
The Second Sunday of Easter  
April 11, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so happy you are joining us today.  Father Shawn 
and Kate Thiem have put together a wonderful pre-recorded service.  You can watch the full service 
by clicking the "The Service Video" link below.   If you would like to listen to just the message, click 
on "The Message" link below.  Have a wonderful week!   
 
Blessings! 
           
The Service Video  

Opening Hymn: "Lo! He comes with clouds descending" 
  
The Word of God 
Celebrant           Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People                The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  
The Celebrant says 
  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant           God be with you. 
People                And also with you. 
Celebrant           Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
The First Reading                                                                 Acts 4:32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 
  
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
  
The Psalm                                                                                          Psalm 133 
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 
It is like fine oil upon the head * 



that runs down upon the beard, 
Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 
  
The Epistle                                                                                                    1 John 1:2-2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this life was 
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

  
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there 
is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we 
lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
  
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn: "Trust and obey" 

The Gospel                                                                                                     John 20:19-31 
Celebrant           The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People                Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained." 
  
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark 



of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe." 
  
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe." 
  
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
  
Celebrant           The Gospel of the Lord. 
People                Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
The Message                                                                                      Fr. Shawn   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
Prayers of the People – Easter – Year B 
 Leader               As snowdrops and crocus give way to daffodils and tulips, as fruit-trees veil 
themselves in white and pink, and as eagles soar and swallows swoop, let us pray to our creator, 
saying, “If we love one another, God lives in us.” 
  
                        God of Light, kindle in our hearts the fire of the twelve that we, too, may love, not 
only in word or speech, but also in truth and action.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and 
Shawn.  If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               God of Power, grant the leaders of this and other nations the courage to show forth 
in their lives what they profess by their faith.  We pray for Joseph, Thomas, Joe, and Kathy.   If we 

https://youtu.be/CcS1kmKeOo0


love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               God of Redemption, teach us not to doubt but to believe that by the Holy Spirit 
working in us we may meet fear with faith, pain with comfort, indifference with care, despair with 
prayer, and hate with love.  Teach us not to doubt but to believe that martyrs do not die in vain; that 
addicts can be cured; that nature can be restored; that refugees can find a home; and that God’s love 
embraces us all. If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               God of Hope, give us grace to turn around with Mary Magdalene and see Jesus 
standing there in the midst of our community among the wheelchair-bound and the joggers; among 
those who wait at the social security office and those who work the factory floor; among school 
children with heavy backpacks and parents with heavy hearts; and among those we choose not to 
see.  If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               God of Mercy, you are the shepherd and we are your flock, tend those among us 
that suffer in body, mind, or spirit that they and their caregivers may feel the healing power of your 
grace.  We pray for _____.   If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               God of Love, you lead us beside still waters and revive our souls.  Receive the souls 
of our departed and raise them up in glory that they may dwell in your house forever.  We pray for 
_____.  If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               Sing to our God a new song, for he has done marvelous things. We thank you for 
______.  If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving 
presence in good times as well as bad.  If we love one another, 
  
People                God lives in us. 
  
Leader               Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 
the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
People:               Amen. 
  
The Peace 



Celebrant:          The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:               And also with you. 
                   
Communion Hymn: "Breathe on me, breath of God" 
  
                                                          A Form for Spiritual Communion  
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in 
our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 
the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
An Irish Blessing 
May love and laughter light your days, 
and warm your heart and home. 
May good and faithful friends be yours, 
wherever you may roam. 



May peace and plenty bless your world 
with joy that long endures. 
May all life's passing seasons 
bring the best to you and yours. 
  
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
  
Celebrant:          Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People:               Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
Closing Hymn: "I want to walk as a child of the light" 

 
  
                                                                 Prayers 
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, 
Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, 
Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, 
Stan, Keith, Tim, Mark, Mary Katherine, Dennis, Faythe, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, 
Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and 
his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 

church@ststephens-fairview.org .  Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy. 
  

"Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one"  (Colossians 4:6)   

 


