
The Day of Pentecost 

May 23, 2021  Sunday Service  

 
Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We will be meeting again THIS Sunday for In Person 
Worship Service on the north lawn by the Columbarium.  Please bring a chair or blanket to sit on 
during the service.   We will be following all social distancing guidelines.  Please wear a mask and sit 
on one of the designated X's marked on the lawn (one X per family).  The restroom is only available 
for emergency use, and the playground may be used at your own risk.  Communion cups will be 
available as you walk in as well as paper copies of the bulletin. We will have prerecorded music by 
Kate Thiem, but please refrain from singing at this time.  We can't wait to see your smiling faces! 
The In-person Service Bulletin is linked below.  If the weather is poor, we will have a Parking Lot 
Service.   
 
If you are unable to attend, you may watch the live service on the St. Stephen's Facebook Page at 
9:30 am.  Or you may watch the wonderful pre-recorded service that Father Shawn and Kate Thiem 
have put together.  The service video is linked below as well as the message.  The bulletin written 
below in this email is the one you will want to follow along if watching the pre-recorded 
service.  Have a wonderful week!   
 
Blessings! 
 
In Person Bulletin           
The Service Video  
Opening Hymn: "Holy, Holy, Holy" 
  
The Word of God 
Officiant          Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People            And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
The Officiant says 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
The Collect of the Day 
Officiant         The Lord be with you. 
People           And also with you. 
Officiant         Let us pray. 
  
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of 
your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to 
rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                            Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/90014ffc-13a5-8f9f-a71d-24260752ae35/Day_of_Pentecost_5_23_21_Lawn_Service_bulletin.pdf
https://youtu.be/YGSnJX_FMCE
https://youtu.be/YGSnJX_FMCE


they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and 
said, "They are filled with new wine." 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 
  
`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
  
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
  
The Psalm                                                                        Psalm 104:25-35, 37  
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures.   
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * creatures 
both small and great. 
 27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * which you have made for the sport of it.   
28 All of them look to you * to give them their food in due season. 
29 You give it to them; they gather it; * you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * and so you renew the face of the earth. 
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * he touches the mountains and they smoke. 



34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35 May these words of mine please him; * I will rejoice in the Lord. 
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * Hallelujah! 
  
The Epistle                                                                                 Romans 8:22-27 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 
  
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Sing praise to God who reigns above" 
The Gospel                                                                       John  15:26-27;16:4b-15 
Celebrant        The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 
  
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going 
to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned. 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever 
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 
  
Celebrant        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People            Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                 Fr. Shawn  Clerkin 
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

https://youtu.be/wy1qUOo-LzQ


seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People-Day of Pentecost- Year B 
 Leader                  On this day of wind, light, and fire, let us pray to God, saying, “Holy Lord, 
breathe on us breath of God.”  
  
                              God of might, inspire us that in different ways and different words we may 
spread the good news of salvation.  We pray for our bishops, priests, and deacons, our pastors, 
elders, and worship leaders, and for your followers all over the world. Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God.       
  
Leader                  God of power, send your Spirit of truth to the peoples and leaders of the world 
to blow away all war and worries, prejudice and poverty, hostility and hard words, fear of the 
foreign, and hate of those whose beliefs are different from ours.  We pray for Joseph, Thomas, Joe, 
and Kathy.  Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God.       
  
Leader                  God of creation, you renew the face of the earth.  Wheat, corn, and rice grow in 
the spring and leaves fall in the autumn; you created the great Leviathan just for the sport of it and 
cattle, fish, and fowl to feed us, give us the will to cope with natural disasters, and grant us the 
imagination to care for your creation.  Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God. 
  
Leader                  God of bounty, you graciously open your hands, and they are filled with good 
things. Today, we thank you for ____. Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God. 
  
Leader                  God of compassion, care for your children in this and all communities:  the 
hungry and overfed; the workers, the unemployed, the retired; people suffering in body, mind, and 
spirit and people blessed with good health; people whose troubles only you know and people who 
have lost their faith.  Send your healing Spirit to _____.  Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God. 
  
Leader                  Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and 
nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit.  Receive the souls of _____.  Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God.  



  
Leader                  God of grace, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your 
loving presence in good times as well as bad.  Holy Lord, 
 People                  Breathe on us breath of God.  
  
Officiant              Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in 
heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power 
and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable 
through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 People                  Amen. 
  
Confession of Sin 
 The Officiant says 
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People 
 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Officiant says 
 Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
  
The Peace 
 Officiant              The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People                  And also with you. 
 
Communion Hymn: "How great thou art" 
  
                                             A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in 
our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 
the graces we need most. Amen.                                   
  
Pastor Blessing 
Christ be with you 
Christ within you 
Christ behind you 
Christ before you 
Christ beside you 
Christ to win you 
Christ to comfort and restore you 
Christ beneath you 
Christ above you 
Christ in quiet 
Christ in danger 
Christ in hearts of all that love you 
Christ in mouth a friend and stranger 
  
And the blessing of God Almighty, 



Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:       Let us go forth in the power of the Spirit 
People:            Thanks be to God!  
 
 Closing Hymn: "Here I am, Lord" 
 


