
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 9, 2021 Sunday Service 

 
Opening Hymn: "Blessed Jesus, at thy word" 
  
The Word of God 
 Celebrant        Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People            The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
The following canticle said together 
Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
  
The Collect of the Day 
 Celebrant        God be with you. 
People            And also with you. 
Celebrant        Let us pray. 
  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into 
our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
The First Reading                                                            Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers 
who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered them 



to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
  
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
  
The Psalm                                                                                  Psalm 98 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvelous things. 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory. 
3 The Lord has made known his victory; * his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * and all the ends of the earth have seen 
the victory of our God. 
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song. 
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * and the peoples with equity. 
  
The Epistle                                                                                 1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and 
the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
  
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Holy Spirit, ever living" 
  
 
The Gospel                                                                                 John 15:1-8 
Celebrant        The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
  
Celebrant        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People            Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                 Fr. Shawn  Clerkin 
  

https://youtu.be/OLhCIMNdTTc


Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
Prayers of the People – Easter – Year B 
Leader           As snowdrops and crocus give way to daffodils and tulips, as fruit-trees veil themselves in white 
and pink, and as eagles soar and swallows swoop, let us pray to our creator, saying, “If we love one another, 
God lives in us.” 
  
                    God of Light, kindle in our hearts the fire of the twelve that we, too, may love, not only in word 
or speech, but also in truth and action.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  If we love one 
another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           God of Power, grant the leaders of this and other nations the courage to show forth in their 
lives what they profess by their faith.  We pray for Joseph, Thomas, Joe, and Kathy.   If we love one another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           God of Redemption, teach us not to doubt but to believe that by the Holy Spirit working in us 
we may meet fear with faith, pain with comfort, indifference with care, despair with prayer, and hate with 
love.  Teach us not to doubt but to believe that martyrs do not die in vain; that addicts can be cured; that 
nature can be restored; that refugees can find a home; and that God’s love embraces us all. If we love one 
another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           God of Hope, give us grace to turn around with Mary Magdalene and see Jesus standing there in 
the midst of our community among the wheelchair-bound and the joggers; among those who wait at the 
social security office and those who work the factory floor; among school children with heavy backpacks and 
parents with heavy hearts; and among those we choose not to see.  If we love one another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           God of Mercy, you are the shepherd and we are your flock, tend those among us that suffer in 
body, mind, or spirit that they and their caregivers may feel the healing power of your grace.  We pray for 
_____.   If we love one another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  



Leader           God of Love, you lead us beside still waters and revive our souls.  Receive the souls of our 
departed and raise them up in glory that they may dwell in your house forever.  We pray for _____.  If we 
love one another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           Sing to our God a new song, for he has done marvelous things. We thank you for ______.  If 
we love one another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  If we love one another, 
  
People            God lives in us. 
  
Leader           Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
People:           Amen. 
  
Mother's Day Blessing 
  
The Peace 
Celebrant:       The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:                     And also with you. 
                   
Communion Hymn: "All creatures of our God and King" 
  
                                                             The Holy Communion 
The presanctified Holy Communion is brought to the altar [or is shared]. 
Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed by thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
The Celebrant then says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  



The Sacrament (the pre-consecrated bread and grape juice) is shared with the following or other words 
The Body [and Blood] of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.  [Amen.] 
  
All consume the Sacrament. 
Silence. 
  
The Celebrant then says the following postcommunion prayer 
Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the  Body and Blood of your 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us forgiveness of our 
sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
An Irish Blessing 
May love and laughter light your days, 
and warm your heart and home. 
May good and faithful friends be yours, 
wherever you may roam. 
May peace and plenty bless your world 
with joy that long endures. 
May all life's passing seasons 
bring the best to you and yours. 
  
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 
Rogation Day Prayer 
  
Celebrant:       Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People:                     Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
 
Closing Hymn: "Ev'ry time I feel the spirit" 
 
  
                                                                                Prayers 
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, David, John, 
Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, 
Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, 
Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, Stan, Keith, Tim, Mark, Mary Katherine, 
Dennis, Faythe, Bill, Maddie, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her 
family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and 
his family.  
 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a 
prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org .  Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy. 
  

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another" (John 13:34) 

 



 
Mother's Day Kit Dedications 

From Jack and Kathie Gregory In memory of: 
Elsie Gregory 
Bertie Gadd 
Kitty Gadd 
  
From Don & Marj Inderlied In Honor of: 
Kathleen Curk  
Barb Inderlied 
Mardy Marsh 
Sherry Best 
Jan Wallace 
Sara Mara 
Martha Sinded 
Helen DeWyer 
 Brenda Ackerman 
Judy Batson 
Marianne Heck 
Lisa Peltz  
Lori Rucks 
  
From Bill & Sharon Ulrich In Honor of: 
Elizabeth J. Kimberlin 
Sally A. Ulrich 
  
From George & Cindy Willis In Honor of: 
Apryl Hostetler 
Kathy McMaster 
Becky Schmidt 
Christel Willis 

 


