
The Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 Sunday Service 

Greetings! This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent. While we won't be meeting for in person Worship during Advent, we 
will continue our Online Worship Services.  If you would like to watch the service online, click on "The Service" link 
below.  Father Shawn and Kate have put together a wonderful service video.     
 
In the Third Week of Advent, we get to light the third candle which is pink.  This pink candle represents joy.    As Father 
Shawn said in his Message today, "we need to be certain that we are talking about the joy that is given to us in our 
wonderful gift from God,  God's presence,  God's incarnation Jesus."  Our joy is not determined by how we feel or our 
emotions, but on who God is.  As we prepare our hearts for Christmas and the birth of our Savior, let us remember that our 
joy comes from God and who he is.  Who is our God?  He is  infinite, omnipotent, good, just, love, provider, peacemaker, 
holy, healer, self sufficient, all knowing, omnipresent, merciful, sovereign, wise, faithful, full of grace, and comforter.    
 
Loving Father,  prepare our hearts as remember who you are and what you mean to all of us.  Allow each of our hearts be 
filled with the joy that only you bring.  And  may our hearts overflow with your joy so that we can bring light, love,  and hope 
to others.   Amen.  
 

Blessings!                                                 
 
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn: "O little town of Bethlehem" 
  
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and blessed be God’s creation. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
The Word of God 
 

Collect of the Day 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your 

bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                         Isaiah 6:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance 

of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all 

who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole 

being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings 

forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring up before all the nations. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

 

https://youtu.be/aqE2Oc0Hj8A


The Response                                                                   Psalm 126   
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * "The Lord has done great things for them." 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

The Epistle                                                                   Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not 

quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of 

evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn: "O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs 5&6" 

 
The Gospel                                                                                    John 1:6-8, 19-28 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He 

confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 

the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 

you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This 

took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                  Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 

Advent Prayers of the People Year B  
Leader: As we await he true light, which enlightens everyone, coming into the world; let us pray to our God, saying, “Restore us, 

O Lord God of hosts: we are all your people.” 

  

https://youtu.be/Smg3kpfURIg


Leader: As fear and doubt besiege us, let your bountiful grace and mercy send Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn and all of 

us to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and release to 

prisoners.   Restore us, O Lord God of hosts: We are all your people. 

  

Leader: As conflict and anger divide us, let your bountiful grace and mercy enrich us in speech and knowledge of every kind, and 

bring the obedience of faith to our leaders Donald, Joseph, Thomas, Joe, and Kathy.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:  We are 

all your people. 
  

Leader: As the grass withers, the flower fades, and the world struggles, let your bountiful grace and mercy create new heavens 

and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:  We are all your people. 

  

Leader: As our children die from overdoses and meaningful work is difficult to find, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 

help and deliver us.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:  We are all your people. 

  

Leader: As need and suffering surround us, let your bountiful grace and mercy lift up the lowly, fill the hungry with good things, 

and heal _____.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:   We are all your people. 

  

Leader: Let your bountiful grace and mercy comfort the bereaved and bring our departed to their eternal home.  We pray for the 

souls of _____.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:  We are all your people. 

  
Leader:  As hope and trust sustain us, let your bountiful grace and mercy fill our hearts in thanksgiving for _____.  Restore us, O 

Lord God of hosts:  We are all your people. 

  

Leader: Eternal God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well as 

bad.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts:  We are all your people. 

  

 The Peace of the Lord be with you always.   Amen. 
  
The Peace 
Celebrant: The Peace of God be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
                   

 
Communion Hymn: "Let all mortal flesh keep silence" 
  
                                                        A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 



above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
Advent Blessing 
God of love, Father of all, 

the darkness that covered the earth 

has given way to the bright dawn of your Word made flesh. 

Make us a people of this light. 

Make us faithful to your Word 

that we may bring your life to the waiting world, 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 

  

Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn: "Love divine, all love excelling" 
 
                                                                                             

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 

Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 

Maddie, Gloria, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary 

Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 

in hope" (Romans 15:13) 
 


