
Third Sunday of Easter, April 26th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Third Sunday of 
Easter.  To listen to the music, click on the Hymns and you will hear Kate's lovely voice.  To listen 
to the message, click on Father Shawn's Message and you will be taken to YouTube where you can 
watch the Message.   
 
The Gospel this week is Luke 24:13-35, also know as the Road to Emmaus.  The disciples just 
witnessed Jesus being crucified on the cross a few days ago.  They lost faith and were sad and upset. 
Have you ever felt this way? Have you ever looked for God and just didn't feel his presence?  We are 
not alone in these feelings.  But we have HOPE and a book called the Bible to read where we can 
study God's word and hear his voice.  This week, let us walk by faith.  And even if the earthly world 
may have things happening contrary to what we think should be happening at this time, let us 
continue to dive deeper into God's Word, seek his truths and allow them to settle deep into our 
hearts.  May God's peace surround you this week.    
 
Blessings! 
 

 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                                                              Hymnal 460 
 

 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
  

 
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 
The First Reading                                                             Acts 2:14a,36-41 
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of 
Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/3769b001-e4ef-4e45-997f-4e9cbd5e0c60/Alleluia_Sing_to_Jesus_.mp3


saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 

 
The Response                                                             Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2 The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 
10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
is the death of his servants. 
14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people, 
17 In the courts of the Lord'S house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 
 

 
The Epistle                                                                       1 Peter 1:17-23 
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the 
foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you 
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are set on God. 
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 
mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable 
but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 



The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 

 
At The Lamb's High Feast We Sing                          Hymnal 174                                                
 

 
The Gospel                                                                              Luke 24:13-35 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While 
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while 
you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But 
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said 
to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got 
up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 
They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
Kids Gospel Video  
 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/94fbf6b8-9597-4a3e-ac06-58c0f9277823/At_the_Lamb_s_High_Feast_We_Sing.01.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rdlQ99Cb-g


 
The Message                                                                        Fr. Shawn Clerkin 
  

 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 

 
Easter Prayers Year A 
Walking with the disciples on the road to Emmaus, let us pray to God, saying, “We will rejoice and 
be glad.” 
  
Almighty God, grant to the leaders of your church the will and discernment to show forth in their 
lives what they profess by their faith.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy and Shawn.  Bless 
our God, you peoples, 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Righteous God, Jesus Christ said, “Peace be with you”; grant the leaders of this and other 
nations the spirit of wisdom and revelation to follow where Christ leads.  We pray for Barack, 
Thomas, and Joseph.  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Creator God, you refresh the land when it is weary; you are the father of orphans and defender of 
widows; you give the solitary a home and bring prisoners into freedom, open the eyes of our faith to 
steadfastly follow where you lead the way.  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be 
glad. 
  
Restorer God, you give all mortals life and breath, heal, we pray, _____ (please insert your the names for 
whom you pray).  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Almighty God, you who ordained that the Messiah was to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, comfort those who mourn and receive into your kingdom _____ (please insert your the names 
for whom you pray).  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Give thanks to the LORD, for _____ (please insert your the names and things for whom you pray).  Bless our 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jSfaBGQeFo


God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever aware of your loving presence in good 
times as well as bad.  Bless our God, you peoples, 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
 
 
Let US Break Bread Together                                                     Hymnal 325 

 

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace 
you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in you, and may 
you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, I, your unworthy servant, give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to me and to all whom you have made. I bless you for my creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, I pray, give me such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful heart I may show 
forth your praise, not only with my lips, but in my life, by giving up my self to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all my days; through Jesus Christ my Lord,to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen 
 
Jesus, I want to receive you in my heart and I cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, I ask 
you to come to me and fill me with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant me, Lord, the 
graces I need most. Amen. 
  

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/029730dd-783f-4bdb-b571-aceab583221e/Let_Us_Break_Bread_Together.mp3


Sing Ye Faithful                                                      Hymnal 392 
 
Go in peace to proclaim the risen Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our 
Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to 
the list due to privacy.  
  
Bob, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Rietter, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, 
Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, Brittney, James, Donald, Karen, Mikey, Maya, Kevin, 
Don, Karen, Rich, Mark, Cookie, Brian, Kenneth, Ava, Kevin, Brian, Mary Jane, Jean and her 
family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; 
Daniel and Mary; and Chad and his family, and all the healthcare workers, first responders, store 
workers and their families.  

"We don't have to understand the why of God's ways. But we do have to keep 
choosing to follow them." 

-Lysa TerKeurst 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/c7aeba71-3abf-4b4d-9a68-daee972d43fd/Sing_Ye_Faithful.mp3

