
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 
August 30th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  Father Shawn has recorded the Service and Kate has added the music.  To listen to 
the music, watch the video of the service. If you would just like to listen to the Message, click on the 
Message and the link will take you to YouTube.  
 
In today's Gospel (Matthew 16:21-28) Jesus reveals the purpose of His earthly ministry.  For 
instance, God's divine plan for the salvation of all humankind, the good news that the Christ had 
come to suffer, die and be raised again for the forgiveness of our sins and the sins of the whole 
world.  Jesus knew that He had come to take up His cross and follow the will of His Heavenly 
Father.   Just as Jesus did for us, Jesus calls us to take up our cross and follow Him.  What does 
"take up your cross mean"?   Our cross is something that Jesus places before us to willingly 
endure because we are His followers, because we are believers, and because we are His 
disciples.   Examples of this may be caring for the lonely and forgotten, volunteering and reaching 
out to a neighbor in need, loving the unlovable, inviting someone that has a different opinion that 
you to dinner, etc.  How willingly we take up our cross demonstrates how we are living out our faith 
and our response to what Jesus has done for us.   
 
Father God, thank you for your Son Jesus that he willingly suffered for us and that he "took up the 
cross" for us.  May we continue to be your hands and feet in our community and in the world that 
we see what you want us to see and hear what you want us to hear.  We pray for the health and 
safety for all the teachers, students, staff and administrators going back to school and for all the 
parents, grandparents, and caregivers helping the students and families.  Provide each one with your 
steadfast love, patience, kindness, and strength.  It is in your loving name we say, Amen.   
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
Service Video  
 
Opening Hymn: "Take up your cross"   
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of 
your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit 
of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                             Exodus 3:1-15 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to 

https://youtu.be/uK9o73EINGw


him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 
Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned 
up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your 
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: 
when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has 
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, 
“I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to 
you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This 
is my name forever,  and this my title for all generations. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                                    Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * and speak of all his marvelous works. 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * continually seek his face. 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * O children of Jacob his chosen. 
23 Israel came into Egypt, * and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 
24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * he made them stronger than their 
enemies; 
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * and dealt unjustly with his servants. 
26 He sent Moses his servant, * and Aaron whom he had chosen. 
45 Hallelujah! 
 
The Epistle                                                            Romans 12:9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 



what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they 
are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Christ is made the sure foundation"   
                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 16: 21-28 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block 
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                      Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  
Prayers of the People 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPB_Wkxpa10&feature=emb_logo
https://youtu.be/-V66S-qL4UA


As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God 
saying, “Make your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us 
to share the good news of salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for 
Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon 
my path. 
 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the 
gift of knowing what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. 
We pray for Donald, Thomas, Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light 
upon my path. 
 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants 
yielding seed and the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ 
in all people and act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 
light upon my path.  
 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to 
physicians and nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their 
aides, to police and first responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for 
_____ (share your own intentions).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God. Christ Jesus, give rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word 
a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own 
thanksgivings).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my 
path.                            
Communion: "Here I am, Lord"   

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 



have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we 
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 
the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
Irish Blessing 
May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. May the blessed sunshine shine 
on you and warm your heart till it glows like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and 
warm himself at it, and also a friend. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn: "All creatures of our God and king"     
 

 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Kate, Carlota, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, 
Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Donald, Kevin, Don, Karen, Rich, Brian, Kenneth, Ava,  Mary 



Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue 
and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and 
Mary; Chad and his family, and all the healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their 
families. 

 
 

"I can grasp how wide, long, high and deep Christ's love is." 
-Ephesians 3:18 

 


