
The Third Sunday of Easter  
April 18, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so happy you are joining us today.  Father Shawn and Kate Thiem have put 

together a wonderful pre-recorded service.  You can watch the full service by clicking the "The Service Video" link below.   If 

you would like to listen to just the message, click on "The Message" link below.  Have a wonderful week!   

 

Blessings! 
           

 
The Service Video  

Opening Hymn:  
  

The Word of God 
Celebrant           Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People                The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

The Celebrant says 

  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant           God be with you. 

People                And also with you. 

Celebrant           Let us pray. 

  

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may 

behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

The First Reading                                                                 Acts 3:12-19 
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 

piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 

glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 

But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom 

God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom 

you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 

through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
  

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

  

 

The Psalm                                                                                          Psalm 4 
1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear 

my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * and put your trust in the Lord. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
  

 

The Epistle                                                                                            1 John 3:1-7 



See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 

does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in 

him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in 

him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn:  

The Gospel                                                                                      Luke 24:36b-48 
Celebrant           The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that 

they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands 

and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 

said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 

the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 

he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance 

and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 

things. 
  

Celebrant           The Gospel of the Lord. 

People                Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

 

The Message                                                                                      Fr. Shawn   

  

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in 

one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 

is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.  
  

 

Prayers of the People – Easter – Year B 
 Leader               As snowdrops and crocus give way to daffodils and tulips, as fruit-trees veil themselves in white and pink, and 

as eagles soar and swallows swoop, let us pray to our creator, saying, “If we love one another, God lives in us.” 

  

                        God of Light, kindle in our hearts the fire of the twelve that we, too, may love, not only in word or speech, but 

also in truth and action.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               God of Power, grant the leaders of this and other nations the courage to show forth in their lives what they 

profess by their faith.  We pray for Joseph, Thomas, Joe, and Kathy.   If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 



  

Leader               God of Redemption, teach us not to doubt but to believe that by the Holy Spirit working in us we may meet fear 

with faith, pain with comfort, indifference with care, despair with prayer, and hate with love.  Teach us not to doubt but to believe 

that martyrs do not die in vain; that addicts can be cured; that nature can be restored; that refugees can find a home; and that 

God’s love embraces us all. If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               God of Hope, give us grace to turn around with Mary Magdalene and see Jesus standing there in the midst of our 

community among the wheelchair-bound and the joggers; among those who wait at the social security office and those who work 

the factory floor; among school children with heavy backpacks and parents with heavy hearts; and among those we choose not to 

see.  If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               God of Mercy, you are the shepherd and we are your flock, tend those among us that suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit that they and their caregivers may feel the healing power of your grace.  We pray for _____.   If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               God of Love, you lead us beside still waters and revive our souls.  Receive the souls of our departed and raise 

them up in glory that they may dwell in your house forever.  We pray for _____.  If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               Sing to our God a new song, for he has done marvelous things. We thank you for ______.  If we love one 

another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as 

well as bad.  If we love one another, 

  

People                God lives in us. 

  

Leader               Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, 

and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

People:               Amen. 

  

The Peace 
Celebrant:          The Peace of God be always with you. 

People:               And also with you. 

                  

  

Communion Hymn:  
  

                                                          A Form for Spiritual Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

  

The Communion Prayer 



In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

 

A General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of 

this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 

of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and 

by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 

 

 

An Irish Blessing 
May love and laughter light your days, 

and warm your heart and home. 

May good and faithful friends be yours, 

wherever you may roam. 

May peace and plenty bless your world 

with joy that long endures. 

May all life's passing seasons 

bring the best to you and yours. 

  

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

  

Celebrant:          Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People:               Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

 

Closing Hymn:  
  

 
                                                                                          Prayers 
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 

Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, 

Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, Stan, Keith, Tim, Mark, Mary Katherine, Dennis, Faythe, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean 

and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; 
Chad and his family.  

 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org .  Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy. 

  
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."  (II Timothy 3:16-17)   
 


