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killing me. 
Why dying to self is the only way to truly live. 
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self 
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love 

A blueprint for becoming the 
person God dreamed you could be. 
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You might be wondering why I used “Killing Me” as the title for this study.  Because better than 
anything, it expresses what must happen if we are to grow in relationship with Jesus.  The secret to 
truly abundant living is dying to ourselves. 
 
Whenever I am working with someone to help them mature in their relationship with Jesus, I ask 
God to show me their next step.  To grow, we all need to know the next step that God is challenging 
us to take. Growing gets harder, not easier.  It requires that we give more of ourselves, not less.  
This is the reason why few Christians make progress in their walk with God.  The only way to 
experience the abundance of life that Jesus promised and the sweetness of intimacy with the heart 
of God, is to ruthlessly die to the selfish instincts that run amuck in our souls.  Jesus made Himself 
nothing (Philippians 2:7).  What do you think His plan is for you? 
 
I hope that this journal gives you language to talk about your growth in the Lord.  I also hope it 
becomes a tool that helps you to help someone else grow (aka “make disciples”).  The absolute best 
thing you can do right now is ask a friend to become your discipleship partner through this process.  
If you will meet weekly to go over the questions together, you will gain the most from this study.  I 
cannot emphasize this strongly enough.  Please get a partner with whom you will share this study. 
 
Hopefully the graphic below gives you a clear picture of what must happen in order for you to 
mature in Christ.  This simple picture illustrates the whole process.  The less of you there is, the 
more love you will experience.  The more of you there is, the less love you will experience.  Your 
experience of love is in direct proportion to how much of you is still in the equation.  Sounds weird, 
huh?  If there is less of me, how can I enjoy more love?  It’s a paradox! It’s not something we hear 
about much, but I assure you it is solidly true.  It is also what “Killing Me” is all about.  We are taking 
the ladder and climbing it down, not up.  In doing so, we will reach unimaginable heights!   
 
May God bless you on this sacred journey down. 

less 
self 

more 
love 

Less me equals more love. 
 

Why killing me? 

more 
self 

less 
love 

More me equals less love. 
 

Why killing me? 
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“I would rather experience the Trinity than define it… 

my soul is a heaven where God lives.” ~St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 
 
Love is the hardest thing you will ever do.  There are some who are easier to love than others, but even the 
easiest ones will soon require a sacrifice.  As the “theologian”, J. Geils famously sang, “Till the day you die, this 
thing they call love, it’s gonna make you cry…love stinks!”  Mr. Geils may have been jaded when he penned 
those words, but any honest person would admit that truly loving others is hard.  Loving you cost Jesus His 
whole life.  That’s the nature of love.  Genuine love is focused on others, not self.  Therefore, to love well, 
requires a death.  You need to die to you.  Love is never a reflection of the one being loved.  It always reflects 
the character of the one giving the love.  When you consider how difficult the human race has made it for 
Him, the supreme character of Jesus shines through in the way He loves us.   
 
Loving Jesus in return is the whole point of Christianity.  We have turned this into a religion about getting 
people to a place called Heaven.  We sell people on the golden streets and pearly gates as though the Bible is 
a travel agent’s glossy brochure and Heaven is the hot vacation spot.  What if we have been wrong?  What if 
the goal is not “getting into Heaven”?   
 
You see, the main attraction of Heaven is not the glistening streets.  It is the magnificent Person who reigns 
there.  Jesus is not inviting us to a place.  He invites us to Himself.   In Solomon’s great love song of all songs, 
the Lover (Jesus) says of His beloved (us), “You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride, you have stolen my 
heart with one glance of your eyes,” (Song of songs 4:9).  Does it make you feel uncomfortable to think that 
Jesus looks at you this way?  It is awkward, isn’t it?  We stole His heart?  Yes!  Some of us might prefer to know 
Jesus from a distance, but He refuses to do that.  He wants intimacy…with you. 
 
This sounds like a great proposal, until we realize how difficult it is to love.  Jesus wants relationship, but 
relationship, if it is to be healthy, requires that both parties die to themselves.  If we were to be honest, we 
would admit that selfishness muddies all of our relationships.  Selfishness is what makes love “stink”.  This 
explains why the Apostle Paul told… 
 

…the Philippians: “look not only to your own interests, but also the interests of others” (Philippians 2:4). 
…the Romans: “honor one another above yourselves” (Romans 12:10). 

…the Ephesians: “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). 
 
 
 
 
The same is true in your relationship with Jesus.  We are being fitted to live intimately with Him forever.  He 
wants to literally share the crown with us.  The only way for this to work is “take up your cross and follow Him” 
(Matthew 10:38).  There are no short cuts.  The path to glory is paved with daily decisions to die to ourselves.  
This was Paul’s experience: “I die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31).  Cross carrying is the secret to abundant living 
and loving.  It makes sense if you think about it.  Jesus wants intimacy, and the more intimate a relationship, 
the more each participant must give up in order to enjoy it.  Can you imagine a couple on their wedding day 
promising to love one another with a part of their hearts?  Of course not!   
 
Here is our dilemma.  Knowing Jesus in this way is intriguing to us, but we are terrified of giving our whole 
selves to Jesus.  We find it impossible to give ourselves away to another human being, so throwing ourselves 
into a God Whom we cannot see sounds utterly insane.  What are we to do?  Religion is empty, but 
relationship with Jesus costs everything!  Do you feel this tension?   

less 
self 

more 
love 

These are more than preachable quotes, Paul was literally teaching us the bedrock 
of every healthy relationship: The less selfish you are, the more satisfying your 
relationships will be.   
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Thankfully, Jesus is the most Gracious and Kind Person you will ever know.  He asks us for everything, but He 
knows our jittery little hearts, and that it will take us a lifetime to give it.  There is no short cut for intimacy.  
We are growing in the long and often painful process of dying to ourselves in order that we might enjoy 
unimaginable oneness with Christ.   
 
This brings up a question, how do we know if we are moving closer to the goal?  Relationships cannot be 
measured in the usual metrics like “how much?” or “how many?”  There is no scale on which we can step to 
see if we have shed more of ourselves.  So, how do we measure progress?   
 
It is important to understand two things:  First, self does not die in combat.  We cannot kill the “I” in ourselves 
by fighting against it.  Self only dies when it finds something greater to love.  This is how it works.  True love 
doesn’t think of dying to self as a sacrifice.  It is so focused on the beloved that nothing else matters.  Lovers 
throw themselves away to give everything to the one they love.   This is why we must be careful about who or 
what we love.  Giving ourselves away to anything less than God will only destroy us and bring us to ruin.  
Loving God is the only way to lose ourselves and end up with more than when we started!  This was the 
Apostle Paul’s experience, who “considered all things a loss compared to the surpassing excellence of knowing 
Christ” (Philippians 3:8).  This is the heart of dying to self.  Having found a great love, we give all, and hardly 
even notice! 
 
We have great examples to follow:  Abraham left Ur; Elisha burned his plow; the woman at the well left her 
bucket; Lazarus left his grave clothes.  When you get embraced by a greater love, you think nothing of leaving 
the past behind to pursue what’s beyond.  Why would we keep our old selves when we see the wide-open 
arms of Christ welcoming us home?   
 
Second, relationships are not like plants, they don’t grow.  Relationships mature.  My sweetie and I do not 
have a bigger marriage than when we started our journey 34 years ago, but it has matured.  How do we know 
that it has matured?  We are less selfish.  How do we know we are less selfish?  That’s a tough question to 
answer.  Neither of us could point to specific examples, unselfishness cannot be measured but it can be 
enjoyed.  We have less of an urge to control one another, we trust each other more, and we defer to one 
another more, but we couldn’t say how much more, we just sense it.  Neither of us would say it’s perfect, but 
it’s definitely improving.   
 
As long as we continue to think of Jesus in religious terms, dying to self will feel like an impossible ask.  So, 
what if we begin to see it as an invitation to love?  Jesus is inviting us into intimacy. This is why our study is 
titled “Killing Me”.  Here is the truth about the Christian life:  following Jesus will kill you, but you’ll never be 
better!  The lover of Jesus would not have it any other way.  The less there is of me, the more of Him I enjoy. 
 
So, how do we know if we are less selfish and moving closer to Jesus?  In some cases, a picture can say more 
than words.  Because relationships are multi-dimensional, intimacy needs more than words to capture its 
meaning.  Thankfully, the Bible has given us word pictures that depict deepening levels of intimacy.  These are 
not steps, but they are sequential.  Think of these as seasons or phases through which we must pass.  These 
seasons do not last for specific periods of time.  They are not about cutting notches in our belts and saying, 
“Look what I have accomplished!”  They are simply ways of recognizing maturity, selflessness.   
 
Between each phase of our journey, there is a transition.  These transitions are painful but a necessary part of 
our relationship with Jesus.  You may find that you have experienced these painful transitions before, but 
never understood their purpose.  I pray that this helps you to make sense of those events.  When seen in the 
light of intimacy, pain takes on a greater purpose. 
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Of all the studies we have done as a church, this one will be the most intense and personal.  It will bring up 
some hurts from your past and it will challenge the way you have been thinking about God.  We can never 
receive more than Heaven’s best, but we often settle for much less.  God has a gift that you are capable of 
receiving.  You were literally made for Him, built for intimacy with God.  While dying to yourself will be the 
hardest thing you ever do, it will prove to be the most fulfilling! 
 
To get the most out of this journey, you will need to join a Life Group for community, and you will need to 
connect with at least one Christian friend for support and plan to meet regularly with this person. 
 
Before we begin, are you sure you want to do this?  Jesus can be intense.  He is all-powerful, which means He 
can be overwhelming sometimes.  He is all-knowing, which means you cannot hide from Him.  He is ever 
present, which means you cannot run from Him.  The love that He has for you is the most passionate, intense, 
sacrificing love you have ever experienced.  The way He looks at you, can pierce the depths of your soul.  He 
has given all He has to you.  Anything you are holding back is going to be exposed and you may even feel 
embarrassed that you held onto it.  Your love for Him will be tested and you will fail the test many times.  But 
take heart, you have caught the eye of the King and He likes what He sees! 
 
Over the next nine weeks, we will explore six biblical word pictures and the transitions that hold them 
together.  We will also ask many probing questions designed to expose the real relationship you have with 
Christ.  The “real relationship”?  Yes, it is easy to do a few devotionals, kick a few old habits and assume we are 
“close to Jesus”.  While devotionals and better habits are good, they are external behaviors and do very little 
to reveal our heart.  Paul told the Corinthians to “examine yourselves” (2 Corinthians 13:5).  We may discover 
that we’re not as close to Jesus as we have assumed.  Are you prepared for this?  Let’s agree as we begin that 
settling for anything less than intimate oneness with Christ is unacceptable.   
 
For the purpose of our schedule, here is where we will be going in the next three months: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feb. 05 Introduction 
Feb. 12 Holy Spirit Weekend 
Feb. 19 Potter & clay, Seeing God’s Hand 
Feb. 26 Seeing the purpose in our pain, part 1 
 
Mar. 5 Shepherd & sheep, Learning God’s Voice 
Mar. 12 Master & servant, Obeying God’s Command 
Mar. 19 Friend & friend, Enjoying God’s Presence 
Mar. 26 Missions Sunday (Janice Quinlan from Thailand will be with us!) 
 
Apr. 2 Seeing the purpose in our pain, part 2 
Apr. 9 Easter Sunday.  He is risen! 
Apr. 16 Brother & siblings, Joining God’s Mission 
Apr. 23 Husband & bride, Reigning with God’s Son 
Apr. 30 Seeing the purpose in our pain, part 3 
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Potter and Clay, Seeing God’s Hand 

  
“Ultimately mastering yourself is only accomplished  

by being mastered by God.” ~Ed Taylor 
 
Soon after the voice of God made it, the hand of God plunged in and grabbed a fistful of dirt to form the first 
man.  Having breathed His own holy breath into Adam’s lifeless lungs, he sprung into being.  It was here that 
the Divine dance with humans began.  Spending their days as co-regents of the Garden, they named every 
animal, managed every tree and cared for every shrub.  From the smallest of insects to the behemoth, God 
and Adam, Adam and God worked as partners in caring for creation.  Every evening, when the sun’s bright 
warmth gave way to the crisp night air, the two walked together.  God ruled Adam and Adam ruled everything 
else.  This is the way it worked.  Adam was never designed to be an independent operator.  He was designed 
to function in relationship with God.   
 
The joy of those first days was euphoric but incomplete.  Why?  “It was not good for man to be alone”.  Alone?  
But Adam had God.  He was never alone.  Yet, God said that Adam’s aloneness was “not good”.  It was the 
only “not good” thing in creation.  A man alone is “not good”.  A woman alone is “not good”.  God created us 
to be with one another.  Lacking this “with-ness”, Adam was alone and it was “not good”.  Taking the man, 
whom He had lovingly crafted with His own hands, God put him into a deep sleep.  While Adam slept, God 
removed a rib, first made from clay, and from it, created the first woman.  Adam awoke to the surprise of his 
life.  There she was!  Stunning.  Captivating.  Beautiful.  Adam could not get enough of this one who was like 
him in every way, but different.  Adam and Eve entered the joy of discovering all the ways in which they 
complimented one another and made the perfect pair.   
 
Adam and Eve and God.  A picture of the Heavenly Trinity, yet walking on the earth.  Those first days of ecstasy 
when Adam walked alone with God were eclipsed by the rapturous thrill of Adam walking with Eve, with God.  
Literally, nothing could be better than this!  This is the heavenly pattern, the ideal.  
 
How long did the joy endure?  We do not know.  Perhaps a year? A century?  A millennia?  Nobody knows 
because when living in perfection, there is no need to keep a watch.  Why ruin it with a time limit?  Why 
would you want it to end?!  Yet tragically, the joyful dance did come to an end.  The first time Adam slept was 
induced by God and it produced a woman.  The second time Adam fell asleep was on his own and it produced 
the downfall of humanity.   
 
Where was Adam when the serpent slinked into the middle of the garden and seduced his wife?  Genesis is 
clear that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was located in the middle of the garden.  This means that 
Satan was able to move past the front gate and make his way to the very center of their home.  Why didn’t 
Adam stop the enemy at the front door?  We do not know.  Metaphorically speaking, Adam was asleep at the 
wheel.  This brought disaster into the world.  The divine dance shattered.  The co-regents of God stepped out 
on their own and instantly brought ruin to it all.   
 
That evening, God entered into the Garden for their daily walk.  His voice echoed through the trees, “Adam, 
where are you?... Adam?... Where are you?”  For the very first time, Adam’s instinct was to run from God 
rather than to Him.  The thrilling joy of those first days walking in unison with God was replaced by fear, 
shame and ruin.  It would take two more generations of people before mankind would begin “calling on the 
name of the Lord” (Genesis 4:26).  Think of it.  Adam worked and walked with God every single day.  But after 
they fell, two entire generations went by before people felt comfortable enough to even call out His name.  
This is how deeply shame and fear have gripped the human soul.   
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Our very first instinct, built into us by the hand of God is to trust Him and His leadership.  But sin has twisted it 
around and now our instinct is to recoil from His hand.  Yet this instinct brings more shame and ruin.  Rather 
than run back to God for shelter, we persist in building our own.  Refusing to return to the Rock from which we 
have been hewn, we insist on building our own houses…on sand!  
 
The prophet Jeremiah said it this way, “My people have committed two sins: they have forsaken Me, the Spring 
of Living Water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water” (Jeremiah 2:13).  It 
reminds me of an old country song we used to sing in the hills of West Virginia.  A man named Henry had a 
hole in his bucket and he told his wife, Liza, about it.  Her advice was “Fix it dear Henry! Fix it!”.  Whatever 
dear old Henry tried to do to fix his bucket, only made the problem worse until eventually the bucket was 
useless.  Jeremiah sees the same thing happening with the human race.  We put a hole in our bucket and 
every attempted fix only makes the hole bigger.  Yet, rather than return to God, we insist on plugging the hole 
ourselves.   
 
Like Adam and Eve, we are still hiding from God and our buckets are leaking worse and worse.  What are we to 
do?  Again, God’s words through Jeremiah are a clarion call, “Return, faithless Israel…I will frown on you no 
longer, for I am merciful, I will not be angry forever.  Only acknowledge your guilt-you have rebelled against 
the Lord your God…Return!” (Jeremiah 3:11-14).   
 
Why is it so hard for us to return? Page after page of scripture contain the same message from God.  
Sometimes He is calling us and other times He is begging us.  Sometimes His tone is stern and other times His 
tone is tender, but the message is the same, “return!”  Why is it so hard?  Because to return we must admit 
two things:  One, I am not God, I cannot run my own life without ruining it. And, two, I have done wrong, I 
have left God, He has not left me.  This is why the first season of our walk with God is depicted as Potter and 
clay.  The Potter and the clay have a relationship.  It is not very intimate, but it is necessary.  Here, the roles 
are redefined back to their original intention.  Do you remember Adam’s dance with God?  God ruled 
Adam…Adam ruled the earth.  This is the Divine order.  The first lesson we must learn is that God is in charge, 
not us. 
 
In Jeremiah 18, God led the prophet to the house of the potter where he received this word from the Lord, 
“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in My hand Israel!” (Jeremiah 18:6).  Jeremiah observed that the 
potter took a marred piece of clay and reshaped it to make something different, “shaping it as seemed best to 
him” (Jeremiah 18:4).  It’s a clear metaphor of what God does with us.  He takes our lives, like broken pieces of 
clay and reshapes them as seems best to Him.   
 
The Apostle Paul uses the same metaphor to ask an uncomfortable question, “Does the Potter have the right 
to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common use?” (Romans 
9:21).  The obvious answer is, “Yes.  He does.”  Does God have the right to do as He wishes with each human 
being?  Yes.   
 
This is a hard message for modern hearers to swallow.  We prefer to think of ourselves as being in control of 
our own destinies and having the freedom to define our own lives.  Yet, if we are the creature and God is the 
Creator, are we not the products of HIS design? In fact, when Genesis 2:7 says that God “formed the man from 
the dust of the ground”, the word translated from Hebrew to English as “formed” is the same word used to 
talk about a Potter forming a lump of clay.    
 
Prior to his rebellion, Adam enjoyed being formed by God, he relished God as his Potter.  Before sin, Adam had 
dominion over everything but himself.  This was the order:  God ruled Adam, Adam ruled the Garden, and life 
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was good.  In sin, Adam became discontent with this order.  He wanted to rule himself also.  In doing this, 
Adam lost his dominion over everything entirely.  This is why Jesus teaches us to lay down our lives.  It puts us 
back under God’s rule.  This then, is what ultimately qualifies us to rule everything else again.  Adam’s decision 
to form and rule himself has ruined everything.  At the beginning of our relationship with God we need to 
learn to love His will.  We must learn to find the joy in His ways.  The lesson of the Potter and clay is that God 
is Sovereign and God is good.  Our lives only have meaning in context with Him.  We come to God on His 
terms, not ours and grow to discover that God’s will is the best thing that could ever happen to us.   
 
About fifty years ago, Bill Bright put together a little evangelistic pamphlet called “The Four Spiritual Laws”.  
The first law is this, “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.”  The two statements must stay 
together.  If God has a plan for my life but He doesn’t love me, I should not trust His plan.  However, if God 
loves me, and His love is perfect, then certainly God’s plan for me is good and I can trust it.  Salvation is God 
rescuing us from being the humans we were never meant to be.  Can you believe that? 
 
God has an agenda.  What is it?  He has spelled it out in Romans 8:29 which tells us that His agenda is to make 
us just like Jesus.  This is not a flighty, last-minute idea.  God has “predestined” it, which means it has been His 
plan since before the creation of the world.  He is determined to make it so.  The name of Jesus on my lips 
must become the nature of Jesus in my heart.  The Potter will make you to look just like Jesus. 
 
The fact that God has an agenda for us is offensive to our selfish selves.  We perceive God’s agenda as being 
like our own, self-centered.  At first, it is difficult to trust Him as our Potter, but in time we learn that He is 
humble, which surprises us because He is God!  How can God be humble?  It is shocking.  We, being as frail as 
we are, struggle with pride.  If you think about it, humility ought to come easily for us, given that we are made 
from clay.  God, being as great as He is, remains humble.    One would think that given His greatness pride 
would be an issue.  Yet, in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is “gentle and humble” (Matthew 11:29).  In humility, He 
“values others” above Himself (Philippians 2:3).  It is amazing.  God loves us so well that we can easily begin to 
think the universe revolves around us.  We are not the center of the universe, but God loves us like we are.  
We can easily misunderstand His love and twist it into thinking that we are better than we are.   
 
It reminds me of the joke that spells out the difference between dogs and cats.  The dog sees the master 
bringing food, providing shelter, and doing everything for him.  Wagging his tail, the dog sings, “You must be 
God!”  The cat, on the other hand, sees the master doing all of the same things.  Barely opening his eyes, he 
purrs, “I must be a god!”  How many of us are cat-like in our assumptions about God’s love for us? 
 
This is where we all must begin in relationship to God:  He is the Potter and we are the clay.  Can we trust 
Him?  Can we believe that whatever He is doing in us is ultimately what is best for us?  This issue must be 
settled early in our walk with Christ.  Otherwise, there will be constant tension in our relationship.  God is 
patient and God is humble, but God is always in charge.  We need to be ok with it. 
 
 

What it looks like to relate to God as our Potter 
 
At its core, it means that I finally bow to His sovereignty and power.  He is God.  I am not.  Relating to God as 
my Potter is me crying, “uncle!”  It is me letting go of my urge to define myself and make my own way.  I 
cannot create “me”.  God has already done that.  Anything I make of myself is a cheap imitation of what the 
Potter has already done.  I will not be satisfied until I find the one whom God made.   
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Some take this too far and fall into fatalism.  This is not a cold doctrine of “God will do what God will do and I 
just have to live with it.”  Fatalism is the doctrine of sovereignty stripped from its relational roots.  Remember 
that intimacy is the goal.  To be intimate with God, I must know God as He is and I must know me as I am.  The 
first step is to grab a dumpster and start throwing out my manipulations and versions (“Doug 1.0, 2.0, etc.”).  
Its time to burn my opinions and notions that I have concocted over the years. It is time to go back to the 
Potter’s wheel, where I began, as clay in His hand.  Repentance looks like me admitting, “God I have tried to 
write my own script and fashion my own image but I am horrible at it.  I want to be what You made me to be.  
Nothing more, nothing less.”   
 
This is the first step on the sacred journey to intimacy with God.  He is Who He says that He is, not what I think 
He is.  And I am who He says that I am, not what I think I am.  A person does not need to be a Christian to 
relate to God as Potter.  Many people intellectually acknowledge God as sovereign, yet have not acted in faith 
to begin a personal relationship with Him.  Perhaps this is you?  You believe that God is in charge.  None of this 
rubs you the wrong way.  You agree that God is the Creator and you are His creation, designed with love and 
made for love.  
 
Perhaps this is all the farther you have gone?  God is somewhere out there and you are here.  You are going to 
church as much as you can and trying as best you can to be a good person.  All of that is fine, but did you ever 
think about the fact that God made you for relationship with Himself?  He actually wants to know you and for 
you to know Him.  Like our first parents, Adam and Eve, we all have walked away from God and busted out on 
our own.  Perhaps you have felt the tug in your soul urging you to return?  This is God.  He is calling to you, 
calling you by name, inviting you back home.   The first thing you must do is confess your sin to Him.  Sin is 
that urge in you to do things your own way.  We all have “listened to our heart” only to be deceived.  All of the 
brokenness that you feel around you is the direct result of everyone following their own hearts rather than the 
voice of God.  But friend, if God is your Potter, it means that He knows how He made you and how you work 
best.  Will you take a moment right now to confess your sin to Him and invite Him to begin a relationship with 
you?  You can say something like this:  
 

“God, please forgive me for all the ways that I have sinned against You.  I have tried to go my own way,  
but it has not worked.  Can we begin to know one another?  Thank You for giving Yourself to me.   

I will give myself to You.  Amen.” 
 
If you prayed this prayer with faith, believing it to be true, the gift is yours!  God is yours!  You are His!  
Welcome to this sacred journey where we get to plunge deep into a relationship with the God of the Universe. 
He truly wants you to have all of Him.  And He longs to have all of you.  You are about to be amazed by the 
goodness of knowing and being known by God.  You are beginning to lose your taste for the world and to gain 
a taste for God.  Isn’t He wonderful?!  He is far better than anything this world has to offer.  Though His hand 
can be painful as He works to loosen our attachment to the world, we gradually learn to trust Him as good.   
 

What the Bible says about Potter and Clay 
 
This concept of Potter and clay is found in several places throughout the Bible.  First, let’s address the issue of 
discovery.  How does God bring us from thinking we are the potter into a realization that He is the Potter?  
Pharoah is a good example.  He was the one ruling Egypt when God raised up Moses to set Israel free from 
their grip of slavery.  At first, Pharoah did not acknowledge God.  As Moses stood before him declaring that 
God wanted His people to go free, Pharoah snorted, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him and let Israel go?  
I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go!” (Exodus 5:2).  Pharoah only knew one king and it wasn’t 
God.  The next seven chapters of Exodus outline how God worked to get Pharoah’s attention.  Plague after 
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painful plague, Moses reminded Pharoah that it was all happening “so that you may know there is no one like 
the Lord our God” (Exodus 8:10 & 9:14).   
 
Finally, the tenth plague was the death of the firstborn.  As Pharaoh held the limp corpse of his own firstborn 
son in his hands, he broke before the God of gods.  We often think of the ten plagues as happening all at once, 
but truthfully it took several years for them to cycle through.  The man who stubbornly refused to even 
acknowledge God, released Moses to go and worship, and humbly added, “please bless me also” (Exodus 
12:32).   It took him several years, but he moved from “who is God?” to asking Moses to intercede and beg 
God’s blessing on his behalf.   
 
How often have I had to learn the same lesson?  I have not faced plagues of frogs, but I have kicked against the 
goads in my own life and come up with sore ankles.  I have tried to resist the move of God in my life only to 
discover that His way was the best way all along.   
 
Perhaps this is you? You have fallen headlong into the trap of defining yourself by your feelings, or by how you 
think others want you to be.  Can I ask, “How is that working for you?”  How many surgeries or therapy will it 
take before you can reach a point of self-actualization?  When will you be able to say, “I am satisfied. I am 
100% confident that this is what I was meant to be”?   Will you please consider that the uneasiness you feel is 
actually the gentle voice of God calling you back to Himself?  You do not need another make-over. You need 
your Potter, the One who made you and knows you best. 
 
God confronted ancient Israel in a similar way.  They kept trying to be like all the other nations.  He accused 
them of turning things upside down, “as if the potter were thought to be like the clay!  Shall what is formed 
say to Him who formed it, ‘He did not make me’?  Can the pot say of the Potter ‘He knows nothing’?” (Isaiah 
29:16).  The pot can try to talk, but in the end, it is the Potter’s will that prevails. 
 
In Isaiah 45:9 God challenged Israel (and us), for quarreling with His leadership.  “Woe to him who quarrels 
with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground.  Does the clay say to the 
Potter, ‘What are you making?’” In case you don’t know it, a potsherd is a broken piece of pottery.  Do you 
know how glass shatters into a million little slivers?  A potsherd was one of those slivers, left from a broken 
pot.  The picture knocks us off our high horse.  We are not even pots.  We are potsherds in the hand of God.  
Humbling thought! 
 
We have one more example from Isaiah’s preaching, found in Isaiah 64:8.  Speaking for the people of Israel, 
now humbled before God, “Yet O Lord, You are our Father.  We are the clay, You are the Potter; we are all the 
work of Your hand.”  It is freedom to stop the fighting and finally admit that God is the Potter and we are the 
clay.  In Ephesians 2:10 Paul said that “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works…”.  
How much of our lives is wasted by trying to do works we were not created to do?  How much frustration have 
we caused for ourselves by trying to be something we were not created to be?  
 
Relating to God as our Potter is freedom because we can finally let go of all our efforts to create ourselves.  
We can stop pretending to be gods and begin to become the humans God made us to be.  We can finally give 
ourselves room to fail.  More than anybody, God knows how frail we truly are.  The psalmist says, “He knows 
how we are formed. He remembers that we are dust” (Psalm 103:14).   
 
You are the clay, which means you are the one who is made from dust.  Give yourself some slack and trust the 
Potters hands.  You are better off in His hands than in your own!  John Newton, the author of the famous 
hymn “Amazing Grace”, also wrote, “I am not what I ought to be; I am not what I wish to be; I am not even 
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what I hope to be.  But by the cross of Christ, I am not what I was!”  When we submit to the loving work of 
God our Potter, He begins the painstaking process of taking the broken us, and making us just like Jesus!   
 

Doing the good work and applying what it means to be the clay. 
 
Let’s dig deeper and make the best use of this lesson.  Please do not skip this part.  It will be used in your Life 
Group and you can use it to prompt discussion with your discipleship partner.  It would be helpful if you had a 
journal in which you could write your answers to the questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some questions for personal reflection and group study 
 
#1 At the beginning of this chapter, the relationship between God and Adam was pictured as a “Divine 
dance”.  In your own words, how would you explain this concept to someone?  How did sin ruin this? 
 
#2 Do you believe God has the right to do as He wishes?  Why?  Why not? Do you believe that you have the 
same right? Why?  Why not? 
 
#3 The lesson of Potter and Clay is to learn that God is Sovereign and God is good.  Why is it important for 
these two concepts (sovereign and good) to stay together? 
 
#4 Do you find comfort in God’s will or does it offend you?  Why? 
 
#5 Let’s think about God’s humility.  In what ways do you see God’s humility on display in the Bible?  In 
what ways do you see it around you in your daily life? 
 
#6 How is God’s humility an important concept to consider as we learn to trust Him as our Potter? 
 
#7 We gave a few examples of “clay-like” responses to things that happen in life.  Can you think of some 
other examples of how someone who relates to God as their Potter might respond to circumstances? 
 
#8 “Salvation is God rescuing us from the humans we were never meant to be.”  Do you agree with this 
statement?  Why?  Why not? 
 
#9 In what ways does relating to God as Potter bring freedom to our lives? 
 
#10 One of the negative things that can happen when we relate to God as our Potter, is we become 
fatalistic:  God is sovereign, and God will do whatever He wills, so why should we try to change anything for 
good?  How can we avoid this problem and still maintain a healthy view of God as our Potter? 
 
#11 In the relationship between a Potter and clay, what responsibilities does each one carry?  What role 
does the Potter play?  What does the clay do?   
 
#12 READ Jeremiah 18:1-10.  God sent Jeremiah to the potter’s house to receive a message.  In your own 
words, what is the gist of the message?  If God can form entire nations as a potter forms a pot, then 
certainly God can form an individual.  What work is He doing in your life right now?  Are you submitting to 
it, or resisting it?  With your discipleship partner, discuss ways that you can each submit to the work of God 
in your life and talk about how you can help one another in the process. 
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Seeing the Purpose in our Pain, part 1 

 
“Before a thing can be made useful, something must be broken…  

Before the house is built, the tree must be broken down.” ~M.R. DeHaan 
 

Transitions can be rough!  When I was a boy, our family frequently had vacations on the beach.  When I say 
“on the beach”, I mean literally “ON” the beach.  We set up a tent, or for a few years we had a pop-up trailer, 
at a campground that was right by the ocean.  Our favorite place was a spot called the Indian River inlet.  It 
was here that I first became aware of the promise and the pain of a transition.  The fresh waters from the river 
met the surf of the Atlantic Ocean in this magical place.  It was as if these two bodies of water were fighting 
for domain. Colossal waves coming in from the Atlantic, collided with the force of the river rushing out.  The 
water was always turbulent here, always rough and tumble.  I could sit for hours watching boats, small and 
large, wrestling with the waters as they pushed toward the open ocean.   
 
I know firsthand, how rough these waters can be.  One year, my dad and I thought it would be fun to do a 
deep-sea fishing trip.  After a nice breakfast, we boarded the boat upriver, anticipating a great four hours of 
fishing. When our boat hit the inlet, she began to rock and sway.  First lunging forward, then falling backward, 
then side to side, she struggled her way to the ocean.  I was the first one to lose my breakfast. I never even got 
to put bait on my hook!  The entire excursion was spent laying on a bench, praying for death. It was horrible! 
 
Transitions are painful and difficult, but they also hold great promise.  While my sea legs were not the 
greatest, I did spend a lot of time standing beside that inlet and fishing from the rocks.  Those waters, while 
rough, also contained some of the best bluefish fishing I have ever experienced.  Transitions, while painful, 
hold promise.  The same is true for us spiritually. 
 
Every Christ follower will experience pain.  Author Pete Scazzaro, in his book “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality” 
calls this “the wall”.  The early Church Fathers called it “the dark night of the soul”.  For our purposes, we will 
simply call it “a transition”.  By nature, we are inclined to find a comfortable place and park there.  Growth is 
hard.  Being challenged is not easy.  Think about your own life.  How much have you learned from being 
comfortable?  Literally, every advancement has been at a personal cost.  The same is true in our relationship 
with Jesus.  To know Jesus as your Savior costs you nothing.  Jesus paid for your salvation on the cross.  But if 
you want to know Jesus as your Lord.  If you want to know Jesus deeply, it will cost you everything.  Most of us 
are unwilling to pay that cost of our own free will.  So, God “helps” us by sending us through “transitions”! 
 
As we progress from one season of the journey to the next, there are painful interludes.  Since these are some 
of the most difficult parts of our lives, we will break up the transitions and tackle them in three smaller 
portions during this study.  This is where you and your discipleship partner will prove most valuable to one 
another.  These transitions will require the most emotional energy.  This week, we will examine the first two 
transitions that move us from relating to Christ as clay into knowing Him as our Shepherd.  Then, we will 
discuss the transition that moves us from knowing Christ as Shepherd into becoming His servant.  Let’s dig in! 
 
The transition from relating to God as our Potter, into relating to God as our Shepherd, is the trial of 
dissatisfaction.  When we begin to know Jesus, we accept that God is our Potter, He is in charge, but there are 
still many things about the way we live and think that need to change.  Our eyes have been opened to the 
reality of knowing God, but our hearts are still attached to things in this world. A person can remain like this 
for a period of time, satisfied that God is God and they are not.  The proper order has been set.   
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What these Christians do not understand yet is that they have been made alive by the Spirit of Christ 
(Ephesians 2:1-6).  Their spirit, once dead, has come alive.  This means their spiritual appetite is changing.  As 
the Psalmist said, they have “tasted and seen that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8).  With spiritual tastebuds that 
are awakened, this person feels as though they do not fit in anywhere.  They do not belong in the world; those 
old activities are less and less appealing.  But they do not fit into the Church either; those activities are less 
and less satisfying.  This person’s experience with God begins to feel flat.  The initial rush of joy when they first 
received revelation has dissipated.  They find themselves stuck:  the world is dead and church is boring. Now 
what do they do?  They begin to pull away from church.  They don’t leave it, but they awkwardly stay on the 
fringe.  They can’t figure out why church people appear to be so enthusiastic about it, when they are so 
unimpressed with it all.   
 
To other church people, this person’s conflict is unsettling.  To religious people the answer is to get more 
disciplined; ignore their carnal desires, suck it up and get their sorry selves to church more often!  Some 
people acquiesce, they miserably attend church every Sunday because that’s what “good Christians” are 
supposed to do.  But what if this feeling of dissatisfaction is normal and good?  What if the person who is 
pulling away from church is actually on the verge of a new breakthrough?   
 
The solution is not more bible study or church activity.  Their soul is not longing for more religion.  Their soul 
wants intimacy with Jesus.  We make two mistakes with people who are in this transition: we assume that 
they must be backsliding; or we assume they need more spiritual discipline.  Neither is true.  We were not 
made for religion.  We were not made for the world.  We were made for Jesus.  A person who is in this 
transition needs to hear these words,  
 

“Do you find church and church activity to be unsatisfying?  That’s GOOD!  It means you are moving closer to 
Jesus!  The answer is not to pull away from fellowship.  The answer is to understand that you were made for 

more.  This is why you’re unsatisfied!  God is not religious and neither are you.  You need to begin to embrace a 
relationship with God.  I can help you get to know Him personally.” 

 
Whether in church or out of it, many people have been conditioned to believe that God can never be close.  
The Potter rules, but it is hard to draw near to Him.  Submitting to the Potter is an essential first step in our 
relationship with God, but we were made for much more.  This is why we all must hit this first transition of 
dissatisfaction.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s stop and talk about this. 
 
#1 Can you think of a time in your own life when Christianity felt flat to you, when you felt like going to 
church was empty, and you didn’t understand how other Christians could be so enthused about it?  How 
often have you felt this way?  Or perhaps, if you’re in it, for how long have you felt this way? 
 
#2 What assumptions have you made about yourself when you felt this way? 
 
#3 What kinds of advice have you heard from Christian friends when you tried to tell them how you felt? 
 
#4 “Feeling dissatisfied with Christianity is a normal part of growing in Christ.”   Why? 
 
#5 Many Christians wrongly assume that more conformity to the church is the solution for those who pull 
away from fellowship.  This works in a religious mindset, but not in a relational mindset.  Why? 



 14 
The person who feels unsatisfied with Christianity needs to connect with Jesus as their Shepherd. Jesus invites 
us to learn His voice and follow Him.  Our relationship with God is often compared to taking a walk.  God 
walked with Adam (Genesis 3:8), God walked with Enoch (Genesis 5:24), God walked with Noah (Genesis 6:9), 
and God asked Abram to walk with Him (Genesis 17:1). God loves to walk with us.  A walk implies two things: 
1) We are going in the same direction. And, 2) A walk is meant for sharing.  Runners share a run, but they can’t 
talk much.  Walkers do both.  We all begin life by walking against God.  Jesus invites us to follow Him, to walk 
with Him.  Knowing His voice is essential to enjoying that walk.   
 
The best way to handle someone who is dissatisfied with Christianity is to help them learn the voice of Jesus.  
In this way, they begin to know Him as their personal Shepherd.  It is so much fun when someone begins to 
learn the voice of God!  Their experience as a Christ follower comes alive in a whole new way.  Learning the 
sound of God’s voice takes time and there is no formula to make it happen.  In John 12:27-30, God spoke 
audibly and people thought it was just thunder!  Honestly, it takes a lifetime to learn God’s voice, but it is 
sweetly satisfying when God speaks directly to your heart.  
 
Sheep are prone to wander and sin is attractive.  Sin is easy, holiness is hard.  We become aware of the 
spiritual battle that rages inside of us.  The Apostle Paul admitted, “I do not understand what I do. What I want 
to do I do not do, but what I hate, I do!” (Romans 7:15).  Paul concluded, “What a wretched man I am!” 
(Romans 7:24).  Revelation 12:17 presents an uncomfortable reality: “Then the dragon was enraged at the 
woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring-those who obey God’s commandments and 
hold the testimony of Jesus.”   
 
Nobody told us that following Jesus would paint a target on our backs.  Learning God’s voice is delightful.  
Facing the battle is terrifying.  Yet this battle is a key element in the transition from relating to God as 
Shepherd to knowing Him as Master.  It’s called “The Trial of Opposition”.  Following Jesus becomes hard.  At 
the beginning of our walk with Jesus, He did everything for us.  Prayers got answered quickly and scripture was 
full of exciting “AHA’s”.  But that new car smell wears off of the Christian walk.  The honeymoon comes to a 
crashing close.  Some people wonder what went wrong.  Nothing has gone wrong.  The disciple is growing and 
growth takes work.  The opposition is not a curse, it is necessary.  Yes, the struggle with sin is real, and it is 
exactly what you need to mature.  Struggling with sin is not the problem…NOT struggling with sin is the 
problem! If you are struggling, be encouraged.  You are headed in the right direction! 
 
At this point, religious thinking can creep in and tell a Christian that something must be wrong with them.  
Where is the victorious living they hear about?  Why does it feel like they are the only ones wrestling with sin?  
These thoughts can be discouraging.  They can lead us down two paths: 1) We assume that sin is too much of a 
problem and slink back into a mediocre Christian experience.  Many Christians live the roller coaster of victory 
and defeat, victory and defeat and assume that this is the way it’s supposed to work.  Or, 2) We can die to 
ourselves and begin to live in the new life that is ours in Christ.  Paul told the Romans to “count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body…” (Romans 
6:11).  He began Romans chapter six with this shocking statement, “You died to sin, how can you live in it any 
longer?” (6:2).  The Apostle John agreed, “No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning” (1 John 3:6).   
 
When these verses are read through the lens of religion, they seem impossible, even heavy handed.  When 
these verses are read through the lens of relationship, they make perfect sense.  One of the metaphors used 
throughout scripture to describe sin is adultery.  God sees our sin as cheating on Him.  It’s on par with a man 
continuing to date past girlfriends after he has been married.  It is entirely inappropriate.   In knowing Jesus as 
our Shepherd, we will still find sin to be a struggle.  Sheep stray and shepherds knock them back into line.  But 
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can you imagine that Jesus is leading you to a place in relationship where sin is no longer an issue?  Do you 
want to go there?  You can!  It is possible!  You will need to die to yourself.   
 
The battle with sin and the struggle to be faithful is real.  It does not mean a person is a “bad” Christian.  It 
makes them normal.  As mentioned earlier, the concern is when someone stops struggling!  Sadly, we in the 
church communicate a judgmental message that leads people to feel shame when they struggle with sin.  
Nothing could be worse for a Christian!  Galatians 6:1-2 lays out the gold standard for us to follow: “Brothers, 
if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also 
may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens…”. Today, it could be me who is caught in sin and in need of a 
gentle hand.  Tomorrow, it might be you.  So, let’s have grace for one another in the struggle.  Let’s encourage 
one another to see beyond the struggle of the present moment to a place where sin is truly no longer an issue.  
 
We cannot defeat sin by beating it.  We defeat sin by starving it.  One of the best ways to starve it is with a 
picture of a preferred future.  We are growing in intimacy with Christ and that makes all of the struggle worth 
it!  So let’s keep fighting this battle together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s stop and talk about this. 
 
#1 On a scale of 1 to 10, with “1” being “no issue” and “10” being “it’s a problem”, how severe is your 
struggle with sin at this time in your life? 
 
#2 Have you ever heard the voice of God?  If so, what does it sound like?  Talk about your experiences with 
your discipleship partner.  
 
#3 Have you ever thought you heard God speaking, but it wasn’t?  How do you know? 
 
#4 In Numbers 32:5, 2 ½ tribes of Israel begged Moses to not make them enter the Promised Land.  They 
had endured 400 years of slavery in Egypt, and a 40-year desert wandering.  Receiving the promise that 
God made to their forefather Abraham was within their grasp and they fizzled out.  Why do you think they 
were content to settle for a mere view of the Promised Land, but not enter it?  What kinds of things cause 
you to settle in your journey with God?   
 
#5 Let’s do a quick Bible study of the various ways God spoke to people.  Look up the following scriptures 
and list all the varied ways God spoke to people: (What can we learn about the voice of God from this brief 
study?) 
 
Abraham- Genesis 15:1-6 
Moses- Exodus 3:1-4 
Balaam- Numbers 22:1-35 
Samson’s Parents- Judges 13:1-25 
Jonathan- I Samuel 14:6-14 
David- I Samuel 30:1-8 
Elijah- I Kings 19:12 
Joseph- Matthew 1:20-21 
Peter- Acts 10:9-18 
Agabus- Acts 11:27-29 
Elders at Antioch- Acts 13:1-3 
John- Revelation 1:9-20 
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Shepherd and Sheep, Learning God’s Voice 

 
“Harkening to the voice of God will produce  
the joy that Jesus had.” ~Oswald Chambers 

 
The first brother was lousy at it.  Here’s the story:  sometime after Adam and Eve rejected God’s rule and 
opted to rule themselves, they welcomed their first child into the home.  As Eve held the firstborn son on her 
bosom, her words revealed the devastating course that she and Adam had decided to take.  Subtle, but 
nonetheless deadly, she declared, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man” (Genesis 4:1).  Her 
name “Eve” means “life-giver”, but she took it too far…“with the help of the Lord”.   From her point of view, 
she brought forth a man and God helped her.  Those first glory days, living under God’s rule had dissipated like 
a whiff and now God is just a helper. How far they had strayed! 
 
The Bible does not make a direct link, but one must wonder if merely having God as a helper is what 
contributed to the trouble in their home.  Cain came first.  Then came Abel.  Two brothers with two different 
hearts.  Abel had a heart for God.  He brought the fat portions, the best of the best that he could bring, as a 
gift to God.  Cain had a heart for doing what he needed to do to stay out of trouble.  He brought some of the 
produce from his farm as a gift to God.  In Cain’s economy, his offering was “good enough”, and he became 
surly when God rejected his gift.   
 
Rather than repent, Cain chose retribution.  Rather than redirect his heart to make God his center, Cain chose 
to remove the other worshipper.  The Bible does not provide this detail, but you can imagine Cain reasoning in 
his mind that if Abel and his “best of” offerings were removed, God would have to accept the “good enough” 
offerings that he brought.  Removal of the whole-hearted worshipper makes the half-hearted worshipper look 
better.  This still happens in churches.  How often is a zealous worshipper judged by those less enthused? So, 
Cain lured his unsuspecting brother into a field and slayed him down in cold blood. 
 
God’s confrontation of Cain is gentle, but aimed at the heart.  God asked, “Where is your brother Abel?”  The 
callous on Cain’s heart had already begun to harden as he snarked in response: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
God is just.  Evil must be disciplined, and God leveled the verdict at Cain, “you will be a restless wanderer on 
the earth” (Genesis 4:12).   
 
Restless wandering is the reality in which all of us live.  Our knuckles may not be stained with our own 
brother’s blood, but we have committed a host of other crimes since then.  The verdict is still the same: “you 
will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”  The philosopher, Blaise Pascal expressed it this way: “There is a 
God-shaped vacuum in the heart of each man which cannot be satisfied by any created thing but only by God 
the Creator, made known through Jesus Christ.”  Many people are familiar with this quote, but it is part of a 
much larger work that Pascal titled “Pensees”.  The whole thing is worth the read, but please allow me to give 
you two more snippets:   
 
Pascal goes on to say, “What else does this craving and this helplessness proclaim but that there once was in 
man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace?”   
 
And also, “God alone is man’s true good and since man abandoned Him, it is a strange fact that nothing in 
nature has been found to take His place.”   
 
Bono has his own twist on Pascal: “Everyone’s got a God-shaped hole…it is the feeling of being abandoned, cut 
adrift in space and time…when things are silent, you can still hear the hissing of what is missing.”   
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The hissing of what is missing drives us to wander which leads us to our second analogy, shepherd and sheep.  
Did you know that the sheep is the only animal in the world who cannot make it back home on its own at 
night?  Canadian Geese can fly thousands of miles and return to the same nesting place every year, but a 
sheep gets lost in its own barnyard.  Given a sheep’s propensity for lostness and the restlessness of the human 
soul, it is not surprising that one of the favorite metaphors used in the Bible for people is a sheep.  We are 
forever wandering and so easily lost. 
 
It's like we are looking for something…or perhaps, Someone?  Like our forefather Cain, we spend our whole 
lives in search mode, moving from one thing to the next, hoping that it will cure the urge.  We move from 
quest to conquest thinking that if we just achieve this one thing, then we can rest.  We reach one peak only to 
find the churning in our souls gets louder.  We go from achievement to acquisition and assume that we found 
it this time, but the restless wanderer still scratches at our souls.  It always wants more in its search for home.  
Eventually, we confront the dissatisfaction, and call out the wanderer for what it is.  It’s a squatter, it doesn’t 
belong in our soul.  We search for Truth and discover that Truth is a Person named Jesus.  He is the One for 
whom our wandering soul has been looking.   
 
If this is you, you have moved from relating to God as Potter and begun to follow Him as your Shepherd.  Peter 
explains it best: “You were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls” (I Peter 2:25).  Like an old, scratchy, transistor radio that has produced nothing but fuzz, our souls 
begin to tune into the sound of Jesus.  There is a sweetness and an authority in His voice that draws our souls 
in for more.  We discover that He is One worth following and we begin to unpack our bags, the restlessness 
quells, the wandering slows.   
 
The relationship of a shepherd to his sheep is unique. Many years ago, I had the opportunity to study in Israel. 
While there, I spent time with a missionary who served the Bedouin people who roamed the hills and grass 
lands in the 17 mile stretch between Jerusalem and Jericho.  These nomadic people still live in tents much the 
same way that Abraham did thousands of years ago.  People and livestock live in a mutually benefitting 
relationship.  They need one another to survive the harsh conditions.  It is not uncommon to see sheep 
wandering through a tent, or the sheik sleeping with his camel.  When it came time to gather the sheep and 
move them to a field for feeding, the shepherd whistled…two quick, high-pitched chirps from the shepherd’s 
lips, and every sheep turned from whatever it was doing and began to follow.  Those sheep knew the sound of 
their shepherd’s whistle.  They learned that the whistle meant the shepherd was taking them to food.   
 
The Bible calls Jesus “The Good Shepherd” (John 10:4), “The Great Shepherd” (Hebrews 13:20), and “The Chief 
Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4).  Jesus says of His sheep, “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow 
Me” (John 10:27).  As sheep, we begin to lose our taste for this world.  The Shepherd has brought us to His 
meadow and it is good!  In the relationship between shepherd and sheep, the Shepherd does everything for 
the sheep.  He feeds, He protects, He provides, He cares for needs and heals wounds.  Literally a sheep’s only 
task is to follow the shepherd’s voice. 
 
The words of Psalm 23 poetically describe a sheep following his Shepherd.  The first five words declare that, 
“the Lord is my Shepherd…”  The next four words testify to the power of the relationship, “I shall not want”.  
The quality of our lives is in direct relation to the one we follow.  If the Lord is our Shepherd, “we shall not 
want”.  He satisfies.  Even in His discipline, His “rod and staff” bring comfort to us.  He works to keep us from 
straying and getting lost.  He anoints our heads with oil, He prepares a table for us and our enemy cannot 
touch it.  He is such a good Shepherd!  Even His sheep dogs are good, “goodness and mercy will follow us all 
the days of our lives”.  Literally everything about this Shepherd is good.  Over time we learn to trust Him more 
and more.  As our trust grows, that restless wanderer goes away.  We have finally found home.  
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The words of Isaiah 40:11 are especially tender: “He tends His flock like a shepherd, He gathers the lambs in 
His arms and carries them close to His heart, He gently leads those that have young.”  He carries His lambs 
close to His heart.  Could there be a sweeter image?  The God of the Universe scoops you up into His powerful 
arms and holds you close to His chest.  If you sit still, you can almost hear the sound of His heartbeat, 
thumping in His rib cage against you.  Is there a better place to be?  Anything we have achieved or acquired to 
this point pales in comparison! 
 
The shepherd motif is woven prominent in the Gospel of John.   In chapter 10 Jesus contrasts His leadership 
with that of the enemy.  In verse 10 He says, “The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy; I have come that 
they might have life, and have it to the full.”  He is the Good Shepherd because “I lay my life down for the 
sheep” (verse 11).  Who would you rather follow: the one who steals from you or the One who dies for you? 
John’s Gospel ends with the moving scene where Jesus restores Peter after he denied knowing Him.  Three 
times Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, to which Peter replied, “yes”.  And each time, Jesus gave Peter a job 
to do: “feed My lambs”; “take care of My sheep”; “feed My sheep”.  The Great Shepherd recruited Peter to 
serve as an under shepherd of sorts, in caring for the flock of God.  
 
Psalm 100:3 celebrates that “we are His people, the sheep of His pasture”.  He is good in His care for us!  He is 
faithful in His leadership over us.  He takes us to good places, to the green meadows and the still waters.  He 
protects and guides.  The breakdown in our relationship is not with His leadership, but rather with our 
follower-ship.  How often have we missed His cues? In choosing Jesus as our Shepherd, we have stopped 
wandering, but how often have we struggled to hear Him and strayed by accident? (And let’s be honest, we 
have strayed on purpose a few times too!). 
 
Struggling to discern Jesus’ voice has certainly been my experience, more times than I can count.  I have acted 
on what I thought was God’s voice, only to have it blow up in my face.  It would seem that our ability to hear 
the voice of our Shepherd is sketchy at best, almost like a bad cell phone connection where we catch every 
fifth word and interpret it all wrong.   
 
My wife grew up in Argentina and Spanish is her first language.  She has the blessing of being bilingual.  I, on 
the other hand, only speak “Hillbilly” which can barely be called English.  Numerous times over the years, she 
has laughed as she witnessed me trying to communicate with someone in Spanish.  Many years ago, we visited 
Argentina and she overheard me having an entire conversation with a gentleman, only we were having two 
different conversations!  I was saying one thing, he was saying another and we both thought we were on the 
same page!  She finally rescued us and straightened us out.   
 
I feel like that with Jesus a lot, as though He and I are having two different conversations.  I think I am hearing 
Him say one thing but in reality, He is saying something else.  I spend most of my time in relationship with 
Jesus wondering if I am hearing Him correctly.  My insecurity is fueled by Christian friends who boldly say 
things like, “God told me to…”, or “then I heard God saying…”. I wonder what is wrong with me.  Why can’t I 
hear Jesus as plainly as they do?   
 
There are two stories from the Bible that I find encouraging.  The first, is in 1 Chronicles 17 where David has it 
in his heart to build a temple for God.  He consulted with Nathan the prophet, who told him “Whatever you 
have in mind, do it, for God is with you” (I Chronicles 17:2).  Later on, God came to Nathan and corrected him.  
Nathan had to go back to David and rescind his initial word from the Lord.  It would seem that Nathan’s love 
for David and his own desire for a temple may have clouded his judgment.  The second example is in Acts 
16:6-10, the Apostle Paul and company were trying to determine where God wanted them to minister next.  
Almost by trial and error, they made several attempts only to get shut down.  Eventually, Paul had a vision of a 
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man from Macedonia and verse 10 says they went there, “concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.”  If giants of the faith like Nathan and Paul wrestled to hear the voice of God, then I feel as 
though I am in good company.   
 
There is no formula for hearing His voice, it is a journey.  We will hear Him wrongly some days.  Other days we 
will hear Him clearly.  Our posture before Him must remain the same.  We lean in to hear.  We do not stop 
listening.  This is the primary lesson we must learn as His sheep.  So many other voices compete for our 
attention.  His voice is the only One that matters.  And learning to hear His voice is the only lesson that 
matters.  God speaks to act.  Whether it is to create worlds or inspire wonder.  Whether it is to impart courage 
to timid souls or to correct wayward ones.  God never wastes a word and we never want to miss that word!   
 
Are there good reasons why we miss His voice?  Yes.  In fact, there are two big reasons, neither one is easy to 
receive, so I will tread cautiously.  The first reason we miss His voice is sin.  The people of Israel serve as a 
prime example.  Over and over God spoke to them, but they would not listen because their hearts were 
stubborn and determined to go their own way (2 Chronicles 24:9, Jeremiah 7:24, Zechariah 1:4).  Sin puts wax 
in our spiritual ears and blocks our ability to hear our Shepherd.  This is why it is so important to keep short 
accounts with God and make confession of sin a daily part of your routine.   
 
The second reason we miss God’s voice is our experiences can cloud our understanding.  In Exodus 6:9, God 
was beginning to use Moses in delivering His people from Egypt’s grip.  Moses tried to encourage the people 
with the promises of God, but “they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and cruel bondage.”  
They had become discouraged and this prevented them from hearing God’s promises to them.  Some 
Christians refuse to pray specifically for things because they do not want to get disappointed when it doesn’t 
happen.  They choose to pray general prayers for blessing and are careful to tack on the words “if it be Your 
will” at the end.  There is something relationally and biblically wonky with this thinking, but it is 
understandable how they get here.  One unanswered prayer leads to another, and over time discouragement 
sets in.  Not wanting to abandon Jesus, these Christians trust Him with their salvation but do not trust Him 
with anything else.  They love Jesus but cannot hear Jesus because discouragement has driven a wedge into 
the relationship.  At some point in our walk with Christ we have to accept that intimacy involves risk and with 
risk comes disappointment.  Accepting it as a normal part of our relationship will actually help us to rise above 
it and not allow it to dull our hearing. 
 
Perhaps you have been disappointed or discouraged?  These can have a strong effect on your ability to hear 
the voice of your shepherd.  The bottom line is that learning God’s voice is a work in progress.  None of us 
does it perfectly.  When you think about it, we have some major hurdles to overcome.  God is infinite and we 
are finite.  God is spiritual and we live in flesh.  These two differences alone can account for much of our 
difficulty in hearing God.  But my friend, we must never stop tuning our hearts to His voice.  He is our 
shepherd and He is good.  Following Him is the best decision you have ever made! 
 
 

Open my eyes Lord, I need to see Jesus; 
To reach out and touch Him, and say that I love Him. 

Open my ears Lord, help me to listen. 
Open my eyes Lord, I need to see Jesus. 
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Doing the good work and applying what it means to be the sheep. 

 
Let’s dig deeper and make the best use of this lesson.  Please do not skip this part.  It will be used in your Life 
Group and you can use it to prompt discussion with your discipleship partner.  It would be helpful if you had a 
journal in which you could write your answers to the questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some questions for personal reflection and group study 
 
#1 Cain was the first “restless wanderer”.  In what ways can you see a bit of Cain in yourself? 
 
#2 Of all the aspects about the relationship between Shepherd and sheep, which ones mean the most to 
you personally?  Why? 
 
#3 In your experience, has it been easy or difficult to hear the voice of Jesus?  Explain. 
 
#4 Talk about a time when you were disappointed with God.  How did that affect your ability to hear Him? 
 
#5 In our reading, we learned that sin and discouragement can hinder our ability to hear God’s voice.  Give 
examples of how this has played out in your own life. 
 
#6 What are some other explanations for why it is difficult to hear God’s voice? 
 
#7 Does the image of Shepherd and sheep resonate with you?  Why?  Why not? 
 
#8 So far in our study, Potter/clay is followed by Shepherd/sheep.  In what ways is the relationship 
between Shepherd and sheep deeper than the one between Potter and clay? 
 
#9 What are some of the unique differences in the relationships between Potter/clay and Shepherd/sheep? 
 
#10 Take a few minutes to stop and think.  Evaluate the restlessness in your soul.  Would you say your soul 
is at rest, or is it restless?  Put it on a 10 scale with “1” being restless and “10” being completely at rest.  
Where is your soul?  Why?   
 
#11 According to Psalm 23:1, if Jesus is our Shepherd, we “shall not want”.  So, why do we still feel restless 
at times? 
 
#12 READ John 10:1-21.  We referenced this earlier in the chapter, but it is so rich, we need to take time to 
dig into it with our discipleship partners.  Jesus calls Himself the Shepherd (v. 11) and the Gate (v. 7).  What 
do each of these images tell us about Jesus?  In verse 3, Jesus refers to Himself as the watchman.  What 
does this tell us about Him?  Switching gears, Jesus contrasts Himself with the thief and the hired hand.  
How is He different from these?  In verse 10 Jesus declares that He has come to give us abundant life.  Is 
abundant living a goal or a reality for you?  Explain.   
 
#13 Learning His voice is a big lesson, but stretching this analogy of Shepherd/sheep further, are there any 
other lessons we must learn at this stage in our development with Jesus?  How are you doing with them? 
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Master and servant, Obeying God’s Voice 

 
                                  “If you do not seek first the Kingdom of God, 

                                                              you will never seek it.” ~Soren Kierkegaard 
 
Obedience was so rare in the days of Noah that he was the only one worth saving when floodwaters destroyed 
the earth.  Genesis 6:11 gives us the sad state of affairs, “The earth was corrupt in God’s sight and full of 
violence.”  Against that dark backdrop, Noah’s obedience stands out as something special.  Several times in the 
text we read, “And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him” (Genesis 6:22, 7:5, 16). Many people have 
marveled at the monumental task set before Noah.  God told him to build a boat the size of a cruise ship at a 
time when rain did not exist. If God asked you to build a boat, you would at least have some pictures to work 
from.  Noah had no concept drawings, sketches, nothing.  From scratch, having never seen rain, with the 
nearest body of water miles away, Noah built a boat.  
 
For his obedience, he is rewarded in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews as being a “man of faith”.  Hebrews 11:7 
tells us that Noah “in holy fear, built an ark to save his family.”  Some might argue that it is easy to obey when 
you are afraid for your life.  But do not forget that Noah was the only one in his entire generation who obeyed. 
He would have had social pressure to conform to everyone else who was not building a boat.  Yet, he rose 
above it all, obeyed, and saved not just his family, but the entire human race as well.   
 
Is obedience to God that powerful?  Yes.  In fact, Romans 6:22 says that obedience to God brings the benefit 
of holiness and ultimately, eternal life.  So, yes, obedience is a big deal.  As sheep we learn to discern the voice 
of God, but this is not enough.  We also must learn to obey the voice of God.  This is why the next season in 
our relationship with Him is as Master and servant.     
 
Jesus did not ask His disciples to be perfect, but He did demand that they be committed.  He told them to 
“take up their crosses” (Luke 14:27), and He told them to put their hand to the plow and not look back (Luke 
9:62).  We like to talk about the “easy yoke” (Matthew 11:30), but ignore the fact that Jesus also told us to 
stick to the plow.  When the sun gets hot and the blisters begin to burn, the temptation to let go is strong.  
This is where discipleship becomes costly. 
 
There are many lessons in the Christian life that we can only learn through obedience.  We cannot learn them 
from a book, we must put them into practice. Courage is one of them.  Sacrifice is another.  Submission is a big 
one.  Anyone can talk about being a servant to others, but how do I react when I am treated like one?  My 
reaction tells me what I need to know and how far I still have to grow.  Anyone can serve when they feel 
inspired.  The real issue is how do you serve in the grind?  How do you serve when no appreciation is given?  
This is where I give up my right to merely quote Jesus and begin to imitate Him.  Jesus is the ultimate servant 
and He calls us to the same. 
 
One of the more moving scenes in the Bible is found in John 13 where Jesus, only hours before His crucifixion, 
wraps a towel around His waist and washes the feet of His disciples.  When Peter resisted, Jesus insisted, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me” (John 13:8).  Jesus insisted on serving Peter and He insists on 
serving us.  It shocks our senses.  Jesus serves me?!  It’s true.  The humility of Jesus is stunning.  From the 
majestic halls of ultimate power and fortune, Jesus stoops to earth and rather than dominate us, He shocks us 
with His humility.  He washes our feet.  And Jesus did not just serve the disciples in the Bible.  He continues to 
serve His disciples.  Hebrews 7:25 says that He “always lives to intercede for us”.  He literally lives to serve you.  
He is still washing our feet.  Each time we sin, He grabs the wash basin and towel, then stoops down to cleanse 
our soiled feet. 
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Here is an uncomfortable truth: He asks that we follow His example (John 13:15).  Perhaps this is the real 
reason why Peter refused Jesus’ service?  He did not want to pay it forward.  However, somewhere between 
that night with his feet in Jesus’ wash bucket and the day he wrote these words, something changed, because 
years later Peter challenged the Church to “live as servants of God” (1 Peter 2:16).  Could it be that by allowing 
Jesus to serve us, we change and become ones who will do the same for others?  The secret of becoming a 
servant like Jesus is to let Jesus serve me.  When I witness the humility of Jesus and experience His hand 
serving me, something changes in my heart.   
 
One the Apostle Paul’s favorite ways to introduce himself to the churches was as “a servant of Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 1:1, Philippians 1:1, etc).  What did Paul know about Jesus that led him to so frequently identify 
himself as a servant?  Paul found the joy of being served by Christ and in turn being Christ’s servant.  It is 
helpful to read the whole context, but this is the gist of what Paul said to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:12-17.  He 
was once a “blasphemer and persecutor and a violent man” (v. 13), yet Christ showed him mercy.  This led 
Paul to marvel that he, of all people, would be considered faithful and appointed into service.   
 
This is what makes being a servant of God entirely different from the stereotype we have in our mind of 
“master and servant”.  God is our master and we must learn to obey Him, but it happens as He serves us.  God 
could command our obedience.  He certainly has the power to force it on us.  But He does not do that.  
Instead, God inspires our obedience.  He serves us, then we serve Him by serving others.  He loves us, then we 
love Him by loving others.  This is the flow: His heart to our heart to other hearts.   
 
To further stress this point, Paul told the Galatian Christians to use their freedom “to serve one another in 
love” (Galatians 5:13).  God set them free, so rather than use their freedom to indulge the flesh, which got 
them enslaved in the first place, Paul challenged them to use their freedom to serve.  The implication is that 
free people serve people and in serving people, experience more freedom. 
 
Jesus directly connected obedience to love.  “Whoever has My commands and keeps them is the one who 
loves Me” (John 14:21).  Pressing it further, Jesus promised that He would reveal Himself to the person who 
obeys Him.  Jesus linked love to obedience to greater revelation of Himself in one verse!  We have 
romanticized love, so we do not typically think of love and obedience as being connected.  Yet, obedience is a 
necessary part of any healthy relationship.  We will return to this concept at the end of our study, but for now 
suffice it to say that where love is not present, obedience feels like a chore.  The more love is present, the less 
obedience feels like a burden.   
 
This leads us to a challenging question.  Do we obey God out of love or obligation?  Can we say with the 
Psalmist that I, “delight in Your commandments because I love them” (Psalm 119:47)?  The more that we obey, 
the more we discover that there is freedom in obedience.  Obedience is not the end of our freedom it is 
actually the beginning.  It was disobedience that got us lost and stuck.  It is obedience that restores us.  Think 
about it.  What has disobedience ever gotten you but more trouble?  By learning to obey God, we come to 
appreciate the joy of living rightly, the way we were designed to live.   
 
Obedience is your opportunity to be the person God says you are.  God created you so He knows what you are 
capable of becoming.  His commands are always in line with the DNA that He threaded within you.  Most 
people think of the ten commandments as a list of rules.  However, they are really a description of how God 
made us.  In sin, we have strayed thinking that we know better than God how life should be lived.  The first 
thing we had to come to grips with was that God is our Potter.  He is God and we are not.  With this revelation, 
we began to feel out of place because we were made for something more than this world and more than 
religion.  We were made for God.  We discovered God as our Good Shepherd and began to follow the sound of 
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His voice.  This became hard, sin brought us into conflict with God’s voice.  We had to learn to serve Him, to 
obey His voice.  He is our Master, but the more we submit to Him, the more we see how He submits to us!  
Over time, serving Him becomes a pleasure, not a problem.  We are finding joy in submission. 
 
If we could stay here, in this place of being served by Jesus and serving Jesus, it would be awesome.  But like 
Peter, who took his eyes off of Christ and began to sink in the waves, the servant of God can fall into the trap 
of comparing himself to other servants.  Judgmentalism can creep into the mind of a servant.  Servants tend to 
keep score cards and we begin to complain that nobody else is serving.  Servants feel like they are the only 
ones who volunteer at church.  Where are all the other people who should be serving?  When we compare our 
service to someone else’s service, we set ourselves up for discouragement.  We must not forget the flow: 
God’s heart to our heart to other hearts.  We love because HE first loved us.   
 
When our eyes are distracted from Jesus, we can also become tired in our service.  The servant can feel the 
burden of ministry and easily lose their joy.  Henri Nouwen said, “Nothing conflicts with love for Christ like 
service for Christ.”  We forget that Jesus invites us to share the yoke with Him, not wear it all by ourselves. In 
the busy-ness of obeying God, we lose God and our souls dry up.   
 
Not only can the servant lost sight of Christ in their service, but he or she can also feel resentment towards 
Christ.  A servant sees sin as being all those fun things they’re not allowed to do any more.  As we learned with 
the sheep metaphor, sheep stray.  They get distracted and easily lose their way.  A servant is governed by 
rules, so when a servant sins, he doesn’t wander, he rebels.  A servant thinks to himself, “I’ll do this and then 
I’ll ask for forgiveness”.  Will God forgive?  Yes.  But using God’s kindness as a license to sin will only bring us 
trouble.  The servant often finds himself trapped in a cycle of sin…repent… victory… sin… repent …victory, etc.  
Although the servant relates to Christ more deeply than as a sheep, he has yet to discover the full joy of total 
surrender.  Even though we have a perfect example in Christ, learning to obey is hard and we take a bunch of 
lumps along the way. 
 
Learning obedience is a necessary step in the process of learning to live. Each time we are faced with a 
decision of whether or not to obey, we are given an opportunity to grow.  Will we disobey and continue living 
for ourselves?  This is safe, it is predictable, but it is also lonely.  God is far away and even other people are at 
arms’ length when we live in disobedience.  Or, will we obey and die to ourselves a bit further?  In obedience 
we lay down our perceived right to do our own thing in favor of honoring God and discover more freedom. 
Obedience is not a door closed to potential.  It is a door opened to greater things!   
 
To close this chapter, hopefully the words from this old chorus will resonate: 
 
 
 

The Lord has a will and I have a need 
To follow that will, to humbly be still, 

To rest in it, nest in it, fully be blessed in it, 
Following my Father’s will. 
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Doing the good work and applying what it means to be the servant. 

 
Let’s dig deeper and make the best use of this lesson.  Please do not skip this part.  It will be used in your Life 
Group and you can use it to prompt discussion with your discipleship partner.  It would be helpful if you had a 
journal in which you could write your answers to the questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some questions for personal reflection and group study 
 
#1 Ok, let’s get the awkward part out of the way.  We have two big barriers that make it hard to connect 
with this concept of Master and Servant.  1) We are naturally rebels, which makes the point of why we 
need to learn this lesson. And, 2) Our history with slavery has been so horrible and negative that we recoil 
at the thought of relating to God in this way.  However, given what we’ve discussed, can you see how God’s 
love for us might redeem the concept? 
 
#2 Thinking through your own experience, do you obey God mostly out of love, or out of obligation?  Why? 
 
#3 In your own words, what does it mean to relate to God as Master & servant? 
 
#4 Of the lessons that we can only learn through obedience, we mentioned three (courage, sacrifice and 
submission).  Can you think of any other character lessons we cannot learn in a book, but must learn 
through obedience? 
 
#5 Think of a time when you experienced joy as a result of obeying God.  Talk about it. 
 
#6 Think of times when you experienced regret for not obeying God.  Talk about it. 
 
#7 One of the biggest questions the servant of God asks is “What is God’s will for my life?”  How often do 
you personally struggle with knowing and doing God’s will?  Talk about what this struggle looks like for you. 
 
#8 In Matthew 24:46 Jesus said it will be good if He returns and finds His servants working.  Why? 
 
#9 A servant of Christ is driven by duty, he wants to know God’s will and then obey it because that’s what 
“good Christians” are supposed to do.  What is right and what is wrong about this kind of thinking? 
 
#10 In this chapter we talked about the proper order: God’s heart to our heart to other hearts. Do you 
agree with this order?  Why?  Why not? 
 
#11 What could happen to a person’s soul who continues relating to God as a servant and does not 
progress deeper?   
 
#12 READ John 13.  What can we learn about serving God from this chapter?  Try to draw as many lessons 
as you can.   
 
#13 We have learned that servants frequently ask God to reveal His will and they avoid sin out of obedience 
to God, which are good things.  But, servants can also turn negative because they wonder why more people 
are not serving as they are.  Can you and your discipleship partner think of any other positive or negative 
tendencies that a servant of God might have? 
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Friends, Enjoying God’s Presence 

 
“Retire with Him frequently into the  

inner chamber of the heart.” ~Andrew Murray 
 
From the very beginning God has wanted friendship with people.  He walked with Adam, He walked with 
Enoch, and He actually spoke “face to face” with Moses (Exodus 33:11).  He had lunch with Abraham and He 
wrestled with Jacob.  On one occasion, God had dinner with 70 elders of Israel (Ex. 24:9-11)!  Does any man-
made religion worship such a god?  There is nothing distant about Him.  He is in the trenches with us, getting 
dirty, wrestling, walking, speaking, eating.  While we’re on the subject of lunch, there is a scene in Genesis 18 
that makes me hungry.  Abraham was sitting under the shade of his tent in the heat of the day when he 
noticed three visitors standing nearby.  The scene is awkward because the Bible doesn’t tell us how the visitors 
got there: did they suddenly appear?  Were they dropped off by a chariot?  As the text continues, it becomes 
evident that these three men were not men, but a physical manifestation of the holy Trinity.  Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit, took on human form and appeared to Abraham during the hottest part of the day. 
 
Not knowing that these visitors were God, Abraham quickly offered to serve them lunch.  When it came time 
for them to go, God spoke and said, “Should I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?” (Genesis 18:17).  
From here, God and Abraham bartered over the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah.  God was determined to 
execute justice, and destroy the evil twin cities.  We’re not sure what motivated Abraham to do what he did, 
perhaps it was because his nephew Lot lived there, or perhaps it was his own love for people, but Abraham 
pleaded with God not to destroy the cities.  He struck a deal to spare them if 50 righteous people could be 
found.  Then, knowing it would be a long shot to find 50 righteous people in Sodom, Abraham began to lower 
the bar: “What if less than 50 righteous people are there?  How about 40? Or 30? Or 20?  What if only 10 
righteous people can be found in the city, would You spare it?”  It was crazy for Abraham to argue with God, 
but true to His gracious heart, He conceded.  It was not Abe’s good cooking that changed God’s mind!  God is 
gracious, and the whole scene gives us a glimpse into what friendship with God could look like.   
 
We live during a time when friendship with God is taken for granted.  Many people, even non-Christian 
people, claim to have a friendship with God.  We call Him “the man upstairs” and flippantly approach Him as 
“The Big Guy”, but rarely do we imagine sharing lunch and debating with Him!  Abraham’s relationship with 
God surprises us.  How was he able to speak to God as he did?  Earlier in Genesis, God destroyed the earth 
with a flood.  Now, He was planning to wipe out Sodom.  Wasn’t Abraham worried about getting too close to 
the blast zone?  Apparently not.   
 
In Isaiah 41:8 God was speaking to the nation of Israel about their forefather and He tenderly calls him, 
“Abraham My friend”.  We all know people who claim that they are friends with God, but GOD said that 
Abraham was His friend!  Its stunning when you consider that Abraham was far from perfect.  He lied about 
his wife (twice!), he was fearful, fickle and his family had squabbles and feuds.  Yet God, in a striking moment 
of tenderness declares to the nation of Israel that Abraham was His friend!    The same thing is said of 
Abraham in 2 Chronicles 20:7 and in James 2:23. He is known as “the friend of God.”   
 
We would expect men like Adam to take walks with God and men like Abraham and Moses to be friends of 
God.  After all, they are the VIP’s of the faith. They walk the red carpet in Heaven and receive the special 
treatment because their names are so big in our history.  If Heaven had seating, we would expect them to get 
the good seats, perhaps even get back stage passes, but normal Christians like us?  Having a friendship with 
God feels far out of our reach…but then there’s Jesus. 
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Several thousand years after Abraham had lunch with God, sitting at a table in a borrowed upper room, Jesus 
shared a final supper with His disciples.  What He said to them created a seismic shift in how the world 
functions.  Please read His words carefully and note how He elevates us from servant hood.  While breaking 
bread with the disciples, Jesus said, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have made 
known to you” (John 15:15).  Does this make your heart stop for a second?  Catch your breath, this is not you 
claiming to be friends with God.  This is God claiming to be friends with you!  Last week we talked about how 
important it is to obey God and learn to do what He says.  He is our Master, we are His servants.  But 
remember, Jesus wants intimacy.  He wants more.  The servant responds only to the Master’s commands, but 
Jesus wants to share His heart with us.  You are no longer an employee.  You’re a friend of the Owner! 
 
As Jesus said, friendship is about sharing information: “Everything I learned from My Father, I have made 
known to you.”  This was Abraham’s experience when he shared lunch with God and argued with Him about 
the fate of Sodom.  God revealed His plans to His friend.  One of my favorite verses is Psalm 25:14. The King 
James Version reads it this way: “The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him”.  God has secrets and He 
enjoys sharing them with you.  There is something intimate about a secret.  Secrets do not get shouted from 
afar, they get whispered up close.  If God has secrets that He wants to share with you, it means He wants to be 
up close with you.  It means He wants friendship. 
 
The whole subject begs the question, why?  Why does God want friendship with us?  In our experience, kings 
do not build friendships with homeless people.  For better or worse, we all operate within a class system 
where people from one side of the tracks do not mingle with those on the other.  When we do mingle it is an 
accident or out of pity or some effort to create a perceived equity.  So, when we read in the Bible that God, 
the King of the Universe actively seeks friendship with normal people like us, we have to wonder, “Why?”  
Many, falsely assume that God is lonely so He created people.  That’s not true.  God has need of nothing and 
no one.  He is complete in and of Himself.  Others think that God is so creative that He had to create us, as 
though the universe burst out of His intensely creative Self.  But again, this explanation presumes God has a 
need and that He cannot contain Himself, which is untrue.  
 
Why did God design us for friendship?  Because grace brings sin to the surface more than law does.  If you 
want to see what is truly in a man’s heart, set him free.  What we do with freedom reveals our truest nature, 
so Jesus did it.  He set us free, and called us friends.  He lavished grace upon us.  What we do with this gift will 
say volumes about our character.  When we disobeyed as servants, we were rebellious, but when we disobey 
as friends, what does it say about us?  It is one thing to go against the Master’s command, but disrespecting a 
friend?  Caring nothing for the desires of our friend?  This is awful on another level!   
 
Let’s not forget that this journey we are on is about dying to self.  We might feel bad when we break a few 
rules.  But when we crush a friend’s heart, it does something inside of us.  This is especially true when we see 
how faithful our Friend is to us!  In Matthew 26:50, Jesus called Judas, the betrayer, His “friend”.  Jesus does 
not define friendship by our loyalty, yet He remains forever loyal, which makes our betrayals all the more 
painful.  We see our sin on a deeper level.  It is no longer that fun thing we can’t do.  Sin becomes sickening to 
us because it’s a betrayal.  We don’t sin because we are rebels, as friends of Jesus, we sin because we are 
selfish.  When sin is revealed in this way, it begins to lose its appeal to us, and this is a good thing!  
 
On a positive note, friends hang out, they spend time together.  Abraham had lunch, Adam took walks, what 
can you do with your heavenly Friend?  The beautiful thing about friendship with God is learning to enjoy His 
Presence.  Friends do not always need an agenda.  They come together for the joy of coming together.  A 
number of years ago I had the honor of leading a woman to faith in Christ who was on her deathbed.  She had 
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been religious her whole life, but it was not until the end that her eyes were opened to the wonder of 
relationship with Jesus.  Two days before her death, I went to visit her and her family pulled me aside to 
report that something “weird” happened the night before.  She was sitting up in her bed and sharing dinner 
with Someone invisible.  She was laughing, happy and chatty.  Her family thought she was hallucinating.  I’m 
certain she was eating with Jesus.  She and I had some of the sweetest, most sacred fellowship I have ever 
enjoyed because we literally shared time with Jesus together.   This is the biggest aspect of relating to Jesus as 
friends.  We enjoy His Presence.   
 
Can I ask you a question: Do you like Jesus?  Yes, you love Him.  He is your Savior and He is God.  This is all 
good.  But do you like Him?  Do you enjoy Him as a Person?  Do you think He is funny?  Does He make you 
laugh, put a smile on your face?  Do you share the day with Him?  Do you do things together?  This is what it 
means to be His friend.   
 
In John 14:23 Jesus promised people who obeyed Him, that He and the Father would “come to them and make 
our home with them.”  Continuing in John’s Gospel, Jesus famously compared our relationship with Him to a 
grapevine.  He is the Vine, and we are the branches (John 15:5).  He told us to “abide in Him and He in us”.  
And, in perhaps the most graphic illustration, Jesus told us to “eat My flesh and drink My blood” (John 6:56).  
These concepts are all part of the same discourse which means they go together.  Whether He is making a 
home with us, or being attached to us as a Vine to branches, or abiding in Him or actually eating Him, the 
meaning is clear.  Jesus wants to be so connected with us that there is no distinction between us and Him.  
Can you separate the rays from the sun?  Of course not.  Neither can we be separated from Jesus.  He wants to 
be this entwined with us. 
 
One of the most unnerving portions of scripture is found in Matthew 7:23. In it, Jesus teaches on the final 
judgment and He tells us that a day will come when many will come to Him claiming to have done great things 
in His name.  He will look at them and say, ”Depart from Me…I never knew you.”  Shocking isn’t it?  He can 
know everything there is to know about us, from numbering the hairs on our head to what we ate five years 
ago, but still in all of this, not actually know us.  If this does not rattle your rib cage, something is wrong.  You 
claim to know God, but the greater question is, does He know you?  Being known by Jesus is better than 
knowing about Him.  This is friendship.  In friendship we begin to open our secrets to Him and He to us.  We 
grow to discover the quirks in Jesus’ personality, the nuances of His being.  We learn communion.  Can we 
enjoy Jesus for the sake of enjoying Jesus without the need to do anything important?   
 
For many years I was caught in the trap of what I call a “mini-messiah complex”.  I knew that I was not THE 
Savior, but I still felt this constant urge to do more to change the world.  I felt that if I did not do something 
important for God, then I was wasting the life He gave me.  I defined “doing something important” in ways 
given to me by my church culture: there are orphans to help, souls to save and wrongs to make right.  Since 
there is never a shortage of problems, I felt driven from my core to get in the fight and not waste time with 
silly things like simply cherishing my family.  This inner voice literally stole my ability to rest, enjoy and 
celebrate the good things God gave me.  It took an emotional crash and nearly losing everything to discover 
that Jesus doesn’t need me to save the world.  I learned that hurry is an obstacle to love and if I’m so busy 
saving the world that I cannot love, then whatever I’m doing is useless. 
 
Learning to rest with Jesus, to truly savor time with Him, is what friendship is all about.  And true friendship is 
something for which we all long.  Solomon asked a rhetorical question: “How can one keep warm alone?” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:9-12).  The obvious answer is that we cannot stay warm alone.  We need others.  But we need 
more than proximity.  Merely being around others does not make us less lonely.  We need to be with others, 
soul to soul, but until this need is first met with Jesus, we will struggle to find it in others.  This explains why 
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the church is often filled with the loneliest people on the planet.  We claim to be people of relationship but 
live in emotional isolation from Jesus and from others.  We assume that worshipping with and working with 
like-minded people solves the problem, but it doesn’t. It is only when we get real with, become vulnerable to 
Jesus and to His people that we begin to find the cure for loneliness and get warm. To do this, we must 
remove the religious masks that hide who we truly are. The religious you bores God to tears.  The real you 
brings God to tears!  There is freedom when you come out of hiding and show your true self to God and 
others.  One of the most important tasks of any local church community is to create a space where people can 
be authentic, where people can be loved as they are, but not expected to stay that way.   
 
We live in Central Connecticut and many years ago the Podunk people roamed this region.  The word 
“Podunk” means “foot that sinks” because this area was marshy.  The soft ground caused feet to sink and 
made for muddy ankles.  Aside from this, one of the things that distinguished this people was their long hair.  
They believed that long hair was the secret of strength so they rarely cut it.  In fact, the only time they cut it 
was when they mourned the death of a loved one.  Their strength left when their loved one died.  It wasn’t the 
length of their hair that made them strong.  It was the depth of their relationships.  The loss of a friend 
equaled the loss of strength.  “One” is not only a lonely number, it’s a weak one.   
 
Jesus needs to be our first Friend.  When this is true of you, you will find every other friendship to be more 
satisfying.  The loneliness of our soul is a longing for Christ.  We keep trying to satisfy it with other people and 
we come up empty.  On the final night of Jesus’ life on earth, He predicted that all of His closest friends would 
abandon Him.  He told them, “You will be scattered, each to his own home.  You will leave Me all alone.  Yet I 
am not alone, for My Father is with Me” (John 16:32).  Jesus was alone, but not alone.  Knowing Jesus as your 
Friend, you will never be alone again.   
 
As friends of Jesus, prayer takes on new meaning.  It is not a chore.  It is a treasure.  Prayer is fundamentally 
about enjoying time with Jesus, spending time in His Presence.  Many people feel like they are bothering God 
with the mundane details of their day.  They only pray when there is an emergency or need.  While I 
appreciate the 911 operator, we are not very close friends.  Try talking to Jesus more often, when things are 
not such a crisis.  Talk with Him about your family, or that project you have due at work.  Tell Him about the 
deal you found at Kohl’s, or invite Him into your weekend plans.  None of these things feel very spiritual or 
religious, but this is all prayer.  In sharing these things with Jesus you will begin to notice that the Friend of 
Abraham becomes your Friend too.   
 
When you pray, take time to talk about what is on His heart.  Jesus loves to hear what is on your heart and He 
is an awesome Listener, but you can learn to listen to Him as well.  Ask Him how He feels about certain things.  
You have your opinions about politics and social issues, but Jesus has thoughts on those things too.  Do you 
know what He is thinking?  Have you asked Him?  You can learn to sense His pleasure, when things are 
pleasing to Him.  You can learn to sense His heartbreak, when sin brings ruin.   
 
Isn’t this what friends do?  They commune.  They talk back and forth.  Jesus wants the same kind of 
relationship with you.  Does this seem strange to you?  Perhaps your religious experience has stood in the way 
of you enjoying this kind of relationship with Jesus.  Please hear my heart: your church background is a good 
thing.  God has used it in your life to bring you to this point.  But I pray that you are inspired by the examples 
we find in Scripture, of ordinary people who knew God as friends.  God has not changed.  He still wants to be 
your friend too.   
 
The Psalmist sang, “Oh how I love the house where You live, O Lord, the place where Your Glory dwells” (Psalm 
26:8).  You can grow to love His Presence too.  During his darkest trial, Job cried, “Oh for the days when I was 
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in my prime, when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house!” (Job 29:4).  Job lost everything, but he did not 
want his stuff back, he wanted God back.  He missed his Friend.  Jesus can be this valuable to you as well. 
 
One of my favorite stories about life is taken from Alcoholics Anonymous literature.  It is the story of the 
tandem bike.  Let’s close our discussion with this: 
 

I used to think of God as my observer, my Judge, keeping track of things I did wrong, so as to know whether I 
merited Heaven or hell when I die.  He was out there, sort of like the president.  I recognized His picture  

when I saw it, but I didn’t really know Him. 
But later on, when I met Jesus, it seemed as though life was rather like a bike, but it was a tandem bike, and I 
noticed that Jesus was in the back helping me to pedal.  I don’t know just when it was that He suggested we 

trade places, but life has not been the same since I took the back-seat to Jesus, my Lord.  He makes life  
exciting.  When I had control, I thought I knew the way.  It was rather boring, but predictable.  

 It was the shortest distance between two points. 
But when He took the lead, He knew delightful long cuts, up mountains, and through rocky places and at break 

neck speeds; it was all I could do to hang on!  Even though it often looked like madness, He said, “Pedal!”   
I was worried and anxious and asked, “Where are You taking me?”  He laughed and didn’t answer and I  

started to learn to trust.  I forgot my boring life and entered into adventure.   
And when I’d say, “I’m scared”, He’d lean back and touch my hand. 

He took me to people with gifts that I needed; gifts of healing, acceptance and joy.  They gave me their gifts to 
take on my journey, our journey, my Lord’s and mine.  And we were off again.  He said, “give the gifts away; 

they’re extra baggage, too much weight.” So I did, to the people we met, and I found that in giving  
I received and still our burden was light. 

I did not trust Him at first, in control of my life.  I thought He’d wreck it, but He knows bike secrets,  
how to make it bend to take sharp corners, jump to clear high rocks, fly to shorten scary passages.   

And I am learning to shut up and pedal in the strangest places! And I am beginning to enjoy the view and  
the cool breeze on my face with my delightful, constant companion, Jesus. 

And when I am sure I just can’t do it anymore, He just smiles and says…“Pedal!” 
 

(author unknown) 
 
I did a little research on tandem bike riding.  Apparently, riding a tandem bike is not any easier than riding 
alone.  There is more weight on the frame, the riders must work to stay in sync and there is more aero drag. 
So why ride a tandem bike if it is not easier?  You ride it for the company.  Every bump, every pump, every 
turn, every stop, every start, is a shared experience.  When the stories are told, they are about the turn that 
“we” took, or the hill that “we” climbed, or the time that “we” crashed.  Friends of Jesus talk in much the same 
way.  It’s not about what I did for Jesus.  Our stories are about what Jesus and I did together. 
 
In our church circles, we are familiar with “The Great Commission” from Matthew 28:18-20, but we tend to 
overlook the important promise that Jesus makes to us, “And I will be with you always”.  Jesus does not give us 
a swift kick and send us off into the mission field.  He comes with us!  We ride the bike together!  We are not 
the missionary, but the One who lives inside of us is, and together, we accomplish the mission.  Oh my friend, 
can you understand how much joy it brings to Jesus to share life with you?!  It is safe to say that He enjoys 
being with you, more than you enjoy being with Him.  Let’s stop merely calling Jesus our friend, and begin to 
cultivate a real friendship with Him!  Take a walk, share lunch, argue, listen, ride, work, play, but whatever you 
do, share it with Jesus. 
 

“There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24 
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Doing the good work and applying what it means to be friends with Jesus. 

 
Let’s dig deeper and make the best use of this lesson.  Please do not skip this part.  It will be used in your Life 
Group and you can use it to prompt discussion with your discipleship partner.  It would be helpful if you had a 
journal in which you could write your answers to the questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some questions for personal reflection and group study 
 
#1 Do you find it awkward to speak of Jesus in friendship terms?  In this study we talked about arguing with 
Jesus, or asking Him questions about politics, or just telling Him about a project at work.  Does this seem 
too casual to you?  Why or why not? 
 
#2 Many people talk about friendship with Jesus, but few people truly experience it.  What are some of the 
barriers to enjoying genuine friendship with Jesus? 
 
#3 In this lesson, we talked about how friendship impacts our prayers and how we perceive sin.  Can you 
think of other ways that friendship with Jesus impacts our experience as Christians? 
 
#4 One of the lessons we learn as the friends of Jesus, is how to simply enjoy His Presence without the 
need to do anything important for God.  In your experience, is it difficult or easy to simply rest in His 
Presence?  Why or why not? 
 
#5 On page 25 we talked about how grace brings sin to the surface in our lives.  How does friendship with 
Jesus impact our perception of sin?  As friends of Jesus, what does our sin reveal about us?   
 
#6 You probably would claim to “love Jesus”, but would you also say that you “like” Him?  How do you 
know that you like Him?  How is liking Jesus different from loving Him? 
 
#7 Many Christians admit to struggling with prayer.  How would embracing a friendship with Jesus help us 
in this struggle? 
 
#8 In this chapter, we discussed several friends of God: Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Moses, and others. Can 
you think of any other friends of God in the Bible?  What stands out about their friendship with God? 
 
#9 In Matthew 26:50 Jesus called Judas, “friend”.  What does it say about Jesus that He would call His 
betrayer a friend?  How is this encouraging for you? 
 
#10 Religion requires a lighter cross.  In religion we follow rules but in relationship we follow Jesus!  Why is 
it harder to follow Jesus than to merely follow a religion?  But, how is it better?! 
 
#11 There is not a secret about you that God does not already know, but chances are good that you have 
plenty of secrets you have not yet shared with Him.    With your discipleship partner holding you 
accountable, agree to take time to share your secrets to God.  This will mean setting aside time to take a 
walk, or write in your journal, but it will take time to work through your life and share it all with Jesus.  
Then, after sharing your secrets with God, report back to your discipleship partner or group.  What 
difference has this made in your relationship with God?  What will you do to get even deeper with Jesus? 
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Seeing the Purpose in our Pain, part 2 

 
“The cross is laid on every Christian…as we embark upon discipleship, we surrender ourselves to Christ  

in union with His death…When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” ~Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
Literally afraid for his life, Jacob divided up his family and all of his belongings into two camps thinking that if 
one got attacked, the other might slip away.  He was the consummate wheeler/dealer and spent most of his 
life like a boxer ducking and weaving, trying to avoid the next punch.  All the while, staying on his toes, Jacob 
looked for every opportunity to get his own jab in and get ahead.  But in Genesis 32, Jacob’s old sins had finally 
caught up to him and he needed to face the music.  Years earlier, he deceived his older brother Esau.  He 
literally stole their father’s blessing and the sizeable financial inheritance that came with it.  When Esau vowed 
vengeance, Jacob ran.  Eventually, he could not run any further and the time came for him to meet his older 
brother.  The swindler was forced to reckon with the swindled.  Would Esau finally make good on his vow and 
kill Jacob? 
 
Jacob had a restless night in anticipation of the big meeting.  In the night, a man came and wrestled with him.  
We really do not know what caused their tussle, except that they fought all night long, and in the morning, 
Jacob asked for a blessing.  He concluded that this mystery wrestler must be God and named the place 
“Peniel” which means “face of God”.  Jacob was shocked that he had “seen the face of God and lived” (Genesis 
32:30).  The next day Jacob met his brother and the two were reconciled, bringing peaceful resolve to a 20-
year-old rift.  Finally at peace, Jacob settled near a place called Shechem and built an altar to God naming it “El 
Elohe Israel” which means “Mighty is the God of Israel”.   
 
We love that peaceful picture of Jacob, finally able to kick up his feet and relax after years of being on the run.  
But that is not our focus this week!  Our focus is on that wrestling match with God.  The longer we walk with 
Jesus, the more intense our struggles with Him will be.  It has been said that “faith” is spelled “r-i-s-k”.  We are 
always walking by faith and not by sight which means it never gets easier.  The deeper we walk with God, the 
less of our old selves can come with us.  Like Jacob, we will find ourselves wrestling with God, struggling to 
understand, fighting to figure it out.  As we have already discovered, there are transitions between each of 
these stages of growth.  Each transition is hard and painful, but it serves the purpose of loosening our grip 
from the world and self, and attaching us more tightly to Christ.  As you might assume, the more intimate we 
become with Jesus, the more difficult these transitions become.  Dying to self is not easy! 
 
In this chapter we want to look at the transitions from servant to friend, and from friend to brother.  The 
transition from knowing God as our Master, into knowing God as our Friend, is the trial of unanswered 
prayer.  When people first begin to walk with Jesus, things are exciting:  prayers get answered, scripture is 
powerful and tears often flow in church services.  Then, a prayer doesn’t get answered.  At first, this is not a 
big deal because so many other great things are happening.  But then another prayer goes unanswered.   
 
Many years ago, I experienced profound disappointment with unanswered prayer.  A woman in our church 
was battling cancer and I felt strongly that God would heal her.  One Sunday morning, I boldly announced that 
God would heal and we laid hands on her and passionately prayed for her healing.  Four months later we 
buried her.  This sent me into a spiritual tailspin.  I was certain God would answer our prayer!  I argued with 
people who tried to “comfort” me by suggesting that our faith wasn’t strong enough.  I resented people who 
suggested that God had a bigger plan.  I was angry!  I was angry at God. And I felt like a fool, who stuck his 
neck out there in faith and then got his head chopped off.   
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What was going on?  In one way, my anger was justified.  You see, I was God’s faithful servant.  I took a bold 
step of faith and I was giving God the glory.  I was trying to be obedient to Him. This is what good servants do.  
This is the arrangement that servants have with their masters.  If the servant holds up his end of the bargain, 
then the master also must do His part.  And truthfully, our relationship with God definitely works like this 
sometimes.  How else are we to understand parts of the Bible like Deuteronomy 28?  God clearly told Israel 
that “IF you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all His commands…all these blessings will come 
upon you” (Deut. 28:1-2).  The same chapter continues with the dark side, “However, if you do not obey the 
Lord your God…all these curses will come upon you” (28:15).   
 
The arrangement is clear.  Our dutiful obedience brings blessing. Our disobedience brings curse.  If 
Deuteronomy 28 was the only place in the Bible where we find this teaching, we could dismiss it as a one-off, 
but it is not. In the Book of Revelation 21:7 we are promised that if we overcome, we will inherit Heaven, but if 
we do not overcome, if we fail, we will be cast out.  Hebrews is equally clear “You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised” (Hebrews 10:36).   
 
Scripture contains many such conditional promises.  Our obedience brings blessing, our disobedience brings 
problems.  Sometimes this works.  Anyone who has walked with God can tell stories of when they obeyed and 
saw God’s blessing.  But the opposite is also true.  If you walk with God long enough, you can tell stories of 
times you obeyed only to have it backfire.  You can tell stories of times you fervently prayed for something and 
heard crickets.  There were times in my own life when I would have been happy to pray and at least get 
Heaven’s answering service…a pleasant voice on the other end promising that God will get back to me soon.  
The pain of prayers that God does not respond to can shake us to our core.   
 
If this feels like I am picking off an old scab in your faith walk, I apologize.  And if you are new to following 
Jesus, I definitely do not want to burst your bubble.  However, this issue is serious.  We are not the only ones 
to experience it:  Psalm 10:1 “Why, O Lord, do You stand far off?  Why do You hide Yourself in times of 
trouble?”   and in Psalm 22:2 we read, “O my God, I cry out day by day, but You do not answer.”  It is only a 
slight comfort to know that the psalmist experienced the same thing.  Why does it have to happen at all?  
Can’t God have a meaningful relationship with us and still answer all of our prayers in a timely fashion? Why 
do our prayers sometimes feel like they get lost in Heaven’s inbox? 
 
Remember, we are talking about dying to self in order to grow in intimacy.  The truth is…and brace yourself 
because this is a hard truth, our love for God is selfish.  We began our walk with God because we needed 
something, we needed forgiveness and God gave it.  In the beginning of our walk, He is gracious to answer 
prayers and to pour out His kindness in that way.  But His kindness to us extends beyond this.  In His kindness, 
God wants more than a conditional relationship with us where we do our part and He does His part.  God 
desires intimacy.  This means we must go beyond the arrangement of a servant to a master.  We must go 
beyond us having needs and God meeting those needs as long as we do our dutiful part. 
 
We often forget that the very act of prayer is a way to honor God.  He is honored as we seek Him.  At first, we 
seek Him because we need Him.  But we cannot stay here.  Will we begin to seek Him because of Who He is? 
Will we seek Him if we do not receive any kick-backs in return?  Are we pursuing Him or just what He can do 
for us?  This does not make the trial any easier.  These are not comforting words at all, but I hope you can see 
the truth in them.  I pray that at the very least, this gives purpose to the lack of response you are hearing from 
Heaven.  We may not yet be here in our relationship with God, but at the most agonizing stretch of his 
journey, Job declared, “though He slay me, I will hope in Him!” (Job 13:15).  It takes gutsy faith to reach this 
conclusion.  God answered none of Job’s prayers and yet he still resolved to hope in Him.  Wow! 
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Having prayers answered is always a good thing.  Please do not get the impression that at some point in your 
walk with God, He cuts you off from answered prayer.  He delights to answer prayer!  But He also knows what 
is necessary to disconnect you from yourself in order to weave your soul intimately with His.  By leaving a 
prayer unanswered, He leaves us to wrestle with our motives for pursuing Him.  This is a good thing.  When we 
settle into pursuing Him because He is worth it, we begin to grow in friendship.  However, in order to grow 
past friendship, we must enter into another difficult time of transition.  The transition from friendship into 
family is one of the most difficult transitions of your journey.  The sweetness of communion with Jesus and the 
joy of sharing life with Him sets us up for tremendous hurt.  The transition from friend to family is paved with 
intense disappointment, it is the trial of distance.   If Jesus is my friend, why does He sometimes feel so far 
away?  This is hard to understand, because Jesus wants our companionship, right?  So, when we pursue Him, 
why does it feel like He runs from us sometimes? 
 
We expect that if Jesus is our Friend, then He would always remain close by.  This is what friends do.  If my 
friend calls me on the phone, I answer it.  If my friend stops by my house, I stop what I’m doing and talk.  If my 
friend needs anything, I do my best to provide it.  This is all basic to friendship.  The Bible assures us that God 
never leaves us nor forsakes us (Hebrews 13:5).  This is a bedrock truth, but one of the hardest things to 
understand in our Christian experience is that there are some lessons God can only teach us from a distance.  
He never leaves us, but sometimes He hides Himself from us.  John Sanford, in his book “The Kingdom within” 
calls this “the dark side of God”.  This is that part of God that allowed Job to suffer, or worse, allows you to 
suffer!  The dark side of God is bent on destroying all that would destroy us, but it often leaves us feeling 
confused, lonely and even abandoned.  Anyone can stay hot for God when He manifests Himself.  What will 

Let’s stop and talk about this. 
 
#1 In your experience, what are some of the cheesy things Christians say to comfort themselves when 
dealing with unanswered prayer?  How are these things not helpful?  How does it help to see it as part of 
the process of dying to self? 
 
#2 Talk about one of your unanswered prayers and the pain that it has caused you. 
 
#3 Have you ever felt disappointed by God?  Talk about it. 
 
#4 Why do you think our journey with Christ has to get more difficult as time goes on?  Why can’t it get 
easier? 
 
#5 What have you done in the past to cope with unanswered prayer?  Have these coping mechanisms 
helped you or hindered you?   
 
#6 The trial of unanswered prayer is part of the transition from knowing Christ as Master to knowing Him 
as Friend. Explain this transition in your own words.  How does unanswered prayer, and our response to it, 
help to move us deeper in our walk with Christ? 
 
#7 READ 2 Corinthians 12:1-10.  What was Paul’s unanswered prayer?  What does Jesus mean by the 
words “My power is made perfect in weakness”?  Let’s compare this text to what Paul says in Philippians 
4:12-13.  What was Paul’s secret of contentment?  How can we adopt the same attitude in our relationship 
with Jesus?  
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we do when the Presence of God is hidden?  Will we give up or press in?  It is easy to be loving and devoted 
when you have loving feelings, but what do you do when you feel abandoned?  Do you maintain your 
commitment to love? 
 
Some of the rawest words in the Bible were written by people who felt abandoned by God.  Psalm 44:23-24 
“Awake Lord!  Why do You sleep?...Why do You hide Your face and forget our misery and oppression?”  Some 
of the darkest days in the life of a Christian are when it seems like God fell asleep on you.  This is probably 
what Mary and Martha felt in John 11.  Their brother Lazarus became deathly ill so they sent word to Jesus 
saying, “Lord, the one You love is sick.”  Don’t miss that: Jesus loved Lazarus.  They obviously knew of Jesus’ 
ability to heal, so they sent for Him.  Given their close friendship with Jesus, they assumed He would jump 
right into action to heal His friend.  However, Jesus delayed TWO WHOLE DAYS!  
 
This is hard to swallow.  As a matter of fact, let’s just say it, Jesus was being a bad friend.  Lazarus was sick and 
Jesus didn’t bother to help?!  Unconscionable!  When Jesus finally arrived at Lazarus’ hometown, he had 
already been dead four days.  So not only did Jesus miss the chance to heal him…He missed the funeral too!   
 
If you have walked with Jesus for any length of time, you know exactly how Lazarus’ family felt.  How many 
great opportunities for glory has Jesus missed in your life because He was slow to show up or didn’t show up 
at all?  You cried out to Him, you trusted Him, but He left you hanging.  If Jesus has the power to help, why is 
He slow to give it or sometimes not give it at all?  If you know the story in John 11, you know about the happy 
ending where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  But I caution you not to go there yet.  Place yourself in the 
shoes of Martha and Mary, feel their hurt.  They asked Jesus to heal their brother and He didn’t.  Lazarus died, 
they had the funeral and still Jesus didn’t come.  In John 11:32, Mary said, “Lord if You had been here, my 
brother would not have died.”  Do you hear the disappointment in her words?  You can almost sense what she 
is not saying, the words between the words, so to speak: “Lord if You really loved us, You would’ve come 
sooner!”  Without directly saying it, she came close to blaming Jesus for her brother’s death. 
 
The prophet Jeremiah held nothing back in Jeremiah 20:7. He literally accused God of lying to him: “O Lord, 
You deceived me and I was deceived…”.  He wrote those words 3,000 years ago and you can still feel his pain.  
Have you ever felt that God lied to you?  In 2007 I went through one of the most painful trials of my life.  In 
that one year, our church lost about half of our people.  Some moved, others left, some were fine, others were 
mad.  It was a year filled with many painful conversations and listening to people explain why they were 
leaving New River Church.  I felt despondent because it seemed to me as though God were dismantling 
everything that I had worked on as a pastor.  It was hard to move forward as a church when so many people 
were jumping ship.  It felt surreal, I could imagine myself standing on a sidewalk and helplessly watching as 
brick by brick, God tore down my life’s work.  It felt like God had abandoned me.  I’ve never felt more alone.  
At one point, I seriously contemplated shop lifting and getting caught so that I would get fired from ministry.  I 
was too proud to quit, but too dumb to think that shop lifting was a better plan!  Fortunately, I shared these 
feelings with my wife who promptly called our District Office and spoke to our Superintendent.   
 
I am forever grateful to Rev. and Mrs. Bush who quickly came to our side and counseled us, wept with us, and 
walked with us through this difficult time.  What did I learn?  I learned that Jesus does not always do what I 
like, and that’s ok.  Our relationship is not based on Him doing things for me.  He is always good, even when I 
hurt deeply.  No doubt, you are reading this and thinking, “Wow Doug, I was expecting something more 
profound!”  I understand.  But I can tell you this, there is a world of difference between knowing something in 
my head and owning it in my heart.  You can hear these concepts in a sermon or read them in a book, but until 
you actually live them, they will only remain theories in your soul. The absolute only way to own them is to 
walk through the trial of distance where He pulls away to show me how much I want Him.   
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We see this expressed poetically in the Song of Songs 5:6. We are portrayed as “the beloved” and we are 
asleep in our room with the door locked.  Jesus, Who is portrayed as “The Lover” knocks on the door of our 
lives but we hesitate to respond.  When we finally get up to open the door and let Him inside, He’s gone.  
Verse 6 says, “I opened for my Lover, but my Lover had left; He was gone…I called for Him but He did not 
answer.”  In the poem, she went into the streets to find her Lover, and was beaten by the city watchmen. 
 
Stop right there.  He is not patient enough to let her get up and answer the door?  He leaves and doesn’t 
answer her when she calls?!  He lets her get beat up by bad cops roaming the city?  And this is all a picture of 
something that happens in our experience with Christ? This sounds wretched!  Yet, as you continue reading, 
the whole experience only served to strengthen her passion for the Lover.  She persisted past the enemies and 
fell more deeply in love.  The beating did not deter her, it drove her.  The abuse of the watchmen only served 
to magnify the goodness of her Lover.  As she wandered the city, beaten, she was met by a group of people 
simply called “friends” who asked her what was so special about her man that she was willing to endure such 
pain to find him.  Song of Songs 5 ends with her moving description of the one she loves more than anything.  
She declared, “My Lover is radiant and ruddy, outstanding among ten thousand!” (vs. 10).  The poetic 
sequence continues all the way into chapter 6 where she is finally united with her One True Love.  
 
When God feels absent, are you willing to push through the confusion, the hurt, and the sorrow to find Him?  
Is God worth the pursuit?  In the beginning of our walk with Christ, we celebrate how He found us.  We were 
the lost sheep and He was the faithful Shepherd Who left the 99 and searched us out.  That was good, praise 
God that He came looking for you.  But remember, this relationship between you and God must become 
mutual.  For this to happen, you must begin pursuing Him too.  So periodically, God pulls away.  Anybody can 
love God when the feelings are hot.  It’s what you do when His trail goes cold that reveals your love for Him. 
 
There is a super moving scene in 1 Chronicles 27:25-34.  In this scene, we are introduced to the members of 
King David’s cabinet.  It is a list of the movers and shakers in Israel, the top government officials who worked 
alongside of David in governing the nation.  On the list we meet generals, and managers, treasurers and 
overseers.  On this list, among these powerful people is a man named Hushai the Arkite.  Verse 33 says he was 
“the king’s friend”.  You can imagine the cabinet meeting with these important men seated around David’s 
table.  The general gave his report of the army.  The treasurer gave his report of the economy. The various 
managers gave their reports on the vineyards, the labor force, the border skirmishes, etc.  And there, also at 
the table was Hushai the Arkite.  Why was he there?  He was the king’s friend and they had plans to do lunch 
after the meeting.  
 
Who would you rather be:  one of the king’s generals, or the king’s friend?  If you think about it, Jesus already 
has a lot of high-powered people in His service.  He has preachers and prophets.  He has faith healers and 
evangelists.  He has missionaries and monks.  He has authors and artists.  But how many people of whom He 
could say, “that’s My friend”?  Are you content to be the King’s friend?  Sounds strange to say it, but it’s how 
we react when there’s distance that our closeness with Christ can be measured. 
 
The writers of Psalm 137 felt this pain, this desire for closeness.  For different reasons, they found themselves 
exiled in Babylon, far away from home.  The author wrote a song about how he couldn’t write a song because 
he was separated from Jerusalem, the Temple and God Who dwelt there.  He said, “How can we sing the 
songs of the Lord while in a foreign land?  May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember 
you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy” (Ps. 137:6).  For this song writer, being separated from 
Jerusalem and God Who dwelt there, took away his ability to even sing.  He missed God and wanted 
desperately to get back home.  Being far away from his beloved Jerusalem made his heart grow fonder, not 
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colder.  This is a lesson you can only learn from a distance.  How else was this songwriter to know that he 
loved Jerusalem so much?  It was the separation that revealed the true love of his soul.   
 
As we said earlier, this is a super painful lesson because there is not an easy way to learn it.   If you have ever 
felt the absence of God in your life it is a time to press in rather than pull away.  The only way to know Him as 
my everything, is for me to drop everything and run after Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Steel is iron plus fire. 
Soil is rock plus crushing. 

Linen is flax plus the comb that separates and 
the flail that pounds and the shuttle that weaves. 

And the Christian life, if we are to be what God wants us to be, is faith plus suffering. 
God’s way is through the fire.” ~Dr. DeHaan 

Let’s stop and talk about this. 
 
#1 Have you ever felt like God was far away?  Talk about it. How did you react to it?  What effect did it 
have on your faith? 
 
#2 Sometimes it is our sin that creates the distance between us and God, and other times, it is not our sin, 
but God Who has pulled away.  How can we know the difference?  How do we respond differently in each 
scenario? 
 
#3 Jeremiah accused God of lying to him in Jeremiah 20:7. In what ways have you felt like God lied to you? 
 
#4 Many Christians are like Peter who, shortly after promising that he would die with Jesus, denied even 
knowing Him.  Commitment to Christ is a funny thing, we cannot know the level of our commitment if it 
never gets tested. Given the way you have responded to God’s absence in the past, how strong is your 
commitment to Him? 
 
#5 According to John 11:15, why did Jesus delay going to see Lazarus when he was sick?  According to John 
11:45, what was the net effect of Jesus’ miracle in Lazarus’ life?  According to this account in John 11, 
God’s distance or delay is only because He has something bigger and better in mind.  Is this comforting 
when you’re going through this painful trial?  Why? Why not? 
 
#6 For any relationship to go deeper, it must become mutual.  Sometimes God pulls away to reveal how 
much He pursues us the rest of the time.  It also reveals our willingness to pursue Him.  As you evaluate 
your current relationship with God, how mutual is it?  Does God pursue you more than you pursue Him?  
Or vice-versa?  How do you know?  Let’s talk about it! 
 
#7 As we noted, Psalm 137 is a song about how he can’t write a song.  The songwriter missed God so much 
that he lost his ability to sing.  What do you do when you are missing God’s Presence?  How does this help 
you to push through the pain of the absence? 
 
#8 READ Psalm 42. This ancient songwriter clearly aches for God’s Presence, but does not get it.  How does 
he process his feelings? 
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Family, Joining God’s Mission 
 

“A friend always loves and a brother  
is born to share trouble.” Proverbs 17:17 

 
God has always wanted a family.  In fact, of these six metaphors, the one most frequently used in scripture is 
family.  Because of the sheer volume of biblical references to the family metaphor, there will be a list of 
additional scriptures for you to look up on your own, if you feel so inclined.  I will be limiting my writing to a 
just a few of the references.   
 
We learned in the previous chapter that sometimes it feels like God pulls away from us.  He does this to reveal 
the depth of our pursuit for Him.  What we do when we are not “feeling it”, says much about our level of 
commitment to Christ.  It can be jarring, even painful to experience the absence of God.  During times like this, 
it is easy to judge Him as a bad Friend.  However, if we push through this trial and insist that all we want is 
Jesus, even if it hurts, we will begin to relate to Him as our Big Brother.  If you think about it, the family 
relationship is more secure.  It is less dependent on feelings, less dependent on doing things for one another.  
We instinctively know that our family has our back.  This might surprise you, but Jesus wants us to stop doing 
things for Him and He wants to stop doing things for us.  He wants us to begin moving and working together 
with Him.  He wants us to share common goals with Him.  The Kingdom of God is our family business and 
together with Jesus, we need to get busy building it.   
 
One of the main reasons why Jesus wants us to become family is because friends do not share the inheritance.  
In Ezekiel 46:16-18 we find a rare ancient law giving guidance to a prince who wanted to share his inheritance.  
If a generous prince gave his inheritance to a servant, the servant could only keep it until the Year of Jubilee.  
He was then required by law to give it back to the prince.  However, if a prince gave the inheritance to a son, it 
remained his forever.  So, if the prince wanted to make the inheritance a permanent gift, he needed to adopt 
the servant as a son.  Jesus is that Prince Who wants to share His inheritance with us.  In Ephesians 1, Paul 
prayed that the eyes of our hearts would be opened to see “the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints” 
(Eph. 1:18).  Jesus has a vast inheritance and He wants to share it with you.  As friends of Jesus, we enjoy the 
inheritance temporarily.  As siblings, it is ours forever! 
 
The Apostle John wrote, “To all who received Him, to those who call on His name, He has given the right to 
become children of God” (John 1:12).  Notice the word “become”.  Believing in Jesus opens the way for 
someone to technically “become” a child of God, but this may not be the practical experience of many 
believers.  What do I mean?  In our walk with Jesus there are some things that are “now and not yet” realities.  
This is one of them.  A believer is technically a child of God because the blood of Christ has signed their 
adoption papers (we’ll look at this in a bit).  This is a “now” reality.  However, many believers do not practically 
experience the joy of it, they struggle to connect with God as a loving Father.  For them it is “not yet”.  The joy 
of calling God your Father and knowing Jesus as your brother is what this season is all about.  
 
When I was fifteen years old, I responded to a challenge and began digging into scripture because I wanted to 
own it for myself.  It was not enough to believe it because my parents told me to believe.  I needed to believe 
it down deep in my own soul.  So, in the summer of 1982, I poured through the Bible to figure it out.  At about 
the same time, I was having an ongoing argument with my parents over whether or not my friend Ted could 
go on vacation with us.  My parents insisted that this was a “family” vacation and friends were not allowed. 
This discussion was ongoing throughout the summer months that led up to our vacation time.  It was during 
this time frame that I stumbled upon Hebrews 2:11 which says, “Both the One who makes men holy and those 
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who are made holy are of the same family.  Therefore, He is not ashamed to call them ‘brothers’.”  I was 
stunned.  I remember thinking in my 15-year-old brain, “friends are great, but friends don’t go on family 
vacations.  If Ted was my brother, we’d go on vacation together.” And then it hit me: “If Jesus is my friend, 
that’s great, but if Jesus is my Brother, then we go on family vacation together!”   In that moment I sensed 
that Jesus was inviting me to become His little brother, and I whole-heartedly accepted.  
 
The writer of Hebrews reinforces this concept by telling us that Jesus is “not ashamed” to call us family.  He is 
actually proud to be your Brother!  To be the sibling of Christ, we share the family, we share the inheritance 
and we share the Father.    Imagine for a moment that Heaven has a kitchen.  In this kitchen there is an 
enormous refrigerator.  As you pass through the kitchen you notice photos on the doors of this fridge.  You 
stop to take a look.  You see the faces of Abraham, Moses.  You see Sarah, Ruth and Mary.  You see pictures of 
black faces, white faces, brown faces, Asian faces whom you do not recognize but you imagine they must be 
pretty special saints.  Then, it catches you by surprise.  For a moment you do not believe your eyes.  You step 
back to refocus.  It’s you!  Your picture is in this collage of spiritual giants!   
 
You ask God why He would have a photo of you on His refrigerator and He replies, “I keep pictures of all My 
kids on My fridge.  Isn’t that where you keep yours?!”   
 
If God had a refrigerator (and I hope He does!), He would keep your picture on it.  He cherishes you as His 
child.  Hebrews 2:17 tells us that this is the reason Christ came in the flesh: “For this reason He had to be made 
like His brothers in every way, in order that He might become the merciful and faithful High Priest…and make 
atonement for the sins of the people.”  This verse implies that we were Christ’s family before He came to 
earth.  Predestination is a mind-blowing concept, but suffice it to say that Jesus knew you before you knew 
Him.  He loved you before there was a ‘you’ to love.  He became like His brothers in order to restore us to 
Himself.  Biologically speaking, those closest to us in the bloodline are our siblings.  To be the brother of Jesus 
means we share blood…His.   
 
The cry of the younger sibling is to be like the older brother.  You have probably seen this dynamic play out in 
the families that you know. The older sibling is “cool” and the younger siblings mimic their behaviors.  Many 
Christians claim that they want to be “like Christ”.  We quote verses like Romans 8:29, “For those whom God 
foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son.”  Hebrews 2 makes it clear that Jesus 
became like us in flesh so that we could become like Him in character and spirit.  The desire to be like Him, is 
one of the ways that we relate to Him as a sibling. 
 
The Bible is unlike any other book because it is the only book that we read in order to imitate its Author.  As 
great as Scripture is, God is too big to be limited to a book.  The only way to reveal God is through a life.  One 
extraordinary life!  John 1:1 tells us “The Word became flesh”.  No doubt, there are several great reasons why 
God did this, but one of them must be so that we could imitate Him (Ephesians 5:1).  Do you want to be like 
Jesus?  Jesus loves the Father, so we imitate Jesus by also loving the Father.  In fact, the greatest way to be like 
Jesus is to love the Father, and the greatest way to love the Father is to be like Jesus!  This was the cry of 
Jesus’ first disciples.  In John 14:8-9, they begged, “Lord, show us the Father!”   
 
One of the ways that you know Jesus is your Brother is that you long to know the Father.  This is the greatest 
longing of the orphaned soul.  We desperately want to know our Father.  We have searched the halls of 
religion in vain.  We have studied books and come up empty.  We have embraced the vanity of this world and 
been sucked dry.  Then Jesus makes the stunning claim: “Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father!” Jesus 
is the call of God for you to come home. Jesus unashamedly calls us ‘family’, and in so doing, opens the door 
for us to know our Father.   
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This explains why Jesus taught us to pray “Our Father…”. He is our Brother and He invites us to address God as 
‘Father’ in the same way that He does.  We often skip past the first word and forget that Jesus is literally 
joining us in prayer.  He invites us to become His equals as we approach the Throne of Grace.  He tells us, “let’s 
go talk to OUR Father!”  We pray with Jesus as much as we pray to and through Him.  Anyone who prays “Our 
Father” recognizes a unity not only with Jesus but with all who in faith call on His name.  By inviting us to begin 
our prayers with “Our Father” Jesus is uniting us not only to Himself but to each other.  Jesus shares a branch 
of the family tree with us!  If you want a fascinating challenge, pray through the Lord’s Prayer imagining that 
Jesus is praying it right along with you.  Together, you approach your Father and speak with Him about the 
Kingdom, His will, forgiveness, daily bread, etc.  This will change the way you see this timeless prayer!   
 
Taking the Lord’s Prayer a step further, as siblings of Christ we share His zeal for the reputation of God.  He 
taught us to pray, “hallowed be Your name”.  The name of God is His reputation.  We are growing as siblings of 
Christ when we are more concerned about His reputation than our own.  It was “zeal for God’s house” that 
consumed Jesus (John 2:17).  The same will be true for us.  Why?  Because God’s name is our name too 
(Ephesians 3:15).   
 

‘Getting’ Inheritance 
 

This chapter is a bit longer than the others because there is so much material.  I hope you understand how 
central it is to your faith to identify as a brother/sister of Jesus!  I wish we had more space, but it is super 
important to understand the concept of inheritance.  We brushed past it at the beginning of this chapter, but 
let’s dig a bit deeper.  As co-heirs with Christ, we share the inheritance with Him.  This is what Romans 8:16-17 
says: “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are 
heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ—if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also 
share in his glory.”   
 
Go ahead and read that again slowly, I’ll wait….”heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ”.  This makes perfect 
sense.  It is mind blowing, but it makes sense.  If we are brothers and sisters with Christ, then we share the 
inheritance with Christ.  If you think about it, Jesus has always been the Son of God and prior to creating the 
world, He enjoyed the inheritance all to Himself.  So how does He feel about sharing it with the fallen and 
broken likes of us?   He died to make it happen, which ought to tell us something.  Why would He do it?  
Because we are family and that’s what family does.  Sharing the inheritance means several important things 
and these are all aspects of relating to Jesus like a Brother.  Let’s take a look at them one by one: 
 
First, we need to get past the typical way in which people think of “inheritance”.  We have been conditioned 
to think of it in financial terms, as the leftovers from previous generations.  As if our grandparents said, “Ok 
kids…we tried to spend it all on golf outings and RV’s but we died, so here is the rest.”  To many, this is an 
inheritance.  However, God’s intention is that an inheritance propels the next generation further than the 
previous one could go.  A parent’s job is to equip their children to surpass them.  Like steppingstones, our 
children begin where we left off and experience greater things in the Kingdom than we did.  Our 
breakthroughs become their launchpads.  Our Heavenly Father has an inheritance that far outweighs anything 
monetary!  It is literally priceless.  To begin, He gives us the honor of joining Him in His work. 
 
We are now working for the family.  The servant asks, “What does God want me to do?” The friend asks, 
“What can I do with Jesus?”  The brother or sister of Christ asks, “What can we do to bless Dad and build up 
this family together?”  Along with Jesus, we have a love for God the Father and we seek His interest in all we 
do.  In Luke 2:49 we get our only glimpse into Jesus as a pre-teen.  His parents took Him to Jerusalem for the 
feast and when they left town, they realized that Jesus was not with them.  After frantically searching 
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Jerusalem for their boy, they found Him in the temple quizzing the religious leaders.  Mary chastised Him for 
not sticking with the family and His response was classic: “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  
The KJV translates this verse, “Wist ye not that I had to be about My Father’s business?”  At the ripe age of 12, 
Jesus with peach fuzz for whiskers, claims that His real Father has a business and He needed to be about it.   
What is the Father’s business? In John 9:4 Jesus told us to do the works of the One who sent Him.  He said this 
shortly after healing a man born blind.  Jesus calls this the works of God.  Healing and miracles, righting 
wrongs, saving lives from destruction, undoing the devil’s dirty work, this is all part of the Father’s business.  
Jesus said, “I only do what I see the Father doing” (John 5:19).  He modeled what ministry is to look like for us.  
Jesus did not blaze any trails and neither should we.  He only did what the Father was doing and we are invited 
to do the same.  This is how siblings of Christ approach ministry: What is Father doing?  If He is working 
somewhere, then we want to be part of it.  This is what Jesus would’ve done. 
 
God’s footprints can be found in places you would not expect.  Psalm 77:19 says, “Your path led through the 
sea, Your way through the mighty waters, though Your footprints were not seen.”  The people of Israel and 
God had two different plans for their deliverance.  No doubt, the Israelites would have welcomed a short, non-
stop route from their bondage in Egypt to the Promised Land (Preferably in first class, with a hot meal and free 
drinks!).  However, God had other plans.  He knew a scenic route that took them directly through the swollen 
waters of the Red Sea.  Like bread crumbs on a trail, God left footprints in the waters.  It might not have been 
the easiest route, but it was the best one.  Like ancient Israel, we stare at a sea fraught with danger.  Heaven 
sees a level path already paved by the Father.  Sometimes, the most difficult assignments are exactly where 
God is working to bring deliverance.  If that is where Father is, then that is also where Jesus and His siblings 
are working! 
 
Another part of our inheritance is found in security and rest.  The child of God enjoys a level of security in 
relationship that others do not.  In His great Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talked about the fearful babbling of 
pagans who frantically tried to get the attention of their gods.  He contrasted that with the restful, confidence 
enjoyed by the children of God.  Jesus plainly told us, “Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask Him” (Matthew 6:8).  The world worries, God’s children do not.  In Luke 12:32 Jesus 
directly connects our relationship with Father to the absence of fear.  He says, “Do not be afraid little flock, for 
your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom!”  Many Christians talk about receiving the Kingdom 
someday, but this is not what Jesus taught.  The Kingdom is already yours.  Your Father gave it to you.  You 
may not know fully what it means, but one thing is certain, fear is not part of it.  You can rest with confidence 
that God has already given you all that you need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).  My friend, it is time for 
you to start living like you own the world, because you do (Psalm 115:16). 
 
A desire for understanding the deeper things of God’s Word is also part of what it means to be a sibling of 
Jesus.  What is the greatest thing you have ever found?  You may have struck the mother lode, but if you’re 
like me, the most I have ever found is eleven bucks (It was literally under a soda can in the street.  Now I kick 
every can I see.).  God does not play hide and seek with us, but He does love treasure hunts.  Part of our 
inheritance is the joy of searching for treasure in His Word.  Psalm 119:111 says, “Your statutes are my 
heritage forever, they are the joy of my heart.” God’s Word is a big part of our inheritance from God.  Some 
books are not worth the paper they’re printed on, God’s Word far exceeds it.  The book itself may not be that 
valuable, but the truths within it are solid gold.  
 
God could have given us all of earth’s goods, but He didn’t.  Instead, He gave us His word which contains clues 
to the greater treasures.  One of the television shows that I have enjoyed watching is “Gold Rush”.  These men 
spend their life savings digging through mounds of dirt to find a fleck of gold.  They spend an entire summer 
working and then hold up a little glass vial containing a few ounces of gold.  The fruit of their labors literally 
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fits in the palm of their hands.  I think I would break down and cry if I spend my life savings and six months of 
time for a test tube filled with gold flecks.  These men literally put their families and themselves in serious 
danger to pursue their treasure.  God’s Word works like that.  There is gold in those pages for anyone willing 
to mine it out.  Your Father has given you untold wealth between its covers.   
 
Lastly, the family of God takes on new meaning as Jesus’ siblings.  Our care for the poor is driven by a sense of 
family.  In His story of the sheep and the goats Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me” (Matthew 25:40).  While many would believe that Jesus has a 
heart for the hurting, most would not think that Jesus counts Himself among them.  They are His ‘brothers’.  
This makes them our brothers and sisters too.  The Apostle John said that love for our brothers is a defining 
trait of our faith (1 John 2:14).  James bluntly bursts out, “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
daily food.  If one of you says, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed’, but does nothing about his 
physical needs, WHAT GOOD IS IT?!” (James 2:16).  The prayer for daily bread implies that if I have more than I 
need for today, I can be the answer to someone else’s prayer for daily bread. One of the sweetest expressions 
of our relationship with Christ as our Big Brother is to love our siblings who struggle. 
 
This extends to our unity as Jesus’ siblings.  Psalm 133:1 says, “How good and pleasant it is when brothers 
dwell together in unity.”  In John 17:23 our Brother Jesus earnestly prayed for us to be “brought to complete 
unity.”  Paul linked our unity to our maturity as believers in Ephesians 4:13. As the younger siblings of Jesus we 
not only share His heart for the poor, but for one another as well!  Each time we work towards unity in the 
Body of Christ, we are acting like Jesus’ brother or sister.   
 
Can you think of a greater privilege than adoption into the family of God?  We are the recipients of a lavish, 
outlandish love that has called us children of God (1 John 3:1).  Paul declared that we have not received a 
“spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you have received the Spirit of sonship.  And by Him we cry, 
“Abba, Father”!  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Romans 8:15-16).   
 
“Children”!  Do you hear it?  In Christ, you are a child of God which makes you a sibling of Christ!  The family is 
yours.  The inheritance is yours.  The privileges are yours.  Your days of worrying about being good enough for 
Heaven are over.  Your adoption into the family is complete.  Your future is secure. 
 

It is appropriate to call Him ‘King’; 
It is right to call Him ‘Lord’; 

But if you want to melt His heart, 
Call Him ‘Dad’. 

 
 
As promised, here are some other scriptures that speak to the bond of brotherhood we share with Christ: 
(It’s a short list, there are probably more!) 
 
Deuteronomy 8:3-5 “God disciplined them as sons”.                          1 Peter 4:17 “God’s household” 
Proverbs 18:24 “One Who sticks closer than a brother.”                    Hebrews 12:5-6 “Disciplines us as sons” 
Matthew 28:10 “Go and tell My brothers”.                                           Hebrews 12:23 “church of the Firstborn”  
Mark 3:34 “Here are My mother and My brothers”.                            Ephesians 1:5 “adoption to sonship” 
John 20:17 “Go to My brothers and tell them…”.                                 Ephesians 3:5 “family in Heaven & Earth” 
Acts 17:28 “We are His offspring”. 
Romans 8:14 ”Led by the Spirit are sons of God”. 
Romans 8:23 “Our adoption as sons”. 
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Doing the good work and applying what it means to be the siblings of Jesus. 

 
Let’s dig deeper and make the best use of this lesson.  Please do not skip this part.  It will be used in your Life 
Group and you can use it to prompt discussion with your discipleship partner.  It would be helpful if you had a 
journal in which you could write your answers to the questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some questions for personal reflection and group study 
 
#1 Our culture likes to say that “we are all God’s children”.  Is this biblically true?  Support your answer. 
 
#2 In what ways is it different to relate to Jesus as a Brother, rather than as a Friend?  How are these two 
relationships different?  How is family a tighter bond? 
 
#3 The family metaphor is one of the most common metaphors used in the Bible when speaking about our 
relationship with God.  What does this tell us about God’s heart?  What does this tell us about what it 
means to be a “Christian”?  
 
#4 We looked at a number of scripture references in our study this week.  Which one is your favorite?  
Why? 
 
#5 Relating to Jesus as siblings impacts two main areas of our lives: the way we pray, and the way we care 
for the poor.  In your own words, please explain this.  Which of these two areas is harder for you to put into 
practice?  Why? 
 
#6 Proper prayer is not about the right technique.  It is all about relationship. The strength of our prayer life 
reveals our connection to the Father.  Do you agree with this or disagree?  Why? Or Why not? 
 
#7 John 1:12 speaks of “becoming children of God” as though it is a process.  Please explain this process of 
“becoming” in your own words. 
 
#8 We did not mention this in the chapter, but it’s good to think about: What are some possible barriers to 
becoming Jesus’ younger siblings and relating to Him in this way? 
 
#9 In John 14:8-9, the disciples asked Jesus to show them the Father.  In what ways does Jesus show us the 
Father and bring us closer to Him? 
 
#10 In this chapter we discussed some of what we have inherited through Christ our Brother.  Can you 
think of anything else that is part of our inheritance in Christ?  
 
#11 We brushed past it, and we will look at it more deeply in two weeks, but the issue of discipline comes 
up when talking about being God’s children.  He is a good Father, which means He loves us enough to 
discipline us for our own good. (see Hebrews 12:5-7).  What is God’s motive for disciplining us?  What is 
God’s goal in disciplining us?  Psalm 23 speaks of God’s ‘rod and staff’, which a shepherd used to keep the 
sheep in line.  How have you experienced God’s rod and staff in your own life?  Hebrews 5:8 says Jesus 
learned obedience through the things He suffered.  If Jesus had to learn obedience, how much more do we 
need to learn it?!   Being in God’s family implies certain times of discipline.  Does this bother you? Or bless 
you?  Why? 
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Husband and Bride, Reigning with Jesus 

 
“The creation of the world seems to have been especially for this end,  

that the eternal Son of God might obtain a spouse towards whom  
He might exercise the infinite benevolence of His nature.” ~Jonathan Edwards 

 
God loves weddings and the first wedding was nothing like anything we have ever seen.  One man, one 
woman and one happy God joined together in a garden named Eden.  It was not romantic.  There was no DJ 
playing love songs, there was no doting family and there was no champagne toast.  Literally, Adam woke up 
and saw her for the first time. About the only thing that couple had in common with modern love stories is 
that it was love at first sight.  Otherwise, their wedding was one of a kind.  Never before or since, had such 
intimate delight been experienced in the union between man, woman and God.  They walked together daily, 
in the cool of the day.  Can you imagine the laughter and the smiles?  This garden was paradise, not because 
mosquitos weren’t created yet (how else can you explain living naked in a garden without bug spray?).  It was 
paradise, not because it was easy, but because it was united.  God with people, people with the world, living in 
symbiotic relationship where all things were compatible and working as designed. 
 
In Genesis 1 we find what theologians call “The Cultural Mandate” which goes like this: God blessed them and 
said, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea, birds of the 
air and over every living creature that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28).  We often fly right past this verse 
on our way to the good stuff in the Bible, but let’s not do that.   
 
First, let’s glue the cultural mandate together with what is typically known as the greatest commandment and 
the great commission.  Granted, none of these terms were coined by God, however, these three concepts 
serve as a backbone to all of scripture.  In the church, we have focused on the greatest commandment and 
commission, and typically dismiss the cultural mandate.  This is a mistake, but not because the world suffers 
and environmental activists steal our job as God’s people.  It is a mistake, because in overlooking the cultural 
mandate, we miss the beauty of where God is ultimately bringing us.  Here’s what I mean: 
 
At a quick glance, “be fruitful and multiply” means what we have always thought it did…go make babies. 
However, this is only the first half of the sentence.  The latter half says, “fill the earth and subdue it”.  Being 
fruitful and filling the earth are not two separate concepts, they are two parts of the same concept.  This is 
why theologians call it the “cultural mandate” because it is a command to literally build culture.  To develop 
systems and roads and economies and build cities and farm land.  It’s a command to harness all of the 
potential found within the earth and use it for the glory of God and the betterment of people.  In a sense, God 
commands people to make the most of this world in which He has placed us.   
 
The word “subdue” implies that the world God created was untamed.  Humanity would literally have to 
wrestle the potential from it.  We typically picture the Garden of Eden as being like a nice park in a nudist 
colony with flowers, walking trails and swing sets.  This is not what Genesis implies.  There were bushes to 
trim, fields to cultivate, animals to name, precious metals to mine and wildness to organize.  In short, there 
was work to do!  But it wasn’t all work.  God built a rhythm into His world:  A tempo of six days to work, one 
day to rest…all seven days blessed by the Presence of God.  Worship and work were perfectly glued together 
by the love of husband and wife living under God’s hand of blessing. 
 
At the very center of all this building, mining, working, developing and organizing, was the family.  One man 
married to one woman for a lifetime, raising children, teaching them, imparting wisdom from one generation 
to the next.  And let’s not forget, God was there too.  No home is complete if God is not the center of it.   
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This is all important because after 66 books of wanderings, failings, triumphs and tribulations, the Bible ends 
the way it begins, in a garden (of sorts!).  The final two chapters of the Bible (Revelation 21 & 22), contain 
several call-backs to Genesis 1 & 2.  Check these out: 
 

A bride beautifully dressed for her husband (Rev. 21:2) 
The dwelling of God is with men (Rev. 21:3) 

The river (Rev. 22:1) 
The Tree of Life (Rev. 22:2) 

No longer will there be any curse (Rev. 22:3) 
They will reign forever and ever (Rev. 22:5) 

 
To top it all off, God will work in unison with a redeemed people.  Revelation 22:17 tells us the “Spirit and the 
bride” call all who are thirsty to “Come...take the free gift of the water of life!”  In other words, the brokenness 
caused by our sin in Genesis 3 will be healed.  God will be with man and woman in perfect union again.  
Together, we will reign over creation; together we will call the disenfranchised, the marginalized, and the 
broken to find healing; and together we will re-order the world as it should be.   Elisabeth Elliott, whose 
husband Jim, was martyred by people in Ecuador, said, “of all the mysteries of the Bible, perhaps none is 
greater than this- that the Sovereign God of the Universe should ordain my participation.” 
 
I repeat, God loves weddings.  He loves marriage.  This is not to leave you out if you are single.  Remember, 
Jesus was single, so there is a solid place for single people in the Kingdom.  But God wants intimacy and a 
forever covenant with people.  The husband and bride form the perfect metaphor.  The primary reason God 
gave us marriage is so that we could see this mystery more clearly.  The Apostle Paul told the Ephesians, “A 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.  This is a 
profound mystery-but I am talking about Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:31-32).  In this whole section, 
Paul calls the church ‘the bride’ and he calls Christ ‘the husband’.  He couldn’t be more clear, human marriage 
is meant to be a reflection of the first marriage between Christ and His church.  Learning to relate to Jesus in 
this way will take the rest of eternity, but let’s try to wrap our heads around it so we can begin to apply it now. 
 
It's not easy to find the perfect partner.  Just ask Jesus, He has waited forever to find His match.  Let’s review 
the metaphors quickly to appreciate the patience of Jesus: The One who challenged us to go the extra mile, 
has Himself gone many extra miles to help us understand His great love for us.  A love as great as His cannot 
be put into words, so He gave us pictures, built right into our everyday lives.   
 
We began as the Creator and His object, the Potter and clay.  Here, the lines are very clear.  The clay remains 
malleable under the firm but gentle hand of the Potter.  The clay is completely at the Potter’s mercy, it is 
formed, shaped, cut, molded into a useful vessel.  This is where we all begin in relationship with God.  We 
must first come to terms with this truth: He is God, we are not.  We have plenty of room for creativity, but we 
are not given the freedom to choose our own identity or how we define ourselves.  Your identity is meant to 
be discovered, not invented by you.  We begin to see how sin has affected our lives, but we have little 
conviction about it at this point.   
 
After embracing the Potter’s wheel, we move on to relate to God as Shepherd and sheep.  To be sheep is only 
a slight promotion over being clay, but it is distinct in one important way: the sheep have ears to hear the 
voice of the Shepherd.  The ability to hear our Shepherd is what draws us closer to Him.  Our Shepherd is so 
good!  It is in this phase of growth that we come to appreciate all of the ways that Jesus cares for us and we 
begin to discern the sound of His voice over the many other voices in our world.  At this phase we do not think 
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much of sin because we are experiencing the grace of God.  His goodness to us becomes the focus of our 
relationship with Him. 
 
The next analogy is Master and servant.  God’s leadership is acknowledged and we submit to it.  It is not 
enough to hear His voice, we also must obey it.  God does not speak for the heck of it.  His voice always 
accomplishes something.  The entire Universe exists in dynamic response to His word.  The only time that His 
voice does not always do something is when He speaks to us.  We can choose whether we will act on God’s 
voice, or ignore it.  Even Jesus learned obedience and service.  He took the form of a servant and humbled 
Himself becoming a man (Philippians 2).  As servants of the Master, we also must learn humility and 
obedience.  We become more aware of sin in our lives, but it is still attractive to us.  At this point, sin is “that 
fun thing I am not allowed to do anymore”.  We learn that obedience brings freedom, not bondage and we 
come to appreciate the Master’s will.   
 
Jesus changed the terms of our relationship in John 15:15 when He said, “I no longer call you servants…I have 
called you friends.”  This is where our relationship with Christ becomes mutual.  We have reached a level of 
comfort with one another.  We enjoy one another’s presence.  It is here we begin to work with Jesus and we 
begin to sense He is working with us too.  Our partnership is forming!  We begin to move away from sin and 
the struggle is real. We want to be with Jesus, but we are easily sucked back into sinful patterns.  Conviction 
takes on a more personal feel.  As His servant, I broke a rule.  But as His friend, I did something against my 
friend. 
 
Being friends with Jesus is awesome.  Friends can share a lot together, but friends do not share the family 
inheritance.  Jesus adopts us into the family making us co-heirs with Him.  We become “members of God’s 
own household” (Ephesians 2:19).  The family business is now ours.  We are working to advance the Kingdom 
not because we are under compulsion, but because it is our kingdom!  We share every advancement with 
Jesus and celebrate the wins together.  Sin becomes a nuisance, as though I am taken over by outside forces.  I 
sympathize with Paul in Romans 7, “wretched man that I am!  Why do I do what I do not want to do?!”  It is 
here that I learn sin is not a part of my nature, the old me is dead, I am a new creation  (2 Cor. 5:17).  I am now 
part of the family of God with a whole new DNA.  It is also here where I discover that sin is my choice.  Nobody 
“made me do it”.  Sin is not an impulse.  I choose it.  This means a deeper dying to self is necessary! 
 
And now we come to the greatest metaphor of them all.  This is what our hearts have longed for. Literally, 
every other longing is a mere echo of this primary desire.  This is what you were made for.  Jesus wants to 
marry you!  As we noted earlier, from start to finish, the Bible is clear on this point.  And now all of our dying 
to self and difficulty begins to make perfect sense.  The One who commanded us to be equally yoked, will not 
break His own command.  Jesus intends to share eternity with us as co-regents reigning on the throne of 
Heaven.  There is no way we can bring our own agendas into this.  Jesus laid down everything to win our 
hearts and He asks us to do the same for Him.  Then, we can begin to build together. God rules the Universe 
alone, but He does not run it alone.  God wants to share our every move, not dictate it.  This is why dying to 
self is so important.  As lovers of Christ, we move at the impulse of His heart, not His commands. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 3:9, Paul said that he and friend, Apollos were “God’s fellow workers”.  That’s an interesting 
choice of words, don’t you think?  God doesn’t need our help, so how can Paul claim to be God’s co-worker?  
This is not partnership.  Its ownership! Do you remember Luke 12:32?  “Your Father has been pleased to give 
you the kingdom.”  He gave it to us!  We share the checkbook, for better or worse; never to be separated.  
Paul understood this truth and it is why he could claim to be God’s co-worker.  As the bride of Christ we have 
discovered the joys of intimacy and co-ownership and we embrace the responsibilities that come with it. 
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Many modern women avoid reading Proverbs 31 because it seems like an impossibly high standard to imitate.  
It seems unfair that there is no Proverbs 32 describing the ideal husband.  Why do women get stuck with such 
a standard?  And ladies, we get it.  The woman described in Proverbs 31 is Wonder Woman.  There is no way 
that she can be real.  But what if the Proverbs 31 woman is not intended to be a picture of one amazing 
woman?  What if she is a picture of the bride of Christ? When seen this way, Proverbs 31 is inspirational!  The 
bride of Christ is the wife of “noble character”.  Her Husband Jesus, “has full confidence in her”.  She is diligent 
in her work, building up the family, expanding the business. She “brings good, not harm”.  She opens her heart 
to the poor and she brings justice to the city.  She is confident, secure, “clothed with strength and dignity”.  
The relationship she has with Christ is mutually respectful.  Her Husband is “respected at the city gate” and He 
praises her publicly.  If you want to get an idea for the way Jesus sees you, look at Proverbs 31.   
 
This metaphor is sprinkled all through the pages of scripture.  In Leviticus 20:20 God told Israel, “I have set you 
apart from the nations as My own.”  This kind of language is marital. Husband and bride make vows on their 
wedding day, promising to belong exclusively to one another forever.   
 
In Isaiah 54:5 God was explicit with Israel, “Your Husband is your Maker-the Lord of Hosts is His name.”  In 
Isaiah 62, God expands on this: “No longer will you be called ‘forsaken’...for the Lord will take delight in you 
and your land will be His bride.”  You can almost sense God’s breathlessness as He continues, “As a 
bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so your God will rejoice over you!” (Isiah 62:4-5).   
 
Speaking through the prophet Hosea, God told Israel, “I will betroth you to ME forever; I will betroth you in 
righteousness and justice; in love and compassion” (Hosea 2:19).  
 
In the New Testament, the image comes fully into focus.  We mentioned Ephesians 5 earlier, but before Paul 
wrote those words to the Ephesians he told the Corinthians, “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy.  For I 
promised you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:12).  Paul’s feelings 
about the Corinthians were an echo of John the Baptist’s.  When he was asked if he was the Messiah, John 
replied, “The bride belongs to the Bridegroom” (John 4:29).  He clearly saw himself as the friend of the Groom 
whose job was to get the bride ready for her Husband.   
 
Knowing Jesus in the same way that a husband and wife grow to know one another sounds like an awesome 
proposal until we realize the responsibilities that come with it.  Our sin is no longer simply bad things we do.  
Our sin is adultery.  In fact, the Book of Hosea is a graphic portrayal of Israel’s sin against God where Israel is a 
prostitute and God is the faithful husband.  Ezekiel 16 is the most graphic chapter of the whole Bible. It is hard 
to read because our unfaithfulness to God is painted in such a grotesque way.  In it, God marries us, but we 
repeatedly break the covenant with our sin.  Ezekiel portrays our thirst for sin as being worse than prostitution 
because we refuse payment, doing it for free (Ezekiel 16:31).  In verse 32, God’s broken heart becomes 
palpable as He gasps, “You prefer strangers to your own Husband!”  The prophet Jeremiah piles onto the 
graphic imagery and portrays our thirst for sin as a wild donkey in heat who can’t help herself (Jeremiah 2:24). 
 
Have you noticed how our perspective on sin progresses as we move deeper into relationship with Christ?  In 
the beginning, we hardly give sin a second thought.  Then, we become aware of the badness of sin.  Eventually 
we grieve sin because it soils our friendship with Christ.  By the time we marry Jesus, sin becomes a threat to 
our home and we fight to keep it away at all costs.  
 
Our perspective on church unity also changes when we relate to Christ as His bride.  Jesus is not a polygamist.  
He has ONE bride.  As much as our journey into intimacy is an individual quest, it is also corporate.  We do not 
travel alone.  An appreciation for the whole Bride of Christ, a commitment to her unity and maturity is one of 
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the truest marks of someone who identifies as the bride.  Perhaps this is also why dying to self is so critical.  
After all, “Christianity” is not only about me, it’s about US becoming what Jesus died for us to be. 
Isn’t it amazing?!  We belong to Him and He belongs to us.  Yes, there are responsibilities, but the joy?!  
Nothing beats it!  There is nothing that compares to sharing life with Jesus in this way.  He is all-powerful, all 
knowing, all present and all yours!  He has died for us and we have died to ourselves, and the union we enjoy 
is unequaled.  The process of dying to self is like sugar dissolving in water.  At first, the crystals are clearly 
seen.  The more it is stirred, the more the sugar dissolves until finally, the sugar is no longer visible.  The two 
have become one.  This is what the Bible means when it describes our relationship as being “in Christ”.  We 
are dissolved in Him.   
 
Obedience takes on an entirely different meaning in marriage.  In John 14:23 Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, 
he will obey My teaching.”  The wording sounds like Jesus is putting a condition on our love for Him: “If you 
love Me, then you will…”. But think about it, obedience is present in every relationship and in marriage it takes 
on even greater meaning.  
 
Let’s illustrate it this way: if my wife asks me to take out the garbage, and I do it, I have technically obeyed her. 
She asked, and I obeyed.  But it doesn’t feel like obedience because we’re married and married people ask one 
another to do things all the time.  If I do not follow through on what she asked, I have technically disobeyed, 
but it feels like something much worse. I dishonored my wife.  So, obedience is very much a part of love and 
the more you love, the less it feels like obedience. Conversely, the more you love the more disobedience 
hurts. 
 
Could there be a greater honor for people as small as us to capture the heart of Someone as great as Him?  
The bride aches for Jesus.  This is the primal cry of every human heart.  But lovers of Jesus, true lovers of Jesus 
refuse to satisfy that ache with anything less than Jesus.  They leave it empty, knowing the day will come.  
Consummation will come.  Then tears will be no more.  But until then, our refusal to satisfy the ache with 
anything else is how we show our love for Jesus.  We wait for Him.  Waiting is spending what does not last, to 
find something that will.  It does our aching hearts good to know that Jesus has been waiting for us since 
before the beginning (Ephesians 1:4).  And so, we wait… together, He for us and us for Him.  Maranatha!! 
 
In a way, our experience here on earth is like pre-marriage counseling.  Jesus has committed Himself to us and 
we are committed to Him.  We have a lot to learn about sharing forever with Someone as great as Jesus!  I 
recently sat beside a woman who is dying.  I have had opportunity to do this several times and I always feel 
that it is super sacred.  Dying people tend to be real.  Their time is short, they do not waste it on lies.  This 
woman admitted that she didn’t “get” Heaven.  She explained that it sounds unrealistic.  In her words, “It’s 
just a lot of people wandering aimlessly around forever”.  She confessed that she got the idea from movies. 
 
I asked her for permission to share what the Bible says about Heaven.  Thankfully, she agreed and we spent 
the next hour dreaming together!  At times she had tears in her eyes and other times her eyes sparkled.  
Heaven is more than a place. It is a Person.  Spending forever surrounded by gold is a boring idea.  But 
spending forever with Someone I love more than life itself?  Spending forever with Someone who is infinitely 
fascinating and always new?  Spending forever reigning over life with Jesus?  The more we talked, the more 
her heart became captivated by Christ and the more she anticipated Heaven. 
 
Could there be anything better than this?! 
 

“From eternity, Christ and I were ordained for each other;  
inseparably we belong to each other.” ~Andrew Murray 
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Doing the good work and applying what it means to be the bride of Jesus. 

 
Let’s dig deeper and make the best use of this lesson.  Please do not skip this part.  It will be used in your Life 
Group and you can use it to prompt discussion with your discipleship partner.  It would be helpful if you had a 
journal in which you could write your answers to the questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some questions for personal reflection and group study 
 
#1 Is it difficult or easy for you to see yourself as the bride of Christ?  Why or why not? 
 
#2 READ 2 Thessalonians 1:11. Paul’s prayer was that God would “fulfill every good purpose of yours.” We 
are taught that prayer is about finding God’s will.  But here, Paul prays that God does your will.  How is this 
best understood within the context of a marriage relationship with Jesus? 
 
#3 In this chapter, we outlined how our perspective on sin changes as we grow close with Jesus.  Explain 
this process in your own words. 
 
#4 In Revelation 20:6 we are told that we will reign with Christ.  What do you think this will be like?  Given 
this truth, why is it so important to die to ourselves?  Can someone who has not died to their self really 
reign with Christ?  Why or why not? 
 
#5 Psalm 45:10 is written to a bride about to marry the king.  She is told to “forget her father’s house” 
because the King is enthralled by her beauty.  The Christian life is truly a “rags to riches” type of story.  We 
are the street waif who has caught the eye of the King and He wants to marry us!  Given all that your future 
holds, is it easy or hard for you to let go of earthly things/ways?  Why? 
 
#6 In this chapter, we mentioned a few things that characterize how we relate to Jesus as a bride to her 
Husband.  Please summarize them, and then think of other examples.   
 
#7 Do you believe it is possible for someone to relate to Jesus in this way while still on this side of Heaven?  
Why?  Why not? 
 
#8 Revelation 19:7-8 tells us that the bride “readies herself” for the big day when Jesus returns and we are 
wedded to Him forever.  What are some things that we can do to ready ourselves for this?  What kinds of 
things can we do to ready the rest of the church for this big day? 
 
#9 One of the distinguishing marks of the bride is that she thinks and serves as part of the collective Church 
and not as an individual Christian.  In John 4, John the Baptist claimed that he was getting the bride ready. 
What are some practical things you can do to help get the bride ready?  Is it possible for you to change your 
thinking about the service you do in the church?  Like, what if your service as a Life Group leader, teacher 
or greeter could be seen as getting the bride ready, how would it change what you do? 
 
#10 READ Proverbs 31:10-31.  Could this be a description of the bride of Christ?  Why or why not? 
 
#11 If Proverbs 31 is a description of Jesus’ bride, how does it change the way you see yourself?  How does 
it change the way you see your own spiritual growth? 
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Seeing the Purpose in our Pain, part 3 

 
“The only victory that is worth anything is the conquest of self.” ~Roy Hession 

 
One of the kindest things God will ever do for you is discipline you.  Its true!  Jeremiah mentioned Moab in one 
of his sermons and noted that “Moab has been at rest since her youth, like wine left on its dregs, not poured 
from one jar to another.  So, she tastes as she did and her aroma is unchanged” (Jeremiah 48:11).  This was not 
good for Moab.  She was fat, comfortable, and worse, she was reprobate.  She was idol worshipping, baby 
killing, poor abusing, and had a long rap sheet of human rights violations and injustice.  To put it in Jeremiah’s 
words, “her stink was unchanged”.   Moab was left on her dregs, never stirred up.  The end result was her 
total destruction.  The lesson?  If you want to grow, if you want to thrive, welcome the discipline of the Lord.   
 
Solomon advised his son to “not reject the discipline of the Lord and do not loathe His correction” (Proverbs 
3:11).  Sadly, we see discipline as a negative thing.  We think of it as punishment.  But this is not the heart of 
discipline.  Discipline is not about punishment. It is about training and preparation, shaping one’s character. 
 
In Deuteronomy 8:5 Moses was speaking for God when he told Israel, “Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.”  What’s interesting is that this comes on the heels of 
Moses reminding them about how God has provided for them in the desert.  God fed them every day, kept 
their clothes fresh, and even kept their shoes from wearing out.  And this was part of His discipline.  Why?  
Verse 3 says this taught them that “man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the Lord.”  Discipline is first and foremost about teaching.  God is our Father and God is an excellent 
Teacher.   
 
The word “discipline” comes from two Latin words, “dek” meaning “apart” and “capere” meaning “to take”.  
The idea is that in discipline a concept is broken down, taken apart piece by piece so that it can be learned and 
applied.  Discipline is never about adding head knowledge.  God loves us too much to give us fat heads.  He 
wants to shape our hearts, minds, character, and behavior, so that we look, talk and act like Jesus.   
 
Thankfully, there are no more transitions between the bride and ever after.  We will be in glory.  We will “see 
Him as He is” (1 John 3:2) and it will take our breath away!  However, between brother and bride we all must 
face this trial of discipline.  I saved it for last because it is so important to our spiritual growth. 
 
As the siblings of Christ, sin starts to feel a bit like an old pair of jeans that don’t fit any more.  I had a pair like 
this that I wore on our honeymoon.  Oh baby!  I felt like a million bucks in those jeans!  Shortly after getting 
married, I gained a little weight (Karis’ good cooking!) and those jeans did not fit.  I hung onto those jeans for 
about 20 years hoping to get back into them.  Eventually, I donated them to Good Will.  Sin begins to feel like 
this.  It just doesn’t fit us anymore.  We don’t like the way we feel when we sin and we don’t like the wedge it 
causes in our relationship with Christ.  Bill Johnson says, “We have not lost our ability to sin, we’ve just lost our 
ability to enjoy it!”  This is when sin loses its appeal and we begin to find freedom from it.   
 

I love Thee Lord Jesus, I know Thou art mine; 
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign. 

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art Thou; 
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus I love Thee now. 

 
God’s discipline is a necessary part of making this happen.  Eliphaz may not have been the kindest comforter 
for his friend Job, but he nailed it when he said, “Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the 
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discipline of the Lord” (Job 5:17).  It is a blessing to be corrected and disciplined by God.  Psalm 6 is the prayer 
of a man being heavily disciplined.  It’s not surprising that it was written by David, who knew some of the 
greatest highs with God as well the deepest lows.  In the psalm, he begs God to go easy on him and by the end 
of the psalm, in classic David style, he praises God and he separates himself from evil.  In other words, the 
discipline worked, it got David to put distance between himself and sin.   
 
We often quote Psalm 23 when going through a sad time.  At all the funerals I have ever done, this is the 
Psalm most often requested.  Tucked away in the middle of the Psalm is a reference to God’s discipline.  Verse 
4 ends with the words, “Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”  According to Phillip Keller in his book “A 
shepherd looks at the 23rd Psalm”, the rod was a tree sapling with the root ball still attached to it.  When 
thrown, the root ball served as a weight to make it hurl towards its intended object (a straying sheep!).  The 
staff is what we typically think of, a long pole with a hook on the end.  This hook was used for lifting sheep out 
of briars and pits and any other tight spots in which they got their stupid selves stuck.  The rod and staff were 
important tools used by the shepherd to discipline the sheep.  If a sheep strayed, it would soon feel the whack 
of that rod hitting its rump and pushing it back into line.  If a sheep strayed and got stuck, the staff was used to 
pick it up and put it back into line.  As the psalm says, “they comfort me”.  It is good to know that God loves us 
enough to keep us in line. 
 
Have you ever felt the rod of the Lord knocking you back into line?  Have you ever felt the loving staff of the 
Lord lifting you out of a troubling spot caused by your own bad choices?  Both the rod and the staff are used 
by our Shepherd with love. 
 
Is there a way to avoid the discipline of God?  Nope.  If you are His child, He loves you and He disciplines you 
because He loves you.  In Revelation 3:19 Jesus had harsh words for the Church of Laodicea and He 
encouraged them with this, “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.  So be earnest and repent.”  The Greek 
word translated “earnest” is onomatopoetic, which means that it sounds like what it means and it creates a 
vivid picture in the mind. The Greek word when pronounced, sounds like boiling water, so each time it is used, 
it’s a picture of what it is.  You know that bubbling, gurgling, roiling sound that water makes when it boils?  
That’s what it means to be earnest! We are supposed to embrace discipline that way, like boiling water, we 
burn with zeal for the character of Jesus to be worked in us.   
 
Hebrews 12 is the most extensive portion of scripture that talks about God’s discipline.  It would be helpful if 
you read Hebrews 12:1-13 before reading this next paragraph.  Go ahead, I’ll wait…. 
 
It begins with a well-known challenge to fix our eyes on Jesus and run with every ounce of energy to finish the 
race marked out for us by God.  The suffering and victory of Jesus is what inspires us to push through the pain 
and difficulty of our race.  In case, this is not enough, verse 5 encourages us to consider our painful difficulties 
as the discipline of God.  In verse 7 he tells us to “endure hardship as discipline”.  Is all hardship discipline?  No, 
but it could be approached that way.  He tells us to endure it AS though it were discipline.  Embrace it, learn 
from it, grow in it, be changed by it.  God is asking us to see hardships in a different way.  They are not 
punishment and they are certainly not bad luck.  Hardships come from the loving hand of God to discipline us 
because He loves us too much to leave us to ourselves.  The goal of all this is found in verse 10 “that we might 
share in His holiness”.   
 
The discipline of God in our lives is intended to prepare us to share in His holiness which is the only way for us 
to share the throne with Him.  As we read previously, Jesus’ goal is to have a bride with whom He can be 
equally yoked forever.  Verse 11 makes it plain: “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later 
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”  This is a 
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weak illustration, but I’m trying to lose 20 pounds right now.  For someone like me, who loves to eat, this is a 
difficult task!  I’ve recruited some friends to lose weight with me, but they’re as unmotivated as I am.  On the 
very first day of our diet, one of us went to Dunkin’!  He literally broke the diet before lunch!  Until we 
embrace the discipline, we will stay the same.  The only way we will see any results in our diets, is when we 
fully accept the discipline.  Losing weight is uncomfortable, hard, and no fun.  Eating donuts is a lot more fun! 
But the reward of discipline is far greater than the immediate pleasure of eating a donut. 
 
Few of us have the chutzpah to willingly put ourselves under discipline.  Therefore, God does it for us.  It may 
sound strange to say this but I have never felt more loved by God than when in those seasons of discipline. 
God loves me enough to discipline me.   
 
It is important to understand that not all of God’s discipline is in response to something wrong that we have 
done.  Yes, sometimes He steps in with that rod and staff and whacks us a good one.  But other times, His 
discipline is just part of our training.  When our children were little, they hated to brush their teeth.  I 
remember one night, the “battle” was intense and our son, standing at the bathroom sink with bubble gum 
toothpaste everywhere cried out, “Why?  What did I do wrong?!”  I explained as best I could that he didn’t do 
anything wrong.  I was just trying to teach him good dental habits.  As an adult, brushing his teeth is just a 
normal part of his daily routine now, it’s not a discipline, but it took discipline for him to get here.   
 
I feel this strong but gentle hand of God on me each time I need to apologize to someone.  I wrestle and argue 
with God, yet He persists.  I find excuses for why it’s not necessary, He continues to persist.  I squirm and I 
avoid the person, yet God continues to persist.  He does not ease up the pressure until I humble myself and 
apologize. Have you ever wrestled like this? (Please tell me I’m not the only one who has stood at God’s sink 
with “toothpaste” everywhere complaining!).   
 
God is a great Father.  As a great Father, He disciplines His children.  When we do wrong, He allows us to feel 
the sting of the consequences.  Other times, He is not responding to our poor behavior, but He takes us 
through difficulty to shape us.  It can be easy to compare yourself to a non-Christian friend.  You may have 
wondered why they seem to ride “Easy Street” all the time and you struggle.  The short answer is that God 
disciplines His own kids, He does not discipline the Devil’s kids.  While this answer does not remove the pain of 
it all, it can make sense of the pain making it more bearable.  Bob Sorge says, “God loves you too much to 
leave you to yourself.”   
 
Bob Sorge says that there are three reasons for God’s discipline: Promotion, Purification, and Qualification.  
You might wonder why punishment is not listed?  Because punishment is about retribution, not about a 
person’s development.  God is always interested in your development.  So that is why promotion is the first 
reason for discipline.  He never disciplines to beat us up over something.  His goal is always to develop our 
character and conform us to the perfect image of Christ.  Second, God also disciplines to purify us.  There is a 
“refining fire” at work in our lives to remove sin from us and to make us holy.  The third reason for discipline is 
not one that we think of often, but it is the most wonderful.  God disciplines us to qualify us for something 
greater.  Here’s what this means:  all three of our children are nurses.  They had to endure discipline and 
rigorous training to pass the NCLEX exam to become qualified as nurses.  I am their father, I helped pay for 
their education, I’m a big reason why they became nurses, but none of that qualifies me to do their jobs 
because I have not undertaken the same discipline.   
 
This is what Hebrews 2:10 means when it says that “It was fitting that God, for Whom and through Whom 
everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what He suffered.”  This verse is 
troubling to many because on the surface it looks like Jesus was not perfect until He suffered and suffering is 



 52 
what made Him perfect.  However, the word translated “perfect” also means “qualified”.  Many people get 
hung up on Jesus’ claim to be our only way to Heaven, but they forget about all that Christ endured to pay our 
way.  What qualifies Jesus to make the claim to be our only Savior?  Literally everything He went through.  If 
you can find someone else who is also God, but who has done more than Jesus did to save humanity, then I 
guess you should follow that person.  But until then, Jesus is the most qualified person to save us.  No other 
savior comes close.  Jesus went to the nth degree and His qualifications far outshine anyone else’s.   
 
All of this is to say that sometimes, the reason why our Father disciplines us is to qualify us for another post in 
the Kingdom.  2 Corinthians 1:4 says God “comforts us in all our troubles so we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we receive from God.”  What gave credibility to Charles Colson to launch Prison 
Fellowship, which has brought the gospel to prisons all over the world?  Mr. Colson was a convicted felon who 
spent time in prison.  What gives credibility to an AA sponsor counseling someone trying to break the cycle of 
addiction?  They were once caught in the same cycle.  Job called his friends “miserable comforters” (Job 16:2).  
Why? They did not know his excruciating loss, so their advice was hurtful and empty.  
 
How does God bring the best news to the world?  He uses a group of people who have been broken and put 
back together again.  Those who know the love and forgiveness of God are best equipped to share it.  So, God 
disciplines you from time to time, to qualify you for deeper ministry in the lives of others. 
 
When we grow to embrace the discipline of the Lord in our lives, we become prepared for a deeper 
relationship with Jesus as His bride.   
 

“Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it onto completion  
until the day of Christ Jesus.” ~Philippians 1:6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Let’s stop and talk about this. 
 
#1 Talk about a time when you felt God was disciplining you.  What did you learn from it?   
 
#2 READ Hebrews 12:1-13.  What stands out the most to you?  Verse 5 says that we have forgotten the 
benefits of God’s discipline.  Do you agree/disagree with this? Do we forget God’s discipline? 
 
#3 Why do we have a hard time with the idea that God disciplines us? 
 
#4 Compare and contrast the differences between disciplined people and undisciplined people.   
 
#5 READ Hebrews 5:11-14. What was the problem with these Christians?  What is the difference between 
a mature believer and an immature believer according to this passage?  (note: verse 14 says the mature 
have been “trained”, aka “disciplined” to know good from evil) 
 
#6 Of the three reasons Bob Sorge gives for why God disciplines us, which is the hardest for you to 
embrace?  Why? 
 
#7 Discipline is something that a child of God experiences.  From our study so far, would you say that we 
experience discipline in the other stages of our growth?  How so? 
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Epilogue (Ever After) 

 
“My Lover spoke to me, “Arise darling, my beautiful one, and come with Me.” 

~The Song of all songs 2:10 
 

You move God.  Isn’t that amazing?!  Literally, Heaven stops when you pray, God acts when you ask, He sings 
when He sees you and collects your tears when you cry, He counts the hairs on your head and mends your 
broken heart.  God is moved by you.  Heck, I can’t even get my cat to move when I ask, but I move God?!  
That’s crazy, right?!   God has been dreaming about you since before time began and He has literally moved 
Heaven and Earth to share forever with you. This makes you significant. 
 
Take a quick look at Psalm 18.  God angrily shakes the earth, rocking its foundations to the core.  Smoke blows 
out of His nostrils, and consuming fire blows out of His mouth.  He mounts cherubim, rides the clouds, splits 
the oceans and He cracks Heaven open to come down to earth.  And why?  Why does God do all of this?  To 
rescue David from his enemies.  And why would God do that?  Verse 19 says God moved “because He 
delighted in me”.  God delighted in David, so He shook the earth to save him.  David knew God would move.  
Why?  Because he knew, “God is for me” (Psalm 56:9).  David knew deep in his soul, that God would deliver 
him.  You see, David was a God-smitten man, and a man who is conquered by God cannot be conquered by 
anything else.  
 
I hope that after going through this study you are convinced more than ever that God delights in you.  I pray 
that God’s vision for your life has conquered your heart, smitten your soul.  It is normal for a person to feel like 
they have just begun walking with God.  We live with an eternal perspective so we will never feel like we have 
gone far from the starting block.  After walking with God for 120 years, and all of the miracles that Moses saw, 
he said at the end of his life, “Lord, You have only begun to do Your works” (Deuteronomy 3:24).  Moses knew 
there was much more and he wanted it.  God is inexhaustible, we will spend forever getting to know Him and 
it will always feel like we’re just getting started!   
 
As we bring this time to a close, I need to offer a word of caution.  Please don’t turn this into a system of 
spiritual growth where you label yourself and others and create some sort of hierarchy of maturity.  When we 
began, we said that these are not steps but they are sequential.  And you will find yourself repeating them 
throughout your journey with Jesus.  Think of your spiritual growth as being like a cork screw.  At each level 
we address similar issues, but in deeper way.  Sometimes you will find yourself relating to Jesus as a servant, 
and other times as a friend, and you will cycle through these stages numerous times.  When maturing in Christ 
we always want to ask about our next step.  I pray that this helps us to see those next steps. 
 
Someday, everything will be taken away from us and Jesus will be all we have.  Our lives will pass through the 
testing fire.  All that is wood, hay and stubble will be burned (1 Corinthians 3:13).  Our things, our accolades, 
our accomplishments, will incinerate.  Stripped clean of all that this world holds dear, we will be clothed in 
Christ alone (Romans 13:14).  Should we be afraid of that day?  Not at all!  It is the culmination of all that we 
have fought for as Christ followers.  May we eagerly anticipate the moment when we have nothing left but 
Jesus.  Life will be much simpler then.  It will be cleaner, lighter.  Clothed in Christ alone, with eyes fixed on 
Christ alone, we will run with Christ alone!  
 
 

“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord.  
And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like Him  

as we are changed into his glorious image.” ~2 Corinthians 3:18 
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Killing Me Recommended Reading 
 

Calvary Road.  Roy Hession 
Broken Things: Why we suffer.  M.R. DeHaan, M.D. 

Knowing the Face of God. Tim Stafford. 
Tale of Three Kings. Gene Edwards 
Divine Conspiracy.  Dallas Willard 

Renovation of the Heart: Putting on the Character of Christ.  Dallas Willard 
Spirit of the Disciplines.  Dallas Willard 

The Kingdom Within.  John Sanford 
The Chastening of the Lord.  Bob Sorge 

Abide with Christ.  Andrew Murray 
From Eden to the New Jerusalem.  Alexander T. Desmond 

 
 

The six stages of growth and their transitions.  A quick reference guide. 
 

Potter and Clay 
Transition: The Trial of Dissatisfaction 

Shepherd and Sheep 
Transition: The Trial of Opposition 

Master and Servant 
Transition: The Trial of Unanswered Prayer 

Friends! 
Transition: The Trial of Distance 

Family! 
Transition: The Trial of Discipline 

Husband and Bride 
 

Forever and ever, Amen! 


