
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
August 23, 2020 

 

 
Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends! Below is the Service for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost. For 
everyone's safety, please follow these instructions:  
 

 We ask that attendees walk around the west side of the building (the nursery school side) to enter our 
outdoor worship area. This will allow for easy entry and exit along with plenty of parking.  

 There will be a table near the garden that you will need to stop at. There will be hand sanitizer for all 
attendees to use and an usher will collect your contact information. A box will be available on this table for 
the offertory collection (we will not be passing a basket during the service).  

  Please bring your own chair or blanket. Church chairs will not be available.  

 Families must social distance on the lawn by 6 feet and areas will be marked by spray paint on the lawn.  

 Masks are required and we will have some masks for those that may have forgotten to bring one.  

 We will not pass the peace and ask that attendees refrain from physical contact (hugging, handshakes, 
touching).  

 There will be no singing, the church service music will be instrumental or pre-recorded.  

 The playground will be closed  

 There will be no coffee hour. The Zoom Coffee Hour will take place on the Sundays when there is no outside 
worship service.  

 Bathroom use is discouraged. The bathroom by the sacristy will be available for emergencies only. The 
remainder of the church building will be closed.  

 No prayer books or hymnals will be available.  

 The Bulletin will be available electronically and we encourage you to download it for use during the service. 
Some paper copies will be available, but you will have to take the bulletin home to dispose of it.  

 In the event of poor weather, the service will be cancelled. We will notify you via email and also put the 
cancellation on our Facebook Page and Facebook Group. You may also contact Claire Wachter 717-448-
0506 to find out if the service is cancelled.  

 
 
 
Opening Hymn: "Come Thou Fount of Ev'ry Blessing"   
 

 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your 
power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
The First Reading                                                             Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are 
more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the 
event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over 
them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more 
they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The 
Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar 
and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you 
act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall 
live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 



So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 
live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are 
vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people 
multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh 
commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every 
girl live.” 
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and 
when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a 
papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds 
on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the 
basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and 
she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter 
said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and 
nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, 
she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I 
drew him out of the water.” 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 

 
The Response       Psalm 124 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * let Israel now say; 
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * in their fierce anger toward us; 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * have gone right over us. 
6 Blessed be the Lord! * he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
The Epistle                                                              Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one 
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the 
giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Hail to the Lord's Anointed"   
                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 16: 13-20 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 



The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Message                                                                                      Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  

Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God saying, “Make 
your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us to share the good news of 
salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and  Shawn.  Make 
your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path. 

 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the gift of knowing 
what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. We pray for Donald, Thomas, 
Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path. 

 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants yielding seed and 
the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.  Make your 
word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ in all people and 
act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to physicians and 
nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their aides, to police and first 
responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for _____ (share your own intentions).  Make 
your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God. Christ Jesus, give 
rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my 
path.  

 
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own thanksgivings).  Make 
your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well 
as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.                            
  
Communion: "Amazing Grace"  

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 



Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we 
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we 
may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing 
ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 
loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with a truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
my Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to 
come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
Irish Blessing 

May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. May the blessed sunshine shine on you and warm 
your heart till it glows like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and 
warm himself at it, and also a friend. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Closing Hymn: "Come Thou Almighty King"     

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer 
request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org 
Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Kate, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, Bishop 
Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 
Donald, Kevin, Don, Karen, Rich, Brian, Kenneth, Ava,  Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 
Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; 
Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family, and all the healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their 
families.  

"Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you." - 1 Peter 5:7 

 


