
The Feast of St. Stephen's 

December 27, 2020 Sunday Service 

Greetings!   What wonderful Christmas Services we had.  I hope you had a chance to 
attend one in person or online.  This Sunday is our last service of 2020.  Wow, what a 
year it has been!  We are so thankful for our St. Stephen's Community and recognize all 
you have done this year and appreciate your generosity and support.  We hope our 
online services have been beneficial for you during this year and we are looking forward 
to 2021!    This Sunday Service, December 27, 2020  is The Feast of St. Stephen's.  If 
you would like to watch the service online, click on "The Service" link below.  You can 
also view the recorded service on our website under the Worship section.   Father 
Shawn and Kate have put together a wonderful service video.    
Blessings!  
 

                           
The Service Video 

Opening Hymn: "All hail the power of Jesus' name" 
  

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and blessed be God’s creation. Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

  

The Word of God 
 

Collect of the Day 
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr Stephen, who looked up 

to heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who stands at your right hand; 

where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.   Amen. 

 

The First Reading                                                          Acts 6:8-7; 2a, 51c-60 
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of 

those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, 

Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But 

they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly 

instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and 

God." They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly 

confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false witnesses who 

said, "This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; for we have heard 

him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that 

Moses handed on to us." And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that 

his face was like the face of an angel. 

Then the high priest asked him, "Are these things so?" 

And Stephen replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen to me. You are forever opposing the Holy 

Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? 

https://youtu.be/VpDAFLzaeXQ


They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his 

betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet 

you have not kept it.” 

When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. But filled 

with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God. "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God!" But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against 

him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them." When he had said this, he died 

 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

The Response                                                     Psalm 31: 1-5 

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * deliver me in your 

righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; * make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * for you are my tower of strength. 

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * for you have redeemed me, 

O Lord, O God of truth. 

 

Sequence Hymn: "Love divine, all loves excelling" 

The Gospel                                                                                    Matthew 23:34-39 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, "Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and 

crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, so that upon 

you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 

blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 

Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation. 

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 

often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see 

me again until you say, `Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 

 



The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Message                                                                  Father Shawn Clerkin   

  

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 

is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

 

Prayers of the People for Christmas Season 
Officiant        In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God, and now that Christ is among us, let us pray, saying, “Happy are the people whose strength 

is in you! whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.”   Holy God, grant that the Universal Church 

and its members may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, 

your Son Jesus Christ.  We pray for all bishops, priests, deacons, and laypeople, especially Sean, 

our bishop.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, guide the leaders of this and other nations in a straight path on which 

they shall not stumble, for the Lord will not withhold any good thing from those who walk with 

integrity.  We pray especially for Donald, our president, and Joseph, our president-elect. Happy 

are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Holy God, you cover the heavens with clouds and prepare rain for the earth to 

make grass to grow upon the mountains and green plants to serve mankind. Grant us a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation that we may be good stewards of our inheritance.  Happy are the people 

whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Holy God, from your fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  Grant us a 

spirit of vision and generosity to spend our time, talent, and treasure sharing your grace in our 

local communities.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Holy God, you heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds. Heal, we pray, 



those who suffer and those in any trouble, especially _____.  Happy are the people whose 

strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Holy God, with weeping we shall come at the death of a loved one, and with 

consolations you will lead us back through your promise of salvation.  We pray for the souls of 

_____.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Holy God, how good it is to sing praises to you!  We thank you for _____.   Happy 

are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your 

loving presence in good times as well as bad.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
 

Officiant        Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we begin to see the 

world in the light of understand you give us. As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor 

to receive the greatest news the world had ever known, may we worship you in meekness of 

heart. May we also remember our brothers and siters less fortunate than ourselves in this season 

of giving. 

People           Amen. 
  

The Peace 
Celebrant: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

                   

Communion Hymn: "All creatures of our God and King" 
  

                                                        A Form for Spiritual Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 

The Communion Prayer 



In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 

bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now 

receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 

ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you 

from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 

Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 

your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 

ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. 

Therefore, we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. 

Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 

 

Irish Christmas Blessing 
The Light of the Christmas Star to you, 

The Warmth of the home and hearth to you, 

The Cheer and Good Will of friends to you, 

The Hope of a childlike heart to you, 

The Joy of a thousand angels to you, 

The Love of the Son and God’s Peace to you, 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you always. Amen 

  

Go in peace to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 
  

Closing Hymn: "All glory, laud, and honor" 
 

                                                                                             
Prayers 

Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish 

to add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication 

at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, 

Harper, David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, 



Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, 

Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 

Maddie, Gloria, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her 

family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and 

Mary; Chad and his family.  

 

"I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in darkness"  (John 

8:12) 
 


