
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 17, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so glad you are joining us today for our Sunday Service.  We hope 
you enjoy this service and pray that it speaks to your hearts and minds.  Father Shawn and Kate have put together a 
wonderful service video.  If you would like to watch the service, click on "The Service" link below.  You can also view 
the recorded service on our website under the Worship section.   You can also watch just the Message below, under 
"The Message" section of this email.  In the words of Father Shawn, "We're disciples of Christ. We are ministers of 
God's love. In order to see the light in the world, sometimes we have to BE the Light in the world".  This week, go and 
be God's light in the world.  Call someone who is on your heart, hold a door for someone,  write a card and send it in 
the mail, or do something kind for someone.  Be God's light.  
 
Blessings!  
 
                           
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn: "Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing" 
  
Invocation 
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and blessed be God’s creation. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
The Word of God 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by your 
Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Old Testament                                                                                                                       1 Samuel 
3:1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were 
not widespread. 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 
Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant 
is listening.” 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Psalm                                                                                                                       Psalm 139: 1-5, 
12-17 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my 
thoughts from afar. 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * and are acquainted with all my ways. 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

https://youtu.be/oIespBmrNfI


4 You press upon me behind and before * and lay your hand upon me. 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
14 My body was not hidden from you, * while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book; * they were 
fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * how great is the sum of them! 
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * to count them all, my life span would need 
to be like yours. 

The Epistle                                                                                                                1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated 
by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. 
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will 
also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator 
sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 
have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: "Take my life and let it be"   

                               
The Gospel                                                                                John 1: 43-51 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message:                    "Be the light"              Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

https://youtu.be/XARNMuykNnw


 
Prayers of the People – Epiphany Year B 
Leader:        As the three wise men followed the light of the star and knelt before the baby in the crib, let us pray to 
the Lord in beauty and holiness, saying, “Here I am, Lord.” 
  
God of love, let your Light shine upon the leaders of the church and its members that we may boldly confess Jesus, 
your son, as Lord and Savior of the world and faithfully respond to your call to “follow me,” 
People:        Here I am, Lord. 
  
Leader:        God of power, let your Light shine upon the leaders of this nation that they may rule your people 
righteously and the poor with justice, responding to your call to “follow me,” 
People:        Here I am, Lord.  
  
Leader:        God of creation, let your Light shine upon the world, illuminating its beauty and ugliness, its abundance 
and scarcity, its wealth and poverty, its peaceful and warring nations. As responsible believers, let us hopefully 
respond to your call to “follow me,” 
People:        Here I am, Lord. 
  
Leader:        God of hope, let your Light shine upon our community, its prosperity and poverty, its suburbs and 
ghettos, its workers and unemployed, its overfed and undernourished, its homeless, mentally ill, and addicted.  As 
compassionate believers, let us respond to your call to “follow me,” 
People:        Here I am, Lord. 
  
Leader:        God of grace and compassion, you heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds, let your Light 
shine upon the sick and the suffering, especially _______ that they may feel the healing power of your grace.  Lord in 
your mercy, 
People:        Hear our prayer. 
  
Leader:        God of mercy, you knit me together in my mother's womb and for you alone my soul in silence waits; let 
your Light shine upon the souls of _______.  Lord in your mercy, 
People:        Hear our prayer. 
  
Leader:        Let us give thanks to the LORD with our whole heart for _____.  Lord in your mercy, 
People:        Hear our prayer. 
  
Leader:        God of love, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good 
times as well as bad.  And give us grace to respond to your call to “follow me,” 
People:        Here I am, Lord. 
  
The Peace 
Celebrant:    The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:        And also with you. 
                   
Communion Hymn: "Breathe on me, breath of God" 
  
                                                              A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 



  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we 
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we 
may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing 
ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 
loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to 
come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
Irish Blessing 
May the raindrops fall lightly on your brow. 
May the soft winds freshen your spirit. 
May the sunshine brighten your heart. 
May the burdens of the day rest lightly upon you. 
And may God enfold you in the mantle of His love. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn: "Oh master, let me walk with thee"  
                                                                                            

 
Prayers 

Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 

Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 

Maddie, Gloria, Jack, Mary, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his 

caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  
 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God." -Matthew 5:9 
 


