
The Third Sunday of Lent 
March 7, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so glad you are joining us today for our Sunday 
Service.  We hope you enjoy this service and pray that it speaks to your hearts and 
minds.  Father Shawn, Kate, Steve Ropski, and Jack and Kathie Gregory and have put together a 
wonderful service video.  If you would like to watch the service, click on "The Service" link 
below.  You can also view the recorded service on our website under the Worship section.   If 
you would like to just watch the Message,  you can do so under the "The Message" section of 
this email.  
 
In the Gospel this week, John 2: 13-22,  Jesus clears the temple.  The main purpose of people 
visiting the temple was to worship, and the people were unable to do this.  Jesus was angry that 
the temple had become like a marketplace and these acts were an insult to God.  Jesus didn't 
deal with them halfheartedly, he did so righteously.  This is also a good reminder for us.  We are 
to take good care of the church and make sure it is a place that honors God and that people feel 
welcomed and cared for.   It is the people who make up the church and we are so blessed to 
have this at St. Stephen's.  You are very welcoming and caring.  Please continue to be the 
church in the community or in your little circles honoring God and serving one another.    
 
Father God, we thank you for our church and our community of believers.    We pray for your 
power and strength, that you will fill us with your Spirit of love and unity here in Fairview, but 
also around the world.  Please help us to truly live out a life of love.   We need your wisdom to 
guide us and we need your Spirit to lead us, to live out godly lives that would bring honor to you 
first.  We thank you that you are always with us and give us purpose and hope.  Amen.   
   
Blessings!  
                           
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn "Now thank we all our God" 
  
Invocation for Lent 
Blessed be God who forgives all our sins. God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
Lenten Opening Sentence  
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8,9 
 
The Confession 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  
Silence. 
  

https://youtu.be/vUmp3te6wac


Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The priest says 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life.  Amen. 
  
The Word of God 
Celebrant               God be with you. 
People                    And also with you. 
  
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Reading                                           Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 



But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your 
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
  
The Psalm                                                                                  Psalm 19 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, * and their voices are not heard, 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * and their message to the ends of the world. 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 
chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is 
clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer 
  
The Epistle                                                                                 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  



and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
Sequence Hymn "Love divine, all loves excelling" 

The Gospel                                                                                 John 2:13-22 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making 
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who 
were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 
But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                    Steve Ropski 
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 

https://youtu.be/aFdjTmT63Q8


he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
Prayers of the People – Lent – Year B 
Leader:        As we journey towards the cross, the snow covering the ground will melt and the 
cold chilling the air will warm.  So let our hearts melt and warm in Christ’s presence. Let our 
prayer to the Lord be, “To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you." 
 
Leader:         All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness, we pray for the Universal Church 
that its members be made alive in the spirit and its mission to bring your message to the ends 
of the world be fulfilled.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  To you, O LORD, 
I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         The testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  We pray for 
the nation and all in authority; give Joseph, Thomas, Kathy, and Joseph grace to love what you 
command and desire what you promise.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows his 
handiwork.  We pray for the welfare of the world:  that its air give life to all that lives, that its 
waters sustain life to all that lives, that its soil bear fruit to feed all that lives, and that all that 
lives will enjoy the fruits of the spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation.  We pray 
for the concerns of the local community:  for parents and children that they may share love and 
joy; for employers and workers that they may share kindness and generosity; for churches, 
synagogues, and mosques that they may share faithfulness and peace; for oppressors and the 
oppressed that they may share gentleness, and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.  We 
pray for those who suffer and those in any trouble that they may feel the healing power of your 
love, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         The Lord sends forth his word and heals us and saves us from the grave that he 
may live in us, and we in him.  We pray for the departed, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I 
lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  



Leader:         Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever, we thank 
you for _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving 
presence in good times as well as bad.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: 
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in 
our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People:         Amen. 
  
The Peace 
Celebrant:     The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
                   
Communion Hymn "Savior like a shepherd, lead us" 
  
                                                          A Form for Spiritual Communion 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls 
and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 
ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate 
you from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 



Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable 
love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly 
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 
up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. 
Therefore, we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. 
Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
A Celtic Blessing 
The light of God surround you, 
The love of God enfold you, 
The power of God protect you, 
The presence of God watch over you, 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
  
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn "Lead me, guide me" 
                                                                                             

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish 
to add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of 
Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list 
due to privacy.  
  
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, 
Harper, David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, 
Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, 
Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, Gloria, Jack, 
Mary, Bud, Stan, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her 
family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and 
Mary; Chad and his family.  

 
"As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend"  (Proverbs 27:17)  

 


