrupting 
family structures.  (And we are only in the first 20 verses of the book!).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Again, we ask, “What gives Jesus the authority to do what He does?”  Verses 21-28 begin to give us the 
answer.   
 
So far, Jesus’ behavior would raise some eyebrows but not really shake anyone up.  Mark tells us next that 
Jesus went into Capernaum and taught in the synagogue.  His teaching was unlike anything they had ever 
heard.  He taught “as one with authority”.  In the first century, Judaism was populated with rabbis.  Every 

Let’s stop and consider: what about your life has changed since choosing to follow Jesus?  Has anything 
changed in the way you think and see the world around you?  Has your schedule changed?  Have your 
priorities changed?   



town had a synagogue and every synagogue had a rabbi.  In addition to rabbis, they had priests, scribes, and if 
your town was really blessed, you’d host a pharisee!  These religious leaders saw themselves as the guardians 
of sacred Hebrew traditions and experts on the laws of Moses.  Whenever they taught, they would cite their 
sermons by saying, “As Moses said” or “as Rabbi so-and-so said”.   
 
Jesus steps on the scene and rather than quote other rabbis, He simply stated with a quiet and compelling 
authority: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not murder’.  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with their 
brother will be subject to judgment” (Matthew 5:22).  Do you hear the authority in His teaching?  Who has the 
right to say such things?  Who has the right to actually improve on scripture? God.  As you can imagine, some 
people would find this kind of direct communication to be refreshing.  Others would be suspicious. 
 
The crowd at the synagogue did not have much time to wrestle with their thoughts.  A demonized man 
disrupted the service and became the first person to actually recognize Jesus’ true identity.  He yells out, “I 
know Who You are-the Holy One of God!”  Fascinating.  The demons knew who Jesus was before the disciples 
did.  This makes sense.  The demons had known Jesus since before time began.  James 2:19 tells us that 
demons believe in God.  This ought to make those who claim “belief” as their basis for a secure future in 
Heaven to think twice.  Demons believe and they clearly are not destined for Heaven. Wrap your mind around 
that and think through your own belief in Christ.  Is it any better?  How? 
 
With a simple command Jesus tells the demon to be quiet and to be gone.  There was no need for special 
incantations, or incense, or booklets on this man’s identity.  It is as if the demon knows where he sits on the 
food chain.  When the Lord says, ‘go’, there is no discussion or debate.  Jesus “spoke sternly” (v.25) and the 
lowling had to tuck its tail between its legs and leave.   
 
The result of this was an amazed and vocal crowd who spread the news about Jesus everywhere.  Verse 27 
indicates that while they were impressed by the miracle and impressed by His command of demons, what 
really stood out to the crowd was His use of authority.  They had never seen anyone take charge like this 
before. 
 
 
 
 
 
As you would assume, word began to spread like wild around the Galilean countryside.  While news spread, 
Jesus went with His men to the home of Simon and Andrew where Simon’s mother-in-law was sick with a 
fever.  Again, Jesus does something amazing.  Not only does He heal her, but notice the way in which He heals 
her.  He took her by the hand, helped her up and she was not only well, but immediately served dinner!  There 
was no recovery time.  Jesus speaks to demons and they immediately leave.  Jesus speaks to fevers and they 
immediately leave.  He rules the spirit world and He rules the medical world with unmitigated authority.  His 
commands are not even questioned!  Demons and fevers simply obey. 
 
This creates a firestorm of response!  Verse 33 says that by evening, “the whole town gathered at the door”.  
The whole town!  Jesus has become bigger than a rock star.  People are clamoring to meet Him and receive a 
miracle.   
 
I witnessed something similar to this while serving in Kenya a few years ago.  I participated in a medical 
mission trip of about 35 doctors, nurses and kids’ workers that was led by our daughter, Katharine.  The 
people of this region have no access to good medical care.  For many of them, this was the first time they 
received any medical attention.  There were many people who slept on the street outside the entrance to our 

What are the traits of someone who truly possesses authority and is confident in their position?   



clinic so they could be first in line when we opened in the morning.  We served over 3000 people in 5 days!  
These people were starving for medical care and when it came within their grasp, they lunged for it.  One day 
we had to call local police because a riot was forming.  The desperation was that intense! 
 
One can imagine that Jesus’ presence in town would invoke the same kind of frantic response.  People who 
had suffered with ailments for years or even decades, finally had hit the lottery and for the first time in their 
lives, the hope of recovery was in their grasp.   
 
What is the secret of Jesus’ power?  Where does He find the strength to meet all of the needs?  In verse 35 
Jesus rose early in the morning and found a solitary place to pray.  We often use busy-ness as an excuse for 
why we do not pray.  Jesus was too busy NOT to pray!  His demanding schedule meant that He needed to get 
alone with His Father.  Jesus demonstrated what a life looks like when it is intimately connected with God at 
all times.   
 
The disciples found Him and reminded Him that the ministry was going really well.  Everybody is looking for 
Jesus.  Crowd sizes were swelling, tickets were selling hot and fast.  The disciples thought the same way that 
we do.  We are impressed by the size of the clamoring crowd and we feed off of it.  The size of the crowd 
feeds our little egos.  The disciples assumed Jesus would be impressed the same way.  Yet, Jesus left the 
burgeoning crowd and went to other villages instead.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
We like to think that authority is unnecessary.  We believe that “freedom” means the ability to do whatever 
we want, whenever we want, without the interference of someone telling us what to do.  Being free of 
authority seems like a great idea until all hell breaks loose.  A natural disaster or a mass shooting and suddenly 
we scramble for answers, we look for who is in charge.  Down deep in our souls we actually long for authority.  
In rebellion we’d prefer to not think about it, but when trouble comes, we desperately need it.  Our problem is 
that in our personal experience, we have yet to find an authority who is not self-serving or abusive.   
 
This is where Jesus enters the picture.  He clearly has authority and the way He uses it surprises us. His gentle, 
but commanding leadership is refreshing.  He has caught our attention, but can we trust Him?  Is Jesus going 
to be like all of the other authorities in our lives who have only pretended to be on our side?  Or will He 
actually be on our side? 
 
What He does next begins to win our hearts.  Verse 40 tells us that a man with leprosy came to Him on his 
knees begging to be healed.  Then, for the first time in Mark’s writing, he reveals the way that Jesus felt about 
something.  Verse 41 says that He was, “filled with compassion”.  This is more than feeling bad.  The word 
literally means “gut-wrenching”.   Jesus was heart sick by a leper who threw himself at His feet.  Lepers were 
avoided and if a leper had the gall to approach you, you would spit on him and call the cops to arrest him.  
They were literally the untouchables of society.  Anyone reading Mark’s words in the first century would have 
expected Jesus to kick the leper in the teeth and chase him away.  This was a reasonable response to the 
leper’s audacious act.  Lepers were supposed to know better than to approach another human being. 
 
Instead, Jesus reached out His hand, He touched the man and He spoke gently, “I am willing”.  Again, as was 
the case with Simon’s mother-in-law and the demonized man in the synagogue, leprosy responded to Jesus’ 
command “immediately”.   Without delay, the moment the words left Jesus’ lips, the leprosy was gone.   

What is your impression of Jesus as a Person from what you’ve read so far?  Try to imagine what Jesus’ 
early morning conversations with His Heavenly Father were like.  What do you think they discussed?   



Jesus’ heart for a leper, combined with His power to cure is enough to win anyone who questions if His 
authority can be trusted.  With a heart like that and power like that?  Of course, we can trust Him!   And while 
we’re at it, let’s make plans to take over the world!  With Jesus at the helm, we could dominate any and every 
crooked government!  In our sin, we falsely think that with authority like this, Jesus could finally straighten 
things out for us.  But then we are confronted by the humility of Jesus.  Actually, “shocked” is more like it!  He 
tells the healed man to go and show himself to the priests and offer the prescribed sacrifices.  After 
demonstrating such raw power, Jesus counsels the man whom He just healed, to submit to the authority of 
the priests! Verse 43 says that Jesus gave the man a “strong warning”. In other words, this was not a casual 
suggestion.  Jesus insisted that the authorities be notified. 
 
Why would Jesus do this?  Imagine if we had this kind of authority.  We would not bother ourselves with the 
proper channels.  We’d be rogue and we expect Jesus to do the same yet, He doesn’t.  Are you surprised? 
Intrigued?  Mark hopes so! 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ display of authority mixed with humility is absolutely refreshing.  We rarely find powerful leaders who 
exhibit this kind of character.  Mark’s first audience would have never encountered such leaders.  In the 
ancient world, the term ‘servant leadership’ did not exist.  As we move into chapter 2 and the first part of 
chapter 3, we are given five stories and all of them center around how the religious leadership reacted to 
Jesus.  In quick succession, Mark gives us a solid contrast between the leadership of Jesus and how we 
typically experience leadership. 
 
Take a quick second and scan this section to see the flow.  Notice the five stories and how each one pits Jesus 
against religious leaders.  In the first story we see Jesus teaching in a house when four guys cut a hole in the 
roof and lower their paralyzed friend in front of Jesus for healing.  Jesus speaks to the man and says, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.”  Who talks like this?  He talks like the man had sinned against Him.  Correct!  The 
moment is not lost on the religious leaders who immediately label Jesus a ‘blasphemer’.   Timothy Keller says, 
“If He not only heals this man but forgives his sins as well, He’s taking a decisive and irreversible step down the 
path to His death.  By taking that step, He is putting a down payment on our forgiveness.”  Jesus then 
demonstrates His power to forgive by healing the man and telling him to walk home.  The man “walked out in 
full view of them all” (2:12).  Can you picture it?  Jaws dropped to the floor, eyes frozen wide open!   
 
Mark continues with his next story.  Jesus meets Alphaeus, otherwise known as Matthew, sitting in his tax 
collector booth.  Before we know it, Matthew throws a dinner party for Jesus and invited all of his tax collector 
buddies to join him.  Again, this draws the ire of the religious folks.  To which Jesus responds by claiming to be 
‘The Doctor”, Who didn’t come for people who think they’re healthy.  It was a gentle jab at the religious types 
who saw themselves as being better than they were. 
 
Still stinging from the rebuke at Matthew’s dinner party, the religious leaders confront Jesus again, this time 
about fasting.  Verse 18 says John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, so perhaps their sugar was low 
and they were “hangry” but they couldn’t help but notice Jesus and His disciples were enjoying hamburgers.  
They had to ask.  Jesus’ response was absolutely over-the-top.  He claimed to be the bridegroom and since He 
was present, you don’t fast at a wedding.  The problem with this is that in multiple places in the Old 
Testament, God is referred to as the Groom and Israel is the bride.  Is Jesus really saying what we think He is 
saying?  Yes!  He is God.  But it gets worse… 

Does Jesus’ humility surprise you?  Does His use of authority inspire you to submit to Him?  What is it 
about this that enables us to better trust Him and His leadership? 



The next story Mark gives us is about Jesus’ disciples walking through a grain field on a Sabbath and picking 
heads of grain to eat.  When confronted, Jesus told the religious leaders that He is the “Lord of the Sabbath”! 
Put your feet into the sandals of an ancient Jew.  They had honored the Sabbath for more than 2 thousand 
years.  It was the day that God commanded them to rest.  It was set aside as a day for worship.  Now Jesus, 
standing in the middle of a grain field tells them that He is actually the One they’ve been worshipping all 
along!  He is the focus of the Sabbath! 
 
Any Jew worth their yarmulka would have their blood boiling at this point, but Mark does not give us any time 
to even process it.  He punches us with another story about another Sabbath confrontation.  Jesus, Who has 
just declared Himself as “Lord of the Sabbath” is in the synagogue and Mark 3:2 tells us the religious leaders 
were watching Him closely.  Sitting in the service that day was a man with a shriveled hand.  It is hard to tell if 
Jesus is using the situation to pick a fight, or to prove a point.  He poses a question about how the Sabbath 
should be properly practiced.  Is it a day to do good or a day to do evil?  His question suggests that doing 
nothing about the man’s crippled hand is evil.  Worshipping together week in and week out and never doing 
anything to address a man’s obvious need is cruel, evil.  The religious leaders stayed quiet.   
 
At this point Mark gives us another glimpse into Jesus’ feelings.  Mark 3:5 tells us He was angry and deeply 
distressed by their stubborn hearts.  Think about it.  A moment ago we saw Jesus moved with compassion to 
touch and heal a leper.  Now, He is moved by anger at the stubborn hearts of men who were supposed to be 
shepherding God’s people.  We might excuse them for shunning leprosy.  Back then nobody knew how 
contagious it was and they feared the disease.  But a withered hand was not contagious, and these stuffy 
religious leaders lacked common decency to care about his need.  Rather than eagerly hope for a healing and 
celebrate this poor man’s recovery, these religious leaders were hung up on legal technicalities for what can 
and cannot be done on the Sabbath!  Jesus saw their hearts and was angered. 
 
After healing the man, you would think everyone in church that day would be happy.  Yet the very next line is 
“Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.”   
 
Stop. The Pharisees conspired with the Herodians? To give you context, this would be like a Bernie Sanders 
voter buddying up with a Trump supporter.  You could not find two more opposite groups of people.  Yet 
because of their mutual hatred for Him, they found a way to set aside political differences to rid themselves of 
this nuisance named Jesus.   
 
We have barely made it into the third chapter and already people want Jesus dead.  How do you think you 
would have reacted if you had witnessed these events?  Use the box below to write down your honest answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter Three:  Jesus the Lightning Rod 
 
READ Mark 3:7-35. 
 
Things are intensifying with Jesus.  Everything around Him is heating up.  Haters are saying He’s the devil.  His 
own family thinks He is nuts.  Followers are bringing friends.  Groupies are multiplying.  Disciples are becoming 
apostles.  We’ve mentioned it before, but the only thing worse than flat out rejection of Jesus is to treat him 
casually.  Those who think Jesus is just a good teacher have not read the Gospel of Mark!  He is a lightning rod.  
He draws fire from everywhere.  N. T. Wright says it this way, “How can you live with the terrifying thought 
that the hurricane has become human, that fire has become flesh, that life itself has become life and walked in 
our midst?”  This is what we see happening in Mark 3.  As the reader, we are being forced into a decision 
about Jesus.  What will we do?  What will you do? 
 
Jesus takes His disciples to what they hope is a nice, quiet lake side retreat center.  Verse 7 says a large crowd 
followed them.  News spread, and next thing they know, people from all over came to see Jesus by the lake.  
The region covering Judea, Jerusalem, Tyre and Sidon is a geographic spread of about 40 miles.  This is 
amazing when you consider they would’ve walked it!  The crowd was getting pushy, Jesus asked for a small 
boat so He could at least get a few feet between Him and the crushing crowd.  Again, Mark tells us that the 
demons called out Jesus’ identity which means so far, demons are the only ones who recognize Who He is.   
 
Mark 3:12 tells us Jesus gave demons “strict orders” not to tell who He was.  The demonic realm is opposed to 
God.  They have been in rebellion against God since Lucifer fell from Heaven and took a third of the angels 
with him.  Yet notice that they still fall under Jesus’ command.  Who orders around the demonic realm like 
they’re a bunch of low-level punks?  God.  Do you get it?  As his readers, Mark is telling us that Jesus is really 
God in the flesh! 
 
Our culture, while secular, has been “Christianized” in many ways.  One of the negative side-effects of this is a 
familiarity with Jesus.  We all think we know Him because we have heard about Him.  But those who never 
take the time to actually meet Him curse themselves to only knowing rumors, mere whispers of the reality.  
This is the beauty of Mark’s Gospel.  He introduces those of us with limited attention spans to the wonder of 
the real Jesus, not Hollywood’s version or a preacher’s version, but the real God-Man who changes everything. 
 
 
 
 
 
We read verse 13 and think of it as a small detail to help move the story, but actually Mark tells us something 
much deeper when he says that “Jesus went up on a mountainside”.  The rugged hills that surrounded the Sea 
of Galilee (The NIV calls them “mountains”.) provided a perfect hiding place for subversives and 
revolutionaries. In those days, as Israel languished under Roman rule, there were many such bands of rebels 
roaming the hills and plotting take-overs.   
 
When Mark tells us that Jesus took 12 disciples to the mountains, he paints a picture of Jesus as the leader of a 
new revolution.  Mark’s first readers who were Roman, would begin to wonder where Jesus’ first attack might 
take place.  Would they attack Jerusalem?  Or maybe a coastal city like Caesarea?  Any of Mark’s Jewish 
readers would see that Jesus took 12 men and immediately picture the nation of Israel which originally was 
formed around 12 tribes descended from Jacob’s 12 sons.  They would have begun dreaming about the 
restoration of Israel to her glory days.  It is true that Jesus was shaping His 12 disciples to lead a revolution, but 

Has anything changed about your opinion of Jesus yet?  If nothing has changed that you can identify, do 
you sense any shifts in your thinking?  How so? 



it was nothing like we might think!  Nobody fights like God fights.  When God fights, He dies.  We know this, 
but anyone following Jesus would not have imagined it. 
 
In verse 14 Jesus designates these 12 men as “apostles”.  This is the first time Mark uses this word and it is 
important.  The word “apostle” means “sent one”.  In the Roman Empire apostles played an essential role.  As 
Rome expanded her borders, she used “apostles” to Romanize the conquered territories.  An apostle was a 
Roman citizen sent from Rome to far-away lands with the goal of influencing those conquered people with 
Rome’s values and lifestyle. 
 
The role of Jesus’ apostles was to do the same thing but as representatives of God’s Kingdom.  They were to 
teach, influence and shape culture with the Kingdom’s values.  We are still called to do the same thing.  It 
hasn’t stopped.  We are experiencing a culture clash right now in the USA.  At one time, this nation was more 
or less shaped by values of the Kingdom.  As this nation becomes increasingly secular, the war against what we 
call “Christian” values is intensifying.  But the call to be apostles has not ceded.  The revolution we fight is not 
a political one.  It is not against human government.  Rather, it is against the government of hell. We live in the 
collision between hell’s government and that of Heaven.  This is why the abortion fight is so heated.  Hell 
comes to “steal, kill and destroy”.  Heaven comes to give life and give it abundantly.  Abortion is not a political 
fight.  It is a spiritual one, literally between life and death. 
 
All of this is to say that when Mark tells us Jesus took His men into the hills that day, he was beginning a 
revolution.  Jesus gave them authority, not to kill Caesar or march in the streets of Jerusalem but to drive out 
demons.  This is where the real battle lines are drawn.  1 John 3:8 tells us plainly, “The reason the Son of God 
came was to destroy the devil’s work.” 
 
 
 
 
 
In his typical style, Mark does not give us much time to process Jesus, the Revolutionary.  He quickly moves us 
to the next scene where Jesus is in a house and again the crowd is crushing in.  This time, the crowd is not 
pushing Him into the water, but rather interrupting His dinner.  His family hears about it and goes to ‘collect’ 
Him because they think He has gone insane.  Verse 31 says that it was His mom and His brothers who came to 
get Him.  This might be hard for you to swallow, but Mary thought her own son, Whom she miraculously bore, 
was nuts.   
 
The religious leaders chime in on the discussion by yelling, “He has a demon!  He’s Beelzebub!” Interestingly, 
the name “Beelzebub” literally means “Lord of the Flies”.  It originated back in ancient times when Canaanites 
worshipped the god Baal.  They would say, “Baal-Zebul” which means “Baal is Prince”.  When the Israelites 
caught wind of this, they changed it and made a play on words to mock it, by saying, “Baal-Zebub”, “Lord of 
the flies”. In time, this became another nickname for the devil.  So these religious leaders called Jesus the 
devil.   
 
Jesus, in His classic style (He’s so cool!  Don’t you love Him?!), used the opportunity not to defend Himself but 
to teach.  He does not react by calling them names, as they had just done to Him.  Instead, He points out the 
lunacy of thinking that He is the devil.  If He were the devil, why would He be casting out demons?  Aren’t the 
devil and demons on the same team?!  Instead, Jesus uses a thief as a word picture for what He has come to 
do.  The devil is a ‘strong man’ who has a house.  Jesus is the “Stronger Man” who has come in and tied up the 
strong man and begun plundering his house.  It’s a rough word picture but we get the point.  The devil is 

In your own words, how would you explain Jesus’ revolution? 



helpless to stop Jesus from robbing him blind.  If you think about it, Jesus isn’t really stealing from the devil 
but redeeming what the devil stole from Him.   
 
Either way, to call the Spirit in Jesus demonic is unforgiveable.  You might read this and call it “the 
unforgiveable sin”.  Church people often talk about it this way.  But consider what Jesus is really saying.  He is 
saying that by calling His works ‘demonic’, Jesus’ critics had started down a road from which there was no 
turning back.  It is not to say that God is especially angered by this sin.  Rather, it is to say that once you 
believe Jesus’ good works are of the devil, this is now all you will see.  It’s like if you believe that a doctor just 
wants to kill you, you will never consent to his treatment.  This will have devastating consequences. 
 
As we have been saying, there is no middle ground when it comes to Jesus.  Either He is a madman and we 
reject Him.  Or He is God and we revere Him.  But He is not just a mildly interesting historical figure. 
 
 
 
 
 
As chapter 3 comes to a close, Jesus leaves us with no other option but to either accept Him or reject Him.  He 
literally redefines what “family” means!  This is perhaps the most shocking and audacious thing Jesus has done 
so far.  This first century culture was what sociologists call a “shame/honor” culture.  Everything was done on 
whether or not it would bring shame or honor to your family.  An unruly son was not just a nuisance, he was 
an offense to his entire family.  Someone who failed in business brought shame to his family.  Their family 
bonds were extremely tight, far beyond what you might consider to be a “close family”. 
 
When Jesus’ mom and brothers came to get Him and He dissed them by asking, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” He was redefining family.  “Family” is not defined by DNA.  It is defined by our relationship with 
God as Father.  Galatians 3:26 tells us that we “are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ”.  Jesus is our 
eternal link to the holy family.  When you read the Bible and enjoy the exploits of faith giants like Abraham, 
Sarah, David, Ruth and many others you are reading about your family.  These are your ancestors, your roots. 
To know Jesus is to be forever linked to them. 
 
This does not mean we no longer must honor our parents or care for our families.  Scripture is very clear about 
our obligation to relatives (see 1 Timothy 5:8). It just means that we have a deeper and more lasting family 
bond amongst those who call Jesus, ‘Savior’.  
 
It is not hard to see why Jesus drew such fiery criticism.  He is calling for a revolution that impacts every strata 
of society: family, politics, religion, the individual.  Nothing about our world is left untouched by His hand.  His 
movement is thorough and reaching to the outermost limits of life. 
 
This is why many people reject Him.  A.W. Tozer said that people do not reject Jesus on theological grounds, 
but rather, on moral grounds.  By this he meant that people do not mind calling Jesus, ‘God’.  The reason they 
reject Him is because they know that to receive Him means He will begin to rule.  When He rules, He will 
change things. We prefer to run our own lives and keep Jesus on the side for emergencies. We’d rather not 
allow Him to disrupt our comfortable patterns and habits. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why do people approach Jesus casually?  Have you noticed how easily we take Him for granted?  Why? 

Is Jesus your personal life-coach Who offers you good advice?  Or is Jesus your very life, on Whom you 
rely for every single decision?  How do you know? 



Chapter Four: Jesus, the Teacher 
 

READ Mark 4:1-34. 
 
We are only three chapters into Mark’s Gospel and already we have seen that Jesus is a lightning rod for 
criticism and hatred as well as adoration and devotion.  His very presence challenges the powers that be, 
which in itself, gives evidence to the truth of Who He is.  His compassion combined with obvious power has 
made Him hugely popular with the masses, but are they willing to fully embrace Him and His kingdom?  Jesus 
has come to establish a whole new way of life.  Will the crowds follow Him into it?  Or will they fall away after 
the miracles cease and troubles heat up? 
 
Because the Kingdom of God is so radically different from the system of the world, Jesus now begins to teach 
us how it operates.  To do this, He uses “parables”.  The word “parable” literally means “set alongside” and it 
signifies something that is “set alongside” of something else in order to explain it.  Parables are not unique to 
Jesus. In fact, we have many examples of parables in the Old Testament (2 Samuel 12:1-4 & Isaiah 5:1-6, etc.).  
Not all parables were the same.  Some were narrative, like the story of the Prodigal Son.  Others were 
similitudes as in “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed.”  We have other parables that are allegories, 
proverbs, symbols, types, and riddles.  These all fall under the category of “parable”.  Jesus told 52 parables in 
all, and the brilliance of His teaching is that these parables still speak to modern readers. 
 
When understanding a parable, it is important not to dig too deeply into it.  Some of the details in a parable 
are simply meant to color the picture.  Typically, a parable is designed to only make one primary point which 
then calls for us to respond.  If we don’t understand it, we are in good company.  Even the disciples had to ask 
Jesus to explain them!  In fact, this is the heart of a true disciple.  Those who truly want to follow Jesus will 
take the time to ask and dig further.  Those who just want Jesus to solve their problems won’t bother to press 
in for more truth.   
 
This is what Jesus confronts in verses 10-12.  After telling the parable of the seed and soils, the twelve disciples 
asked Jesus to help them understand the “parables” (v. 10).  Notice the word is plural, which means the 
disciples were not just asking Jesus about the seed and soil specifically, but rather about all of His parables.  To 
which Jesus responds by saying Heaven has secrets that only disciples can access.  Everyone else will be left in 
the dark. 
 
This exclusivity makes us uncomfortable.  We think of hurt feelings and people being left out.  This was not 
Jesus’ intention at all.  Notice in verse 10 that even the disciples did not understand. This is why they asked 
Him for an explanation.  The difference between the disciples and those who were not, was a drive to learn 
more.  And this is precisely the purpose of a parable.  It is designed to draw out the honest student.  It is 
designed to see who rises to the top of the class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are ready to dig in, let’s dive into the first parable about seed and soils.  Imagine the scene: Jesus has to 
stand in a boat because the crowd has pushed Him right to the water’s edge.  As He surveys the crowd of 
faces, His heart is moved by them all.  He knows that everyone in that crowd had different reasons for coming 
to the meeting that day.  Rather than start calling them all out, Jesus tells this parable about four different 

Place yourself in the crowds that followed Jesus.  Would you have been part of the twelve who asked 
Jesus for more explanation, or would you have been content to remain uninformed?   Let’s make this 
more personal, how do you typically respond to a Bible teaching that you don’t understand?  Do you dig 
in for more, or do you scratch your head, call the Bible “weird” and move on?   



types of soil: hard, rocky, thorny and good.  Each of these soil types represents someone in that crowd of 
followers and how they respond to the ministry of Jesus.  These soil types still represent different responses to 
Jesus.  Take a moment and in your own words write what kind of response each type of soil represents.  
Remember, Jesus defined it for us in verses 13-20 so we really don’t need to guess.  Go ahead and write your 
answers here: 
 
Hardened- 
 
Rocky- 
 
Thorny- 
 
Good- 
 
Obviously, we all want to be the good soil and we can talk about responding more positively to Jesus’ 
teachings.  However, the emphasis of this parable is actually not on your response, but on the reach and the 
power of the seed.  The seed is “scattered” to all types of soil.  This is the heart of God.  He wants even the 
hardest among us to have a chance to receive His good news.  For those who receive it, the seed can 
powerfully change things.  In the heart of someone who responds, this seed produces a huge bumper crop.  It 
produces 30, 60 or 100 times what was sown!  In the ancient world, before they had irrigation systems and 
fertilizers, a really good crop return was 5-7 times what was sown.  Returns like Jesus mentioned were 
absolutely unheard of and impossible to even think about. 
 
What is Jesus saying?  Two things.  First, we cannot casually respond to Him.  You either hear His word and 
reject Him, or you hear His word, receive it and become changed by it.  If you think you can casually respond 
to His word, it will get choked out, scorched and do no good.  Isn’t this the sad state for many church people 
who hear the word of God every week and yet remain unchanged by it?  Second, if you receive the seed, your 
life will bear fruit, some 30, 60 and others 100 times what was sown.  The point is not that everyone produces 
hundred-fold, but everyone who receives the Word of God is changed by it.  Being changed is a natural 
response to the Word of God in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many years before the time of Christ, the prophet Zechariah encouraged his listeners to “not despise the day 
of small things” (Zechariah 4:10).  At this point in history, the ministry of Jesus did not look like much.  It was 
one pretty cool, miracle-working preacher and a handful of scraggly followers.  To the untrained eye, it would 
appear that Jesus was stirring up a revolt against the Romans, or perhaps trying to start a new sect of Judaism.  
You and I know differently because we sit on this side of history.  We know how Jesus’ story ends, or better, 
how it continues!  But they did not.  The Kingdom of God that Jesus came to establish on earth operates in an 
entirely different way than anything else we have ever seen.  Prior to Jesus’ coming, it was literally 
unprecedented.  We are familiar with governments rising and falling.  We have heard about empire building 
and military coups.  We know about ousted dictators and disgraced politicians.  This is all the stuff of earthly 
kingdoms.  But the kingdom of Heaven?  There is no earthly comparison.   
 

It is safe to assume that for any average church person, we have forgotten more truth than we have 
remembered.  This is one of the negatives about being surrounded by so much good teaching.  What can 
we do to avoid this problem?  What can we do to ensure that the Word of God we receive gets 
embedded in our souls and produces fruit in our lives?   



We know from the first parable about soils and seed that this kingdom requires a response. In verse 21 Jesus 
says it is also like a light.  Nobody turns on a lamp in order to cover it up.  The whole purpose of the lamp is to 
shine and to reveal.  This is the power of light.  It is as if Jesus is saying the light has now been flicked on.  The 
Kingdom has come and now we can see.  The other day my sweet wife asked me to get the car key out of her 
purse.  I rummaged through that thing, and pulled out everything but the key!  I finally had to bring the purse 
under a light, and then I found the key in a side pocket.  Feeling my way was not enough.  I needed light.   
 
The Kingdom of God is the light that humanity has needed.  We have been groping in the dark for too long.  
Light has come.  So, Jesus says, “Be careful what you hear” (v. 24).  Does something seem off about this to 
you?  After talking about light, why does Jesus tell us to listen better?  Light does not help us to hear, it helps 
us to see.  So why does Jesus tell us to hear?  
 
The Kingdom of God works powerfully in two ways.  As a light, it reveals all that needs to be changed.  But the 
message of Jesus also must be heard because He teaches us how to change.  Light shows what needs to be 
done, teaching tells us how to do it.  Therefore, listen carefully, your life depends on it.  This is in keeping with 
the theme of chapter four so far.  We all want to be that good soil who receives the truth, sees clearly and 
listens carefully so that we can maximize the benefits of this Kingdom.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Earlier this year our church renovated a section of our building to create a common space for coffee and 
hanging out.  When I first mentioned it to the Servant Team, I figured it might cost a thousand dollars or so.  
As the project progressed, it cost us nearly $13,000!  I grossly underestimated the cost of flooring, ceiling tiles 
and solid doors.  Thankfully, the Servant Team was able to figure out how to pay for it and the men who did 
the construction were able to stretch our dollars, but it will be a long time before they let the preacher talk 
about renovation!  The lesson I learned is that construction is not something we want to miscalculate.  The 
cost of materials can really add up! 
 
The Kingdom of God is something that many people mistakenly underestimate. It is easy to think that with all 
of His talk about love, Jesus can be taken lightly. Or, we hear the term “Kingdom of God” and think church 
stuff like hymns, pews and sermons.  It’s not much, “just” the kingdom.  It’s not much, “just” prayer!  How 
often have you prayed for something and then forgotten about it?  But the Kingdom of God is like a seed.  
Think about how powerful and enduring a seed is. 
 
Two years ago, we cleared out a section of our yard from brush and gunk.  After clearing it out, we graded the 
dirt, added topsoil and planted grass.  This past Spring, a lily popped up in the middle of it.  Somehow, there 
was a bulb under that dirt, and nobody knows how long it had been there.  Yet, against all odds, it sprouted.  
 
Jesus reminds us not to underestimate the Kingdom of God.  Like that seed, it is enduring and powerful.  
Never underestimate how far a prayer can go, or a verse of encouragement from Scripture.  It is bent towards 
life and nothing will keep it from living. 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark 4:24 tells us to consider carefully “what” we hear, not “how” we hear.  What we listen to is as 
important as how we listen to it.  Why is it important to be careful about what we listen to?   

How often have you underestimated the power of God’s Kingdom?  Have you ever shared a Bible verse 
with someone and thought “nothing happened”?  Have you ever seen a small crowd in church and 
thought, “this church isn’t growing?”  Heads up, the Kingdom of God will surprise you!   



 
In Isaiah 40:18 the prophet asks, “With whom then will you compare God?  To what image will you liken Him?” 
Obviously, there is nothing on earth that can rightly compare to God.  This is partly why making idols is so 
foolish.  There is no way to carve a chunk of marble that looks like God.  This was Isaiah’s point.  God is 
incomparable.  In Mark 4:30 Jesus asks a similar question: “What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?”  
There is no comparison to God, but to His kingdom Jesus can find a comparison.  It will shock you.  
 
Stop right here.  Try to imagine that Mark’s Gospel has not been written yet and you are in Jesus’ audience 
that day, when Jesus asks a question:  What is the Kingdom of God like?  Your first thought might be 
something like out of a fairy tale.  There’s a king, his castle and his loyal subjects.  Everything is beautiful and 
peaceful.  The streets are clean, people are friendly.  Children play in the streets, there is no crime, no 
protests.  So, what image might we use to describe such a kingdom?  Hmm.   
 
Then Jesus bursts your utopian dream world by answering His own question…a mustard seed!  What did He 
say again?  The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed!  You can picture the crowd that day with puzzled looks 
and scrunched-up faces.  What kind of kingdom is this?  Any of the soldiers who were waiting for an 
insurrection to swell, probably put their swords back into their sheathes and rested back on their heels.  This 
kingdom is like a mustard seed?  Nothing to worry about here! 
 
If you have been a Christian for very long you have probably run into this tension.  You have discovered that 
God moves painfully slow.  We wish He acted faster, but He often does not jump when we think He should.  
Why?  Does God lack the ability to move quickly?  Not at all.  He spoke the universe into existence.  Nothing 
can slow Him down.  God often chooses to work like this mustard seed: begin small, grow slow and eventually 
provide something solid for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Clearly the Kingdom of God works in a different way than what we expect.  It begins small and unnoticed.  It 
grows slow and steady.  Yet it demands a response and anyone who responds positively will be forever 
changed.  In fact, one changed life can reproduce 30, 60 or even 100 times itself in others!  This kingdom 
multiplies itself. 
 
Jesus is a Master Teacher.  Does His vision for the Kingdom grab your imagination?  A normal response to all of 
this is to think it is too good to be true.  How can such a Kingdom be possible?  A Kingdom that is gentle yet so 
powerful, subtle yet so life-changing cannot possibly be for real.  Can it?  If so, what is the source of its power?  
What sustains this kingdom in the face of all the other powerful empires and systems on earth? 
 
This is the question to which Mark turns next. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Chapter 5: Jesus, the ultimate power 

 
Read Mark 4:35-5:43 
 
The ultimate test of truth is, ‘Can you wrap it up in flesh and live it?”  Jesus is truth embodied.  The Kingdom 
that He established on earth is a kingdom of “power, not mere words” (1 Corinthians 4:19).  Many ideas look 
good on paper but in practice they simply do not work.  If there is one thing Jesus demonstrates, it is that 

Remember that Mark’s goal in writing is to convince us that Jesus is the good news that will radically 
change life as we have known it.   On a ‘10’ scale, how convincing do you think Mark has been? Why? 
What other arguments does Mark need to make in order to prove his point? 



God’s ways work and they work powerfully.  When you see Jesus, you are seeing God’s truth in action.  Jesus is 
living proof that God’s truth works! 
 
In the parables of Mark 4, Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God is truly one-of-a-kind.  Unlike every other 
kingdom that we know of, the kingdom of God is not built on domination.  It grows unnoticed at first but then 
instead of dictating, it serves and protects.  Many perceive the meekness of God’s kingdom as weakness. It is 
anything but. There is no army to defend it or iron fist to rule it.  There is no ruling class to prop it up or 
political machine to drive it, but this understated Kingdom is empowered by unimaginable muscle.   
 
The same inexplainable power keeping the entire universe together is what keeps the Kingdom moving 
forward.  Mark begins with a normal enough day.  Jesus and His guys get into a boat to cross a lake.  Mark 4:37 
says a “furious squall came up” but Jesus was sound asleep in the stern of the boat.  In fear the disciples woke 
Jesus up and questioned His concern for their situation.  Jesus woke up, told the storm to be quiet and then 
challenged the disciples’ lack of faith.  Then the disciples were terrified…of Jesus!   
 
Don’t miss it. They were afraid of the storm, but they were terrified of Jesus.  It is one thing to be in a storm 
that you can’t control.  It is quite another to be in a boat with the One who controls the storm!  Mark’s 
description of what happened is brief, but every detail matters.  Verse 39 says, “Then the wind died down and 
it was completely calm.”  The storm was raging and then in a flash, the waters were calm.  If you have ever 
been at the ocean during a storm, you know that waves can crash for hours after a storm settles down.  It is 
miraculous for Jesus to stop the storm.  It is on another whole level for every drop of water in that lake to 
immediately obey the command of Jesus, and be still!  
 
This story has echoes of stories like Jonah and the whale in the Old Testament.  He was also asleep on a boat, 
in a furious storm.  For Jonah, the storm stopped when he was thrown overboard.  For Jesus, the storm 
stopped because He said so.  Clearly, One greater than Jonah is here!  For these first century readers, the sea 
was a raging and perilous place.  Waters represented chaos in the ancient world.  They were unpredictable, 
untamable, fraught with dangers.  Yet here Jesus sleeps.  If He is not worried, we shouldn’t be worried, yet 
here we are.  Like the disciples, we find ourselves terrified by the wind that blows and waters that rage.  Like 
the disciples, we often question the goodness of Jesus for sleeping when we think He should be worrying.   
 
What are we to make of this Jesus?  Even the wind and waves obey Him.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
There’s another lesson to be taken from this story.  Jesus told the disciples that they were “going to the other 
side of the lake”.  When the men reacted in fear to the storm, Jesus confronted their lack of faith.  Either they 
forgot that Jesus told them they were going to the other side of the lake or, they thought the storm was 
enough to sideswipe Jesus’ plans of getting there.  Either way, they doubted what Jesus said that He would do.  
If Jesus tells you that He is going to do something, you can safely assume that He will do it.  We can cut the 
disciples a bit of slack because at this point in time, they were still unclear as to Jesus’ true identity.  They did 
not have the same advantage as you and me.  We have the completed story.  We have two thousand years of 
history that has built a solid case for the divinity of Jesus.  When God tells us that He will do something, we can 
rest in it. 
 

Think of time when you reacted the way the disciples did.  You were in a ‘storm’ and it offended you that 
God appeared to be sleeping.  What can we learn about God’s character from these times? 



Why do we struggle to rest?  Why do we struggle to believe God will do what He says He will do?  Our little 
‘boats’ start rocking in the waves and like the disciples we don’t think God cares much.  We get afraid.  We 
accuse God of indifference.  We forget that to follow Jesus means we follow Him into battle.  We are fighting 
in the heavenly realms.  We are waging a spiritual war that rages all around us.  Periodically, that spiritual war 
tumbles over into the natural realm where we physically live and our ‘boats’ rock. 
 
The next event that Mark writes about gives insight into why the storm happened in the first place.  Chapter 
five opens with them landing on the other side of the lake in the region of a people called “Garasenes”.  These 
people are also called “Gadarenes” because they come from the city of Gadara.  Gadara was part of a group of 
ten Roman cities called the “Decapolis” and was comprised mostly of Gentile people.  We might call this a 
“short-term missions’ trip” for Jesus and His disciples who spent nearly all of their time in Jewish contexts.   
 
They are immediately confronted by a man who is wildly demonized.  He lives in the cemetery, he cuts 
himself, he cries out in torment day and night, and he appears to possess super human strength.  Mark 5:6 
tells us he ran to Jesus and fell down at his feet.  Some translations of the Bible say he fell at Jesus’ feet and 
worshipped Him.  We have already learned from chapter one that demons believe in Jesus and are fully aware 
of His divinity.  Do not miss the irony that Mark is trying to show.  The disciples were just in a storm-tossed 
boat and fearfully assumed they were all going to drown with Jesus.  This wild-eyed, tormented man who has 
a raging storm in his own soul, falls at Jesus’ feet to worship Him.  The disciples were IN a storm and doubted, 
this man has a storm IN him, and he worships.  They doubted in fear.  The demoniac worshipped in awe. 
 
 
 
 
 
It is entirely possible that the storm on the lake was stirred up by Satan as a distraction from the mission to 
heal this Gadarene man. The way Mark writes the account leads us to connect the storm on the lake with the 
storm inside the man.  And, as clearly demonstrated, Jesus is Master over both!  In the same way that He 
made the wind stop and the waves settle with just a word, Jesus settled the demonized man.   
 
The folks of the town responded to Jesus in much the same way that the disciples responded to Jesus when He 
told the wind and waves to stop.  Verse 17 tells us that in fear they pleaded with Jesus to leave their region.  
They realized Someone truly great was in their midst.  It’s a natural response.  We all experience fear when in 
the presence of greatness.  We might call it “awe” or a “sense of wonder”, but really it is fear.  The disciples in 
the boat and these townspeople knew that Someone with immense power has entered their midst and they 
were terrified. 
 
The healed man had a very different response to Jesus’ power.  In verse 18, he begged to get into the boat 
with Jesus!  It’s ironic, isn’t it? The townspeople wanted Jesus to leave, but the healed man wanted to share 
His boat.  Why the different reactions?  For the once demonized man, the power of God had become personal. 
He was delivered by it.  For the townspeople, the power of God was something they observed and they were 
frightened by it.  Much like the disciples in the boat who had earlier watched Jesus stop a storm, these 
townspeople saw Jesus stop the storm in this man, and they were afraid.   
 
 
 
 
 

Who are you more likely to be when you are facing a raging storm in life: the disciples who doubt, or the 
wild man who worshipped?   

Have you ever experienced the power of God in a personal way?  How so?  How did this experience 
change the way you related to God? 



“Teacher, don’t you care?”  This is what the disciples cried as their little boat was swamped with water and 
Jesus lay asleep.  Clearly, they were mistaken.  They confused His lack of worry as a lack of concern.  Nothing 
could be further from the truth.  In stark contrast to the doubting, fearful disciples and as a compliment to the 
eager faith of the demonized man, Jairus offers us another response to the power of Jesus.  Jairus is the 
desperate dad at the center of the next event.   
 
Jairus is a synagogue leader.  This means he was not a rabbi, but he served as a chairman of the board for the 
local synagogue.  It means he was a prominent citizen in that small, lakeside town. None of that mattered 
though, because in this moment his little girl was dying.  It is interesting how crisis makes equals of us.  It 
doesn’t matter who you are.  When stuff hits the fan in our lives, we are all the same.  We all become 
desperate seekers for help and answers.  In this moment, Jairus’ little daughter was fighting for her life and he 
sought Jesus for help.   
 
As Jesus followed Jairus to his house, a crowd built around them.  Verse 24 says the crowd pressed Him 
(imagine the gates to Fenway just opened and you push through the turnstiles with thousands of other fans). 
Somehow in the midst of that bustle, a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years reached out and 
touched the hem of Jesus’ garment.  Verse 24 says that her bleeding stopped “immediately”.   
 
Think about what just happened.  For the first time, someone accessed the power of Jesus without asking Him, 
or without Jesus saying anything to them.  Prior to this, Jesus did miracles.  This miracle was done because she 
touched Jesus with faith.  God has come close enough to be available to the least of us.  God is close enough 
to be touched.  Yes, He can touch you…but you can touch Him.   
 
As Jesus talks with the woman, Jairus is waiting in the crowd.  Remember, this scene opened with Jairus 
seeking help, not the woman.  The woman is what we would call a ‘distraction’.  Can you imagine the anxiety 
rising up in Jairus’ heart?  His little girl is dying!  Every second counts and now Jesus is chatting with this 
woman!   
 
Don’t miss Mark’s message: The same Jesus Who was asleep in the boat, is now moving painfully slow through 
the streets.  The same Jesus Who seemed unaware of the storm, now seems unaware of the fact that a man’s 
daughter is dying.  And it gets worse. 
 
As Jesus is talking with this woman who just got healed (Praise God!  Good for her!), men came from Jairus’ 
house with horrible news: “Your daughter is dead”.  Let these words sit in your own heart for a moment.  
Perhaps you have heard news like this before?  Few things are more defeating than death.  Few things shatter 
our hopes and crush our souls more than the news of death.  It is so final.  It is nice that the woman got her 
healing, but while she was keeping Jesus busy, Jairus’ daughter was dying. 
 
Do you see what Jesus says to Jairus?  You’ll notice a theme: “Don’t be afraid; just believe”.  Fear and faith are 
opposites.  Either we live in fear or we live in faith.  Where fear is present, faith is absent.  Where faith is 
present, fear is absent. Fear is where the disciples failed in the boat, and fear is the reason why the 
townspeople asked Jesus to leave their region, now fear stands between Jairus and the miracle he needs.  Will 
he overcome it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Had you been in Jairus’ position, would you have patiently waited while Jesus dealt with the woman?  
Why or why not?  This is a hard question: in your relationship with Jesus, how much does fear prevent 
you from experiencing Jesus? 



There is one more sweet lesson that can be drawn from this event in Mark 5.  In verse 34, Jesus calls the 
woman with the bleeding problem “daughter”.  In verse 41, Jesus calls Jairus’ daughter, “little girl”.  Both of 
these are terms of endearment in the Greek language.  The word for “daughter” is literally “My young lady” 
and the word for “little girl” is a diminutive, a name that her mom might call her, like “honey”.  One was 
technically an adult, the other was a child, but for Jesus, both of them were His daughters.   
 
Of course, Jesus would stop for the woman who was bleeding.  She was His daughter!  And of course, Jesus 
would care for Jairus’ daughter.  She was His daughter too!  Verse 42 tells us that Jairus and his wife 
responded to this miracle with “great astonishment”.  The Greek word is a word from which we get our word 
“ecstasy”.  It literally meant to be “out of your mind”.  You can imagine the sheer joy of these parents as they 
canceled funeral plans and held their daughter…alive!  
 
What are we to make of this power?  Jesus commands nature.  Jesus commands the spirit world.  Jesus 
commands death.  Remember the lesson from last week.  His Kingdom is the mustard seed kingdom that is 
easy to underestimate.  Yet, here is the King and He commands unstoppable power over nature, the spirit 
world and death. 
 
Not only does Jesus command such power, but He uses it to settle queasy disciples, deliver crazy men, heal 
despairing women, to settle the anxious hearts of desperate dads and raise little girls from the dead.  Think 
about what you would do if you possessed this kind of power.  How would you use it? 
 
 
 
 
 
Before we finish our study this week, let’s take an extra minute to talk about the right use of power.  The 
Apostle Paul told the Corinthian church that the Lord gave him authority “for building you up rather than 
tearing you down” (2 Corinthians 10:8).  The Apostle Peter spoke to elders in a church and told them to use 
their authority by “not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3).  In 
Matthew 23:11 Jesus told His disciples, “The greatest among you will be your servant”.   
 
Power is never meant to advance the person who holds it.  It is always meant to elevate those around the 
person who holds it.  Power is given as a sacred trust.  Use whatever power that has been given to you to 
benefit those around you. 
 
Jesus’ life is an excellent study in the proper use of power.  He clearly held immense power and yet never used 
it for selfish purposes.  There is not one single example of a time when Jesus used His power to make Himself 
more comfortable.  His power was entirely given away in service to others.  This might be the thing that got 
Him into the most trouble.  What do you do with a man who has power like this yet uses it to calm fears and 
raise little girls from the dead?  His very existence is an affront to those who think they have power and use it 
to advance themselves. 
 
As our study moves into Mark 6, we see Jesus doing the unthinkable with His power.  He takes it next level.  
Not only does He use it to serve, but He gives it away and empowers others!  What is amazing is that in 
sharing His power, He doesn’t exhaust His own.  It is like His power is infinite, inexhaustible! If the powers that 
be were threatened by Jesus doing powerful things, just think of how threatened they were when Jesus 
shared His powers with ordinary people!   
 
 

Henry Kissinger reportedly said, “power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  Whether it 
was an abusive parent, coach or boss, etc. we all know examples of people who abused their power.  
What does Jesus demonstrate is the proper use of power? 



Chapter Six: Jesus, the Movement 
 
READ Mark 6:1-56 
 
One of Jesus’ famous sayings is John 12:24, “Unless a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and dies it remains 
only a single seed.  But if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  It is a lesson in multiplication, giving ourselves away.  It is 
easier said than done.  We all acknowledge the value of empowering others, but when it comes right down to 
it, it is just easier to do it ourselves.  Entrusting others with power can be risky-what if they do it wrong?  It can 
also be intimidating-what if they do it better than me?  Then I become obsolete!  At the end of the day, it is 
just more comfortable to keep doing it ourselves. 
 
But this is not the way of Jesus and His Kingdom.  This is not how Jesus uses power or how He created power 
to work.  Power increases as it is given away.  It decays and does damage when it is trapped within one 
individual.  It’s a lesson to which any successful business can testify.  The more people are empowered to 
make decisions that benefit the company, the more successful the company and Jesus practiced it long before 
any business gurus launched their consulting firms! 
 
In his book, “The first thousand years: a global history of Christianity”, Robert Wilken says that by the end of 
the first century, there were approximately 10,000 Christ followers.  This does not seem like much, until you 
march forward by centuries.  By the end of the 2nd century, there were 200,000!  By the year 250AD, there 
were one million believers and by the year 300AD there were six million Christ followers.  Wilken says that by 
300AD, Christians made up 10% of the Roman Empire.  Sociologist Rodney Stark calculates that Christianity 
has grown by 40% per decade throughout its history.   
 
“…But if it dies, it bears much fruit”.  Much fruit indeed!  In 2022, there are between 2.2 and 2.6 billion Christ 
followers around the globe!  By the time Mark is writing this Gospel in the early 60’s, there were about 10,000 
Christ followers scattered throughout the Roman Empire. They were a small group, too small to even be 
considered a sub-culture.  Each city may have had a handful of people who clung to Jesus as Messiah.  No 
doubt, they felt alone and when persecution heated up, they may have even felt abandoned and tempted to 
give up.  Mark has inspired us with the power and authority of Jesus, now he digs into the genius of Jesus’ life.  
He looks at Jesus, the movement. 
 
As a movement, Jesus started slow.  Those closest to Him, His family, neighbors, His childhood friends did not 
even want to be part of it!  Often those closest to you are the ones who least appreciate your impact.  This is 
certainly the way it played out for Jesus.  Fresh from the success of chapter 5, Jesus went to His own 
hometown. Mark 6:3 says, “they took offense at Him”.  Everywhere else that Jesus went, people clamored for 
just a touch.  At home, they pushed Him away.  Every other town could not get enough of Jesus.  His 
hometown didn’t get Him at all.  They tripped up over the fact that they knew Him as a kid.   
 
The tragedy of this encounter is found in verse 5, “He could not do any miracles there…”.  Do you see the 
problem?  Earlier, a woman merely touched the hem of His robe and was healed from 12 years of bleeding.  
Jesus did not even have to do anything to heal her.  She touched Him!  And here, at home, Jesus is prevented 
from doing miracles because of their lack of faith.  He wanted to serve them, but was held back. 
 
We need to be careful not to hang everything on this, but we certainly cannot ignore it.  There is a direct 
connection between the faith to believe for a miracle and the receiving of one.  We have all had 
disappointments in this arena, so please do not receive this as condemnation.  But how can we maintain a 
fresh heart as we approach God again for a miracle?  How can we persist in praying for the same thing and 
keep praying for it like it’s the first time?   



Is it possible that we have become overly familiar with Jesus?  We have enough history to know not every 
prayer gets answered the way we’d like.  We have enough experience to know that we can feel passionate 
about a need, plead for the answer and still come up empty.  Like these townspeople, our familiarity with 
Jesus has bred a bit of contempt and clouded the way we approach Him.  We approach Him, expecting to be 
disappointed and then are not surprised when we get disappointed.   
 
Can I ask you a personal question?  Are you satisfied with this arrangement?  Are you satisfied with keeping 
Jesus in a cage of your own unbelief as a way to protect yourself from disappointment?  Is it possible to bring 
your needs to Jesus with faith-filled expectation, casting all remnants of doubt aside, believing that He wants 
to heal?   
 
Romans 1:5 connects obedience and faith.  The truest evidence of your faith is not the miracle, but the fact 
that you obeyed God and pursued the miracle.  Jesus’ hometown kin never even got this far.  They stumbled 
over their history with Jesus and couldn’t humble themselves before Him to seek a miracle.  Let’s not repeat 
their mistake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Undeterred from the failure in Nazareth, Jesus continued to minister in the surrounding villages and then He 
does something utterly shocking.  He gives authority to His disciples to do the same miracles that He has been 
doing!  This is remarkable.  Jesus contains so much power in Himself that He can give it away and still be the 
most powerful One on the planet!  This is one way to define “Omnipotent”.  Someone who is all-powerful 
would be able to do this.   
 
Consider that this is still early in Mark’s Gospel.  Jesus is just getting started.  Would we entrust so much to 
men who had so little training?  Yet Jesus was so confident in the leading of the Holy Spirit that He gave these 
men power and authority to do what He had been doing.  What would you do if you received such power?  
Would you use the power for selfish things or perhaps build a name for yourself?  These men went out and 
told people to repent, they drove out demons and they healed the sick. 
 
This is similar to the message that Jesus preached in Mark 1:15 “The Kingdom of God is near, repent and 
believe!”  Repentance is the central message of the Kingdom.  We have twisted the meaning of repentance.  It 
is actually a beautiful word.  In education the focus is on learning but there is much to be unlearned if we are 
to grow forward.  In fact, the things we need to unlearn are probably more important than the things we need 
to learn!  For example, we need to unlearn being self-centered, when will we realize that life does not revolve 
around me?  We need to unlearn expecting that things will come easily.  The sooner we embrace hard work, 
the better off we will be.  We could go on and on.  The list of things we need to unlearn is long! 
 
To this, the message of Jesus and His movement is “repent” because God is introducing us to a whole new and 
entirely better way of living!  Sickness is part of the old order of things, it is the result of things we need to 
unlearn.  Therefore, repentance and healing often go together in the Kingdom of God.   
 
 
 
 
 

Given that you have probably experienced some disappointment in prayers that did not get answered 
the way you hoped, what are some practical things you can do to maintain a fresh, faith-filled heart each 
time that you approach Jesus for a miracle? 

What are some other lessons you need to un-learn of you are to begin adopting the better ways of God’s 
Kingdom? 



The story Mark tells next in chapter six does not seem to fit.  John the Baptist got beheaded, that’s sad, but 
why place it here in the text?  Look at verse 14 “King Herod heard about this”.  Heard about what?  Herod 
heard that Jesus’ disciples were going around the countryside preaching and healing people.  This made Herod 
nervous.  Why?  Because people were saying it was John the Baptist who had come back to life.  We live in an 
age of conspiracy theories, so it’s not hard to appreciate how rumors like this can spread!  In verse 16, Herod 
himself had come to believe that the ghost of John the Baptist was haunting the nation.  This theory had really 
picked up steam! 
 
Verses 17-29 give us a flashback to how and why Herod had beheaded John.  But why would Mark tell us this?  
What does it have to do with the movement that Jesus is launching?  In verse 30, the disciples come back from 
their very successful missionary trips and report in with Jesus.  The crowd was intense so Jesus offered to 
sneak away with the guys and do a little debriefing about their experiences.  The problem is that the crowd 
figured out where they were going and beat them there!   
 
Rather than grumble that these people won’t leave Him alone and chase them all away, Jesus does something 
amazing.  He feeds them dinner!  Actually, verse 37 says that Jesus told His disciples to feed them dinner!  
That’s right, the movement continues.  The disciples are not just preaching and healing, they are now feeding 
the masses.  But remember, Mark has placed the story of Herod beheading John right in the middle of this.  
Why? 
 
Mark provides a solid contrast between Jesus as a leader and typical human leaders.  Herod typifies what we 
have come to expect in human leaders.  He is selfish and uses his power to make himself look good in front of 
his drunken party friends.  He cares little about the people he leads.  The life of John the Baptist is disposable 
to Herod.  John’s own decapitated head is used as a party favor to impress Herod’s lunatic wife.  This is 
sickening. 
 
Standing against this bleak backdrop is Jesus.  He is a leader.  He does not horde power but shares it.  He 
empowers His men to serve, to feed, to heal.  This is the Kingdom that Jesus leads.  It is a Kingdom where 
people are cherished and empowered. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus sends out the disciples again, only this time they are in a boat.  Every word of this story is significant, we 
dare not miss them.  Mark is clear to tell us, “Jesus made His disciples get into the boat” (6:45).  He literally 
forced them into the boat while He went off to pray alone. Why?  Because they were about to learn another 
valuable lesson as envoys of the Kingdom!  The wind was working against the disciples so that they could not 
row the boat.  Mark tells us they “strained at the oars”.  Jesus saw them from where He was so He walked out 
on the water to where they were.  Yes, He walked on the water!   
 
Verse 48 tells us “He was about to pass by them”.  Try to picture this.  The guys are struggling to row their boat 
and Jesus leisurely strolls past them.  It is as if Jesus is saying, “I’m right over here fellas.  When you’re tired of 
working in your own power, give Me a call.”  Without Jesus, the disciples were straining.  But Jesus never 
strains, we have already seen this.  Jesus intentionally walked past them, waiting for their call. 
 
They mistook Him as a ghost and cried out in fear.  Jesus reassured them and said, “Don’t worry, it’s Me!”  
Verse 52 provides the valuable lesson: “They had not understood about the loaves, their hearts were 
hardened.”  The loaves?  Yes.  Remember what they had just done?  Jesus gave them the impossible task of 

As you read this chapter, what other differences do you see between Herod as a leader and Jesus as a 
leader?  Which leader would you rather follow?  Which leader will you imitate? 



feeding thousands.  Yet, when they worked with Jesus, every single person was fed.  There were even 
leftovers!  In Jesus, every need is met and every impossible task becomes possible.  Now Jesus finds them 
straining at oars to get across the lake, after He forcibly placed them into the boat.  He was teaching them that 
the power is all His.  Any work they did, and any work we do, can only happen as we stay connected with Jesus 
because He is One actually doing the work.  Notice that once Jesus stepped into their boat, the strain was over 
but when they operated on their own, they were as weak as ordinary men. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is unfair for us to look askew at the disciples’ hardened hearts.  After all, we share the same boat.  We do 
the same thing when we get a little taste for power.  We easily find ourselves stressed by the worry of all that 
we feel needs to get done.  A little bit of success and we feel pressured to keep it going.  A small set back and 
we get upset like something went wrong.  We look for someone to blame. In Christian circles we even have 
sayings like, “work as if it depends on you, pray as if it depends on God”.  What kind of foolishness is that?! 
We forget Jesus’ very clear instructions that “Apart from Me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  Like the 
disciples, we row harder and harder, straining against the wind and wonder why our service for God is so 
burdensome and ineffective. 
 
Mark finishes this section with an encouraging little snapshot of what happens when we stay in connection 
with Jesus.  Some amazing work gets done!  As soon as they reached their destination, more people clamored 
for healing and amazingly, anyone who even touched the edge of His cloak was healed.  In fact, verse 56 says 
that “ALL who touched the edge of His cloak were healed”.  They saw a 100% success rate.  Everyone and 
anyone who touched Jesus’ clothes were healed.  This is stunning.  When they were alone in the boat, they 
could barely row it.  When Jesus got into the boat, they immediately reached their destination and 100% of 
the sick people got healed.  Jesus is the game-changer, not us!  
 
When you think about it, miracles are easy for us because we don’t do anything.  Jesus does all the heavy 
lifting.  These people were healed just for touching His clothes.  The disciples had the honor of enjoying the 
ride.  Jesus promised that His yoke would be easy and His burden would be light.  He does it all.  We have the 
honor of being witnesses to His power. 
 
It makes me wonder when will I learn?  When will I learn that the weight of the world does not rest on my 
shoulders?  When will my own heart soften to the joyful reality of working WITH Christ rather than FOR Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether it is super heroes saving the world or underdogs defeating adversaries, we love power!  When 
have you felt powerless?  What did that feel like?  When have you felt powerful?  How did you use that 
power? 

Working with Jesus is like playing basketball with Lebron James.  He scores all the points and we get to 
share the trophy! But this does not mean we are inactive.  What role do we play in this great movement?  



Chapter Seven: Jesus, the Messiah  
 
READ Mark 7:1-8:30. 
 
When you hear the word “Messiah”, what comes to mind?  If you said, “Anointed One”, you’d be technically 
correct, but what does that mean?  Anointed to do what?  And is there really only ONE qualified to do it?  If 
you have difficulty in nailing down what “Messiah” means you are in good company.  For centuries, Jews have 
debated and wrestled with it.  Prophetic messages like:  
 

“Here is My servant, Whom I uphold, My chosen One in whom I delight; I will put My Spirit on Him and 
 He will bring justice to the nations” (Isaiah 42:1-2).   

Or, 
 “from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him…with righteousness  

He will judge the needy, with justice He will give decisions for the poor of earth…In that day the Root of Jesse 
will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to Him, and His place of rest will be glorious.” 

(Isaiah 11:1-10). 
 

There are many such messages sprinkled throughout the Old Testament scriptures that pointed to Someone 
who would bring justice, Someone who would deliver.  However, by the time we reach the life of Jesus on 
earth, Jewish leaders had codified religious life in such a way that these prophetic messages about a Messiah 
became entombed in a mountain of rules and regulations.  Promises of deliverance were defined in political 
terms.  Salvation was about managing sin rather than eradicating it. 
 
Jesus entered this landscape and while His powers were impressive, His teachings and behavior did not 
conform to their expectations of what “Messiah” would be.  For this reason, many of the religious elite 
rejected Him.  As we jump into Mark 7 & 8 we find Jesus again confronted by the religious leaders.  Only this 
time, it will lead to a divine revelation that Jesus is indeed the Messiah Whom the Bible promised would come. 
 
Remember that Mark is writing to a Roman audience.  They were not Jews.  Therefore, they were not aware of 
the intricacies of Jewish life and law.  They also did not have the hang-ups about what “Messiah” was meant 
to be.  It is interesting to note that in Mark’s Gospel, three persons recognize Jesus as Messiah: demons, Peter 
and the Roman soldier who guarded Jesus’ cross.  This means that the spirit world, the Jewish world and the 
Gentile world, all had testimonies to Jesus as the Messiah.   
 
As chapter 7 opens, Jesus is again visited by Pharisees and teachers of the law from Jerusalem.  The last time 
we saw these guys was in chapter 3 and they were calling Jesus “Beelzebub”.  These men hated Jesus!  So 
when Mark tells us that they ‘gathered around’ Him, we can safely assume it was not to sing His praises!  They 
confront Jesus about washing hands before dinner.  Does this grab you as petty?  These men are in the 
presence of God incarnate and their biggest complaint is that He didn’t wash His hands properly?  How silly!  
What is going on here?  This hand washing was not because of germs.  It was because they wanted to maintain 
“cleanness” before God.  It was a ceremonial handwashing meant to ensure that you could engage in all of the 
activities at the Temple or the local synagogue.  But you see, verse 3 tells us that this was not a law from the 
heart of God.  Rather it was from the tradition of the elders.  Over time, the elders developed rules called 
“fencing”.  These rules were designed to keep a person from accidentally sinning.  If you followed the rule, you 
would stay on the right side of the fence and not get into the danger zone where sin or uncleanness might 
occur.   
 
It was one of these rules that Jesus was breaking and this is what brought on the criticism of these men.  The 
funny thing is that Jesus does not even answer their question about washing hands.  Instead, He goes for their 



jugular with verse 6, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites.”  This is one of those ‘drop 
the mic’ statements that would end the conversation.  Jesus was not interested in wasting time with a stupid 
debate.  He went to the heart of the matter, “you are hypocrites!”  Think about it, if you called someone a 
hypocrite, the conversation would be over.  Yet Jesus is just getting warmed up.  He quotes Isaiah 29:13 
“These people honor Me with their lips but their hearts are far from Me”.  Ouch!  
 
“You have let go of the teachings of God and held onto the traditions of men.”  Think of it this way: There are 
two statements, one is direct scripture and the other is a religious tradition.  Which is weightier?  Scripture, of 
course!  Yet, these men actually clung to their religious traditions and abandoned the Word of God!  How so?  
To clarify, Jesus gave them an example.  He took an obvious one from the law of Moses about honoring 
parents.  The bible could not be more clear: “honor your parents”.  There are no conditions or “out” clauses on 
this command.  It stands as is.  Yet the elders’ traditions allowed people to dishonor their parents if they made 
something ‘corban’.  Corban literally means “devoted”.  As long as a person devoted something to God, then it 
could not be used for anything else.  So, by devoting their money to God, they would not be able to help their 
elderly parents.  These religious leaders were leaving their moms and dads in the cold, but they justified it 
because they were “devoted” to God.   
 
Before we judge them, we need to see that we do the same thing.  We carve out religious rules that suit our 
needs and fit our lifestyles.  We create religious ways of justifying our behaviors.  For example, God’s 
commands about our sexuality are very clear, yet people devise all sorts of ways around them to justify their 
deviant preferences.  Or, we quit serving in the Church because we are so busy.  We claim that we must be 
good “stewards” of our time.  This sounds biblical and nobody really can challenge it.  You’re being a good 
steward.  How can we argue with that?!  Yet, really we’re using stewardship as a way to sugar coat our own 
selfishness.  We quit serving, but we haven’t quit watching tv and we haven’t quit our sports commitments 
…but we’re being good “stewards”, right!   
 
Do you see how we do the same thing that the religious leaders did?  We let go of the teachings of God and 
hold onto traditions of men. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus isn’t finished.  He drops another bomb about the true condition of our uncleanness: “It’s what comes out 
of a man that makes him unclean”.   And verse 17 says then He left the crowd went into a house and shut the 
door behind Him.  He literally chewed out the religious leaders for their hypocrisy, then turned His back and 
just walked away.  (Wouldn’t it be cool to be a fly on the wall and witness that moment?!)   
 
If you recall, the heart of a true disciple is to seek more.  The crowd may have been stunned as Jesus walked 
away, but the disciples followed Him into the house and asked Him to clarify what He meant.  Jesus replied 
telling them that what you eat cannot make you unclean before God.  It’s just food.  Whether it is veggies or 
twinkies, it is all just food.  It goes in and then it goes out.  It does not touch the heart, and the heart is the real 
issue.   
 
Our heart is the root of our problems.  Our heart is where evil originates.  Sexual immorality, greed, theft, 
deceit, etc. are all heart problems.  This is where modern westerners get it horribly wrong.  The foundation of 
Marxism and Socialism is that the human being is basically good.  If society is perfected, then people will do 
just fine.  These people genuinely believe that passing more laws in government will cure our sins.  This flies in 
the face of scripture which teaches that society is broken because the people in it are broken.  Fix the people 

This is a hard one because it hits close to home for us, but please take it honestly.  Can you think of any 
other ways in which you have justified disobedience to God’s Word by clinging to a religious tradition? 



and society will correct itself.  No amount of laws to curb violence and no amount of “kum bah yah” to make 
people more tolerant will ever work.  The heart is “desperately wicked”, Jeremiah says.  We lack the ability to 
fix it.  
 
This is where Jesus’ sermon ends.  We are left with needing to evaluate our own hearts.  The evil that I commit 
is not because the devil made me do it, nor is it because I grew up in the wrong environment.  The evil I 
commit is because my heart is evil.  How can it be changed?  For now, this question is left unanswered.  Mark 
builds on this with a few more excerpts from Jesus’ life before unveiling the answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
There was one thing that Jesus and the Pharisees agreed on: we are all defiled.  They disagreed about how it 
happened: Jesus said that it comes from the heart.  The Pharisees said that it comes from our behavior.  But 
they certainly agreed on the fact that we are all broken!  What do we do about it?  Rather than become more 
religious, we get honest and humble.  We approach God empty.  We cannot impress God with our goodness, 
but we can melt His heart with honest humility. 
 
Mark portrays this spirit brilliantly with his next two stories.  Jesus tried to get away from the crowds by 
retreating to the Gentile city of Tyre.  However, it did not take long before people found Him again!  A Greek 
woman begged Him to deliver her demonized daughter.  Jesus’ response to her seems harsh. He called her a 
dog and He refused to do the miracle!   
 
This looks really rude.  It offends our notions of sheep loving, meek and mild Jesus.  There is no way that He 
just called a desperate woman, a “dog” and refused to help her!  No way!  Right?!  Right?! This is exactly what 
Jesus did.  And it was even offensive in their culture.  So why?  Because Jesus clearly knew this woman’s heart.  
She was too desperate to get offended.  She had no other options.  Jesus was her only choice so getting 
offended by Him was not an option.  She needed Him. 
 
Jesus knew this and so hindsight tells us that He used it to illustrate a powerful lesson for us about humility.  A 
humble person is impossible to offend.  To a hungry person, even crumbs will suffice.  Unlike the pharisees 
and teachers of the law who got offended that Jesus didn’t wash His hands properly, this woman looked past 
great offense because she knew that she could not fix her problem.  She needed a savior and she needed Him 
immediately.  She illustrates the kind of heart we are all supposed to possess. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus left Tyre and went into the region of the Decapolis.  If you recall, this is the same region where the 
healed demoniac went and shared his testimony in chapter 5.  So, it is not surprising that while there, people 
brought a deaf/mute man to Jesus for healing. 
 
In verse 34 Jesus does something that catches us by surprise.  Before healing the man, Jesus sighed.  Mark tells 
us Jesus looked up to Heaven and with a “deep sigh”…. Why would Jesus sigh? Was he frustrated?  Was He 
annoyed, or tired?  Probably not.  Everywhere Jesus went, He was surrounded by broken people.  Some of 
them could not see their brokenness, like the religious leaders, but they were all broken.  This is not the way 

Have you ever blamed someone else for making you angry?   Or, have you ever had lustful thoughts and 
blamed the other person for dressing provocatively?  What does Jesus’ teaching reveal about that?  

How about you?  Would you be offended if Jesus called you a ‘dog’?  Why or why not? Is it possible that 
you have missed out on miracles because you got offended by the way God responded to you? 



we were meant to be.  God created us perfect.  He created the world perfect.  God designed the world to 
operate in total harmony with mankind and vice versa.  All of this brokenness started from one choice.  Adam 
and Eve chose to walk away from God and find knowledge on their own.  Sin entered the picture and began to 
gum up the works.  As beautiful as our world is, can you imagine how much more beautiful it would be if sin 
had never broken it?  As amazing as the human being is, can you imagine how much more amazing we would 
be without sin to defile us?  Jesus sees a man who is deaf and mute and a crowd begging Him to do something 
about it.  He sighs.  Problems.  Busted.  Broken. It is a world that Romans 3:23 says has “fallen short of the 
glory of God.”  Fallen short indeed! 
 
What can be done about it?  The better question is, “Who can do something about it?”  Jesus certainly 
appears to be capable of solving these problems.  After healing the man, the crowd who brought him to Jesus 
summed it up in verse 37, He “has done everything well!”   
 
Remember, Mark is bringing us to a conclusion, but we are not there yet.  He is building the case for Jesus as 
Messiah.  So far, Jesus is a strong candidate but Mark hasn’t led us to that yet.  Chapter 8 opens and Mark 
takes another approach in building his argument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It would seem Jesus has a catering ministry.  Of all the miracles He performed, Jesus actually multiplied bread 
and fish twice.  As chapter 8 opens, Mark tells us “During those days another large crowd gathered”.  After 
spending three days with Jesus and nothing to eat, Jesus grew concerned for their well-being.  We’ve already 
noticed how Jesus does not seem to be in a hurry.  How many of us would make it three days in a meeting 
without snacks?   
 
This event was significant because God promised that He would one day raise up a prophet like Moses who 
would speak God’s exact words (Deuteronomy 18:18).  Over the centuries, this scripture shaped the way many 
Jewish people imagined the Messiah.  Since Moses is known for daily manna as Israel wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years, Jews had come to think that Messiah would repeat this miracle and also serve manna.  
 
The fact that Jesus did this miracle twice is a clear messianic message.  Jesus is that Moses-like prophet whom 
God has raised up to speak God’s exact words.  The message was not lost on the Pharisees who questioned 
and tested Jesus, asking for a sign from Heaven.  Mark 8:12 says that again, Jesus “sighed deeply”.  This is the 
only place in the Bible where this word appears and it means a deep, guttural groan.  Their lack of belief and 
their blatant disregard for the work of God in their midst was troubling to Jesus.  These men had just 
witnessed a Moses-like, ‘manna’ miracle for the second time and they demand that Jesus give them a sign to 
prove Himself.  How much more obvious could it be?  It’s a good question for us.  It is easy for us to be blind to 
the work of God happening around us.  God does one miracle and we ask for a bigger one.  How much does 
God need to do to demonstrate that He is here and He is for us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An evil heart is a major problem.  It has not only corrupted us, but everything around us.  We have the 
whole story so we know how it ends.  How does the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus solve the issue 
of our evil heart?  And how does that also bring healing to the natural world? 

God is at work all the time around us.  What are some reasons why we miss God’s hand?   



Sadly, Jesus’ enemies were not the only ones unable to see that He was the true Messiah.  His closest disciples 
also struggled.  This what Mark shows us in the next two vignettes, which are both about blindness.  In the 
first, Jesus makes a somewhat cryptic warning to the disciples about the “yeast of the Pharisees and Herod” in 
Mark 8:15.  The disciples quizzically wrestled together about what Jesus meant.  To which Jesus replied by 
quoting the prophet Jeremiah: “Do you have eyes but fail to see?”  This is a quote from Jeremiah 5:21. Jesus is 
not chastising them for being blind, He is warning them that they are in danger of going the same way as 
ancient Israel in Jeremiah’s day.   Jeremiah passionately warned his people to return to God or face exile and 
certain doom.  The weeping prophet was appalled at the blindness of his people and their stubborn refusal to 
repent.   
 
Jesus quotes Jeremiah to suggest that if the people of His day did not see the obvious Messianic signs 
happening in their midst, they would also face certain doom.  This warning extended to His own disciples, who 
appeared to struggle as well.   
 
Mark continues with another story of Jesus healing a blind man in the town of Bethsaida.  Unlike other 
miracles that Jesus performed, this man’s healing came in stages.  At first, the man saw people as “trees 
walking around”.  Then, after another touch, the man’s sight became crystal clear.   
 
At this point, we have to notice the brilliance of Mark as a writer.  He is bringing us to a climactic 
understanding where we recognize Jesus as the Messiah.  To do this, Mark puts two stories of blindness back-
to-back and links them.  In each story Jesus pulls the subject away from the crowd and speaks privately to 
them.  And, in each story, sight is restored in two stages.  To see it, you need to take Mark 8:14-30 as one 
whole section.   
 
In verses 14-21 Jesus pulls the disciples aside and warns them against the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod. 
The Pharisees represent religion and Herod represents politics.  As we have seen, the Messiah is neither a 
religious figure nor is He a political figure.  Jesus did not come to start a new religion and Jesus did not come to 
launch a political revolt.  Jesus warned the disciples about this misunderstanding but they did not get it.  Then, 
Mark takes us to the next snapshot in verses 22-26, of a blind man in Bethsaida who was also taken away from 
the crowd.  Jesus heals this man in two stages.  Finally, Mark circles back to the disciples in verses 27-30 where 
the second stage of their healing occurs.  Jesus asked them directly, “Who do people say that I am?”  To this, 
Peter replies, “You are the Messiah”.  In other words, what they could not see when talking about leaven, they 
could now see clearly.  A miracle had occurred, Peter received a direct revelation from God highlighting Jesus 
as the long-awaited Messiah. 
 
This is a hinge point in Mark’s Gospel.  He has just told us plainly who Jesus truly is.  Mark is showing us that 
like the disciples and like the blind man of Bethsaida, our own understanding of the Messiah will take time.  
There are many things we will need to unlearn in order to embrace Jesus as the answer.  But make no mistake, 
He is the One for Whom we have been searching! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In spite of all the signs in front of them, people in Jesus’ day struggled to embrace Him as the Messiah. 
Based on what you’ve read in Mark so far, why do you think they struggled to believe?   
 
Many modern people are willing to say that Jesus was a good teacher, but they stop short of embracing 
Him as the one and only Savior of the world.  Why do you think it is so hard for modern people to make 
this step of faith?        



A quick recap: We have reached the half way point in Mark’s gospel.  If this were a made for television movie, 
Mark 8:30 would be the dramatic pause for commercial break.  Peter has just announced that Jesus is indeed 
the Messiah.  Mark has spent the first half of his gospel building to this point, leading us to the same 
conclusion as Peter.  Surely, He is the One!  We have already noticed that people had differing expectations 
and opinions about the Messiah.  Mark will now spend the rest of his gospel redefining what ‘Messiah’ 
actually came to do.  After all, since Jesus is the Messiah, He is in the best position to explain His purpose. 
 
Do you see the flow of Mark’s argument so far? His first four words declare that he is writing a “gospel”.  This 
means literally “good news that will change everything about your life”.  What is the “gospel”?  Mark says that 
Jesus, the King has come.  Then, Mark sets out to make a case for why Jesus’ coming is the “gospel”.  He shows 
us Jesus’ authority over nature, the spirit world and sickness.  Then Mark tells us that Jesus is a lightning rod 
for criticism.  His presence clearly shook up the status quo.  Then Mark gives us a sampling of Jesus’ teachings 
on the Kingdom and how it is radically different from the kingdoms of the world.  As the King of this kingdom, 
Jesus exercises absolute power but He uses it in a surprisingly refreshing way.  Unlike Herod, who used his 
power for personal gain, Jesus used His power to serve.  Even more, Jesus gave His power away and 
empowered His followers to do the same miracles He was doing.  Jesus launched a movement!  This 
culminated in a flat-out statement made from the lips of Peter that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the Messiah 
for Whom the world has been waiting. 
 
But there is more.  The words of N.T. Wright say it best: “It is vital to be clear at this point.  Calling Jesus 
‘Messiah’ doesn’t mean calling Him ‘divine’, let alone ‘the second person of the Trinity’.  Mark believes Jesus 
was and is divine, and will eventually show us why; but this moment in the gospel story is about something 
else.  It’s about the politically dangerous and theologically risky claim that Jesus is the true King of Israel, the 
final heir to the throne of David, the One before whom Herod Antipas and all other would-be Jewish 
princelings are just shabby little imposters.”1 
 
All others are “shabby little imposters”.  Imposters indeed!  Jesus is unlike any other King in history.  Before we 
go further, are we willing to lay aside our expectations of Jesus and allow Him to reveal Himself to us?  We all 
have our impressions of Jesus.  Many like to think of Him as a sheep loving, children hugging, meek and mild 
rabbi.  But what if He is terrifyingly more than that?  Are you prepared to embrace Him?  
 
 
 

Chapter Eight: Jesus, the suffering servant.  
 
READ Mark 8:31-10:52. 
 
We know of powerful people who use their power to get others to do their bidding.  We are familiar with 
politicians who, from the comfort of their plush offices, send our young men and women off to fight and die in 
politically motivated wars.  We are jaded, this is what we have come to expect from human leaders. 
 
Jesus enters the world and He moves in an entirely different way.  He gives Himself without reservation.  He 
empowers others.  He lays down His life for His friends, and enemies.  As Christians we are comfortable with 
this.  Where we become uneasy is when Jesus asks us to follow Him.  Following Jesus means a willingness to 
die right along with Him.  This is why Jesus is so terrifying. We want to follow.  He is so good. His power and 
presence are so inviting!  But then He dies and He tells us to join Him.  We feel like the 9-year-old standing at 
the edge of a high dive platform at the pool.  We want to jump, the water looks inviting, but the fall sends 

 
1 Wright, N.T. Mark for Everyone.  Westminster John Knox Press, 107. 



shivers into our bones. Is there a way to follow Jesus without dying?  No.  And this is where following Jesus 
gets really uncomfortable. 
 
As Mark begins to explain the purpose and mission of the Messiah, he begins with the end.  In Mark 8:31-9:1, 
Jesus predicts His death.  Peter was obviously disturbed by it and took Him aside to rebuke Him.  Did you catch 
that?  Peter has just had a revelation that Jesus is the Messiah and now he wants to be in charge of Jesus’ 
public relations.  The whole dying thing does not fit the image Peter had for the Messiah, so he felt the need 
to straighten Jesus out.   
 
Have you ever done the same thing?  Like, why wouldn’t God heal someone and prove that He is powerful?  
Have you ever prayed, “God, do this miracle so that others will believe in You”?  And then have you been 
disappointed because He didn’t do it?  Sometimes it feels like God enjoys bursting our bubbles.  He refuses to 
fit into our box!  Peter had a box labeled “The Messiah and how He should behave”, and Jesus’ talk about 
dying did not fit.   
 
Jesus responded to Peter with His own rebuke, “Get behind Me, Satan!”  Some scholars believe that Jesus was 
speaking to Peter and actually calling him “Satan”.  Other scholars think that in this moment, Satan possessed 
Peter.  And other scholars believe that Satan was standing behind Peter, inciting him to speak and Jesus was 
not speaking to Peter, but directly to Satan.  Either way, Mark makes his point crystal clear: Messiah has come 
to die and we need to come to grips with it. 
 
In fact, not only has Messiah come to die, but anyone who wants to follow Him, must also “take up his cross 
and follow” (aka. “must also die”).  This is an unfamiliar message to many modern evangelical churches.  We 
preach “ask Jesus into your heart and live your best life now”.  We sell a gospel that does not require the 
death of its followers.  Yet Jesus clearly says, “if you lose your life for Me and the gospel, you will save it” (Mark 
8:35).   
 
Jesus offers us something that no earthly kingdom can give.  He offers freedom to our very soul.  Many have 
chosen to put their roots down in this world even though their soul shrivels as a result.  Jesus offers us another 
way.  It flies directly opposite of anything in this world but to those who choose it, life will return to your soul.  
Have you noticed that with all of our emphasis on the self, we are more confused about ourselves than ever 
before?  The key to finding ourselves is not in reshaping our own identity.  It is not in identifying as something I 
choose to be.  The key to finding myself is actually dying to myself. 
 
 
 
 
 
In typical fashion, Mark does not allow us to sit with this for long before he shocks us with another reality.  
Mark 9:2 says, “after six days…”. Six days after what?  Six days after that mountain top moment when Peter 
realized Jesus was the Messiah.  Jesus took Peter, James and John privately to a high mountain.  We 
traditionally call this place, “The Mount of Transfiguration”. That’s not what they would have called it.  Yet, in 
this moment, Jesus was transfigured before them and they saw Him in glory talking with Moses and Elijah. 
 
Peter was so terrified by this that the best thing he could do was offer to build three “shelters”.  The word 
“shelter” is the Greek word “skene” which is often translated as “tent”.  It can refer to any type of temporary, 
tent-like structure.  However, it is also translated as “tabernacle” or “temple” throughout the Book of 
Hebrews.  In Revelation 15:5, it is used to reference the very sanctuary of Heaven!  Peter is doing more than 
suggesting a few pup tents.  He is thinking of three temples and this is why his suggestion was crazy.  Peter is 

Does this change things for you? Why do you follow Jesus?  Is it because you were promised a better 
life?  Are you willing to die for Jesus?  Honestly, how well do you live for Him?  Isn’t it safe to assume 
that you will not die for Him, if you are unwilling to fully live for Him?  Think about it.         



wanting to build a temple for Jesus, a temple for Elijah and a temple for Moses.  Peter was proposing to start 
three new religions with Moses, Elijah and Jesus at their centers.  Peter treated Jesus equally with Moses and 
Elijah!  Thankfully, the scriptural record is gentle with Peter.  Verse 6 says he did not know what he was talking 
about because he was so scared.  But isn’t this just like us?  We have a great experience with God, then turn it 
into a religious rule by insisting that everyone else experience the same thing?  Think about how many 
Christians judge the worship expressions of other Christians whom they deem to be “less on fire”. 
 
God’s voice boomed from a cloud, making His heart crystal clear: “This is My Son, Whom I love.  Listen to 
Him!”  This eliminated any confusion in Peter’s mind as to Who was most important on that mountain.  Elijah 
and Moses were not God’s one and only Son.  Elijah and Moses were used by God in their generations and as 
great as they were, they paled in comparison with Jesus.  As quickly as the whole thing started, it ended.  In a 
flash, Moses, Elijah and the cloud were gone, leaving three trembling disciples alone with Jesus. 
 
What is Mark telling us?  Remember that in 8:29, Jesus is revealed as the Messiah.  Then Mark sets out to help 
us understand that Messiah came to die.  Peter misunderstood it, but Jesus set him straight.  Then, Mark takes 
us to another scene where Jesus is transfigured in glory, yet even in this, He references His impending 
resurrection.  To which, the three disciples begin debating what “rising from the dead” means.  
 
Obviously, it will be a process for the disciples to fully understand the purpose of Messiah.  As the author of 
this gospel, Mark is drawing us as the readers, into the same process.  Do we fully understand why Messiah 
had to come and what He came to do?  Do we believe?  This is the question we are challenged with as the text 
continues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we mentioned previously, if we only read Mark’s gospel one vignette at a time, we will miss the flow of the 
whole text.  At this point in the text, Mark is helping us to see that Jesus, the Messiah has come to suffer and 
die.  This flies in the face of our fantasies of a Messiah who will come and beat down all oppression to 
establish a peaceful world order where everybody gets along and rides unicorns.  Mark is rattling our cages to 
shake out any misunderstandings we may have about the Messiah. 
 
A Messiah who dies is definitely not on our radar and is hard to believe.  So Mark brings us to another 
snapshot from the life of Jesus that addresses our unbelief.  Apparently, while Jesus, Peter, James and John 
were enjoying their mountain top experience, the other 9 disciples were getting into trouble.  Mark paints 
quite a hectic scene for us:  there’s a demon-possessed boy, a desperate father, a hostile crowd and nine 
dazed disciples who can’t figure out why they are powerless to help the boy. 
 
The words are used carefully, so let’s not miss them.  Jesus appears to chide the crowd for their unbelief.  He 
says, “How long shall I put up with you?”  Let’s be clear, Jesus is not being snarky or sarcastic.  Sarcasm is not 
His way and the moment is too important to cheapen it with subpar language.  This is not sarcasm.  It is a 
statement of authority.  “I am here for you, but you are not understanding it yet”.  But the text does not stop 
here.  As the boy convulses, Jesus calmly talks with dad about his son’s condition.  This leads to a confession, “I 
do believe, help me overcome my unbelief!” 
 

Before moving on, let’s stop and think:  The transfiguration of Jesus is similar to what happened on 
Mount Sinai in Exodus 19.  There Moses and Israel were at a mountain, God appeared in a cloud, and 
God spoke to them and told them to obey the commandments.  When God’s voice told the disciples to 
listen to Jesus, was He giving a new set of commands to follow, or was something else happening?     



This serves as a secondary central statement in the Gospel.  The primary statement is Peter’s confession of 
Jesus, the Messiah.  The secondary statement is “help me to believe”!   Notice that at this point everything 
gets more difficult.  In the first half of the Gospel crowds flocked and merely had to touch Jesus’ clothing to 
get a miracle.  Now, faith is hard.  The disciples, who had succeeded in earlier mission trips, now found 
themselves struggling.  The crowd seems to be anxious.  The father wrestles with faith.  Even Jesus appears to 
feel the challenge of His mission.  Have you noticed this dynamic in your own walk with Christ?  The longer you 
walk with Him, the greater the difficulty.  Faith does not get easier, it gets harder.  This can be unsettling as 
Christians but it is comforting to know that we are not the only ones.  It even happened within Jesus’ own 
ministry! 
 
 
 
 
 
Verse 32 leaves you feeling awkward for the disciples, doesn’t it?  Jesus drops another bombshell about His 
death and resurrection in verse 31.  The disciples still don’t understand it, but after the whole chaotic scene 
with the demon possessed boy, nobody was in the mood to talk about it.  We can imagine them quietly 
walking back to the town of Capernaum but evidently, they were not totally silent as they walked.  In verse 33 
Jesus asks them about what they were arguing over as they walked.  After all the mess with the demonized 
boy, they were arguing…about which of them was the greatest!  
 
This would be funny if it weren’t so sad.  After their colossal failure, they have the audacity to argue about 
which of them is the greatest disciple.  But notice, they did not want to admit it to Jesus.  In verse 34, “they 
kept quiet”.  So something in them knew the silliness of it all.  Yet Jesus, the consummate Teacher, uses the 
opportunity to give a series of valuable lessons to all of us who call ourselves His ‘disciples’: 
 
Lesson #1: If you really want to be first, then put yourself at the end of the line.  The greatest in the Kingdom is 
actually the one who serves, not the one in the spotlight. (Mark 9:33-35) 
 
Lesson #2: The way we treat those whom we perceive to be inferior is a direct reflection of our love for God. 
(Mark 9:36-37) 
 
Lesson #3: There are only two teams.  A person is either for Jesus or against Jesus.  The devil does bad, Jesus 
does good.  So even if someone is not a follower of Christ, per se, if they are doing good work, leave them 
alone.  This has many ramifications for us as we seek to bless the community around us.  If there is a group 
with whom we do not align biblically, can we work with them to accomplish something that benefits the 
community?  (Mark 9:38-41) 
 
Lesson #4: Children are vital and God takes it personally when anyone screws up a child. This is a hugely 
powerful warning to any educator or community leader who is teaching things that cause gender confusion in 
school children. There will be hell to pay!   As Christ’s disciples, we ought to be the loudest defenders of 
children because Jesus actually mandated in Mark 9:42-50. 
 
 
 
 
 
As we move into chapter 10, Jesus continues teaching, but Mark expands it to include crowds and even 
religious leaders.  The first lesson is on divorce.  To appreciate the background, it is important to look at verse 

If you have walked with God for any length of time, you have probably noticed that if you’re growing, it 
gets harder, not easier to follow Jesus.  What kinds of things can you do to stay encouraged and not give 
up fighting the good fight? 

Which of these lessons is most intriguing to you?  Why?  Mark only gives us a sampling of Jesus’ 
teaching. Do you wish we had more of it?  Why or why not?     



1.  Mark tells us that Jesus is by the Jordan River, in the Judean countryside.  This is the same location where 
John the Baptist ministered.  If you recall from Mark 6, John the Baptist was arrested and beheaded by Herod 
because John criticized Herod’s marriage to his sister-in-law, Herodias.  That’s right, Herodias was married to 
Herod’s brother, Philip.  Somewhere along the way, Herod and Herodias hooked up and she divorced Philip to 
marry Herod.  (It’s the stuff of tabloids!).  
 
When Mark tells us that the Pharisees came to Jesus in this region, and they questioned Him about divorce, it 
is clearly a trap designed to get Jesus in trouble with Herod.  They were hoping Jesus would say something 
critical of Herod’s bastard marriage and get Himself in trouble with the ruler.  But obviously, Jesus can see the 
trap coming from a mile away and easily uses it to teach another valuable lesson. 
 
God’s heart for marriage has always been for one man to marry one woman until separated by death.  This is 
God’s design.  Moses allowed men to divorce their wives as long as they wrote a certificate of divorce.  This 
would serve to protect the woman if she were to be found in a relationship with another man.  It proved that 
she was not unfaithful, but was legally divorced.  Back then, a person caught in adultery was stoned to death. 
 
Jesus elevates the marriage union in Mark 10:9 to say that God, not Moses, is the One who unites the man and 
woman.  From our perspective, a man and woman make their vows and then legally become married.  It looks 
like it is their decision, and it is.  However, on a deeper level, when that man and woman make those vows, 
God goes to work and fuses their lives together.  They cannot be separated without doing irreparable damage 
to both parties.  There is no such thing as a free divorce.  People always get hurt in the process.  Why?  God 
made two people become one.  Ripping them apart will hurt. 
 
Let’s keep in mind that our context is Jesus, the suffering servant.  How is a discussion on marriage relevant to 
Mark’s portrayal of Jesus as a suffering servant?  In the Old Testament book of Hosea, God is portrayed as a 
faithful husband and Israel is portrayed as an unfaithful wife who sells herself into prostitution.  In Isaiah 50:1 
God declares that He will not divorce Israel.  God enters a covenant with His people truly “for better or 
worse”.  In both Isaiah and Hosea, God’s pain is palpable.  The unfaithfulness of Israel literally shatters His 
heart. 
 
The biggest reason why divorce is so wrong is because it mocks the very reason God created marriage.  In 
Ephesians 5, marriage is created to represent the relationship God desires to have with people.  God is faithful 
and refuses to divorce us even though we are often unfaithful and we cause Him such pain.  In Mark 10 Jesus 
is being “tested” by religious leaders who use marriage as a way to potentially get Him into trouble with 
Herod.  What they fail to see is that Jesus’ very presence among them is God extending an olive branch to His 
wayward bride hoping for her return in loving covenant with Him.   
 
 
 
 
 
The next two stories offer us a glimpse into the heart of God for everyone.  Jesus is as comfortable ministering 
to little children as He is with rich people.  In the first century culture, you could not find two more opposite 
groups of people.  Little children had no rights and were often treated poorly.  Rich people were treated with 
tremendous deference.  Yet, Jesus loved them both equally.  He welcomed both with open arms. 
 
This leads into yet another clear prediction of His death and resurrection in Mark 10:32-34.  The One who 
loves children and rich people alike, will suffer, die and rise again. 
 

Can you think of other reasons why Mark would include this teaching about divorce?  In what other ways 
does this connect with Jesus as a suffering servant?     



The example of Jesus and the message of Jesus fall on deaf ears.  James and John blithely approach Jesus 
asking for favored positions in His kingdom.  As the reader, we shake our heads in disbelief at their actions. 
This is now the second time that Jesus’ disciples try to make a power play.  How could they be so dumb?  The 
better question is: are we missing anything about Jesus?  Given everything that Jesus is doing and saying, do 
these guys really think He is about promotions and pay grades?  Jesus is the King, yet He welcomes little 
children equally with rich men.  Jesus is faithful, yet He remains committed to faithless people.  At this point in 
the story, it would appear that the suffering Jesus must endure is the foolishness of His own disciples.   
 
Jesus masterfully uses their question to plainly tell them that the pathway to promotion is paved with pain 
and even then, God is the One who ultimately decides who gets what positions.  These men will be made to 
endure suffering along with Jesus and if they really want to be great, they need to follow His lead and become 
servants. 
 
This section ends with the central verse for all of Mark’s gospel: “The Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).  This sets Jesus apart from the founder of 
every other major religion.  Their purpose was to live and be an example; Jesus’ purpose was to die and be a 
sacrifice.  He came to give His life as a ransom for many.   
 
The word “ransom” is the Greek word “lutron” and it refers to the purchase of a slave in order to set that 
person free.  In the Roman Empire, most slaves were working off a debt.  To ransom a slave would mean that 
someone was able to pay the debt and set that person free.  Jesus is our ransom.  We are enslaved to sin and 
the devil.  Our sin has created a debt in the spiritual realm that we cannot pay off.  Therefore, we all find 
ourselves enslaved to the evil one.  Jesus gave His life as our ransom.  He paid the debt we could not pay and 
now anyone who receives His gift, will be set free. 
 
The clear mission of the Messiah is not to garnish a bunch of followers and launch a new religion where 
certain special people take up prominent positions and everyone else gets left in the cold.  He has come to set 
us free from the clutches of the devil at the cost of His own life.  This freedom is available to all who would 
receive Him. 
 
As Timothy Keller puts it: “God created the world in an instant, and it was a beautiful process.  He re-created 
the world on the cross--and it was a horrible process.”2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do we see Jesus yet?  He is the long-awaited Messiah but He did not come to conquer kingdoms.  He came to 
ransom hearts.  Mark places another story about a blind man receiving sight at the end of chapter 10 and this 
serves to finish this section about the suffering Messiah.  What the disciples had failed to see, this man named 
Bartimaeus saw clearly.  Against the attempts of an unfriendly crowd to shut him down, Bartimaeus persists in 
crying out until he gets Jesus’ attention.  He had everything working against him, yet he knew who Jesus was.  
The disciples, on the other hand, had everything handed to them and they still struggled to understand Jesus. 
 

 
2 Keller, Timothy.  Jesus the King. Penguin Books, 158. 

The way of Jesus is marked by suffering and all who follow Him should also brace themselves for 
difficulty and possible death.  Why do you think this does not get talked about much in our churches?  
Have we been dishonest with the world in the way that we have presented the Gospel?  Should we be 
open about the challenges of following Jesus?  Why or why not?     



When Jesus called for him, he threw his beggar’s cloak aside and got to Jesus as fast as possible.  This cloak is 
what identified him as a beggar, as a blind man in need.  It was a tremendous leap of faith for him to leave it 
behind as he approached Jesus.  He firmly trusted that Jesus would be the answer he was needing. 
 
Upon being healed, he followed Jesus down the road.  Mark places this story here to suggest that we all need 
the same miracle.  Our eyes are blinded and unless Jesus opens them, we will continue to be beggars.  In this 
section, the disciples have argued about which of them is greatest and they have asked Jesus to promote them 
in the kingdom, but none of them have displayed the kind of humility as Bartimaeus.  This blind man ‘sees’ 
Jesus better than the disciples! 
 
He leaves us asking about our own blind spots.  Do we see Jesus clearly?  Or do we see what we want to see in 
Jesus?  Are we willing to allow Jesus to blow our minds?  If we do, His suffering will set us free. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Nine: Jesus, the Triumphant 
 

READ Mark 11:1-13:37 
 
If you were reading Mark for the first time and had no other knowledge of Jesus’ life, you would read this next 
section and assume that it is the climax of the story.  For three years Jesus told people not to tell anyone Who 
He was, now He enters the city and something different has happened.  Like a soda bottle that gets shaken, 
for three years Jesus had been shaking things up and here, He pops the lid.  The crowd explodes in worship.  
Literally all of creation was in on it.  In Luke 19:40 Jesus told critics that if the people did not praise Him, the 
rocks would cry out!  Jesus is finally getting the praise that He deserves! 
 
But wait…  
 
Something is not right with this scene.  He enters Jerusalem riding on the foal of a donkey.  This is not a 
majestic ride. It is an awkward ride.  Jesus’ feet would have touched the ground.  If Jesus is a king, why would 
He ride a modern equivalent of an old Ford Pinto?  Back then, kings rode powerful white stallions, not baby 
donkeys.  The whole scene is loaded with meaning.  For starters, it is in direct fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9.  Any 
Jew would have immediately associated Jesus’ actions with that prophecy.  Secondly, Mark emphasizes the 
royalty of Jesus in his writing.  The crowd lays down clothing and palm branches on the road.  This was only 
done for someone of nobility.  The crowd was obviously celebrating Jesus as the King.  And, “Hosanna!” is 
taken from Psalm 118:25-26.  It is a festive cry asking for God to save. 
 
The whole scene challenges our assumptions of how a King behaves. As we noted a few weeks ago, Jesus’ 
power commands our attention but the way He uses it surprises us.  As the crowd sings “hosanna!” Jesus rides 
this foal.  He is majestic and meek in the same glance.  This is the beauty of Jesus.  He possesses absolute 
power yet He throttles it and enters our lives in quiet strength.   
 
Jonathan Edwards, the 17th century South Windsor resident and pillar of the Second Great Awakening that 
shook America to its knees, preached a sermon in 1738 entitled “The Excellency of Christ”.  In it he lists ways 
in which Jesus combines character traits that would be considered mutually exclusive: “In Jesus we find 



infinite majesty yet complete humility, perfect justice yet boundless grace, absolute sovereignty yet utter 
submission, all-sufficiency in Himself yet entire trust and dependence on God.”3 
 
Obviously, God is all-powerful, but how is such a being going to interact with powerless human beings?  He 
must throttle His own power, otherwise He would crush us.  And this is one of the beautiful things about God.  
He remained God and reduced Himself to a man in the same swath.  Mark challenges our assumptions of how 
authentic royalty behaves and leaves us with a question: Is this the kind of King you can trust? 
 
 
 
 
 
Stepping back for a moment, this section from Mark 11 through the end of Mark 13 begins and ends with 
Jesus’ coming.  Mark 11 opens with the coming of Jesus into Jerusalem.  Mark 13 ends with the second coming 
of Jesus at the end of the ages.  Mark 13:26 declares that we will one day “see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory”.  On Palm Sunday Jesus entered Jerusalem on a colt.  At the final call, Jesus 
will return to earth on the clouds.  With the coming of Jesus as book ends, the events in between serve to 
communicate the ultimate authority of Jesus over stalwart institutions like Israel’s nationhood, her national 
religion and even the Roman Imperial Government.   
 
These three chapters drip with triumphalism.  As Mark concludes his telling of Jesus’ Palm Sunday victory lap, 
he reveals an important detail.  Jesus does a quick inspection of the temple courts, but since it was late in the 
day, He retired out to Bethany for the evening.  This is important because it shapes what Jesus does next.  We 
often think of His clearing the Temple as an angry outburst.  This is untrue.  Jesus’ actions were calculated.  
Everything that happens between Mark 11:12 and Mark 11:26 are absolutely intentional and Mark has written 
them in such a way as to have maximum impact on us as the reader. 
 
First, Jesus looks for some figs on a leafy tree.  This tree is like a lot of church people: pretty, but fruitless.  It is 
the epitome of dead religion.  People with big Bibles, nice haircuts and all the right appearances, but spiritually 
dead.  Jesus responds by cursing it.  This tells us pretty clearly how Jesus feels about religion and its rotten 
effects on the souls of men.  Verse 13 tells us that it was not even the season for figs which makes Jesus 
appear petty and unreasonable.  Mark gave us this detail not to make Jesus look bad, but to emphasize his 
point.  What is it?  Let’s continue. 
 
The next piece of this puzzle is Jesus going into the temple courts to drive out those buying and selling.  
Remember, He already inspected this a day earlier.  This was not rash, it was intentional.  It is a prophetic act.  
On one day Jesus cursed a fig-less fig tree, on the next day He emptied a heartless temple.  Many people 
wrongly apply this by not allowing anything to be sold on Sundays at church.  Jesus was not angry at the 
selling.  He was angry at what the selling did to people.  The Temple was divided into sections, or “courts”.  
The buying and selling of these animals took place in the “Court of the Gentiles”.  This was the only place in 
the temple complex where non-Jewish people and Jewish women could gather to worship.  By turning it into a 
flea market, religious leaders effectively shoved out the marginalized peoples of Jerusalem.  How would 
women or gentiles have any access to God?  This is the point.  This is why Jesus quotes Isaiah 56:7 “My house 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations”.  Notice the emphasis on the word “ALL”.  This is God’s heart. 
 
The issue was not merchandising, it was a religious system that prohibited people from drawing near to God in 
worship!  Jesus also quoted Jeremiah 7:11, accusing them of turning the temple into a “den of thieves”.  There 

 
3 Keller.  Jesus the King, 169. 

In what other ways does Jesus function differently as a King in contrast to other rulers with whom we are 
familiar?     



was no mistaking the connection between the idolatry that led to the destruction of the temple in Jeremiah’s 
day, to what these men were doing.  The religious leaders got the message, which is why verse 18 tells us they 
began plotting how to kill Jesus.  Jesus, the True King, entered the imposter’s lair exposing them as frauds and 
they fought back. 
 
Mark continues the narrative by returning us to the fig tree.  Do you see how Mark did that?  He took the fig 
tree story and used it to sandwich in the temple cleansing story.  In doing this, Mark linked the two together. 
The disciples notice that the fig tree is now withered from the roots.  On the surface it looks like Jesus teaches 
them a little lesson about faith: “If you believe hard enough, you can tell a mountain to drown itself.” This is 
actually not what Jesus is doing.  It is the climax of His attack on dead religion.  The mountain that Jesus refers 
to is Mt. Zion also known as the Temple mount.   Read verse 23 carefully again.  Jesus says, “If you say to this 
mountain…”. He is not speaking about all mountains in general.  He is speaking about THIS mountain 
specifically.  His disciples would have clearly understood the message. 
 
Jesus has just cursed “this” mountain…this system of religion that claims to point people to God but in reality, 
keeps them from God.  And notice what Jesus puts in place of this mountain.  He calls forth a faithful people 
who have received forgiveness and who offer it to others.  He replaces dead religion with a living relationship 
that heals our connection with God and with other people. 
 
Riding into Jerusalem on a donkey was not Jesus’ only triumphant moment in that last week of His life.  
Exposing religion as a fraud and opening the way for something real was equally victorious! 
 
 
 
 
 
As you would naturally expect, the religious leaders did not take too kindly to Jesus’ actions in the temple.  
They questioned Him, “Who gave You the authority to do this?”  Rather than answer directly, Jesus flipped 
their argument back on their own heads and launched into a parable about a man who owned a vineyard and 
rented it out to people who would work it.  When it came time for the owner to collect his rent money, the 
workers beat and killed multiple messengers whom the owner sent to collect.  Finally, the owner sent his son, 
and they killed him as well.   
 
Jesus clearly told the parable about Himself and the rejection of these leaders.  He exposed their hostile 
intentions towards Him.  Thankfully, the only thing these men feared more than Jesus was the response of the 
crowd.  They walked away grumbling and plotting but their attack was not over.  Mark 12:13 says that “later 
they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch Him in His words.”  It has been said that 
nothing unites like a common enemy.  This was true for Pharisees and Herodians.  You could not find two 
more opposite groups of people.  The Herodians were as ‘liberal’ as the Pharisees were ‘conservative’.  The 
word ‘Pharisee’ actually means ‘separatist’.  They were committed to the purity of Israel as a nation.  On the 
other hand, the Herodians were a political party sympathetic to Herod!  Herodians had sold out the 
sovereignty of Israel in favor of kowtowing with Rome.  There was nothing these two groups agreed on 
politically or religiously, but they could agree on their desire to be rid of Jesus.   
 
The second attack came in the form of a tax question.  If they could get Jesus to speak against the Roman 
government, it would be easy to get Him sentenced to death.  Rome had no problem with executing 
dissidents.  Again, Jesus brilliantly skirted the issue leaving His opponents stunned.   
 

In this section, I have said some harsh things about religion.  Does this offend you?  Why or why not?  If 
all religion is a fraud, what is the value of participating in a church community?  



Many people are familiar with Jesus’ statement, “Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s”.  
However, most people do not see His slam on false religion.  One of the hallmarks of religion is its partnership 
with government.  Why?  Religion is powerless by itself.  It seeks credibility, validation and power by 
partnering with government. If you think about it, every major world religion is connected to a human 
government.  We see it most clearly in Islam and the way it is embedded within the politics of the Middle East.  
But we can also see it in Buddhism, Hinduism, and even with Christianity (think “Holy Roman Empire” & even 
the USA).  As Jesus held that coin and said those words, He was drawing a line of distinction between religion, 
which is in bed with Caesar, and what He has come to offer in the Kingdom.  Their response says it all:  verse 
17 says, “They were amazed at Him.”  The Greek word translated “amazed” is rooted in the word “thauma” 
which means “emotional astonishment; gaping”.  We would say “jaw dropping” only Mark tells us it was 
literal.  They literally dropped their jaws at Jesus’ words. His answer was more than clever, it was dynamic.  It 
changed things.  They knew that what just came out of Jesus’ mouth had altered life as they knew it.  In the 
same way that Jesus’ words stopped a raging storm or commanded a thousand demons to leave a man alone, 
His answer regarding taxes invoked the same response.  His words shook the spirit realm to its knees. 
 
 
 
 
It is interesting that Mark presents the teachings of Jesus in this section as coming in response to attacks.  
Some of His most profound insights were born out of conflict.  This makes sense.  The Kingdom of God 
operates entirely differently than does the kingdom of this world.  In Isaiah 55:9 God makes it plain that “My 
ways are higher than your ways”.  If Jesus is to teach us anything, it will require conflict with what we already 
know.  It is safe to say that we have much to unlearn if we are to walk with Christ.  One of the many things we 
get all wrong is death itself.   
 
We act as if death is the end.  A person stops breathing, they die, life is over.  But what if this is entirely 
wrong?  A group of Sadducees came to Jesus with a question about marriage in the after-life.  This is odd, 
considering the Sadducees as a group did not even believe in the after-life!  That being said, their argument 
actually makes sense from an earthly perspective.  Drawing from an age-old legal provision called “kinsman 
redeemer” which permitted a man to marry his dead brother’s widow, they argued that it would be possible 
for a woman to find herself married to multiple men in Heaven.  The kinsmen redeemer concept was a 
provision in Jewish law that cared for the widow and made it possible for the deceased to have children 
bearing the family name.  It was also a way of preserving family farm land, which was paramount to these 
ancient people.  Their argument made sense:  Let’s say a woman married one brother who died, then another 
brother who also died, and it went like this for seven brothers. (This is a pretty far-fetched story, but the 
Sadducees were telling it and Jesus allowed them to run with it).  When she finally gets to Heaven, to which of 
the brothers will she be married? 
 
Jesus’ answer would not make a best-selling romance, but He clearly has insight that we lack.  He informed 
these men that marriage is an earthly institution created by God for us in this lifetime.  In Heaven, marriage is 
no longer necessary.  (If you are relieved by this news, you dare not tell your spouse). But the real meat of 
Jesus’ answer is found in verse 27: “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”  This is powerful!  As Jesus 
said, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were all still alive.  God IS their God, not WAS their God.  This means that 
death as we know it, is not an end at all.   
 
Psalm 116:15 says, “How precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  What whack-a-doo thinks 
that someone’s death is precious?  God does.  This means that God must know something about death that we 
are missing.  Jesus turned their question into a golden opportunity to show us exactly what God sees.  And we 
must ask ourselves, “Why did Mark put this story here in his Gospel?”  Remember, Mark is arranging these 

Why is it necessary for Jesus to assert dominance over religion?  Can you think of examples from history 
in which religion has wedded itself to human government and caused harm to people?     



snippets from the life of Christ to convince his readers that Jesus really is good news that changes life as we’ve 
known it.  Here, as Mark outlines the triumph of Christ, he gives us a foreshadowing of resurrection.  Death is 
nothing to fear.  Even in death, Christ lives, and the same is true for all who follow Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
You may have already felt this, but does it seem that these religious leaders are pompous and supercilious as 
they quiz Jesus?  They act like they are the ones testing Him when in reality, Jesus has them under His thumb 
the whole time!  It comes to a head as more religious leaders quiz Jesus about the ten commandments in 
Mark 12:28-34. Think about how offensive this is.  Any regular Jewish teenager would know the 
commandments.  To a Jew, especially a Jewish rabbi, asking a question about the commandments is like 
asking Martha Stewart if brownies are made of chocolate.  It’s an insult to His intelligence.  Yet, Jesus patiently 
endures it, and even answers the question with respect.  Think about how this is different than the other 
times Jesus answered sticky questions meant to trap Him.  He typically answered sticky questions with an even 
harder question that put His enemies on their heels.  This time, He answers the question correctly and 
directly.  When the man agreed with Him, Jesus stunned the guy with a compliment…“You’re not far from the 
kingdom of God!” 
 
Remarkably, this exchange was enough to permanently silence Jesus’ critics.  Verse 34, “From then on, no one 
dared ask Him any more questions.”  Why?  Jesus triumphed over His critics not by shouting over them.  He 
silenced them not by dominating them with superior intellect.  Yet, with gentleness and brilliance, Jesus 
demonstrated that He was King.  He handled all things well.  This is a clear check in the ‘win’ column for Jesus. 
He is in control without being controlling.  He is in charge, without being domineering.  Have you ever seen a 
leader like this before?  
 
 
 
 
 
With His opponents now silent in the shadows, Jesus is now free to teach lessons that are most on His mind: 
one is about Himself (Mark 12:35-40), another lesson is about generosity (Mark 12:41-44), and the final, 
longest lesson prepares us for coming troubles (Mark 13).  Each of these three could be preached separately, 
but when joined together, you see the power of Mark’s message: Jesus is triumphant. 
 
Like lifting up the corner of curtain to give a peek of what is behind, Jesus quotes from Psalm 110 and teaches 
a little lesson on who the true Messiah is.  The Jews had long believed that Messiah would come from the line 
of King David.  However, they wrongly applied it by thinking that Messiah would be a king like David.  Jesus is 
the King alright, but not an earthly king in the way that David was.  Jesus points this out by quoting Psalm 110 
and asks the question, “If David calls Messiah the “Lord”, then how can Messiah also be David’s son?”  The 
natural order would be that if Messiah is in the line of David, then Messiah would call David “lord”, not the 
other way around.  Jesus does not answer His question, but allows it to hang in the air.  Mark tells us in verse 
37 that the crowd listened to Him with delight.  You can just picture people sitting there, mulling over Jesus’ 
words.  Perhaps they were whispering among themselves, discussing possible answers to Jesus’ question. 
 
This is a major theme in Mark.  Jesus’ coming has shattered pre-conceived expectations, He has ripped open 
stereotypes and redefined reality.  Whether it is the word ‘gospel’ or the Jewish idea of ‘Messiah’, Jesus is 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 defines the hope that saints possess.  We do not grieve like others who have no 
hope.  What is the difference between the way a Christian handles death and the way a non-Christian 
handles it?   If you are uncertain, please ask a Christian friend for help to understand it. 

How do you typically win arguments?  Are you a yeller, an arguer?  Do you claim moral superiority or talk 
your opponent into a corner?  Why do these methods not work?  How does Jesus do it differently?     



loosening their grip on what they used to think and giving them fresh, vivid examples of what God has 
intended all along.  Jesus is literally unveiling the mystery with His own life.  But He is not done… 
 
At first glance it looks like what Jesus does next is use the bully pulpit to trash talk the teachers of the law.  
Yes, He is calling them out for their crimes, but He is doing much more than merely being critical.  Notice that 
He mentions the way they “devour widow’s houses” and then a bit later Jesus praises a widow for giving her 
last three copper coins.  The generosity of the widow is certainly inspirational, but Mark is also using these two 
stories to redefine our understanding of the Messiah.  Let’s follow the thread of thought: 
 
Jesus teaches the crowd about Messiah coming from David, yet David calls Him the “Lord”.  So, Messiah is a 
king from David’s family line, but is not a human king like David.  The teachers of the law provide a further 
contrast.  They use their leadership to profit themselves, even to the point of abusing widows. (Remember, 
Herod beheaded John just to impress his drunken party guests.  Sadly, this is what we have come to expect 
from human leaders.).  Then we see one of these widows giving God her last two copper coins, literally ‘giving 
her whole life’.   
 
In contrast to corrupt human leadership, Messiah is the one true Lord, yet gives all He has in service to others.  
This is Mark’s point.  By the time we reach the end of chapter 12 we are wide-eyed, and on our tip-toes with 
expectation.  Jesus has triumphantly marched into Jerusalem, declared God’s judgment on the temple and 
claimed the highest possible authority for doing so.  Then, in a shocking turn of events, He cryptically says that 
unlike any other leader we have seen before who clutches onto power, He will give everything He has, 
including His very life.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
How about a personal question to get us started:  when the doctor is about to give you a shot or do some 
procedure on you, do you want him/her to tell you that it will hurt?  Or would prefer that they just jump in 
and let you be surprised by the pain?  In Mark 13 we see the heart of the Messiah on display as He warns His 
followers of impending trouble.  He is the doctor who gives a heads up that pain is coming.  Many people read 
this chapter as a prediction of the end times and the second coming of Christ.  However, for Mark’s audience, 
it has much more immediate relevance.  The chapter begins innocently enough.  The disciples are impressed 
by the Temple, and who wouldn’t be?  It was built by Herod as a way to appease the Jews and brown-nose the 
Emperor.  He spent a fortune to do it and it was the largest building for hundreds and hundreds of miles.  
Impressive?  Yes!  Doomed?  Apparently.  Or, at least, that is what Jesus warns. 
 
There is no earthly way to overstate how terrible and horrific the destruction of Jerusalem was in AD 70. This 
rocked Judaism to its core and literally changed everything for these people.  N.T. Wright puts it this way: “In 
the year AD 69 one Roman emperor succeeded another-four in all, Nero, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian-each time 
with violence, murder and civil war.  And as Vespasian made his way to Rome to receive the crown, his 
adopted son Titus entered Jerusalem, burnt the Temple, destroyed the city and crucified thousands of Jews.  
What language could one use to describe such a year?”4  Jesus used prophetic language: “The abomination 
that causes desolation”, “the sun will be darkened, stars fall from the sky, heavens will be shaken”.  These are 
quotes from Daniel but even these, fall short.  There is not enough language to describe the horror.  As bad as 

 
4 Wright, N.T. Mark for Everyone, 183. 

This is a good spot to stop and think about some of the stereotypes with which we have operated.  Have 
you ever had a stereotype shattered?  How difficult is it to shake loose from a stereotype and adopt a 
more truthful way of seeing something?     



it would all be, Jesus says, “This is the beginning of birth pangs”.  The beginning?  If Jesus struggles to find 
words to describe the beginning of the birth pangs, can you imagine how horrifying the rest of it is?   
 
The Jewish historian, Josephus has given us the most detailed account of what happened when Roman legions 
destroyed Jerusalem.  I will spare us the graphic detail, but during the siege that lasted nearly four years, from 
AD 66-AD 70, people starved to death, ate their own children to stay alive, and killed each other for scraps of 
food.  More Jews were killed by other Jews than by the Romans.  The unthinkable had happened.  For 
centuries, Jews held onto the notion that God would never let anything happen to His temple.  They held onto 
a false sense of security that as long as the temple was standing, they were protected.  When the Temple was 
destroyed, their faith was shattered into a billion shards of broken dreams.   
As much as it is fun for us to think Mark 13 points to the end of the world, it is really the destruction of 
Jerusalem to which Jesus is referring.  He has just triumphantly claimed and demonstrated authority over the 
empty religious and political structures that dominated the Jewish landscape.  His followers have placed their 
faith in Him as the Messiah, but He knows their faith is infantile and weak.  He sees doom looming ahead and 
He knows what it could do to His followers.  They are faithful now, with Him present.  But will they remain 
faithful then, when all hell breaks loose against them?   Verse 14 contains a short, parenthetical statement 
aimed at us, the reader.  Mark says simply, ”let the reader understand”.  Mark knows that we are not going to 
fully understand it all.  And he cannot fully explain it all in writing.  This is Mark’s way of telling us that it is ok if 
our heads are spinning.  Just hang on, be faithful and it will all work out in the end.   
 
Jesus’ command to “keep watch” is really the heart of this whole section.  If you thought that following Him 
would be a bed of roses, think again.  Jesus warns us that it will be a horror show that will defy all imagination. 
You will see people doing terrible things to other people that you never imagined were possible.  Do not allow 
that to distract you.  Do not allow that to derail your faith.  Keep watch!  Be alert! 
 
As the reader, we get the very real feeling in the pit of our stomach that Mark’s tone has changed.  In the 
beginning, adoring crowds followed Jesus around getting healed and fed.  In the beginning, Jesus was 
challenging the powers that be and putting them in their place.  Jesus was larger than life, triumphing over 
enemies and false religion.  It was awesome!  We were starting to feel pretty pumped about following Jesus as 
our Messiah.  But now, it feels like a dark cloud has blown in.  Do you feel it?  Do you feel the change?  A 
corner has been turned in Mark’s Gospel.  As hard as it is, this is not the time to check out.  This is where 
following Jesus gets real. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Ten: Jesus, the Cross and the Betrayal 
 

READ Mark 14:1-15:47. 
 
From this point on, Mark is entirely focused on the crucifixion of the Messiah.  If the storm clouds were 
gathering in chapter 13, those clouds are now colliding right over Jesus Himself.  Each event being told in these 
two chapters is designed to highlight the personal cost of the Messiah in buying our freedom.  At the same 

Mark 13 is meant to be disturbing.  It is supposed to be a reality check on the challenges of following 
Jesus.  As you read it, what disturbs you the most?   Do you think you have the chutzpah to “keep 
watch”?  Why or why not?  



time, Mark illustrates how different our reactions will be when following the Messiah will cost us.  This is 
illustrated beautifully in the opening story of chapter 14.   
 
Jesus is eating dinner at the home of a man known as “Simon the Leper”.  We don’t know anything else about 
the man, but we can safely presume that since critics did not condemn Him for eating there, and since His own 
disciples seemed to have no problem in joining Jesus at the table, Simon was a man who had been healed 
from leprosy.  Perhaps this meal was Simon’s way of thanking Jesus for healing him? It would certainly be 
appropriate. 
 
A woman anoints Jesus with an extremely expensive jar of perfume that would have cost about a whole year’s 
wages.  Her extravagant love for Christ is questioned by the men at the table.  Why is that when someone 
feels prompted to extravagantly pour out their affection for Jesus, other church people feel the need to 
criticize it? Not everyone is called to pour out expensive ointment over Jesus’ head, but if someone is, the rest 
should respect it.5 
 
Jesus pointedly chides the disciples for their criticism of the woman.  She is intuitively understanding 
something that the men have missed.  She is anointing Jesus for His impending burial.  Remember, Jesus has 
repeatedly spoken of His death and resurrection but the disciples have not been able to grasp it.  Yet, here is a 
woman who has not been privy to those conversations and she understands what the men do not. 
 
Mark tells us that it was at this point, when Judas made his final decision to betray Jesus.  Judas had probably 
been considering it for some time.  And the other disciples were no doubt, just as puzzled as he was.  All of 
this talk about dying was not what Judas had in mind.  Remember, that Jesus challenges our assumptions and 
beliefs.  Will we lay down our previously held beliefs in favor of believing that Jesus is the One for Whom we 
have been longing?  How do we react when the real Jesus collides with the fake Jesus Whom we have made 
up in our minds?  This woman lavished Jesus with worship that cost her a huge sum of money, the disciples 
missed Jesus and criticized the woman, and Judas…decided to get rid of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He has just left us thinking about how we might respond to a Messiah Who dies, and right away Mark takes us 
to the scene of the last supper.  Technically, it is two days later, but in the text, as the readers, we are caught 
up in the flow.  How did you answer the questions in the box above?  The chances are good that you answered 
them positively.  We would all like to think that when push came to shove, we would stand strong.  Every once 
in awhile, we might be critical like the disciples, but surely, we would not be like Judas who betrayed Jesus!  
We are definitely not traitors!  Right?   
 
The conversation at the table of the last supper challenges our pietistic notions of devotion.  Jesus used this 
opportunity to connect the Passover celebration to what He was about to do on the cross.  The Passover 
celebrated God’s miraculous deliverance of Jews from Egypt under the leadership of Moses.  After Pharaoh 
ignored the first nine plagues, God leveled the final judgment on Egypt: the death of every firstborn child in 
one night.  The one exception was if a family took the blood of a lamb and applied it to the door frame of their 
house.  Any family found “under the blood” would be spared this horrible judgment. It was this event that 
finally convinced Pharaoh, as he mourned the death of his firstborn son, to let God’s people go free.   

 
5 Wright, N.T. Mark for Everyone, 190. 

Mark is brilliant in the way he writes.  He repeatedly brings us as the readers to a point of decision. How 
would you react if you had been at Simon’s dinner party that night? Would you join the woman in 
worship or the disciples in criticizing?  Or, would you join Judas in rejecting Jesus as a dying Messiah?       



Sitting at the table that night, Jesus made a direct connection between the lamb’s blood that delivered the 
Jews from certain death in Egypt, and Himself.  Can you imagine the look on the disciples’ faces as Jesus 
parted from the time honored, traditional script of the Passover meal and directly stated, “This bread…is My 
body.  This cup…is My blood.”  These men had celebrated a Passover meal every single year of their lives.  It 
was as familiar to them as the Christmas story is to us.  They had an emotional attachment to it, like you 
probably have towards the Christmas story.  You love the story of angels, shepherds and the baby born in a 
manger as much as they loved the story of the Exodus that was recounted at the Passover meal.  So, when 
Jesus took the elements and directly applied them to Himself, it would have been eye-opening.  Mark tells us 
exactly how they reacted.  First, Judas is sitting at the table.  As we have already discovered, he had gone to 
the priests and made plans to betray Jesus and here at the table, Jesus calls him out on it.  In a sense, this does 
not surprise us as the reader.  We have already been prepared for Judas’ betrayal.  But what happens next 
catches us off guard.  Jesus predicts that Peter will do the same!  Peter?  Surely not!   
 
Stop right here for a moment.  If you recall from our introduction, Peter is the one who gave Mark the 
information that he used to write this Gospel.  This would have been a great opportunity for Peter to make 
himself look like a hero, yet instead, Peter is the foil.  Peter declares that he would never fall away.  Yet, this is 
precisely what happened.  In fact, Peter’s failure is glaring as the text unfolds.  In verse 29 Peter declares that 
even if everyone else fell away, he would stick it out.  Then, in verse 31 he emphatically declares that he would 
die with Jesus.  In verse 33, Jesus takes Peter, James and John into the garden to pray with Him and asks them 
to please stay awake.  Jesus was hurting, and He needed the comfort of His friends. But in verse 37, He finds 
the disciples sleeping instead of praying and the only person whom Jesus directly mentions is Peter: “Could 
you not keep watch for one hour?”   
 
Peter’s failure is on display.  Given all the blustery promises that he made about hanging tough with Jesus, he 
couldn’t even stay awake for one hour.  Not ONE HOUR!  And Mark leaves us wondering about all the empty 
promises we have made to God.  How many times have you struck deals with God? “God if You will do this for 
me, then I will serve You more!”  How many times have you judged another believer for their lack of faith only 
to falter in your own?  How often have you wondered why someone doesn’t do something about a problem 
that you have not done anything to solve?  Let’s admit it.  We all do it.  We have all done exactly what Peter 
did.  Our mouths write big checks that in reality, we simply cannot cash.   
 
Can you picture Peter as an older man, now giving this information to Mark?  Perhaps Peter chuckles under his 
breath at how impetuous he was in his youth.  Decades had passed and Peter had matured.  He was unafraid 
of putting his failures on display if it meant that others could learn from them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If we have not been rattled yet by the predictions of doom and death.  If Peter’s own failure has not shaken us 
from slumber and awakened us to the reality of the fight we are facing.  Then, Gethsemane is bound to fray 
our last nerves.  Up until now, Jesus has been utterly unflappable and in charge.  Storms, demons, sickness, 
haters, nothing has rattled Him…until now. 
 
In a garden called Gethsemane, Jesus meets His match.  The word Gethsemane means “olive press” because it 
is where olives were crushed to make oil.  On this night, Jesus is being pulvarized.  His agony is obvious: “Is 
there a way for this cup to be taken from Me?”  Mark tells us Jesus became “deeply distressed and troubled.”  

Have you ever been surprised by the news of a prominent Christian who failed?  Perhaps they failed 
morally or even abandoned the faith altogether.  How do you react: with indignation or with humility? 
Do you understand that you have the potential to fall in the same ways?  Given this, what should your 
response be when someone’s failure hits the news?    



The word “troubled” means literally “to be overcome with horror”.  Jesus sees something that terrifies Him.  
His stomach is nauseas, He reels with dread.   
 
Think of how different this is from other heroes who face death.  In our experience, heroes face death boldly. 
They get themselves into a no-win situation and they stare death down.  Sometimes the hero escapes it, but if 
he doesn’t, he goes down fighting and defiant.  Yet here, Jesus has a much different reaction when facing 
death.  Why?  Because He is not only facing death, Jesus is facing wrath.  Jeremiah spoke of the wrath of God 
as being like a furious, violent whirlwind barreling down on the wicked (Jer. 23:19).  Jesus caught a glimpse of 
the coming fury and it shook Him to His knees.  He begged the Father to ‘take this cup’ away.  In the Bible, 
God’s judgment on sin is often depicted as a “cup of wrath being poured out” (Ezekiel 23:32-34, Isaiah 51:22).  
Jesus knew this wrath was coming against you and me, so He stepped in to block it.  Why would Jesus do this?  
Because only God can withstand His own fury.  As terrifying as it was for Jesus to absorb it, can you imagine 
what it would do to us?   
 
Romans 3:25 says that God presented Jesus “as a sacrifice of atonement” for our sins.  This misses the thrust 
of the original language.  The word Paul actually used was “propitiation”, or literally “to satisfy wrath”.  The 
violent whirlwind of God’s wrath was about to mow you down and Jesus stepped in its path.  He saw it 
coming, He knew what it would do to you and because of His love for you, He let it pummel Him instead. 
 
Many people are uncomfortable with the crucifixion scene.  The brutality and the violence, the blood and the 
flesh being ripped open offends our senses.  Yet consider:  this is how it had to be.  The horror of the cross is in 
direct proportion to the atrocity of your sins.  As much as you recoil at the site of Jesus bloodied, God recoils 
at the sight of your sin.   The cross makes you uncomfortable?  Your sin infuriates God and awakens every just 
nerve in His holy being. 
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells a story of wheat and weeds.  The Farmer planted wheat, but in the night an 
enemy snuck in and tried to ruin the crop by planting weeds in the midst.  When the workers offered to pull 
the weeds, the Farmer said ‘no’ because it might also damage the wheat.  They would wait until harvest and 
then sift out the weeds from the wheat (Matthew 13:24-30).  This is a picture of the human soul and the effect 
of sin.  Sin has so enmeshed itself into us that there is no way to destroy it without destroying the person also.  
Enter Jesus, Who “became sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 
5:21).  Jesus took on our problem knowing that the only way to kill sin was to also kill Him.  In doing this, He 
would make it possible for us to be free of sin and the just wrath of God towards it.  Jesus faced the wrath of 
God on our behalf. 
 
Calming storms was an easy task.  Commanding demons was effortless.  Raising the dead, healing the sick was 
a stroll in the park.  Handling critics was child’s play.  But facing your sin and paying for it?  Absorbing the 
wrath of God so that you could escape judgment?  That brought Jesus to His knees and made Him sweat 
blood.  The horror that Jesus endured was matched by the horror that Jesus anticipated.  Think about it, 
what’s worse: going through a hellish situation, or knowing you’re about to go through it?  Sometimes, the 
anticipation is worse than the actual experience. Timothy Keller says, “He’s begging the Father to carry out the 
mission some other way, but He doesn’t ask Him to abandon it altogether.  Why?  Because as horrible as the 
cup is, He knows that His immediate desire (to be spared) must bow before His ultimate one (to spare us).”6  
Jesus is in the fight of His life as He fights for yours. 
 
 
 

 
6 Keller, Timothy.  Jesus the King, 197. 

Jesus’ death paid for every sin, including yours.  The same blood paid for every sin which means every sin 
costs the same. How does this change the way you see your own sins and Christ’s payment for them? 



Jesus is shaken by terror as Peter, the valiant one falls asleep, and then…the BETRAYER! This night gets worse 
and worse for Jesus.  He is betrayed by a kiss and seized by soldiers with clubs and swords.  The way they 
approached Him was offensive and Jesus calls them out on it.  “Am I leading a rebellion?”  He spent every day 
teaching peacefully in the temple courts, He did done nothing to indicate that He was violent.  So why the big 
show of soldiers?  Why the swords and clubs?!   
 
Jesus did not get an answer to His question, but He did get left alone to think about it.  All of those men who 
at the last supper pledged their undying allegiance?  Gone.  “Then everyone deserted Him and fled” (Mark 
14:50).  In verses 51-52 Mark tells us what he did that night: when the soldiers made a grab for him, he slipped 
out of their grasp and fled away naked.  Can you picture it?  They all scattered like cockroaches in the light. 
 
In the Bible, nakedness is a symbol of shame and disgrace, and it is perfectly fitting in this case: he was an 
absolute coward, so the shame of running home naked suits the occasion.  Many scholars believe this is the 
author Mark himself, who would have been a young teenager at the time.  If so then this is Mark saying, “I was 
there and I was as bad as everybody else.”  Everyone failed Jesus.7   
 
The events in Gethsemane have roots back in another garden of long ago.  In the Garden of Eden, there were 
also people who failed, who then fled from God in shame and disgrace.  The major difference between the 
two gardens is that in Gethsemane there was One who remained faithful, One who did not fail or flee.  He 
passed the test, despite the agony.   
 
If the message of Christ’s life is simply “follow My example”, we would be crushed under the weight of it.  The 
lesson of the Garden is that no matter how much we might think we can stand firm, we are all cowards and 
weaklings at heart.  We lack the fortitude to follow Jesus, much less the ability to imitate Him! And this is 
exactly why Jesus came.  We cannot…so He did.  Jesus is much more than our example. He is our substitute.  
 
To Jesus’ question, ”Am I leading a rebellion?”  No.  Rebellions have minions who stupidly follow.  Jesus has no 
part in such foolishness.  In this moment, Jesus was not leading anyone.  He stood all alone, the only One 
qualified to pay the price for the sin of humanity.  It is no wonder that He was so shaken. 
 
 
  
 
 
We already know that the religious establishment hated Jesus.  Their vitriol and disdain followed Jesus every 
step of the way.  So, it is no surprise that upon His arrest, they threw together a mock court and put Jesus on 
trial.  They had no legal right to do what they did.  Court proceedings and punishments were carried out by the 
Romans.  This did not stop them from putting on their own show.  It was not even a good show, they couldn’t 
find two people whose testimonies agreed!  Hatred does not need truth or accurate testimonies.  Hatred 
condemns and damns long before any formal decision is made.  
 
Mark’s emphasis though, is not on the trial.  He stays focused on the failure of Jesus’ men.  It seems Jesus’ 
worst moment is met with Peter’s worst moment.  For these two men, this night is terrible but for different 
reasons.  Mark records Peter’s continued downfall as Jesus remains rock solid.  Verse 54, “Peter followed at a 
distance”.  This is the epitome of half-hearted devotion.  Peter followed, so let’s give him some credit, but he 
stayed a safe distance away.  Many people follow Jesus this way.  We claim devotion, but not so much that it 
would get us into trouble.  We like to keep an ‘out clause’ in our commitment to Christ.  Peter shows us what 

 
7 Keller, Timothy.  Jesus the King, 208. 

The only right response to this message is to give ourselves to Christ in humble appreciation for His gift 
to us.  It would be good to stop right here and say thanks to Jesus for paying the price for your sin.     



happens when we follow half-heartedly.  Three different times, Peter was asked if he was connected to Jesus 
and all three times, he denied it.  The truth is, half-hearted following is the same as not following at all.   
 
As the reader of Mark’s Gospel, we cannot help but be caught up in the flow of the action.  The book has thus 
far moved at a breathless pace, but as it comes to a close, things slow down and we are faced with our own 
failures and inabilities to live in victory.  Jesus rises above the confusion and clamor.  He remains resolute in 
the face of abject horror and trumped-up accusations.  We fail, but He is firm.  Can we trust Him?  Yes! 
 
 
 
In Mark 15, the trial of Jesus becomes far more serious because He gets moved into the court of Pilate.  The 
religious court proceedings were bad, but they had no teeth.  Pilate is the man who holds the fate of Jesus in 
his hands.  It would be his decision whether or not to crucify Jesus.  He served as the Roman governor of Judea 
from AD 26-36 and he was certainly not a softie. In fact, Jesus called attention to Pilate’s brutality in Luke 13:1.   
He was not afraid to come down hard in order to keep the peace, but at the same time, he must have had a 
shred of justice left in him because he hesitated to execute Jesus. Verse 10 says that he knew “it was out of 
envy that the chief priests handed Jesus over to him.”  Yet Pilate is in a precarious position.  Tensions were high 
and he did not want a riot on his hands.  If word went back to Caesar in Rome that a riot broke out in 
Jerusalem under Pilate’s watch, it would be a career buster.  Pilate did not care about Jesus, and he certainly 
did not care about the Jews.  But he did care about his career, so he weighed his options as he spoke with 
Jesus.   
 
To satisfy the crowd, Pilate released an insurrectionist held for murder named Barabbas and handed Jesus 
over to be flogged and crucified.  This makes Barabbas the first person to be pardoned by the crucifixion of 
Jesus.  It is filled with irony.  The name Barabbas means literally, “son of the father”.  In Aramaic, the prefix 
“bar” means “son of”.  And, as you may know, “abba” is the Aramaic word for “father” or even “daddy” in 
some cases.  Do you see it?  We have two “sons of the father” on trial.  One is traded for the other.  One takes 
the place of the other.  Jesus is the Son of the Father Who has come to rescue His brothers and sisters from 
sin.  Barabbas is you and me.  We were the lost children.  Jesus is the older Brother Who has come in search of 
us, to save us.  Hebrews 2:17 tells us, “For this reason He had to be made like His brothers in every way, in 
order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God and that He might make 
atonement for the sins of the people.”   
 
Jesus “had to be” made like us.  It was the only way.  Sin came into this world through a man.  Therefore, 
salvation had to come into this world through a man.  Jesus is the Deliverer.  As we read the text, we are 
surprised to find Barabbas here.  It is interesting that Judas is a betrayer, Peter is a denier, Mark is a shameful 
coward who flees naked, and Barabbas is a pardoned murderer.  Yet, the only One who has not failed, the only 
One who has remained faithful and true, stands condemned.  Jesus is the One substitute for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever been mocked?  Not just the butt of somebody’s joke, but truly mocked?  Jesus predicted that it 
would happen in Mark 10:34, but there is really no way to prepare yourself for a genuine mocking.  It accosts 
your very being, your soul.  It’s personal, deeply and intentionally personal.  It has a way of breaking your will 
to live.  Pilate asked Jesus if He was the king of the Jews in verse 2, and Jesus responded positively.  Now, in 
verse 18, the soldiers hail Jesus as “king of the Jews”.  Could this get any worse for Jesus?  It is one thing to 

In what ways does your devotion to Jesus look like Peter’s?  

Given what we are reading, is Jesus Someone Whom you can respect?  Why?  Why not?     



know that people disbelieve you, it is quite another for them to use the things you’ve said about yourself, 
against you! 
 
The pain of mockery is followed by the agony of crucifixion and further mockery.  It was not enough to pin Him 
to a cross, people also had to continue mocking Him, using His words against Him.  It is here, in the crucifixion 
scene that Mark gives a detail not included in the other three Gospels.  Verse 21 tells us that a “certain man 
from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus…”.  Matthew and Luke tell us about Simon, who carried 
Jesus’ cross for Him, but only Mark gives us the names of his sons.  Why?  
 
First of all, consider the awesome privilege to have been caught up in this scene.  There is no way that Simon 
could have known the significance of these events in the moment.  But later, after the resurrection, after the 
ascension, after fire fell on Pentecost, Simon must have been amazed that he had the privilege of carrying the 
cross of Christ on which all the sins of humanity would be laid. 
 
Second, one of the ways we know that Mark is writing his gospel from Rome to Romans, is this little textual 
clue.  You see, Rufus had become part of the community of Christians who lived in Rome.  We know this 
because Paul greets him in Romans 16:13. Paul even admitted that Rufus’ mom had been “like a mom” to him.  
At this point in history, the Christian community is relatively small.  There were many connections between 
believers as they migrated throughout the Roman Empire.  Mark includes Rufus’ name because Rufus was part 
of the church that would receive this Gospel!  It must have been quite an honor for Rufus to be able to tell his 
friends, “my dad carried Jesus’ cross!” 
 
By highlighting the soldiers’ mocking and by mentioning Rufus, Mark brilliantly connects us as the reader to 
the story.  None of us knows what it is like to be crucified, but we all know what it is like to be mocked.  This is 
the closest we can come to identifying with the agony of Jesus.  We can feel it in our guts because we have 
been mocked too.  We do not know what nails through our hands feels like, but we do know what that knife 
to the heart feels like when others are making fun of us.  And by mentioning Rufus, he inserts a bit of levity 
into the text.  With all of the mocking, betrayal and death, it is refreshing to take a moment and honor Rufus 
for being a witness to the greatest event of all time.  It’s sweet, but it’s short and as the reader, we can 
appreciate it.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before we finish this section there is one more important piece that we must address.  As Jesus hangs from 
the cross, Mark tells us that He cries out “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  Many people read 
this and assume that in this moment, God the Father turned His back on God the Son.  However, this cannot 
be true.  The Trinity always remains a trinity, they cannot be divided. When Jesus hung on the cross, God the 
Father and God the Spirit also hung on that cross.  Why?  Because our sin had offended not just Jesus, it 
offended the Triune God and it was the Triune God who extended forgiveness to us, not just a representative. 
 
Let’s illustrate it this way: If I offend you, someone else cannot step in and say, “It’s ok Doug, you’re forgiven”.  
You are the only one who holds the power to forgive me because you are the one whom I offended.  If the 
Father walked away from Jesus in that moment, then the Father has not forgiven us.  But this is not true.  The 
Father has forgiven us, and the Holy Spirit has forgiven us also because all three members of the Trinity hung 
on the cross.   

You have not been crucified before, but chances are good, you know what it is like to be mocked. Can 
you identify with the mockery of Jesus?  How so?   And, use your imagination for a moment.  Imagine 
you are Rufus, sitting with your church friends as Mark’s Gospel is read to you.  What happens when 
your name is read out loud in front of the whole group and you are linked to the cross of Christ? 



So what was Jesus saying then?  His words are a quote from Psalm 22.  If you read the Psalm, it is strikingly 
similar to Jesus’ crucifixion.  As the psalm progresses, the agony of the cross is depicted and even the mocking 
of the crowds, but the psalm ends in victory…”they will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, for 
He has done it!” (Ps. 22:31).  Jesus was not crying out because God the Father scorned Him.  Jesus was giving a 
verbal clue that He is the One being celebrated in Psalm 22 and He will have the victory.  His life and His death 
was the ultimate fulfilment of ancient promises made by God throughout the ages.  God has made good on His 
promise to make a way for sinful people to be restored to Himself.   
 
To make certain that we understand it as the reader, Mark gives us the firsthand testimony of the most 
unlikely person, a Roman Centurion.  He was at the cross, he probably swung the hammer that drove the nail 
into Jesus’ flesh.  After experiencing this entire scene, this crusty, hardened, blood-stained soldier said, “Surely 
this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39).  Could there be any doubt?  Mark isn’t done.  There’s more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Eleven: Jesus, the Risen King.  
 

READ Mark 16:1-8. 
 
This might seem strange, but to Mark, the resurrection is almost an afterthought.  After all of the build-up, you 
would think that he’d spend more time on it, yet he takes just eight short verses to record the single greatest 
event in human history.  There is no way to over-estimate the power of Christ’s resurrection.  The Apostle Paul 
believes it is absolutely central to everything we are as Christians.  Here is what he said about it: “If Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile, you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17).  For something this 
important, we would expect Mark to devote more space to it.  After all, Matthew gives us 15 verses, Luke 
gives us almost an entire chapter and John spends his final two chapters dealing with the resurrected Jesus!   
 
So why does Mark appear to give it an honorable mention?  Remember that Mark focuses much of his 
attention on the way people reacted to Jesus.  This is not to say that Jesus wasn’t important.  Not at all!  Jesus 
was paramount to Mark.  But Mark is drawn to the way that Jesus impacted people.  So, we read about people 
being amazed, fascinated and stunned.  We read about people being doubtful, hateful and fearful.  And, here 
at the end, we read about people experiencing grief, shock, awe, wonder, even stubbornness and in his classic 
style, Mark leaves us to ask what we will do with this Jesus?  If all of this is really true, if the life of Jesus is truly 
a ”gospel”, if the Divine broke into human history and died to rescue us from our sin, then what will we do 
about it?  Pastor Ben Stuart says, “If it is real, it is revolutionary”.  It is intellectually dishonest to take what 
Mark is telling us and respond casually.  It is either the stuff of fantasia, of Orcs, Elves, dragons and spells.  Or, 
it is true.  And if it is true, then it is life changing and we would be fools to ignore it.  This is what Mark brings 
us to as we approach the final chapter. 
 
 
 
 

Can you think of any other reasons why ALL of the Triune God needed to be on that cross and not just 
one member of the Trinity?     

Before we go any further, stop and think through your own response to the resurrection of Christ.  Do 
you fully embrace it like Paul did?  Or, do you believe it half-heartedly?  Would you say that it means 
everything to you, or do you accept it because it’s just one of those “religious beliefs”?  If you say that it 
means everything to you, in what ways has it changed the way you live your daily life?   



If you recall, Mark made his first audience instantly awkward with his use of the word “gospel” in his opening 
line of Mark 1:1.  It is fitting then, that he ended his gospel on an equally awkward note.   
 
To understand why Mark 16 is awkward we need to understand first century cultural perspectives on women.  
Celsus, a Greek philosopher who lived in the second century was highly antagonistic towards Christianity and 
freely shared his arguments against it.  He was a well published critic, much like our modern Richard Dawkins 
or Bill Maher who are openly opposed to Christianity. One of the arguments he believed most telling went like 
this: Christianity can’t be true because the written accounts of the resurrection are based on the testimony of 
women-and we all know that women are hysterical.  We would disagree with this, but many of Celsus’ first 
readers actually did agree with him!  For them, this was a major problem.8  In ancient culture women were 
marginalized and their testimony was not even considered credible in a court of law.   
 
Do you see why this would have made Mark’s first audience awkward?  They were tracking with Mark through 
the whole book.  They were on the edge of their seats as Jesus challenged civil authorities and redefined 
religion.  They were blown away by Jesus’ command over nature, demons and illness.  And then, it all comes 
to crashing halt in chapter 16 when Mark says the first three people to experience the resurrection were 
women.  Have you ever been watching a tv show and then just turn it off because something happened that 
made you suddenly lose interest?  This is the effect that Mark 16:1 would’ve had on his first audience.   
 
For modern readers like us, this is hugely important because it speaks to the authenticity of Mark’s writing.  If 
Mark were making up the details, this is not how he would write the story.  In fact, Mark himself might have 
felt awkward writing about it.  His choice to include this detail is strong evidence that he is telling the truth.  
Mark goes to great lengths to give us information that doesn’t matter to the storyline such as the info in Mark 
15:21, “A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus”.  Why mention Simon’s name 
and why tell us about his kids?!  Because these people were still living when Mark wrote and they could verify 
Mark’s information.  Mark is giving us details that if he were faking it, he wouldn’t want to give.  And he gives 
names so that any skeptic could verify his information.  And, where were the men?  That’s a great question.  
Every one of Mark’s first readers probably asked it.  The fact that Mark tells us women showed up while men 
were hiding, highlights the cowardice of Jesus’ men.  It paints every one of Jesus’ 12 disciples in a negative 
light.  The last we heard from Peter, he was denying Jesus.  The last we heard from Mark, he was fleeing 
naked.  The last we heard from Judas, he was betraying Jesus.  And the last time we saw any of the other 
disciples, they were running away in the darkness.  But these three women? They are more courageous than 
all of those men!  This was a plot twist that nobody in Mark’s audience could have predicted which means, it is 
probably true.  
 
Mark is making two very important points to his Roman audience and to us: 1) The resurrection was not 
something that any of them expected.  Therefore, there is no possible way that they stole the body or 
somehow faked it.  The first followers were as shocked by it as we are.  And, 2) the advancement of Christ’s 
Kingdom was entirely miraculous.  There is no way that cowards like this could be world shaking 
revolutionaries!  Any advancement of Christ’s kingdom has happened in spite of us, not because of us.  
 
 
 
 
 
As the women approached the tomb of Jesus, notice what they were not talking about.  They were not talking 
about a resurrection.  They were walking to the cemetery that morning, with spices, fully anticipating the task 

 
8 Keller, Timothy.  Jesus the King, 237. 

Can you think of any other points to be made by the cowardly response of Jesus’ men and the brave 
response of these three women?     



of anointing Jesus’ corpse.  They had apparently not planned well because they had spices, but they didn’t 
know how they’d roll the large stone away that covered Jesus’ tomb.  Some sources tell us that this rock could 
have weighed close to 2,000 pounds and it would have been locked into a groove in the ground, so to roll it 
would mean pushing it up and then out.  It was a detail for which the spice girls had no solution.  The spices 
were necessary because the cave-tomb where Jesus was laid would eventually be used to house other 
corpses.  After the bodies fully decayed, they would place the bones into an ossuary for permanent 
safekeeping.  Spices helped to mask the odor of decay.   
 
Do you get it?  On five separate occasions Jesus told His disciples that He was going to die.  On three of those 
occasions, Jesus told them that He would rise again.  Jesus could not have made the plan any clearer, yet none 
of His followers were expecting it to happen.  We need to give kudos to these ladies for showing up, but even 
they were not expecting an empty tomb.  
 
Isn’t this typical of us?  How often do we separate God’s Word from our reality?  Jesus’ first sermon in Mark 
1:15 was “The Kingdom of God is near, repent and believe the good news!”  As we learned, “repent” means to 
“change your thinking”.  In our old way of thinking, a resurrection is impossible.  We give it lip service, but in 
truth do not see it as a real probability.  God says things that are so far out of our realm of control that we feel 
inspired by them but never actually expect them to happen.  In other words, like Jesus’ first disciples and 
these women, we have not fully repented.  We have not changed our thinking to accept God’s Word as a 
greater reality than our experience.  What He says is more real than what we observe with our five senses.  
Here are a few examples for us to consider: 
 
“Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be yours” (Mk. 11:24).  When you 
read this verse, do you have a “yeah, but…” in the back of your mind?  In case you hadn’t noticed, there are no 
conditions in this statement: “believe and it’s yours, period.”  God’s Word is bigger than your experience.  So, 
what do you do with this? How about another example… 
 
“These signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will cast out demons…place their hands on 
sick people, and they will get well” (Mk. 16:17-18).  You are a ‘believer’, yet have you ever operated in this kind 
of power?  What do you do when God’s Word portrays a lifestyle that is different than the one you 
experience?  How about one more example… 
 
“I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for 
ME and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields-and with them persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life” (Mk 10:29-30).   
This is an amazing statement.  If we give up what is most precious to us, Jesus will return it to us one hundred-
fold.  But honestly, do we live this way?  Truthfully, we only know of a handful of super devoted people who 
have left everything to serve Jesus.  We’ve heard their amazing stories or read their inspiring books.  The rest 
of us have made good excuses.   
 
This is not meant to make you feel shame.  My intention is to help us identify with Mark’s first audience and 
with the people who first encountered Jesus.  Jesus told us we need to change our thinking in order to fully 
receive the Kingdom that He brought.  His Kingdom is radically different from anything we have ever known, 
and embracing it fully is more difficult than we can imagine.  So, the fact that these women heard Jesus 
repeatedly predict His resurrection, yet never expected it, is something with which we can easily identify.  Like 
them, we ignore God’s Word because our scanty experiences will not allow us to embrace it as truth. 
 
 
 

What other statements from the Bible are difficult for you to believe and embrace?     



The women received the shock of their life when they saw a “young man dressed in a white robe” sitting 
where the body of Jesus was laid.  Luke’s Gospel tells us there were two men and their clothes “gleamed like 
lightning” (Lk. 24:4).  Matthew tells us it was an angel and his clothes were “white as snow” (Mt. 28:3).  Why 
the discrepancy?  They were in shock.  As a chaplain for our local fire and police, I have had the opportunity to 
observe a number of people in shock.  Everybody responds differently.  I have personally been punched, 
cursed at and, I have had someone collapse in my arms.  One time, I had to coax a woman from the middle of 
the road where she sat dazed by shock.  She was sitting on the double yellow line, rocking back and forth, 
clutching her infant.  She literally had blocked traffic and was in danger.  Some people weep and others stare 
with glassy eyes.   
 
Mark tells us in verse 5 that these women were “alarmed”.  He also tells us in verse 8 that they were 
“trembling and bewildered”.  These women were in shock.  So, did they see one angel or two?  It depends on 
which woman you asked.  So, the discrepancy points to the authenticity of the account.   The women could 
not wrap their minds around what had happened.  They could see that Jesus’ body was missing.  They could 
hear the words “He is risen”.  But they could not put the two concepts together.  Is He missing or, is He living?  
Their heads swirled and counting how many angels were in the tomb was not a detail they could focus on.  
The point is: Jesus was alive, and this was so shocking they could focus on nothing else. 
 
When someone is in shock, it helps to give them something tangible on which to focus.  It helps them to stay 
in the present moment.  Sometimes, I have asked a home owner to make phone calls while the fire fighters 
tried to save their burning house.  Other times, I have asked children to hold a blanket for me to “keep it safe”.  
I always offer a bottle of water because giving somebody something to hold, something to sip, helps to soothe 
them.  The angel in the tomb gave the ladies a job.  In verse 7, he told them to “go tell His disciples and Peter 
to look for Jesus in Galilee.”   This actually helped them to process their shock. 
 
 
 
 
 
“…and Peter”.  These are two beautiful words!  The last time we saw Peter was in chapter 14 and he was 
cussing and denying that he ever knew Jesus.  We might expect that this would be the end to Peter.  After all, 
didn’t Jesus warn in Mark 3:29, that if they blasphemed the Holy Spirit, they’d never be forgiven?  Surely 
Peter’s actions would invoke the same eternal response?  Yet, when the angel said, “and Peter”, hope rushed 
into the story.  Peter could not deny what he did, so Jesus reached out to him in an undeniable way: “and tell 
Peter…” 
 
Jesus was onto Peter.  He knew about Peter’s failure, and He knew Peter would be beating himself up over it.  
This is true for all of us.  Jesus knows all about your failures too, and the shame.  Nobody is getting away with 
anything.  God knows every sin that we have ever committed.  Yet, as He did with Peter, God does with us.  He 
extends the olive branch.  “And Peter” might as well say “And (your name)”.   
 
In verse 7 the angel tells them that Jesus “is going ahead of you into Galilee”.  This is not a statement about 
Jesus getting their first.  It was used of generals leading their armies into battle.  It is a phrase that means 
“Jesus is leading you, so keep following where He leads.”  To a guy like Peter, these were life giving words.  
Jesus did not boot him out because he had failed.  Just as He had done in the beginning, Jesus continued 
inviting His disciples to “follow ME”.   
 
And this is good news for us, isn’t it?  If there was hope for Peter, there is hope for us.  If in spite of Peter’s 
colossal failure Jesus saved a spot for him on the team roster, then surely, Jesus saves a place for you.  And 

What does the shock of these women tell you about Mark’s account of the event?  Does it make it more 
plausible or less?  Why?  Why not?     



this really is the whole point, isn’t it?  “All we like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6).  This is the whole reason why Jesus came 
to earth in the first place.  Our sin left us hopelessly broken and trapped in the shame of it all.  There is no 
possible way for us to fix it on our own.  We needed a Savior, so God stepped in and saved us.  The entire 
point of Jesus’ life is to extend the invitation by saying, “and (your name)”.  He is calling to you. 
 
Shortly after Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden, God called to him, “Adam, where are you?” (Genesis 3:9).  
Here, shortly after Peter denied knowing Jesus, God does the same thing.  He didn’t call out Peter to shame 
him.  He called him to restore him, and He does the same thing for you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have said it several times, but it bears repeating: the word ‘gospel’ means “good news that changes 
everything”.  It literally demands a response.  Mark has demonstrated for us that the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus is the gospel.  Mark has shown us the wide array of reactions that people had to Jesus.  
This makes sense.  It only stands to reason that an infinite God would invoke an infinite number of reactions.  
As we have seen, the reactions ran the gamut from total rejection to unfettered devotion and everything in 
between.  The death of Jesus brought utter despair and disbelief from Jesus’ closest followers.  His 
resurrection did the same thing.  They were shocked that He died and they were shocked that He rose from 
the dead.  Was this life changing?  You bet! How?  They didn’t know, but they knew life was permanently 
different. 
 
Have you ever had something happen in your life that you knew made everything different, but you weren’t 
sure how?  Perhaps the birth of a child, or marriage, or a significant graduation.  These types of events are 
milestones in our lives that bring monumental change.  In the moment you know everything is different, but 
you can’t explain how.  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is like that.  You can reject it or you can embrace it, 
but either way it will change everything.  But how?  How has life changed? 
 
Mark provides a fitting ending for such a big question.  Mark 16:8 is one of the most unsettling endings to a 
book that has ever been written.  Look at it again.  In verse 7 the angel tells them to “go and tell”.  In verse 8, 
they were afraid and didn’t tell anybody.  Does this bother you?  Does it seem weird that Mark would drop us 
off a literary cliff like this?   
 
You’re not the only one who is puzzled by it.  Scholars down through the centuries have wrestled with it too.  
In fact, it was so unnerving, that someone in the early Church decided to give it a proper ending.  This is what 
we find in verses 9-20.  Your Bible probably has this section in italics and there is a little note saying, “the most 
reliable early manuscripts do not have Mark 16:9-20”.   
 
For the record, I personally believe that the way we have it is the way God wants us to have it.  Mark 16:9-20 
is inspired scripture and we need to treat it as such at all times.  However, it is perfectly acceptable to wrestle 
with it and the best way to see it is that we have two endings to Mark’s Gospel.  We will look more closely at 
the second ending next week, but for now, let’s focus on this first one.   
 

Jesus’ life truly is the “Gospel”.  The Divine broke into history, lived a perfect human life and then died in 
order to pay the penalty for our sins so that Divine justice would be satisfied.  Mark went to great pains 
to prove and verify this.  What will you do with it?  What is your reaction?  Will you worship Jesus in 
humility or walk away in pride?  The choice really is yours, but make a choice.  Not choosing is foolish. 



N.T. Wright said, “Instead of a cheap, happy ending, Mark gave us…a brooding puzzle.”9   I personally believe 
Mark ended this way on purpose.  He has done this all throughout his book.  He leaves you hanging so that 
you must decide what to do.  Mark is challenging us to engage with the story.  Jesus’ life will change your life, 
but you will need to wrestle with it.  Mark writes in such a way that we are forced to wrestle with what he tells 
us.  For example, when Jesus calmed the storm at the end of chapter 4 we are left with the question, “Who is 
this, even the wind and waves obey Him?”  That’s it.  That’s how the story ends.  We, readers, are forced to 
ask it for ourselves.  Who do we say that He is?  In chapter 12 Jesus quizzed the Pharisees on a Bible question 
about King David’s descendants.  How could the Messiah be David’s ‘son’ if David called him ‘Lord’?  And 
again, that’s where it ends and we are left to answer the question for ourselves.   
 
Who is this that controls nature, what do you think? 
 
Who is this to whom kings bow down, what do you think? 
 
And here, in chapter 16, Mark brings his whole book to a close with a similar kind of question.  In a sense, he 
gave his original audience what they would expect (remember how they felt about women?).  But in another 
way, he has drawn out our sense of indignation that these women totally dropped the ball.  “How could they 
not tell anybody? Don’t they know what just happened?”  Exactly!  
 
The question immediately turns around on us: how could we not tell anybody?  How could we allow our fears 
to stop us from sharing the single greatest news that ever hit our planet?  Some scholars think that one of the 
Mary’s was part of the Roman church at the time of Mark’s writing.  So, the cliff hanger was like a discussion 
prompt for her to continue the story.  It’s fun to think about.  We can easily imagine the rest of the church 
turning to Mary and begging her to tell them more.  But that is just an imaginative thought at best, we have no 
hard evidence that such was the case.  Jesus’ work on planet earth has changed everything so much that we 
do not even know what the change fully will look like.   
 
Is it frightening?  Yes.  But will you embrace it anyway?  Mark leaves us to ponder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Twelve: Jesus, the Movement Continues.  
 

READ Mark 16:9-20. 
 
As we learned last week, these verses are not part of some of the oldest manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel.  A 
casual reading leaves the honest student with questions: “If Mary was afraid and didn’t tell anybody in verse 8, 
then why does verse 10 say that she went and told people?”  Verses 9 and 10 feel like the story is starting over 
again, which is a textual clue that these may not have belonged to Mark’s original writing.  This does not mean 
they were forged.  It just means we can’t find these verses with those oldest manuscripts.  Storage of 
documents in the ancient world was not exactly a pristine process.  Many of these writings were kept in clay 
jars in caves which were frequently used by vagabonds and robbers, so it’s a miracle that more of these 
valuable documents weren’t lost!   

 
9 Wright, NT. Mark for Everyone, 223. 

In what ways has the resurrection of Jesus practically changed your life?  Think through the little changes 
as well as the big ones.  How is your life different because Jesus rose from the dead?     



 
As we approach the appendix of Mark, it is important to realize that while it may not have been written by 
him, the content is found in the other three gospels and in the Book of Acts.  It corroborates with their 
testimonies, which means we can confidently accept it as the Word of God.  Before we apply its lessons, let’s 
walk through it and see how it lines up with the rest of scripture. 
 
In Mark 16:9 Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene.  This is also mentioned in John 20:12-14.  The fact that 
they did not believe her is also spoken of in Luke 24:11 who adds that to the disciples the words of the women 
seemed “like nonsense”.  
 
Mark 16:12-13 is the story of Jesus’ conversation with two disciples as they walked on the road to Emmaus.  
Luke expands on it in more detail in Luke 24:13-35, Mark gives us the shortened form. 
 
Mark 16:14 refers to Jesus’ appearance in the upper room where the disciples were hiding for fear of the Jews.  
This is also found in Luke 24:36-44.  The primary difference between the two is that Mark records a much 
stronger rebuke than what is found in Luke.  The word used in Mark implies that Jesus gave them quite the 
verbal lashing for their unbelief. 
 
Mark 16:15-16 is an obvious rendition of the Great Commission that is also found in Matthew 28:18-20.   
 
Mark 16:17-18 speaks about the power of the believers when they are baptized in the Holy Spirit.  This is 
shown throughout the Book of Acts.  The trampling of snakes is mentioned in Luke 10:19, but it does not 
mention being able to pick them up.  However, this did happen to the Apostle Paul.  He tossed a bunch of 
sticks onto a fire and a viper jumped out and latched onto his arm.  Paul shook the snake off and miraculously 
survived the bite (Acts 28:3-6).   
 
Mark 16:19-20 refers to the ascension of Jesus as He returned to Heaven which is also found in Luke 24:51 and 
Acts 1:9.  
 
The reason why we have taken the time to mention this is because it is important to see that while Mark 16:9-
20 may not have been written by Mark, it is nonetheless consistent with other scripture.  Therefore, it can be 
trusted, it is the Word of God. What we have at the end of Mark is what God wants us to have and it is 
beautiful for a number of reasons that we will explore in a moment, but first a question… 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a relief to know that struggling with belief does not disqualify a person from following Jesus or working 
with Him to advance the Gospel.  Three times in these few verses we read “they did not believe”.  It seems 
that unbelief is a common problem amongst Jesus’ followers!  Given this, it makes one wonder why we refer 
to Christians as “believers”?  
 
We do not need to have every question answered before we trust in Jesus.  The truth is, if you could figure out 
everything there is to know about Him, then He would not be worth trusting.  Our ability to understand is 
limited.  Jesus defies our understanding and this is a good thing.  Having unanswered questions is a normal 
part of the Christian experience.  Our faith is not built on our doubts.  Our faith is built on what we know.  We 
know enough of Jesus to know that He can be trusted, and this is enough. 
 

Does this talk about Mark’s ending make you question the authenticity of the Bible or does it deepen 
your appreciation of it?  How so?     



Mark is not the only Gospel writer to mention doubting disciples.  In Matthew, the disciples all gathered 
around Jesus after His resurrection.  He tells us that “they worshipped Him; but some doubted” (Matthew 
28:17).  Luke tells us, “they did not believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke 24:41).  John doesn’t speak 
of doubt specifically, but you definitely get the sense that the boys felt deflated after Jesus’ death.  Peter 
suggested they go back to fishing, so they did.  
 
All of this is evidence that the movement of Christ’s message and the establishment of His kingdom here on 
earth is a miracle.  If it were dependent on the will of man, it would have failed at the beginning.  This is 
deeply encouraging for us.  We waver too.  We waffle, we doubt, we are fearful, we fail, yet Christ’s work 
continues through us.  Christ partners with us in ministry because of the joy it can bring to us.  There is nothing 
more thrilling than to experience the power of God working through you.  This is for our benefit, not Christ’s.  
He can do it without us, but He invites us to join Him so that we can share in the thrill.  The choice is yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verse 14 contains a strong rebuke.  Jesus gave the boys a real “what for”.  After Jesus had told them multiple 
times that His death and resurrection was all part of the Heavenly plan, they still refused to believe the 
witnesses to His resurrection.  (Some guys are extra thick headed!).  Let’s think through this: which takes 
greater faith, to believe what you’ve seen or to believe what you have not seen?  By refusing to believe in the 
testimony of the women, these disciples were demonstrating a really infantile faith.  Again, it is a miracle that 
God was able to do anything with these guys!   
 
Before we come down too hard on these men, let’s look at ourselves in the mirror.  In what ways is our faith 
similar to theirs?  How often have you asked God to prove something?  We need to understand that faith is 
not the ability to believe beyond doubt.  It is the ability to believe and act accordingly, in spite of our doubts. 
Mystery is a very real element in our faith journey.  If you have no mystery, no unanswered questions, no 
doubts, you probably do not have faith.   
 
Then notice what Jesus does next in verse 15.  He tells them to “go into all the world and preach…”.  This 
would imply that Jesus’ cure for our doubts is to put us into the fight as quickly as possible.  Do you have 
doubts?  Start preaching!  You have questions?  Go out and start answering other people’s questions. 
 
This was essentially the same advice that the Apostle Paul gave to Philemon.  He told Philemon that he was 
praying he’d be “active in sharing your faith so that you may have a full understanding of everything you have 
in Christ Jesus” (Philemon 1:6).  There is a connection between solving our doubts and sharing the gospel.  We 
do not have to know everything or have all of our questions answered before we can share the good news 
with someone else.  One of the ways to be prepared to give an answer for the hope you have is to be asked 
questions that you can’t answer! (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
In the “12 Steps” recovery process for Alcoholics Anonymous, the 12th step is “Having had a spiritual 
awakening as the result of these steps, I now carry this message to alcoholics and practice these principles in 
all my affairs.”  The 12th step is the key to ongoing sobriety for someone who is in recovery.  The more a 
person is able to give away what they have learned, the more freedom they will experience.  It is at this step 
where a recovering person will serve as a sponsor for someone else who is beginning the steps.  This is a 
powerful way to reinforce the principles they have learned and the freedom they have tasted.   

If you actively serve in the church, think through your motives.  Why do you serve? (Be as genuine as 
possible).  If you do not serve much, think through your motives.  Why do you hold back?  How does it 
impact you to know that Jesus doesn’t need you to be strong before He can work with you? 



Do you want to overcome doubts and questions?  Do you want to fortify your faith in Jesus?  Then, do as Jesus 
told His disciples and “go tell others”.   
 
 
 
 
 
Some churches take the words of verses 17 & 18 literally.  They let rattlesnakes loose in their sanctuary and 
give parishioners the opportunity to “walk by faith”.  As you can imagine, nobody falls asleep in those church 
services!  But here’s the problem with lumping these verses into the “figurative” category: He also said that 
we’d drive out demons, speak in tongues and heal sick people.  So, if we are not to accept the snake handling 
as literal, then we cannot fairly accept the rest of it as literal.  And, if we accept speaking in tongues, driving 
out demons and healing, then we also need to accept the whole snake and poison thing.  But how?   
 
Some scholars point to Acts 28:3-6 as evidence to support Jesus’ claim.  I mentioned it earlier, it is the story of 
Paul surviving a viper bite.  Some think Jesus said it, it happened once, and now it will never happen again. 
However, there are countless stories in history of Christians surviving horrible odds for the sake of the gospel.  
So Jesus’ words are not limited to Paul’s experience.   
 
What are we to make of this?  We can all probably point to stories on both sides.  We know of Christians who 
attempted great things for God and died.  We know of Christians who attempted great things for God and 
lived to write books.  One thing we dare not do.  We dare not turn Jesus’ words into some sort of blanket 
promise of success after success to those who “have enough faith”.  The lesson for us is follow Jesus where He 
leads, and even if it gets you killed, be faithful.  (and please, don’t play with snakes in church!) 
 
 
 
   
 
This second ending of Mark brings us to a satisfactory happy resolve.  Jesus ascends to Heaven and the 
movement continues as His disciples go everywhere preaching.  As they preach, Jesus confirms His word 
through signs and miracles.  Nice!  Roll credits.  Close the book and we all go home with that warm, fuzzy 
feeling in our hearts.  Before we walk away, let’s think through this. 
 
What is it about a happy ending that makes us feel good?  Could it be that there is something deep inside of us 
that connects to it?  If so, could it be that we instinctively know God will make all things right some day?  And 
isn’t this really what ‘The Gospel’ is all about?  God created life perfectly and He entrusted it to us to manage 
but we blew it horribly.  Our sin left earth and life and creation marred beyond recognition.  We live in a shell 
of our former glory.  This is our fault, not God’s.  God had every reason to condemn us, yet instead, He came 
here as one of us in order to make things right again.  The death of Jesus was to pay the penalty and satisfy 
Divine justice.  The resurrection of Jesus was the exoneration.  It’s over.  There is now therefore, no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). The debt is paid in full.   
 
Mark spent his pages demonstrating that Jesus has the power and the authority to actually make it happen.  If 
Jesus tried to stop storms but couldn’t, it would be a different story.  If Jesus’s disciples had stolen His dead 
body and then spread rumors of resurrection, it would be a very different story.  But this is not a fairy tale. 
Jesus actually stopped storms and raised from the dead to the utter shock and horror of anyone who 
witnessed it.  Therefore, the work of Jesus on earth actually is the very bed rock of human existence.  The 
author of life came into this world to give life back to the dead. If you believe it, it can be yours.  It does not 

When was the last time that you explained the plan of salvation to someone else?  How did it go?  What 
did it do for your own relationship with Jesus? 

Can you think of other ways to explain these verses?  If the application for us is not to play with snakes, 
then what is it?  How does it apply to our daily lives? 



matter how deep of a pit you were in when Jesus found you.  He came down to raise you up.   This is good 
news that will change you.  If there is one consistent message that reverberates throughout Mark it is this: You 
cannot meet Jesus and stay the same. The real Jesus is entirely too big and powerful for us to scuff up against 
Him and walk away unchanged.  And anyone changed by Jesus will not be able to stop themselves from 
joyfully telling others.  “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard!” (Acts 4:20). 
 
What will you do? 
 
 
 
 

Epilogue 
 

Unlike Mark, I am not a fan of cliff hangers, so please indulge me with a little more of your time to wrap this 
up with a personal testimony.  This has been a heart stopping study that has left me evaluating my own 
experience of Jesus.  I have been Jesus’ little brother since I was 15 years old.  Nothing else has defined my life 
in a bigger way.  Our friendship and intimacy have been the single greatest treasure of my life.  Yet, after 
studying Mark, I hunger for a deeper encounter with Jesus.  I am left feeling that my experience with Jesus is 
missing something.  After all, the most common way that people responded to Jesus in Mark was fear.   
 
How did the disciples respond after witnessing Jesus calm the storm?  Fear. 
How did the townspeople respond after Jesus cured their demon possessed ‘problem’ who terrorized the 
whole region from the cemetery?  In fear, they asked Jesus to leave their town. 
How did the woman with the issue of blood respond when Jesus called her out after getting healed?  She 
trembled with fear. 
How did the disciples react when they saw Jesus walking on water?  They were terrified. 
 
Over and over again, fear was the common reaction to Jesus.  I have known Jesus but I have not feared Him.  
To know Him fully, I must know Him as He is and not as I want Him to be.  Like a boulder being tossed into a 
puddle, Mark has dropped a “Jesus” bomb into my heart and I want more.  I want to know the same Jesus 
Who shook up all those people in Mark’s Gospel.  Do you feel the same way?  
 
We began our time with an exercise on page 7 where you were asked to evaluate your understanding of Jesus.  
Without looking back at your previous answers, please take a moment and respond to this prompt: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, go back to page 7 and let’s take a look at how your perspectives on Jesus have changed as a result of 
encountering Him through Mark’s Gospel.   

In this space write what you believe Jesus is 
like… 

In this space write what you believe Jesus stands 
for and why He came… 



The Gospel According to Mark 
 
Mark wrote his gospel to bring his readers into a life-changing relationship with Jesus.  For these first readers, 
it would’ve been the only book of the Bible they possessed.  So, let’s suppose that you were a first century 
Christian and you wanted to share the Gospel with a friend and Mark’s Gospel is all you had to use.  How 
would you do it?   
 
There is salvation in no other.  Jesus is the only way.   
 Mark 1:1 “The gospel of Jesus Christ”.  Jesus is THE gospel!  His life is the good news that we have been 
looking for and He can change everything. 
 
 
To receive Jesus, we will need to change the way we think. 
 Mark 1:15 “Repent and believe”.  Let’s face it, the way we have been thinking has not worked well.  It 
has gotten us into a mess.  So, what is the harm in considering Jesus’ message? 
 
 
Jesus is not religion.  He is relationship and He is a reason to live. 
 Mark 1:17 “Follow me and I will send you out to fish for people.”  Religion does not work and Jesus did 
not come to make us more religious.  He invites us to follow Him and if we do, He will give our lives a greater 
purpose beyond our wildest dreams.   
 
 
Sin is my real problem. 
 Mark 7:23 “All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”  Our sinful heart is the real issue and 
only Jesus has the ability to correct it.   
 
 
Jesus had to die to solve our sin problem. 
 Jesus predicted His death three times (Mark 8:33, 9:31 & 10:34).  If our problem was political, Jesus 
had the power to overthrow government.  If our problem was societal, Jesus had the power to throw down 
the oppressor and raise up the oppressed. Our problem is much deeper and Jesus’ death was the only 
solution. 
 
 
If sin is the problem, then forgiveness is the cure. 
 Mark 16:7 “Go tell His disciples and Peter…” After they all abandoned Jesus and after Peter denied 
knowing Jesus, He still reached out to them.  Why?  Because He forgives.  If He forgave their failures, He can 
forgive yours too. 
 
 
What will you do with what you now know? 
 Mark 16:16 “Trembling and bewildered…they said nothing to anyone because they were afraid.”  The 
first witnesses fled from the empty tomb and told nobody.  What will you do? 
 
 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,  
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 
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