
The Christmas Eve Service 

December 24, 2020  

Merry Christmas!  We are so happy to have the chance to celebrate Christmas Eve and the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
with all of you and see your smiling faces!  When arriving at the church, pull into the church parking lot and tune into 
92.3 FM so you can listen to the Christmas Eve Service.  Please stop at the table and pick up a bag which will 
contain the bulletin, candle, and treat and look for a parking attendant who will assist you with parking.  Please 
remain in your car during the service and be aware the church building is closed.  Today’s scripture readings are from 
the Common English Bible.  If you are unable to attend in person, we do have an online service for you.  Click on the 
Service Video link below to watch a pre-recorded service with Father Shawn and Kate.     
 
Online Service 

In Person Service Bulletin 
 

 
Prelude Music                                                                  Ben Willis and Matt 

Hall                                                    

  
Officiant        Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

People          and blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Opening Carol: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”         Ben Willis and Matt Hall 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King! 
  
Christ, by highest heaven adored: 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the favoured one. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 
Hail, th’incarnate Deity: 
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King! 
  
Hail! the heaven-born 
Prince of peace! 
Hail! the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die: 
Born to raise the son of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

https://youtu.be/YQkkGDlyarA
https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/3e962518-a6d2-4940-8af5-6be467e7dc48/Christmas_Eve_12_24_2020_bulletin.pdf


Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King !” 
  
The Word of God 

Collect of the Day 
Officiant        God be with you. 

People           And also with you. 

Officiant        Let us pray 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive 

him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People           Amen. 
  
The Old Testament                                                      Isaiah 9:2-3a, 6-7 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. 

You have made the nation great; you have increased its joy. They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest. 

A child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will be on his shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

There will be vast authority and endless peace for David's throne and for his kingdom, establishing and sustaining it with justice 

and righteousness now and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of heavenly forces will do this. 

Here ends the Reading. 
  
The Psalm                                                                              Psalm 96 
Sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

Sing to the LORD! Bless his name! Share the news of his saving work every single day! 

Declare God's glory among the nations; declare his wondrous works among all people 

because the LORD is great and so worthy of praise. He is awesome beyond all other gods 

because all the gods of the nations are just idols, but it is the LORD who created heaven! 

Greatness and grandeur are in front of him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Give to the LORD, all families of the nations-- give to the LORD glory and power! 

Give to the LORD the glory due his name! Bring gifts! Enter his courtyards! 

Bow down to the LORD in his holy splendor! Tremble before him, all the earth! 

Tell the nations, "The LORD rules! Yes, he set the world firmly in place; it won't be shaken. He will judge all people fairly." 

Let heaven celebrate! Let the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it roar! 

Let the countryside and everything in it celebrate! Then all the trees of the forest too will shout out joyfully 

before the LORD because he is coming! He is coming to establish justice on the earth! 

He will establish justice in the world rightly. He will establish justice among all people fairly. 
 
The Epistle                                                                       Titus 3:4-7 
When God our savior's kindness and love appeared, he saved us because of his mercy, not because of righteous things we had 

done. He did it through the washing of new birth and the renewing by the Holy Spirit, which God poured out upon us generously 

through Jesus Christ our savior. So, since we have been made righteous by his grace, we can inherit the hope for eternal life. 

Here ends the Epistle. 
 
Carol of Praise: “What Child Is This”                              Kate Thiem 
What child is this 

Who lay to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh 

Come peasant king to own him 

The King of Kings salvation brings 

Let loving hearts enthrone him 

This, this is Christ the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 



The Babe, the Son of Mary 

O raise, raise a song on high 

His mother sings a lullaby 

Joy, oh joy for Christ is born 

The Babe, the son of Mary 

This, this is Christ the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 

The Babe, the Son of Mary 

What child 

Is this (is this) 

Who lay (who lay) 

To rest (to rest) 

On Mary's lap (lap) 

On Mary's lap he is sleeping 

This, this is Christ the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 

The Babe 

The Son 

Of Mary 

The Babe, the Son of Mary 

The Son of Mary 
                                       

The Gospel                                                                                  Luke 2:1-20 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. This first 

enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to 

David's house and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David's city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He 

went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. While they were there, the 

time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the guestroom.   

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord's angel stood before them, the Lord's glory 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 

The angel said, "Don't be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you--wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born 

today in David's city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a 

manger." Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, "Glory to God in heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors." 

When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go right now to Bethlehem and see what's happened. 

Let's confirm what the Lord has revealed to us." They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. The shepherds returned home, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                   Father Shawn Clerkin   
 
Sequence Carol: The First Noel                                         Kate Thiem 
The First Noel, the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
 
Born is the King of Israel! 



They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
And by the light of that same star  
three Wise Men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent,  
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest,  
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  
and there it did both stop and stay,  
right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then entered in those Wise Men three,  
full reverently upon the knee,  
and offered there, in his presence,  
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 

 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

 
Prayers of the People for Christmas 
Officiant        In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God, and now that Christ is among 

us, let us pray, saying, “Happy are the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.”  

 

Holy God, grant that the Universal Church and its members may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 

humanity, your Son Jesus Christ.  We pray for all bishops, priests, deacons, and laypeople, especially Sean, our bishop.  Happy 

are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, guide the leaders of this and other nations in a straight path on which they shall not stumble, for the Lord 

will not withhold any good thing from those who walk with integrity.  We pray especially for Donald, our president, and Joseph, 

our president-elect. Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, you cover the heavens with clouds and prepare rain for the earth to make grass to grow upon the 

mountains and green plants to serve mankind. Grant us a spirit of wisdom and revelation that we may be good stewards of our 

inheritance.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 



 

Officiant        Holy God, from your fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  Grant us a spirit of vision and generosity to 

spend our time, talent, and treasure sharing your grace in our local communities.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, you heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds. Heal, we pray, those who suffer and those in any 

trouble, especially _____.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, with weeping we shall come at the death of a loved one, and with consolations you will lead us back 

through your promise of salvation.  We pray for the souls of _____.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, how good it is to sing praises to you!  We thank you for _____.   Happy are the people whose strength is 

in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well 

as bad.  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! 

People           Whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

Officiant        Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we begin to see the world in the light of understand 

you give us. As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive the greatest news the world had ever known, may we 

worship you in meekness of heart. May we also remember our brothers and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this season of 

giving. 

People           Amen. 
  

 
The Peace 
Celebrant:    The Peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:        And also with you. 
                   

 
Communion Carol: “Away in a Manger”                              Kate Thiem 
Away in a manger 
No crib for His bed 

The little Lord Jesus 

Lay down His sweet head 

The stars in the sky 

Look down where He lay 

The little Lord Jesus 

Asleep on the hay 

The cattle are lowing 

The poor Baby wakes 

But little Lord Jesus 

No crying He makes 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus 

Look down from the sky 

And stay by my side 

'Til morning is nigh 

Be near me, Lord Jesus 

I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever 

And love me, I pray 

Bless all the dear children 

In Thy tender care 

And take us to Heaven 

To live with Thee there 
 



                                             A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

  

 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 

 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 

 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 

 
Post-Communion Carol: “Silent Night”                             Ben Willis and Matt Hall 
(Please turn on your candles as the song begins  (To turn on the candles, twist the flame part of the candle). Once the song is 

complete, you may turn the candle off.   
  
Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

'Round yon virgin Mother and Child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight! 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia! 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, oh, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 



Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 
   

 
Irish Christmas Blessing 
The Light of the Christmas Star to you, 

The Warmth of the home and hearth to you, 

The Cheer and Good Will of friends to you, 

The Hope of a childlike heart to you, 

The Joy of a thousand angels to you, 

The Love of the Son and God’s Peace to you, 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 

  

Go in peace to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Closing Carol: “Joy to the World” 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King;  
Let every heart prepare him room,  
And heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

  
As you leave today, be sure to wave at St. Nicholas!  We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of 

us at St. Stephen’s.  May God bless you with lots of joy, laughter, and love this New Year. 

 
                                                                                           

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 



Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 

Maddie, Gloria, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary 

Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  
 

 
“After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. 

Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” – Matthew 2:11 
 


